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ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE

Fizrp Guine To Birps oF THE WEST InDIES. By James Bond. Illustrated by Earl
Poole. Macmillan Company, New York, 1947: 474 X 734 in., ix + 257 pp.,
col. frontispiece, 211 drawings. $3.75.

Bond’s latest work on West Indian birds is based on his well-known “Birds
of the West Indies” (Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 1936), but the text has been com-
pletely rewritten and abridged, and the new volume is definitely not a second
edition. The detailed descriptions in the predecessor volume are reduced to a few
lines of general description with particular emphasis on field marks; the ranges
are stated in less detail. On the other hand, the accounts of the haunts, notes,
and habits have been expanded, and a general statement of each bird’s status is
appended—helpful features not to be found in the earlier volume. Poole’s line
drawings which illustrated the 1936 work are again used, with numerous new
ones as well, bringing the total number of species figured to over 210,

The use of Bond’s field guide, which has no keys of any kind, naturally
assumes that the student is able to place in their proper families the birds seen
and then run down the specific identification by comparison with the drawings
and a perusal of the appropriate text. North American migrants and wide-~
ranging water birds known to occur in the West Indies are included, as well as
the endemic species, and Bond himself suggests in the introduction that one of
the recent standard North American bird guides can be employed as a useful
adjunct by visitors to the Caribbean. A short statement preceding each family,
of the type used by Mayr in his recent “Birds of the Southwest Pacific,” would
facilitate placing of birds in their proper families by the less experienced observers,
but this suggestion is not intended to be a criticism of what promises to be a
most useful and convenient popular bird guide—J. L. Peters.

TaE Birbs oF BrEwErY CrEEk. By Malcolm MacDonald. Oxford University
Press, Toronto, Canada, 1947: 9 X 6% in., x + 334 pp., 23 photographs (7
in color). $5.00.

However busy he may have been as High Commissioner for the United King-
dom in Canada, The Right Honourable Malcolm MacDonald put his early morning
hours to good use. This book, of engaging and disarming charm, contains no
little factual material. Clever interweaving of first-hand observations and re-
counted incidents has made a highly readable narrative of bird life. Certainly
it is one that can be read with pleasure and much profit by laymen and with
pleasure and probably some profit by most ornithologists.

Launching the account with a description of the area and a chapter devoted
to “A Bird’s Year,” Mr. MacDonald continues with a report of his observations,
arranged chronologically, by months. From a birdless first day in the field to a
final accounting of 160 species, he writes of many varied incidents—and with great
freshness of viewpoint.

The outstanding feature of the book is the easy cadences, which permit
whimsical analogy to follow straight reporting. Without assuming the “sloppy
sentimentality” of which Mr. MacDonald warns, it still is fun te picture his
Red-wing as an Admiral complete with epaulets, or his Robin as a General in
ceremonial dress. Too, one cannot help cheering him in the role of Matchmaker
MacDonald during his encounter with the amorous Buffle-heads.

His life-history reports show remarkably fine powers of observation. Accounts
of the Flicker, Catbird, Oriole, and particularly of the Spotted Sandpiper are ex-
ceedingly well handled. He proposes a very logical theory regarding the “decoy”
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antics, or distraction display, of the Spotted Sandpiper as being related to the
courtship display but later presents nmew evidence, thus leaving the matter open
to more observation,

The book includes 23 photographs (some in color) by Arthur A, Allen and
W. V. Crich., These are related only in that the birds portrayed are named in
a quoted line of the text. Excellent photographs all, those in color being repro-
duced about as successfully as the present use of this process will allow, but the
black and white ones suffer from a toning which robs them of a good deal of
character.

The book is carefully indexed, so that one may follow all the material relating
to a particular species. Some typographical errors do not appreciably detract from
an otherwise finely produced book.—Rosario Mazzeo.

BIBLIOGRAPHY*

ANATOMY (including plumage and molt)

HupsoN, GeorcE Errorp. Studies on the Muscles of the Pelvic Appendage in
Birds II: The Heterogeneous Order Falconiformes. Amer. Midl. Nat. 39 (1),
Jan. 1948:102-127,

PortManN, AporpHE. Etudes sur la cérébralisation chez les oiseaux, Parts 1 and 2.
Alaudae 14, 1946:2-20, 5 figs.; 15 (1), 1947:1-15, 2 graphs.

StapLes, C. P. Further as to Colour Change without a Moult. Buil. Brit. Ornith.
Club. 68 (4), March 17, 1943:80-88.

See also Life History and Behavior: Brooks (2 titles).

DISTRIBUTION AND TAXONOMY

Benre, Winriam H. Systematic Comment on Some Geographically Variable Birds
Occurring in Utah. Conrndor 50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:71-80,

Hering, Louise. Nesting Birds of the Black Forest, Colorado. Condor 50 (2),
March-Apr. 1948:49-56, figs. 12-15.

Kerso, LEon. Embryo Taxonomists, Biol. Leaflet No. 40, Feb. 27, 1948: 1-4.

LonocLey, Wixriam H. Changes in Minnesota Bird Life. Flicker 19 (4), Dec.
1947:87-89.

MiriEr, ApeN H. Further Observations on Variation in Canyon Wrens. Condor
50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:83-85. (Catherpes mexicanus)

Munro, J. A, and I. McT. Cowan. A Review of the Bird Fauna of British
Columbia. B.C. Prov. Mus. Dept. Educ. Spec. Publ. 2, Dec. 1947:1-285, 42 figs.

Parkes, Kennera C., and DeaNn AmapoN. The Winter Range of the Kennicott
Willow Warbler. Condor 50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:86-87. (Phylloscopus borealis
kennicotti)

Toop, W. E. Crype. Systematics of the White-crowned Sparrow. Proc. Biol. Soc.
Wash. 61, March 4, 1948:19-20. (Zonotrichia leucophrys nigrilora, new subsp.,
Natashquan, Quebec.)

Toutr, Wirson. Lincoln County Birds. Publ. by the author, North Platte,
Nebraska. 1947. 191 pp., 1 pl.. 2 figs. $2.00. (Report of observations cover-
ing some 40 years in Lincoln County, Nebraska.)

See also Anatomy: Hudson, Portmann. History . .. and Institutions: White.

MIGRATION AND FLIGHT
Correy, BEN B. Jr. Southward Migration of Herons. Bird-Banding 19 (1), Jan.
1948:1-5, map. (American Egret, Little Blue Heron, Snowy Egret, Anhinga)

* Loose-sheet reprints of this section have been available for the convenience of
Members who clip the titles and paste them on cards for permanent reference files, but
the number of requests received for these has not covered the printing cost. Unless
additional Members wish to subscribe, reprinting the section must be discontinued. Two
sets of the Bibliography (one for author and ome for subject-file) can be supplied
for fifty cents a year. Members are asked to send to the Editor new orders and to
confirm standing orders before September, Double sets for past years (1941-47) are
available at forty cents per year.
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GrrrrFiN, Donarp R., and Raymonp J. Hock. Experiments on Bird Navigation.
Science 107 (2779), Apr. 2, 1948; 347-349, 1 fig. (Morus bassanus homing over
land.)

Mavaup, NoEr. Les migrations de Casse-noix mouchetés i travers la France.
Alauda 15 (1), 1947:34-48. (Nucifraga caryocatactes)

Nicmors, J. T. A Picture of Bird Migration with Particular Reference to Long
Island, New York. Birds of Long Island No. 5, Jan. 1948:117-136.

WesroN, HENRY G. Jr. Spring Arrival of Summer Residents in the Berkeley Area,
California. Condor 50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:81-82, fig. 21.

EcoLoGy

Dice, Lee R. Application of Statistical Methods to the Analysis of Ecologic As-
sociation Between Species of Birds. Amer. Midl. Nat. 39 (1), Jan. 1948:
174-175.

Grece, WiLLiam E, Des dangers que représentent pour les oiseaux les araignées et
leurs toiles. Alauda 15 (1), 1947:55-67.

See also Distribution and Taxonomy: Longley. Population: Kendeigh.

LIFE HISTORY AND BEHAVIOR

BERGER, A. J. Early nesting and Cowbird parasitism of the Goldfinch in Michigan.
Wils. Bull. 60 (1), March 1948:52-53.

BercMAN, GORAN. Der Steinwalser, 'Arenaria i. interpres (L.), in seiner Beziehung
zur Umwelt. Acta Zool. Fenn. 47, 1946:1-151.

Brooxs, Arran. Pied-billed Grebe. Condor 50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:col. frontis-
piece.

Brooks, Arran. Black-capped Chickadees. Condor 50 (2), March-Apr. 19483:
plate opp. p. 89.

Dennis, JouN V. Observations on the Orchard Oriole in Lower Mississippi Delta.
Bird-Banding 19 (1), Jan. 1948:12-21, 2 photos.

Eicsti, W. E. “Drumming” in the Chimney Swift. Nebr. Bird Rev. 15 (2),
July-Dec, 1947:9-11, 3 figs.

GErOUDET, PAUL. Quelques notes sur la Harelde de Miquelon, Clangula hyemalis
(L.). Nos Oiseaux 19 (196), Feb. 1948:165-172, 8 figs.

Gieson-Hrir, C. A. Common Sandpipers displaying in winter quarters. Brit. Birds
41 (2), Feb. 1948:57-58. (Actitis hypoleucos)

GoocH, BErwarp, Pattering action of feeding Lapwing and probing of Starlings
compared. Brit, Birds 41 (2), Feb. 1948:59-60.

HorrMEISTER, Donvarp F., and HEnry W. SETzER. The Postnatal Development of
Two Broods of Great Horned Owls. Univ. Kans. Publ. Mus. Nat. Hist. 1 (8),
Oct. 6, 1947: 159-173, 17 photos. (Bubo virginianus)

Hoskine, Eric. Studies of some species rarely photographed. XIII. The Scottish
Crossbill. Brit. Birds 41 (2), Feb. 1948:49, pls. 9-14. (Loxia curvirostra
scotica: six splendid photographs of adults and young at nest, with note by
B. W. T[ucker].)

Jaecer, Epmunp C. Notes on Behavior of the Turkey Vulture and Prairie Falcon.
Condor 50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:90-91.

K~owres, CeciLia. Slavonian Grebe rearing two broods. Brit. Birds 41 (2), Feb.
1948:56. (Podiceps [=Colymbus] auritus)

LenTtoNEN, LEO, Zur Winterbiologie der Kohlmeise, Parus m. major L. Ornis Fenn.
24 (2), Oct. 1947:32-47. .

MiLLER, ALpEN H. White-winged Junco Parasitized by Cowbird. Condor 50
(2), March-Apr. 1948:92,

Morcan, ArreNn H. White-tailed Kites Roosting Together. Condor 50 (2),
March-Apr. 1948: 92-93.

PetERsoN, Rocer Tory. Arizona Junco. Wils. Bull. 60 (1), March 1948:5, col.
frontispiece.

PrestoN, F. W. The cowbird (M. ater) and the cuckoo (C. canorus). Ecology
29 (1), Jan. 1948:115-116.
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SHACKLETON, WALTER. Three Cases of Parasitism by Cowbirds. Kentucky Warbler
24 (1), Jan. 1948:1-3, 1 photo. (Hylocichla mustelina, Polioptila caerulea,
Vireo olivaceus, in Kentucky.)

SmoEMAKRER, FRANX H. Notes on the Nesting of the Acadian and Alder Fly-
catchers. Neb. Bird Rev. 15 (2), July-Dec. 1947:31-35, 3 photos.

TINBERGEN, N. Social Releasers and the Experimental Method Required for their
Study. Wils. Bull. 60 (1), March 1948:6-51, 24 figs.

Warkinseaw, LAWrReNCE H. Nestings of Some Passerine Birds in Western Alaska.
Condor 50 (2), March-Apr, 1948:64~70, figs. 17-20. (Motacille flava alascensis,
Acanthis hornemanni, A. flammea, Spizella arborea ochracea)

FooD AND FEEDING HABITS

BrecHER, Lronarp C. Bronzed Grackles Feeding on Beech Nuts. Kentucky
Warbler 24 (1), Jan. 1948:7-9.

Heparp, Freperick V. Bald Eagle eating shoat on highway. Wils. Bull. 60 (1),
March 1948:53.

Knowrron, GeorRGeE F. Vertebrate Animals Feeding on the Mormon Cricket.
Amer. Midl. Nat. 39 (1), Jan. 1948:137-138.

Micrer, LovE. An Enemy of the Horned Lizard. Copeiac 1948 (Apr. 15, No. 1):
67. (Falco mexicanus in California.)

Norrir, G. W. Bald Eagle captures tern. Wils, Bull. 60 (1), March 1948:53.

POPULATION (including age, and mortality rates)

HaxN, Harry W. Longevity of the Oven-bird. Bird-Banding 19 (1), Jan. 1948:
5-12.

KenpeicH, S. CHARLEs. Bird populations and biotic communities in Northern
Lower Michigan. Ecology 29 (1), Jan. 1948:101-114, 1 fig.

See also Distribution and Taxonomy: Hering, Ecology: Glegg.

TECHNIQUES (including banding)

Barcray-SmitH, Puyrrrs, Garden Birds. The King Penguin Books, Penguin Books
Ltd., London, 1946: 474 x 7% in., 36 pp., 20 col. pls. (Techniques for at-
tracting and identifying the common birds of Great Britain. The book’s
special value lies in the excellent reproductions of 20 color plates from John
Gould’s “The Birds of Great Britain,” 1862-1873.)

Koskrmies, Jukxa. Siipimerkintd, uusi menetelmi riistalintujen vaellusten tut-
kimista varten. Ornis Fenn. 24 (2), Oct. 1947:54-58, 1 fig. (With English
summary, “Wing marking—a new method for marking gallinaceous birds,”
pp. 57-58.)

See also Ecology: Dice.

HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND INSTITUTIONS

Warre, Lestie A. Notes on the Ethnozoology of the Keresan Pueblo Indians.
Papers Mich. Acad. Sci. Arts and Letters 31 (for 1945), 1947:223-243, 8 figs.

PALEONTOLOGY

Dawson, WiiLiam R. Records of Fringillids from the Pleistocene of Rancho La
Brea. Condor 50 (2), March-Apr. 1948:57-63, fig. 16 (13 spp., including Pipilo
angelensis, new sp.)



