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In the mass the descriptions average more abbreviated, and too often more im- 
portant diagnostic characters are omitted, while less important ones are retained. 
In certain cases bad judgment and ignorance result in absurdity. Thus Peterson, 
in comparing the immature Bay-breasted and Blackpoll Warblers, says “The fall 
Blackpoll . . . has more distinct streakings on the sides and white under tail- 
coverts instead of yellow.” Mrs. Rorimer omits the second clause (which can be 
used) and alters the first character (which cannot safely be used, though correct) 
to read “The Blackpoll may have faint streaks on the breast which the Bay- 
breasted always lacks.” In many cases where the description is wholly original, 
some important diagnostic character is omitted, while others are erroneous. The 
notes of the two Yellowlegs are reversed; the Olive-sided Flycatcher is not olive 
green above and not the largest of the flycatchers, as stated. Peterson’s few minor 
inaccuracies are all faithfully repeated, and his few omissions of worthwhile 
characters are not repaired in the descriptions before me, which contain far too 
many errors of omission or commission. Another line gives the status of each 
species. Summer residents and transients are given an arrival date ln spring, but 
no departure dates; winter visitants are given no dates at all; in all cases room 
exists for these on the one line. Habitat summaries are usually excellent, but 
sometimes do not coincide wholly with the Key habitat. (Example, Lincoln’s Spar- 
row, D group in Key, E group on page 153.) 

There is no table of contents, but an alphabetical index of the birds comes 
first, which refers to the illustration, if any, and the description. It should also 
have referred to the places in the key where the bird is found. The Key contains 
references under every bird to its description, but the descriptions contain no 
reference to the same bird in the Key. An appendix gives 30 “rare or uncommon” 
species, again by habitat, size, and color description. In those cases where a bird 
is listed under two habitats, the cross reference is erroneous in every case, referring 
to the second habitat in the appendix. Barring this editorial lapsus, the very dif- 
ficult proofreading, especially the complicated numbering and indentations of the 
Key, is notably excellent, as in the paper, printing, and typography. The illus- 
trations are by Roger T. Peterson, continuing his well known style, and all the 
figures have been conscientiously redrawn. In the four colored plates, the figures 
are often minute, in spite of which the reproduction is remarkably good. The 
illustrations are excellent, their reproduction does credit to artist and publisher, 
and greatly enhance the value of this attractive little booklet.-Ludlow Griscom. 
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