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Mey~-Junc 1953

Although this 1ssuo of EBBA NEWS is actuaslly tho liay-Juno
lssuo, it is boling preparod during the first weck in Octobor. Various |
circumstanccs havc transpircd to provent tho Editor, who also must
doublc as typist and. proofroadcr, from getting out an issuc during ‘
tho past sovoral months., The mambors have beon vory paticnt in
waeiting for anothor copy of EBBA NEWS to arrivo, and tho Editor vory
much gpproeiates their forobecaranco whtlc at the same timo apologizing
for thc dalay, It is hopoed that arrangomonts can bo made for somconc .
moro oxperd in typing to assume that tesk, oithor voluntarily or on 1
a paid basis, thug facilitating the preparation of oopy..

T™e Bluc Jay symposium, originally schodulecd for- this issguo, will
bo progented in a lator issuos For ono thing, tho pauclty of material
rocolvod makcs a worthwhilo roport difficult; this is not duc sololy
to lack of coopcration but alsq. and, chicfly, to.insufficiont work
with thig spcelos, .
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In accordancc with action of the Council, the Editor has cleetcd
to combinc the issucs for lway and Junc, July and August, and Scptom-
ber end Octobers A dccrecasc in the number of issucs wil, to a large
dogree, be offsct by using an cxtra sheet in cach of theso issucs,
giving a total of 30 rather than 35 pagés of matcrial, The lattor two
issucs roferred to above should appcar in closc succession, after which
wc hopc to rcturn to a curront basis,

AW IZPORTANT ANNOUNCHIEIT

For tho past month or so, Council licmber Elcanor Dator (lirs.
John Y, Dater) of Remscy, Ncw Jerscy, has been cxtending invitations
t6 banders in the northern New Jerscy and southern New York arca
to attend a get-together at heor home for the purposc of discussing
problcms of local intcrcst, otc, on Saturday, October 17.

However, about a wock ago, lirs, Dater called tho Editor to say
that, due to thc critical illncss of her son with polio and pnoumonia,
shc would havc to cancel plans for thc affeir. Although it will
not affeet tiic cancollation of tho mcotling, it is good to roport that
a phonc call to Elcanor Datcr last-night (October L) provided tho
cnecouraging information that her son is now improving, and I know that
all mcmbors of EyB.B.As will join in wishing him a spccdy rccoverys

. * » * . ow .

PEINSYLVANTA BIRD DANDERS ~— WANTED !

In & letter to the Editor, Dr, Paul H. Fluck, of Lembortvillo,
Yew Jorscy, active bander, author, and human dynamo, makcs the
following offcer which should sound good to licenscd Ponnsylvania
bandcers,

"The banding station at Washington Crossing Park, Pcnnsylvania,
is now opcn to liconscd Pennsgylvania banders who arc welcome to comc
there and band any timc thoy pleaso.

TA11l bands arc tagzed by spocics and arc hung on a largo board,
The record book is sclf-cxplanatory. Ropoats arc listed on filing
cards, All you nccd to bring is your lunch and somc baits for the
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traps. Thorc is an indoor bathroem with hot and cold rnning watcr and
emplc room in the Hoagland housc for shelter in bad weathore All

that you have to do is sct thc traps and bait up,

"The Washington Croosing Park Bird Bending Station is a now
cxporimont in bird banding, Thc public is invited to watch birds
boing banded, Naturally, we don't lct folks flock around tho treps,
but we do bring the birds back in collccting cages to show tho
visitors. Tc pass thc bands around, then band the birds, and away
thoy fly. In thc past twclve months morc than 3,000 Boy Scouts,
naturc grouns, bird watchers, and school children havo visitoed the
station., Noxt ycar we hopo to pack in 5,000 to 10,000 visitors,

YRight now, thc station is boilng opcratod only on Saturdays
and Sundays —— but with the holp of morc banders we should be ablo to
kcop things going threce to four days a wock, Last ycar we bandcd
1190 birds of 42 spccics. Our big dey -- lay 2nd — brought ovor
200 birds, including 79 ncw birds that woro banded, Almost any day in
Octobor and Hovember we should teke at lcast 50 ncew birds. Thero
arc morc than thirty traps ~- all sct up and rcady to go,

"If you want te try your luck at thc Tashington Crossing station,
just call Dr. Fluck (Lambertville, N.J., 109) or lir. Normen Fishcr,
Naturc Dircctor, Washington Crossing Park (Ncwtowm, Pa., 3786), or
writo dircetly to Dr, Fluck, or stop in to scc us somo wockend so that
therc will be somconse on hand to show you around thc traps,

"The fall migration will nc heavy, and we nccd your holp. Lot us
know vhon wg can look for you" )

Bditor's notec: Banders from outsidc of Ponngylvanie aro welcomo,
too, provided thoy arc liccnscd to opcrato in that statcs To got euch
authorization, it is nccessary (1) to scnd your pemit to tho Bird-
banding Offico at Patuxcnt togethor with the request to have Pennsyl-
vania added to it, aftcr which the pormit will be roturncd to you,
and (2) to writc to the Pennsylvania Gamc Commission, Harrisburg, Pa.,
roguosting that you bec grantod a Ponngylvania pecrmit, giving tham your
Fedoral pormit number, Thoro ig no chargo involved, '
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AUTOBIOGRAFHICAL SKETCH BY A FORMER PRESIDENT

The following skctch by former E,B.B.4. Prosidont Horace
Groskin, of Ardmorc, Fonnsylvania, was originally scnt to John V,
Donnis, of Leesburg, Virginia, in rcply to his rcquest for data
in conncection with his book on attracting birds which is now in
prcparation, M¥r. Dennis thought that the skotch was of sufficicent
intorcst for usc in EBBA NETS, so ho sont it on to the Iditor,

In ordor to bring it a littlc morc up to datc than it was originglly,
tire Groskin waes asked to rcvisc it as of liay of this ycar, and he
also conscntod to its uso in EBBA NEWS, Tho skotch follows, .

"From liay 1937 to May 1952, I havc banded a total of 17, 448
birds roprosonting 60 déffcrent spocies, Of theso, 814 individuels
rcturncd to the banding station. Soveral hundred of my birds wore
rotrapped by other banders or found decad,

"Tho "species I have bandod in largest numbers was tho Purplo
Finch -~ 7,971 individuals. Roturns numborod 158 (2,1%), Meny of
these returned a number of times in following ycars, up to cight
and onc half years later, Of my Purplc Finchos, 138 wcrc retrapped
by othor banders of worc found dcad at distances of from 10 to 1,184
alr linc milcs from the banding station, The Purplc Finch docs not
nest in this nrca. Thoy arc prosont only during thc months betwoen
November and iaye

"I have bandcd 2,171 Goldfinches, 2,471 Juncos, over 1,500
Whito-throatod Sparrows, over 500 Song Sparrows, 226 Pinc Sisgkins,
and 419 Cardinals, For bait I usc sunflower sccd, and for Song
Sparrows, Juncos, %hitc-throated Sparrows, and others, I usc a mix-
ture containing homp ond millet, I kcop suct all the yecar around for
woodpoeckors and, in summer, for Catbirds.

"0no cannot cxpeet to get any largo numbor of birds to band
unless a largec number arc proscnt the ycar around, and the best way
to obtain largc numbers is to bec liberal with food. The food should
bo distributed liberally upon fecders whore therc aro no traps. When
tho birds arc accus tomed to coming for food, thon tho traps can be

placcd wncarby,
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"The most interesting birds I have bandod rocontly were the
Philadolphia Viroo, Common Red»oll, Summer Tanager, and "hitc-winged
Crossbill," ,

Noto! Tho story is going the rounds that Mr, Groskin rcally
proved his point when he announced theo capturc of the Surmor Tenager
at a mocting of the Delawarc Valley Ornithological Club, which
organization is notod for the good-naturcd going over that mcmbers
got whon thoy announco rccords of rarc birds such as the Summer
Tanagors

As I hoard it, lr, G, stood up and announced thc occurrcncc of
a Summer Tanager on a certain day in April (19%52), "Hah, hahl!, said
e membor; "Tell us another", sald a notorioug razzor. "And what's
morc, I banded it", said Nr. G, "Probably was a Cardinal®, gald a
doubting Thomas., "And furthcrmorc, hore it is in this box', trium-—

phantly concluded our former presidomtd
* * * *

COITCIRNING BAND SIZES

In & provious issuc of EBBA NETS, a lotter was publishced from
the Reverond Charles S8tochr, of Aunepolis, Maryland, .concerning the
disercpancy botwoon suggested band sizes and .thosc vhich many bandoers
find to bc better fits, In rosponsc to a plea for such deta as mombers
may havo eccumulatced in this conncction, the folloving from Dr, Charlcs
o Dleke, Lincoln, llass., is the only communication roceived., If any
othor membors have any information at all concerning botter band fits,
Plcasc send it in immediatcly, This topic is of oven greater importence
now than it was scveral months ago, sinco, as rcadcrs know, tho
banding office, in conncction with issuing a manual in looso-lcaf
form, plans to revisc its list of* rocommended sizes, so vhy not sond
Scth Low a copy of what you scnd to EBBA NEWS so thet he may have it
to usc whon thoy work on their rovision of tho presont 1ist?

Dr, Blakc writc as follows: "Pending tho complction of a study
in progr:oss, I submit the following suggested changes in the list of
band sizest ‘
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Crostod Flycatcher 1B
Cowbird IB (nostlings nccd 2)
Redwing 13
Baltimorc Oricle 13
Evening Grosbeak 1A
Tastorn Purplc Finch 1
Whito-winged Crossbill 1 (onc bird)
Trocc Sparrow : 1
Slato—colorcd Junco 1
Eagtorn Song Sparrow 1B
Eastorn Fox Sparrow 1B
Rosc—hbrcasted Grosbeak 1A g
Dickeissel (onc bird) 1 (onc Dbird)
Scarlct Tanagoer 1B
Black and 7hitc Warblor 0]
DBlackpoll Warbler 0
Yollow Palm Warbler 0
Yollom-breasted Chat 1B (onc bird)
Catbird iB ;
All Hylocichla thrushces 12
Fastorn Blucbird 1B

"The oxtent to vhich leog sizes moy vary from onc population of
a spocics to anothor has ncver beon detormined,! (Wouldn't this make
a worthvhilc coopcrative recscarch projcct?--Ede )
* * * *

WHITHER GOEST HE?

On April 19, 1952, whilo banding under thc permit of Dr, Paul H,
Fluck, iire T, A, Jarvis, of Pcmberton, New Jerscy, now a very active
bandcr in his owmn right, banded an adult malo Red=-cycd Towhce, Six
days latcr, on April 25, 1952, it was rcported killed about 20 milcs
away, thc inteorcsting thing being that, although it ghould have bocn
migrating northward, it was takeon southwest of its placc of bandinge
It is also of intcrcst to noto that the imaginary linc connccting
Pemborton and Leurcl Springs (the place of rccovery) almost cxzactly
parallcls tho southwestorly coursc of the Delawarce River vhich lics
somo tcn mileg to the northwest, although the flat topography of tho
coastal plain mekos it scom unlikcely that thic bird ecould havo beon
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following tho coursc of the river vallcy, end coven if it werc so, it
would have been in the wrong dircction for spring,

Very littlc is known as to whcother birds cver do overshoot tho
mark during migration and subscquently rotracc their paths to a nlace
through vhich they had rcccontly passcd nor ig therc anything to
warrant thc assumption that, failing to find a matc in onc location,
a bird must continuc in a northerly rathcr than a southerly dircction,
Sincc the datc of banding is considcrably carlior than onc finds matcd
pairs in this swocics in the present locality, 1t would scom that
failurc to find a matc would hardly be a factor in tho prescnt casc.
Indcod, onc can not cven be certain that this bird arrived with tho
migratory wave of Towhces which hits the Philadelphia arca during the
lattor part of April; it may have wintcored in tho gencral rcgion and
may havec beoen wandering aimlossly around for somc unlnovm rcason, In

ary casc, it is en intcresting casc to spcculato abouts
* ¥ * *

MORE ABOUT FEEDING BIRDS

The following lottor from ¥r, John V, Dennis, Box 376, Routo 1,
Lcesburg, Virginia, concerns the roquest for information from lr,
Donnis vhich was published in a preovious issuo of EBBA NEWS, As
rcaders may rocall, Mr, Donnis is cngaged in proparing a book on
attracting birds, Thc leottor follows:

Wiany thanks for the good treatment you geve my rccont rcquest
for information on baits in thc last issuc of HE3A NETS, Your
rcmark on the dogirability of including matorial on the use of watcr,
dccoys, nosting matcrial, and othcr non-food attractants is vory well
talton, Sincec writing you I had pretty much come to the conclusion
that I shouldn't limit mysclf to-food alonc, I am surc that many
banders would have perfocted successful techniques which nced publicize
ing. I would bo very hapny, thercfore, if EIB\ NEWS rcaders would
scnd mc not only information on food baits but also on any other
attractantss

T might mcention that I have had a good many valuablo suggostions
sont to mc on thc usc of live inscets as bait. One bandcr cxpresscd
hope that an animatod imitation fly could be perfected for usc in




May-Juno 1953 EBBA NEWS Pagc 8

taking flycatchors. Sposking of water baits, it has boon suggested
to mc that wator traps arc highly cffcctive undor wild cherry trecs
bearing ripc fruit, Thc cherrics arc said to meke birds thirsty.

"I think onc of thc soundcst picces of adviec I havo roceoived
is to mako usc of tho agricultural producc of your om rogion vhich is
takon by birds, Forcign food itoms moy not be rocognized as food, or
takon only aftcr a perlod of conditioning. As an illustration, I might
citc my oxpericnce with soy beans, It is well knovm among gamc
managors that gecse, many ducks, and bob-vhite quail rcadily take soy
beans in reogions where they arc grom, It occurrcd to me that here was
a food that had been overlooked by banders and fooding station
.opcrators, last wintor I obtaincd a suoply of soy bcans, soslked them
in wator so as to malke thcom goft and palatablc, and offcred them at my
fccding station at.lLeesburg, They wont untouched. Soy becans arc not
grom to any coxtont horc, and tho.birds werc as unintcrcsted in thqn1
as in pobbles, Next I tricd thom on Ring-billed Gulls at Daytona Boach,
Florida, This proved an oxcoption to the rule. The gulls took thom on
first offcring, but not with any great cntlusiasm. But at Lake Fola in
Orlando, Rifig-billed Gulls which arc fod to satiation by rosidents and
tourists, passcd them up cntircly; so did the Coots and varlous spccics
of ducks on tho lakc. iy final oxporiment was at a very successful
feeding station in Gaincsville, Florida. Soy bLeans which I placcd on
feocders in carly larch went untouchbod, .

"I havo yot to oxporiment with soy bcans in a rcgion vhero they
arc growm cxtongively, It would bo intorcsting to find oub if they
might not be takon by fiold foraging birds—-blackbirds, gracklcs, cow=
birds, mcadovlarks, ctce

"I would advisc that soy bcans bo thoroughly scakod beforo being
offered, Thoy swell from throc to five times normal sizc. Swelling of
80y bcans caton by Canada Geeso is a not infreoguent source of fatalitye
Yorc than balancing this dravback is the fact that soy bcans arc non-
porsihable, rich in protoin, and 100% cdible., The mein drawback so

far is gotting birds to take them,"
] » L ]
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A NOTE QOF FLORIDA BURROTING OVLS
by C. Brookc VWorth

During threo ycars in Tampa, Florida, I was ablc to band about
& dozen adult Florida Burrowing Owls. Thesc worc all caught with a
butterfly nct in a building of an abandonod army camp at the Tampa.
Intornational Adrport. Scveral of theso birds werc lator reported as
having boen found dcad or caught and rcleascd, all of thom in Tampa.
The oldest owl was No. A=500661, banded on Novembor 21, 1947, and
roported as found dcad in a letter to the F. and W, Scrviee dated

liay 8, 1952,

These birds were common at the airport, being often scon at the
edges of the landing strips, ospocially at night when tho lights of
incoming plancs marked thom out clecarly. Some were killed by airplanocs,
but their abundance did not scom to be affocted,

A pair ncsted for two yoars within sbout fifty foct of a building
on thc airport grounds vhore we had our laboratory. lc uscd to scc jots
of sand flying out as the birds oxtonded their burrow prior to ogg
laying, Tho resulting mound at the ontranco was the customary porch
of onc¢ or both adults throughout thc day. Five young werc roarcd in

o first scason, but thc ncst was flooded out by a hcavy rain in the
sccond ycar, I found onc othor ncst3 1t roscmbled the first onc |
oxactly, Inquisitive pcople dug this onc out, and onc day I arrived just
in timc to provent tho samc thing hapnoning to the first nest., Tho
cencmics of these, defonscless birds therefore includo man ip at leoast
two destructive catogorios,

(Notc: Dr. WJorth, who spent the last two ycars doing medical
rcscarch in India, has now rcturred to this country, but we do not
have his currcent address at hand. His last copy of EBBA NEWS was
rceturncd to the Editor Bearing the notation "ilovod" as wecll as thrce
forvarding addresscs, onc of which was the intriguing advice, "0/0
Poor Box &%)
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T70 SUGGESIIONS

From Franlk Frazicr, E.B.B.A. Scerctary, comc two suggos tions
vhich arc of intorcst.

Tho first sugzestion rcally is in tho form of a query vaich
the Tditor can't answor. Tho cen? Mire Frazcr says, "That is tho
1atost word on thc usc of mirrors in treps? Inland (Bird Banding
Association) sccms to be oxcited about thoir usce I'm going to rcad
up on it, but I haven't socn anything sincc I bogan banding over four
yoars ago; until a month or so 2ago."

irs Fraziorbsecond suggestion is onc with which the Editor
wholchecartcdly agrocs,, for carrying it out not only oftcn recsults
in moro rccoverics boing roported but it also focusos public
attontion on the vhole problcm of the nced for wildlifo protcction

as well,

Pts lcttor says, "Perhaps it might be a good idca to point out
to bandors tho edvisability of getting morc local publicity for
themsclves, their stations, and the whole bird banding projcct. Tho
rogults of this would cortainly be more roturns and possibly ioro
rocoverics, Inland has a poster, I bought somc from tham, vitich can boy
put wp where it would do somc goods ifaybo wo can mdic one up for
EsBeBode—o0r got somc of thoirs and put our namo on them, liost membors
nced to bo taught how to get publicity for thomgclvegs ' How gbout

- somc suggestions?

Ag a casc in point, I have beforc me, thanks to mcmber Tilliam A
Tomnking, 5% Ionla Strect, Springficld, liasss, clippings from the
Springficld Sunday Republicen of May 31, 1953, conccrning the spring
ficld meoting of NINIA at Arcadis Wild Lifc Sanctuary and with the
banding activitics of Bill Tomplkins at Springficld. Nearly two full
columns of toxt and cight plcturcs, scven of thom roproduccd in the
rotagravurc scetion of the paper accompany the story. Publicity such
as this 1s vory hel.ful to the banding prograre

Logall,'/, the Editor and his wife have bcon vory fortunatc in
having the sympathotic intcorost of a local ncwspaper writer, 3en

A}
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Kizcr, in mattors rclating to birds, and a number of interesting
articlos have egppcarcd. In Junc, for cxamplc, a ncighbor called to
say that therc werc monkoy~faced ovls in his cousing barn up thc road
a milc or so, “hen my wifc and I arrived or the scono, plans worc afoot
to reomove tho owls and have them mounted by a ta.)d.dormi-st. Then they
rcalizcd that thesc birds werc important onough to warrant banding
thcm, and aftor theoy had beeon told vhat supcrior mouscrs they arc
tl:xcy rocoived a rcpricve and Junc and I climbed into the forty foc'at
silo and bandcd five young. Thec next day, lire Kizer, accompanicd by a
photogranher, visitcd the farm, photographcd the farmer and his sons
with the young owvls, and ran a good story on how fortunatc thc farmer
was to have such gucsts, Aftor this, it is safc to say that Barn Ovls
in this barn will be givon zcalous protcction, and wo hopc that other
‘ farmers will have boen improssed by vhat they rcad,

— ==

‘ VEW 1RMDIRS

by to wclcomc the following now members of EBBAL

, 101 Jefforson Drive, Clairton, Ponnae

owslki, 205 Rockwcll Torracc, Frederidz, Maryland
icloncy, 200 Chatterton Parkway, Waitce Plains, New York
g2ith, 137 Kcnwood Avemic, Oncida, New York

Stonc, Jre., Dccrhcad lakc Drive, Barncgat Pinos,

rlzed River, New Jorscy

cs H, Nichols, J:., 327 Plcasant Lanc, Haworth, Now Jorscy
* L ]

ILATERIAL NWEZDED FOR ER3A NEWSe

_ Terc is hardly sufficicnt material on hand to f£ill the two
cmalning summer issucs of EBBA WEWS, so the Editor would approciato
»anything which members would be willing to submit for publication.

Mpologics aro duc to scveral persons who have scont in material
in the past and who did not reccive a porsonal acknowlcdgement for it
it 1s apprcciated nevertheless, and most of it has or will appcar in
-DBBA NEYS,




CEEINYEYND TDYLSOJ NENLTY

R b
1 Ga 4v- T4 0801100 093048 Jerp
t d feru o) ‘g 31047V

HEDYLSOd °S ‘0
U "1'd ‘99-FE 098
Ll

o UIMgoy

YOU COULD i:iKE YOUR OWN TRAPS
BUT WE CAN DO IT FOR YOU AT LOVWER COSTS!

ONE-CELL A good sturdy portablc littlc job of all mEEal
TRIP~ STEP construction with galvanized floor and sliding ta
TRAP takc-out door, Our most popular modcl for
fcoding sholf or on tho ground, Size 6 x 6 x 8",
ONE~CELL A good bush trap to bec sct in shrubbery or on a

TOP-OPENING trec, Spring opcratod and all mctal construction. .
TRAR Size 6 x 6 x 8",
Each of thesc traps $2.00 plus postage (25¢), Canadian banders
add $1.00 por trap to cover shipping and other chargos. All traps
evailoblc within 24 hours of rcceipt of ordor, Specify 1/2 or
1/4 virc mcsh as dosirods
GATIERING CAGE, A safe all-motal gathoring cago with 100 uscsd
Sizo 4 x 5 x 8", with sliding door. $1.00 post-
paid in Us Sede ‘
Large treps of scveral dosigns available, For information writc tod
Gooffroy Gill, 24 Overlook Drive, Huntington, Lel., N.¥.





