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ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE

FieLp Book or Eastern Birps. By Leon Augustus Hausman. Illustrated by Jacob
Bates Abbott. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1946: 4 X 634 in., xvi -+ 659
pp., 6 col. pls., more than 400 figs. $3.75.

With this book G. P. Putnam’s add a bird identification volume for eastern
United States to their well-known pocket-sized Field Book series. It treats “all
birds east of the Mississippi and the majority of the birds east of the Rockies.”

The text for most species is arranged under the seven subheads: Other names,
Field marks, Field description, Characteristic habits, Notes, Habitat, and Range.
The author follows the nomenclature of the A.O.U. Check-List (1931) but ignores
its two supplements (1944 and 1945).

Nearly every species is figured in black and white, and 94 are also shown in
color. Many of the drawings have already appeared in the author’s “Illustrated
Encyclopedia of American Birds” (1944). The color plates are good and well
printed. The species to be represented were wisely selected, and these plates alone
will solve quiekly many identification problems. A strange exception occurs on
Plate 5, where the very similar Bicknell’s and Gray-cheeked Thrushes are figured
and appear to be quite differently colored. Many of the pen-and-ink drawings are
good, or even excellent, but a considerable number are not recognizable. Even
among such distinctively marked birds as the male wood warblers, we find nine
drawings that no one could possibly identify except by the legend.

In order, presumably, to assist the reader, the account of each family and of
almost every species, however short, is allotted a full page, and this results in
many nearly blank pages—a curious procedure in a pocket guide, where space is
at a premium. The additional subspecies under each species are given separate
headings following the species account (and in some cases are even figured), but
the text for these is usually condensed to a mere statement of the distinctive physi-
cal characteristics (usually not observable in the field). Unfortunately, in some
cases the account of one of the subspecies has been separated from the others
and appears among the races of a different species.

Forty-seven pages are devoted to anillustrated key to the families of birds
found in eastern North America. The families as complete units are forced into
one or another of 14 “sections,” the specifications for which are a curious mixture
of the ecological and the anatomical. The result, in many cases, will be more
confusing than helpful. ,

The reader will find this volume least useful when applied to certain difficult
groups such as the shorebirds, gulls, and flycatchers., Here the author has not taken
advantage of the comparative characters described in recent years by our leading
field workers, nor has the artist figured these species in a way to show such points.
For example, little is said of the wing patterns of gulls, and still less is shown in
the illustrations.

This volume will help many people to identify birds, but it falls short of
the standard set by the best present-day field guides.—J. Van Tyne.

A NATURALIST'S ScrAPBoOK. By Thomas Barbour. Harvard University Press,

Cambridge, Mass., 1946: 534 X 8 in., x -4 218 pp., 20 photos. $3.00.

This posthumous collection of essays will be of great interest to all ornitholo-
gists. The author knew well the rich ornithological history of the Museum of
Comparative Zoology at Harvard that he did so much to make one of the great
centers of ornithological research, and he here relates many things not touched
on in his earlier volumes. These new facts have not only great human interest
but also real scientific value in that they help us to trace important bird specimens
and generally to explain the movements of earlier ornithologists and their col-
lections.
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Other interesting chapters tell of the recent transformations of the Boston
Society of Natural History and the Peabody Museum of Salem, tasks in which
Thomas Barbour had an important part. A third group of chapters concerns Bar-
bour’s travels many years ago in the East Indies and the subject of zoogeography
to which Barbour made such important contributions,

This delightfully written volume—in some respects the best of all his four
volumes of essays—is being welcomed enthusiastically by Thomas Barbour’s many
friends.—J. Van Tyne.

Birps v Kansas. By Arthur L. Goodrich, Jr. Report of the Kansas State Board
of Agriculture, vol. 64, 1946: 340 pp., 6 col. pls., 169 figs.

We presume that the title, “Birds in Kansas,” was deliberately chosen to
express the fact that this is a book for the general public on Kansas birds—not
a new State list meant to supplant W. S, Long’s scientific report (1941).

The text is arranged in a curious way. The species accounts begin with a
selected list of 82 “more common Kansas birds”; following that, the author begins
at the beginning again and gives a fairly complete list and account of Kansas birds,
merely mentioning, and citing pages for, the species already treated in the first
section. There may be some advantage in breaking the text this way, but we
suspect that many readers will be more confused than helped by it. Also, it is
hard to see what criterion was used in selecting the birds to be treated in the text.
Some species recorded in Kansas but once (such as the Man-o’-war-bird) are
listed and even figured, while others that sometimes occur thete in considerable
numbers (such as the Bohemian Waxwing) are relegated to mere mention in
footnotes.

We cannot share the publishers’ enthusiasm for the six colored plates. The
numerous text figures are derived mainly from two (strangely different) sources:
Ridgway’s “Manual of North American Birds” and the Slingerland-Comstock
natural history publications illustrated by Fuertes. In fairness to Fuertes, it should
have been stated that the hundred or so of his drawings reproduced here were
originally intended only as outlines to be colored by students and were never
meant to be presented as finished pictures.

The author is himself in error when he reproves (p. 215) the A.0.U. Check-
List Committee for not using Wilson’s original spelling of the specific name of
the Black-billed Cuckoo, as anyone can easily check if he has access to the rare,
original quarto “American Ornithology” (1811, vol. 4, p. 16). The emended
spelling in later editions of Wilson has, of course, no bearing on the matter.

As frequently happens, the author’s attempt to be “popular” has resulted in
stilted sentences and trite expressions, The book is also marred by a good many
misprints.—]J. Van Tyne.

BIBLIOGRAPHY *

Anatomy (including plumage and molt)

Fismer, Harvey Irvin. Adaptations and Comparative Anatomy of the Locomotor
Apparatus of New World Vultures. Amer. Midl. Nat. 35 (3), May 1946:
545-714, 13 pls,, 28 figs.

Ryvscaarp, GEorGe N. Plumage Reversal in the Ring-necked Pheasant. Flicker 18
(2), May 1946:42-43.

DISTRIBUTION AND TAXONOMY

Arcorw, J. R. The Birds of Lahontan Valley, Nevada. Condor 48 (3), May, 1946:
129-138.
* Titles of papers published in the last number of The Wilson Bullelin are in-

cluded for the convenience of members who clip titles from reprints of this section for
their own bibliographic files. Reprints of this section are available at a small cost.



September 1946 ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE 191

ArpricH, Joun W. Speciation in the White-cheeked Geese. Wils. Bull. 58 (2),
June 1946:94-103. (Branta hutchinsii asiatica and B. canadensis moffitti,
new subspecies.)

A.0U. Creck-List Commirree. Twenty-First Supplement to the American Orni-
thologists’ Union Check-List of North American Birds. Auk 63 (3), July
1946: 428-432.

BarLrie, James L. Jr. The Redhead as a breeding bird of Michigan and Ontario.
Wils. Bull. 58 (2), June 1946:111-112.

BakEr, Bernarp W., and Lawrence H. WaLkiNszaw. Bird Notes from Fawecett,
Alberta. Canad. Field-Nat. 60 (1), Jan~Feb. 1946:5-10, 6 photos.

BaNCrOFT, GRIFFING. Geographic Variation in the Eggs of Cactus Wrens in Lower
California. Condor 48 (3), May 1946:124-128.

Barnts, VenTUura JR. The Birds of Mona Island, Puerto Rico. Auk 63 (3),
July 1946:318-327.

DELacoUR, JeaN, and Ernst Mavr. Supplementary Notes on the Family Anatidae.
Wils. Bull. 58 (2), June 1946:104-110, 1 fig.

Denton, J. Frep. The Breeding Status of the Cowbird in Georgia. Oriole 11 (2),
April 1946:24-27.

Friepmany, HerBErT. The Red-spotted Bluethroats of northwestern Alaska. Auk
63 (3), July 1946:434.

GrrrritH, R. E. Nesting of Gadwall and Shoveller on the Middle Atlantic Coast.
Auk 63 (3), July 1946: 436-438.

GrimM, Winriam C. Bird Life of the Camp Stewart, Georgia, Region. Oriole 11
(2), April 1946:27-42, 4 photos, 1 map.

Keck, WarRReN N. The Mockingbird in Iowa. Towa Bird Life 16 (2), June 1946:
23-27, 1 pl., 1 map.

Moore, Rogert T. The Rufous-winged Sparrow, its Legends and Taxonomic
Status. Condor 48 (3), May 1946:117-123, figs. 25-26. (dimophila carpalis
cohaerens, new subspecies from Sinaloa.)

Moorg, Rosert T. Two New Warblers from Mexico. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 59,
June 19, 1946:99-102. (Geothlypis melsoni karlenae, new subspecies from
Qaxaca; Basileuterus belli bateli, new subspecies from Sinaloa.)

Moser, R. ArLyn. The Genus Junco in Nebraska. Nebr. Bird Rev. 14 (1), Jan~
June 1946: 1-6.

MUNRO, J. A. Preliminary Report on the Birds and Mammals of Glacier National
Park, British Columbia. Canad. Field-Nat. 59 (6), Nov.-Dec. 1945:175-190,
4 photos.

Opum, EuceEneE P., and Tumomas D. BurLEicH. Southward Invasion in Georgia.
Auk 63 (3), July 1946:388-401, pl. 9, map.

ParMER, Raver S., and WenDeELL Taper. Birds of the Mt. Katahdin Region of
Maine. dAuk 63 (3), July 1946:299-314, pl. 8.

StrEET, PHILLIPS B. Some Notes on Trinidad Birds. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:369-
378.

SturcEON, MyroN T. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker on the Michigan State Nor-
mal College Campus, Vpsilanti, Michigan. Jack-Pine Warbler 24 (2), April
1946:50.

WaLLACE, GEORGE J. Seasonal Records of Michigan Birds—Winter. Jack-Pine
Warbler 24 (2), April 1946:57-62.

WesToN, Francis M. Additions to the Florida list. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:451~
452, ’

See also Population: Bond; Technigues: Hagar.

EVOLUTION AND SPECIATION

Arpricr, Joen W. White eggs of the Long-billed Marsh Wren. Auk 63 (3).
July 1946: 442-443.



192 THE WILSON BULLETIN Septeonber 1946

MIGRATION AND FLIGHT
Buckiey, Jorx L. Land birds at sea. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:440.
Grant, CuapMmaN, “Tumbling” of Brant. Condor 48 (3), May 1946:143.
ManNERs, Ebwarp R, Shorebirds Along the Delaware. Cassinia 1946 (for 1945):
23-34.
Nicuors, J. T. Manner of Flight in Petrels and Albatrosses. Marine Life Occ.
Papers 1 (6), June 15, 1946:19-22.
See also Anatomy: Fisher; Distribution and Taxonomy: Denton; Tech-
niques: Fischer and Gill, Hagar.

EcoLoGy

KenpeicH, S. CuARLESs. Breeding birds of the beech-maple-hemlock community.
Ecol. 27 (3), July 1946:226-245, figs. 1-3. (New York.)

See also Life History and Behavior: Smith.

LIFE HISTORY AND BEHAVIOR

ArrEN, Francis H. Audubon and anting. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:443.

AnpErsoN, A. H., and ANNE AnxpeErson. Notes on the Purple Martin Roost at
Tucson, Arizona. Condor 48 (3), May 1946:140-141,

Baker, Witriam C. Notes on summer resident Wilson’s Snipes in Columbiana
County, Ohio. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:446—448.

BricraM, Epwarp Morris JR. Some Experiences with Great Horned Owls. Jack-
Pine Warbler 24 (2), April 1946:43-50, 3 figs.

DexTER, Rarpr W. More concerning the thundering and clapping sounds of the
Chimney Swift, Auk 63 (3), July 1946:439-440.

GILrESPIE, JoaN A. An unusual nest of the House Wren. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:
436.

GoopwiN, DErex. Some Remarks on Sex Behavior of Doves. Brit. Birds 39 (5),
May 1946: 146-147. (Columba livia.)

Hmi, Ravmonp W. Bronzed Grackle “anting” with mothballs. Wils. Bull. 58
(2), June 1946: 112,

LEEs, Joun. All the Year Breeding of the Rock-Dove. Brit. Birds 39 (5), May
1946:136-141.

MclIver, Sam. Nesting of the Louisiana Water-Thrush. Flicker 18 (2), May 1946:
26-27, photo.

Price, HoMmer F. Mallard nesting in tree cavity. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:441.

Rert, E. Z. An Unusual Nest of the White-throated Swift. Condor 48 (3), May
1946:141, fig. 27.

Ryves, B. H. Parent Birds Probing Amongst Brood in Nest. Brit. Birds 39 (5),
May 1946:159. '

Skurch, ALexaNpER F. Life History of the Costa Rican Tityra. Auk 63 (3), July
1946:327-362.

SmitH, WENDELL P. Predator Value. Bird-Band. 17 (3), July 1946: 128,

Tromas, Rura Harris, Catbird “anting” with a leaf. Wils. Bull. 58 (2), June
1946:112.

Tucker, B. W. Courtship Feeding in Thrushes and Warblers. Brit. Birds 39 (3),
March 1946:88-89. (Turdidae and Sylviidae.)

WeBB, GERALD B. Robins’ nests on tree branches overhanging roads. Auk 63 (3),
July 1946: 435-436, pl. 10.

WeLLs, Mrs. Rorro H. Nest of the Winter Wren. Flicker 18 (2), May 1946:
23-25.

Wiriams, ARTHUR B. Red-eyed Vireo nesting in hemlock. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:
438-439.
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Wirriams, Cecin S. Rare egg-laying date for the Canada Goose. 4Auk 63 (3), July
1946:438.
See also Distribution and Taxonomy: Keck; Evolution and Speciation:
Aldrich; Techniques: Kimball and Nichols.

Foop AND FEEDING HABITS

Deracour, J. Under-wing fishing of the Black Heron, Melanophoyx ardesiaca.
Auk 63 (3), July 1946:441-442, pl. 11.

Price, Homer F. Food of a Yellow-crowned Night Heron. Awk 63 (3), July
1946:441.

ScuorFMAN, RoBerT J. A Preliminary Report on the Food of Ducks at Reelfoot
Lake, Tennessee. Jour. Tenn. Acad. Sci. 21 (1), Jan. 1946:10-13.

Waoner, HErmutE O. Food and Feeding Habits of Mexican Hummingbirds.
Wils. Bull. 58 (2), June 1946:69-93, 13 figs.

Woop, Dartg T. Eye-witness Account of Golden Eagle Killing Calf. Condor 48
(3), May 1946: 143.

See also Life History and Behavior: Tucker.

POPULATION (including age, and mortality rates)

Bonp, Ricaarp M. The Peregriné Population of Western North America. Con-
dor 48 (3), May 1946:101-116, figs. 21-24, (Falco peregrinus.)

Buxrton, E. J. M. Fertility and Mortality in the Nest of Swallows, Brit. Birds 39
(3), March 1946:73~76 (Hirundo r. rustica.)

Dence, Wrrorp A. Tree Swallow mortality from exposure during unseasonable
weather. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:440.

ErriNcToN, PauL L. Predation and Vertebrate Populations. Quart. Rev. Biol. 21
(2), June 1946:144-177. (To be concluded.)

Lack, Davip, Clutch and Brood Size in the Robin. Brit. Birds 39 (4-5), April-
May 1946:98-109, 130-135; map. (Erithacus rubecula.)

See also Techniques: Fischer and Gill, Hagar.

TECHNIQUES (including banding)

Bryan, Paur. Further Use of Wood Duck Nesting Boxes in Wheeler Wildlife
Refuge. Jour. Tenn. Acad. Sci. 21 (1), Jan. 1946:76-77.

Buss, Irven O. Bird Detection by Radar. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:315-318.

Fiscuer, Ricuarp B., and Georrrey Girr. A Cobperative Study of the White-
throated Sparrow. Auk 63 (3), July 1946:402-413.

HacAr, Joserm A. Black Duck Bandings at the Austin Ornithological Research
Station on Cape Cod, Massachusetts. Bérd-Band. 17 (3), July 1946:97-124,
map. (To be continued.)

Kimsarr, Heatucore M. H., and Jomn T. Nicmors. Eight Seasons, and Three
Banded Barn Swallows. Bird-Band. 17 (3), July 1946: 125-127. (New
York.)

Mazzeo, Rosar1o. Binoculars and Telescopes for Bird Study. Bull. Mass. Aud.
Soc. 30 (5), June 1946:155-162, 5 figs.

Moreau, R. E. The Recording of Incubation and Fledging Periods. Brit. Birds
39 (3), March 1946:66-70.
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ScuORGER, A, W. Thure Kumlien and the early history of the Philadelphia Vireo.
Wils. Bull. 58 (2), June 1946: 113-116.

SteveEsNson [Stevenson], Jamrs O. An Old Account of the Whooping Crane in
Nebraska. Nebr. Bird Rev. 14 (1), Jan—June 1946:21-22.



