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An unusual song of the Slate-colored Junco—On about March 22, 1948,
I heard high in the trees about my home an unfamiliar bird song: a thin trill
followed by a rapid group of soft tweets—usually four but sometimes less.
The trill was like a junco’s, but the complete song suggested a warbler, I could
not locate the singer., On March 24 I again heard the song and this time found
the bird about 60 feet up in an oak; it was a Slate-colored Junco (Junco
hyemalis). After singing a minute or so longer it gave chase to another Junco
a few feet away and was lost to sight. On March 25 I heard the same song,
again given from a high perch. On each occasion that I heard the Junco it
was about 8:00 am. Saunders (1942, Summer Birds of the Allegany State
Park, N.Y. State Mus. Handbook 18:297) records, as unusual, a similar song
by a Slate-colored Junco on its breeding ground—HERVEY BRACKBILL, 4608
Springdale Avenue, Baltimore 7, Maryland.



