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The 2007 fall banding season started on 27 Aug. It 
had been planned to open the station earlier in 
August but many things came up to prevent that. 
The best days for both total numbers and species 
occurred over the first three days of banding. 
Hopefui!Y for the fall of 2008 this station will record 
many more days of banding in the month of August. 
The station remained open later· than in the past 
but most of the birds had passed through, which 
resulted in lower numbers of b/1 OOnh. 

Overall, the 2007 fall banding season was very 
good. Weather conditions were good, with no 
planned banding days having to be canceled. 

Five local retraps handled. 

Again this year, a banding demonstration was held 
on the day of the Pheasant Forever Youth Day 
Event. This is a great experience for the 40 youths 
and their parents attending and is evaluated by 
them as being the best of the many events they 
take part in through the day. 

Ruthven Park 425-0795 
Haldimand County, ON 
Rick Ludkin, Loretta Mousseau, Brian Pomfret, 
Banders 
rludkin@hotmail.com 

We had a pretty exceptional fall season: our second 
highest banding total-3530 banded (vs the 3827 
in 2005) of 85 species. After September, we thought 
we would have a new season record. At the end of 
that month we had banded 1425, well over 400 
more than in any previous September. But then 
the bottom fell out and, although we banded a very 
respectable 1762 in October, we were nowhere 
close to the 2694 handled in Oct 2005.0n our 
biggest day (11 Oct) we banded 192. 

There were a couple of species we caught in 
unusually high numbers. Most unusual was the 
number of American Goldfinches. We normally 
catch quite a few and they are very common birds 
in our area, but we just were not prepared for the 
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