





Detroit Survey; Toronto throughout (T.0.C.); and
Van Wagner’s Beach, Hamilton on Dec. 26
(JBM). Ottawa had its first census record of a
White-winged Scoter with a bird that was present
throughout December (RAF), and a Com. Scoter
was seen on Dec. 13 off Burnt I, Manitoulin
(JN). Com. Merganser was another species in
good numbers at both Niagara and Toronto (HHA;
CEG) and a Red-breasted Merganser was seen on
the Sault Ste. Marie CB C on Jan. 1 (JBM, RD
et al.).

VULTURES, HAWKS, EAGLEs—Late Turkey Vul-
ture reports were of birds at Long Point on Dec.
27 (GY, JF) and in Kent Co. on Dec. 28 (JAG),
and early returning bird was seen at’ Hamilton
on Mar. 20 (RHW). Goshawks continue in good
numbers: there were some 13 reports, ranging
from Thunder Bay to Ottawa and Kent Co.
Ottawa had good numbers of Accipiters gener-
ally, with 4 Cooper’s Hawks and 2 Sharp-shinned
Hawks on their December census in Ontario (fide
RAF); there were also several Sharp-shinned re-
ports from Hamilton (RC). There were near-
record number of Red-tailed Hawks along L. Erie
and L. Ontario, from Kent Co. to Niagara and
thence to Kingston, where the 48 on the CBC
was an all-time high. There were only small
numbers further inland. There was a late move-
ment in Kent Co. on Dec. 28, with 58 Red-taileds,
and 67 Rough-legged Hawks counted; such move-
ments appear to be a regular feature of the south-
west (AHK). Few Rough-legs remained after this
movement, but there were some heavy concen-
trations elsewhere; in the Toronto area estimates
of part of the heavy wintering Buteo population
ranged 50 to 90, with the proportions assessed
between 4 Red-taileds to 1 Rough-leg (JAS) to
7 to 1 (GB, AD). At Kingston the 74 Rough-legs
on Dec. 27 were unprecedented (K.F.N.). There
was a Red-shouldered Hawk at Ottawa on Dec. 2
(HNMcK) and 6 reports from s.w. Ontario. Both
species of eagles appeared in good numbers: there
were 11 Bald Eagle reports, mostly from the
Kingston area; and no less than 7 Golden Eagles!
Single birds were seer: at Westwood on Jan. 17
(BW); Pine Grove, Jan. 31 (GB, AD); Hamilton,
Dec. 29 (GWN); Long Point, Dec. 27 (RC); Bur-
wash, Mar. 3 (KM); Bradley’s Marsh, Kent Co.,
Jan. 10 (RS fide DR); and Rondeau on Dec. 28
(RSi). Southwestern Ontario had two periods of
high Marsh Hawk numbers; 35 at Point Pelee
on Dec. 13 (JPK) and 38 in Kent County on
Dec. 28 (DR). A gray phase Gyrfalcon was seen
at Aurora on Oct. 4 (HL), and there were three
reports from Mattice, including one on Dec. 27
(JHE). Other falcons appeared in relatively good
numbers, including a surprising—and encouraging
—5 winter Peregrine Falcons: birds were at Ot-
tawa, Dec. 23-Apr. 3 (JLu et al.); Thunder Bay,
Dec. 28 (RK); Kingston, Mar. 20 (AEH, RDW,
PM); Kent Co., Dec. 28 (JAG); and Port Hope
throughout the period (ERMcD). At least 3
Pigeon Hawks were reported from the Ottawa
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Valley (WEG et al; MR, RP) and 5 from
Thunder Bay (KD). The high count of 21 Spar-
row Hawks on the London CBC was a record
there (WRJ).

GROUSE, RAILS, SHOREBIRDS—There was a rec-
ord count of 145 Gray Partridge on the Kingston
Dec. 27 CBC. Kent Co. yielded a Virginia Rail,
a Sora and a Com, Gallinule on Dec. 28; the last
two species were the first winter records for the
Detroit survey (fide AHK). An Am. Coot on the
Preston CB C, Dec. 26, was the first winter rec-
ord for that area. An early Com. Snipe was seen
at Rondeau on March 14 (JPK) and the 6 on the
Dec. 27 London C B C equals the previous high
count (WRJ). Other shorebird records of late or
wintering birds were: 3 Killdeer at Komoka on
Dec. 27 (WG), and another at Picton on Feb. 12
(KCa); a Purple Sandpiper at Niagara Falls,
Jan. 1-Feb. 20 (HHA); and 6 at Dunnville on
Dec. 1, when 110 Dunlin and 1 Semipalmated
Sandpiper were also seen (AVM). The most strik-
ing record was a Sanderling on Dec. 28 on Van
Wagner’s Beach (CW).

. GuLLs AND TERNS—White gulls were un-
usually numerous and widespread, although the
numbers in the traditional centers of concentra-
tion—along L. Ontario particularly around Kings-
ton—were unexceptional. Among the higher
counts of Glaucous and Iceland Gulls were
(Glaucous first): 15 and 3, Ottawa, Dec. 15 (DB);
9 and 3, St. Clair R., Dec. 7-Feb. 22 (RS, DR);
10 and 1, Sudbury, Dec. 19 (CB, JN); 2 and 1,
Kitchener, Jan. 17 (CAC); 2 of each, London,
Dec. 25-Jan. 3 (FC, WRJ et al.) the third and
first records for Middlesex Co. respectively; and
there were also 2 Glaucous Gulls on the Mon-
treal R. on Jan. 2 & 10 at Marathon on Jan. 9
(JBM, PMe). Greater Black-backed Gull and
Herring Gull numbers were low on the Niagara
R. (HHA), and for the second year in a row at
Toronto (CEG); however, there were 8000 Her-
ring Gulls on the St. Clair River on Jan. 2
(DR, JPK et al), and an all-time high of 325
at London on Dec. 27 (WRJ). A bird of the
Thayer’s race seen on Jan. 2 among the St. Clair
R. gathering was well described (DR). A Black-
headed Gull was at Fort Erie to Jan. 2 (PMB,
HHA et al), and good numbers of Bonaparte’s
Gulls were seen in s.w. Ontario in early winter
with 500 at Rondeau on Dec. 28 (fide AHK) and
2000 at Kingsville on Dec. 13 (JPK). A Com.
Tern at Oakville on Dec. 2 was the latest winter
record in the Hamilton region (GWN, AW).

Doves, OwLs, KINGFISHER—Mourning Doves
continue to winter in ever-increasing numbers:
there were 4 on Manitoulin I. on Jan. 3 (JN, CS)
40 at Blair on Jan. 1 (CAC, JC), where the first
wintering occurred last year; some 1000 in the
Port Hope area (fide ERMcD), and the now
customary high counts from the south and west.
Great Horned Owls were reported in good num-
bers from several areas, but it was not a Snowy
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Owl “year”, and only isolated birds were re-
ported from most areas. Kingston—the usual
centre of abundance—had only about 7, but
there were 15 reports both at Ottawa and in
Prince Edward Co. (TRS), unusually high counts
for an off year. Ottawa also had an invasion of
Barred Owls, with 28 reports between Christmas
and mid-March (RAF), and there were about
8 reported from other areas. It was a remarkable
year for the less common owls, although Long-
eared and Short-eared Owls, the more usual spe-
cies, were in relatively small numbers. Hawk
Owls were seen at Toronto, Jan. 6 (RF); Ottawa,
Jan. 1-3 (SO); Wasi Falls, Dec. 31-Mar. 23 (HP);
and Peterborough, Dec. 26 onwards (MP). Great
Gray Owls staged an invasion, and reports of this
rare species were widespread; 2, Leith, Feb. 15—
Mar. 15 (TM, MDK); 2, Codrington, Feb. 14
onwards (JMS et al.); and single birds at Ottawa,
Jan. 30 (fide RAF); McGregor Township, Mar. 21
(RK); Sunbury, Feb. 24 (EG); Kingston, Mar. 1
(RDW); Azilda, Feb. 20 (KM); South Baymouth,
Feb. 21 (MG); Huntsville, Feb. 11 (MA); Walter’s
Falls, Mar. 19 (GM); Presqu’ile Provincial Park,
Feb. 14 (TRS); and Barrie, Feb. 20 (JH, GE).
This is the heaviest incursion since the huge in-
vasion of 1965-6, which was wholly unprece-
dented. There were scattered reports of Saw-whet
Owls, and single Boreal Owls in King Township
on Jan. 3 (HB, DG); Toledo on Jan. 1 (WEG)
and Surbury on Feb. 22 (AG, KM). The last two
birds were subsequently found dead, and this
seems to have been the fate of many of the owls
in Ontario this year, as the deep snow apparently
made mice hard to find. Belted Kingfishers are
rare in Ottawa in winter; a bird was seen on
Dec. 15 and again on Jan. 10 (RAF, DB,
HNMCcK).

WOODPECKERS, FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—Yel-
low-shafted Flickers were in particularly good
numbers in Toronto (T.0.C.), and continue to
winter with increasing regularity in the Province:
there were 2 on the Ottawa CBC, the second
CB C record there, and 2 others during February
(fide RAF); a bird at Shebandowan on Feb. 23
was picked up dead the next day (ND). Pileated
Woodpecker populations are strong judging by
the number of reports received, and Hairy Wood-
peckers appeared more regularly in s. Ontario
than during the last two years. Three-toed
Woodpeckers of both species provided only scat-
tered reports. There were 2 Red-bellied Wood-
peckers in the southwest, and 1 at East Lake,
Prince Edward Co., on Mar. 21 (NP); a Red-
headed Woodpecker was on Bell’s I, Kingston,
throughout (K.F.N.). A remarkable flycatcher
sighting which was omitted from the fall sum-
mary was a Cassin’s Kingbird at Ottawa, Sept.
19-Oct. 8 (DB et al.), the third Ontario sighting,
one that was carefully documented. Two E.
Phoebes at Waupoos on Mar. 6 (KCa) were early,
as was a Tree Swallow at Point Pelee on Mar. 20
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(KO). Ottawa had a Barn Swallow on Dec. 2,
the latest ever there (fide RAF).

CRrOWS, CHICKADEES, NUTHATCHES—There was
a Gray Jay at Picton on Mar. 15 (JW), and Com.
Ravens are prospering: the Huntsville C B C had
101 on Jan. 10, a “fantastic increase” (fide HP);
the species was reported as common at Mattice
(JHE) and Virginiatown (PWR). Boreal Chicka-
dees provided few reports in the south, but the
New Year saw a minor influx at Pimisi Bay
(LdeKL), and the birds were in good numbers
at Manitouwadge (JBM). Tufted Titmice - were
particularly common in the Hamilton area, with
11 different birds between Oakville and Winona
during the winter, at least 5 remaining through-
out (fide RC). There were 5 White-breasted Nut-
hatches present at Thunder Bay throughout the
winter (KD), but Red-breasted Nuthatches were
scarce there, although in good numbers through
the rest of the north.

WRENS, MiMmips, THRUSHES—A Winter Wren
on Big I. Dec. 30-Jan. 3 and a Brown Thrasher
at East L., Dec. 5-25 were the first winter rec-
ords for Prince Edward Co. (TRS). A Mocking-
bird was at Kingston on March 1 (NM) and at
Sault Ste. Marie Dec. 26-Jan. 1 (AGG). Robin
is another species that is wintering in ever-
increasing numbers: there were 25 on Feb. 7
at Wawa (JBM) and 38 on the Dec. 26 Thunder
Bay CBC, where 100 were seen the previous
week (KD). There were also early Robin move-
ments: 500 at Cobourg on Mar. 15 (GC) and
200 at Point Pelee on Mar. 21 (JAG). A Varied
Thrush was seen in King Township on Dec. 27
(GN), continuing the pattern of winter appear-
ances of this species in the Province. Two Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were at a London feeder on
Dec. 27 (DCr).

PipITs, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, STARLINGS, WAR-
BLERS—A Water Pipit at London on Mar. 20
(JT) set a new early date for the area by two
weeks, and Point Pelee provided one of the in-
frequent winter records of this species, on Jan. 5
(AR). There were the usual isolated records of
Bohemian Waxwings in e. Ontario, and Cedar
Waxwings were in good numbers at Thunder
Bay, with 147 on Dec. 26, and some throughout

“the winter (KD). There were two wintering re-

ports of Loggerhead Shrikes: ;a bird at London
on Dec. 27 (JB, CH), and I at Wasi Falls on
Dec. 26 (HP). Northern Shrikes made news in
the south and east, with high or records num-
bers in most areas along L. Ontario from Toronto
east. They tapered off further west, with only
moderate numbers at Waterloo and very few in
s.w. Ontario (CAC, AHK); the Lakehead had
average numbers. In northern areas Starlings seem
to replace native species as the first spring mi-
grants: at Manitouwadge the first appeared on
Mar. 4 (JBM), at Valrita birds were seen on
Mar. 29 (JHE), and the wintering birds at Vir-
giniatown were supplemented by new arrivals on
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