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It was recorded by George M. Sutton and graduate students from the University of
Oklahoma in Ellis, Harmon, Comanche, Caddo, and Canadian counties in 1954, and in
Harper and Dewey counties in 1955. Certainly a large eastward emigration similar to
that of 1950-51 has not recurred.

I am indebted to Mrs. John R. Whitaker, of Norman, for several of the observations
at the nest site, and to George M. Sutton for the use of his field notes.— CarL D. Rices,
University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma, July 15, 1955.

The Prothonotary and Kentucky warblers on Cozumel Island, Quintana
Roo, Mexico.—Our observations of individuals of Protonotaria citrea on August 4,
5 and 9, and of one Oporornis formosus on August 5, 1954, on Cozumel Island, seem
to constitute the earliest fall records of these species south of the United States.

Two immature males of the former species, taken on August 9, had a small amount
of fat along the feather tracts, and the breast muscles appeared emaciated. The stomach
of each contained only a small quantity of fruit pulp. An immature Kentucky Warbler
had a stomach full of insects, but its breast muscles were extremely emaciated, suggesting
a long flight on the previous night.

The fact that both of these species have also been taken in western Cuba seems
to give further support to the hypothesis of a route through Florida and Cuba to
Quintana Roo.

The foregoing observations and collections were made on the western coast of the
island, and the specimens are in the collection of Dr. George M. Sutton at the University
of Oklahoma.—Ernest P. Epwarps, Box 611, Amherst, Virginia, and Ricuagrp E. TAsHIAN,
Department of Tropical Research, New York Zoological Society, New York 60, New York,
July 27, 1955.

An old nesting record for the Whooping Crane in North Dakota.—Because of
the scarcity of nesting records of the Whooping Crane (Grus americana) it seems
desirable to report an old North Dakota record for the species. This is a nest found
by Mr. Frank Vejtasa in May, 1909, in Walsh County, North Dakota. I have found
only two other recorded nestings for the state. One is given by Allen (1952. “The
Whooping Crane,” Nat. Audubon Soc. Res. Rept. no. 3) for Ina, Rollette County, June
3, 1871, one egg collected by Delos Hatch. Another is a rather indefinite record for
Lakota, Nelson County, reported by Wood (1932. Misc. Publ. Mus. Zool. Univ. Mich.
no. 10) who quotes Alfred Eastgate as saying they nested there “until 1908.”

Mr. Vejitasa, who is a practising taxidermist and excellent nature-observer from
Fairdale, North Dakota, gives me the following information about this record: On
May 18, 1909, when he was 18 years of age, he flushed a pair of these cranes from
a slough approximately nine miles south of Adams, Walsh County, North Dakota. This
was a slough of about 30 acres containing cattails (Typha latifolia) and bullrush
(Scirpus sp.). Waiting about two hours for the hirds’ return, he followed their move-
ments and discovered a nest containing one egg. The nest was on a heap of rushes and
cattails over about 10 inches of water. Returning to the nest 10 days later, on May
28, he found the egg still unhatched with the old birds very vehement about the
intrusion. On June 15 the egg had hatched and the young bird was observed through
field glasses with its parents. Returning about September 9, Mr. Vejtasa states that
“I found the birds in the same slough. The young bird seemed as big as its parents,
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only it was tan in color and had no bare skin on its face.” He again studied the birds
with field glasses as they waded about in the open part of the slough.

No birds returned to this area the following year or thereafter. Mr. Vejtasa reports
that the last whoopers he saw were three birds seen in company with a flock of
several hundred Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis) on May 2, 1912, about eight miles
east of Edmore, Ramsey County. The birds were feeding in a stubble field and in
a nearby slough.— Epmunp A. Hissarp, Windsor, North Dakota, July 18, 1955.

Behavior of Purple Martins with displaced nests.—Purple Martins (Progne
subis) have nested in community bird houses maintained on the campus of Kent State
University for many years. In June of 1955, while nesting was in progress, a violent type
of behavior was observed as the result of one of the martin houses being shifted in
position. This one, having 16 compartments, is located on a pole set between two
college buildings. On June 4 Mr. William Kline, one of the maintenance men on the
campus, observed that the martin house had been turned during the previous night
through an angle of 180°. The pole on which the house rests is a hollow pipe which
can be revolved on its standard. That morning two male Purple Martins which had
been pecked to death were found lying on the ground along with five or six smashed
eggs. The birds, bleeding from being pecked in the head, and the eggs were still
warm when found. The house was then returned to its original position. On June 15
it was discovered that the house had been turned again during the previous night, this
time through an angle of about 90°. Two newly-batched nestlings, blind and naked,
and six smashed eggs were found on the ground. The person or persons responsible
for turning the house and the reasons for doing so were not known, but probably it
was done as a campus prank. Apparently the Purple Martins became confused when
the nests were displaced so that they entered the wrong compartments which led to the
killing of two adult males on one occasion, the destruction of two nestlings in the
other, and the destruction of half a dozen eggs each time.— Rarpun W. DEXTER, Depart-
ment of Biology, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, July 29, 1955.

American Egret feeding with cattle.—Rice (1954. Auk, 71:472-3) discussed the
phenomenon of symbiotic feeding of Snowy Egrets (Leucophoyx thula) with cattle and
mentioned that he had no knowledge of a similar association by American Egrets
(Casmerodius albus).

On May 22, 1955, Thomas R. Hellier, Jr., and I were observing a flock of at
least 100 Snowy Egrets feeding with cattle in a pasture 12%% miles west of Vero Beach,
Indian River Co., Florida. No Cattle Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) were observed, although the
locality is only about 35 miles from Okeechobee, where they are numerous. I identified
(verified by Hellier) a single American Egret standing in front of, and facing, the head
of a cow. No other egrets were associated with this cow. The bird appeared more skittish
than the Snowy Egrets, and, unlike them, seemed quite wary of the cow. However, |
definitely observed it to capture at least one insect which had been flushed by the cow.
Shortly afterward the bird flew to another cow (also unaccompanied by other egrets)
where it again assumed a similar waiting stance at the animal’s head, although it was not
seen to feed again. It is likely that the American Egret had been attracted to the
pasture by the large numbers of Snowy Egrets, and that it would not have directly
associated with the cattle in the absence of the other birds.— Davip K. CALDWELL,
Department of Biology, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, September 5, 1955.




