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ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE

Mober~ Birp Stupv. By Ludlow Griscom. Harvard University Press, Cambridge,
Mass., 1945: 5% X 714 in., x 4 190 pp., 15 photos, 10 maps and diagrams.
$2.50.

“Modern Bird Study” is a fine little book, and I have read it with the
greatest interest from cover to cover. It is not simply about birds; it is not simply
another “What bird is that?” book; it is about avian populations and all that the
words imply: the adaptability of bird populations, their migrations, the routes that
they take during their travels, and their distribution. The first five chapters—De-
velopment of Field Ornithology. Capacity and Intelligence of Birds. Adaptability
of Birds. Migration: Causes and Origin. Migration: Factors and Routes—“will
appeal to any layman with a general interest in birds,” as Griscom says in his pre-
face; “The chapters on distribution and classification are more technical. . . . The
main object of the book . . . is to show that the study of birds is not only a branch
of scientific research . . . but that it also contains many topics of interest to the
layman, and that the growing army of bird watchers have and can really assist
the ornithologist in solving problem after problem by controlled, careful, and
thorough observation.”

It is a delightfully made little book, too. It fits into the pocket, and I can
think of nothing better to lighten a tiresome train journey. There are 15 unusual
photographs by Cruickshank, A. A. Allen, Edith Sloan Griscom, and others, as
well as 10 very helpful maps and diagrams. Useful references are given at the end
of each chapter, and there is an adequate index. At first sight the text may seem
short, but it is as packed with meat as the proverbial nut.

Of course, it is the part concerning distribution that interests me most, and
the analysis here is really first rate. I was extremely interested to find that Griscom
is much more sympathetic to J. A. Allen’s postulates concerning North American
geographical distribution than to C. H. Merriam’s. In the chapter on classifica-
tion, there is an excellent analysis of the question of superspecies and incipient
species, as well as a clear, brief, easily understood discussion of sympatric and allo-
patric species; monotypic and polytypic species; and intergradation.

This is a hard book to review because I am tempted to give long quotations
from it—which simply reiterates what I said before: it is a meaty little book.
(At first sight I may seem biased because Ludlow Griscom is here at the Museum
of Comparative Zoology, but I think probably it would be truer to say that I am
hypercritical because the book is distinctly “up my alley.”)—T. Barbour.

CuECK-List oF Birps or THE WEST INDiES. 2nd ed. By James Bond., Academy
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 1945: 6 X 9 in., xiii - 182 pp., map.
$2.00.

At first glance the second edition of Bond’s Check-List seems not to differ
greatly from the original edition (1940) that was reviewed in this journal, vol.
53, p. 40, but a careful comparison of the two reveals numerous changes. In the
first place, the preface has been enlarged and the lists of extinct and vanishing
species revised; to the extinct birds is added Columba inornata wetmorei which
has not been found since 1926; on the other hand, the number of birds that Bond
believes may become extinct within the next hundred years has been reduced from
thirteen to six. The list of rare or local forms has been omitted entirely.

A few species, reports of whose occurrence in the West Indies are now con-
sidered doubtful, have been dropped from the Check-List, and a few recent re-
cords (e.g. Dendrocygna bicolor from Cuba) added. A new feature is the inclusion
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of the earliest dates of arrival and the latest dates of departure of the North
American migrants. In the original edition, free use was made of footnotes to
explain the author’s views on relationships and derivations; in the second, this
practice is amplified. It is interesting to note in the present edition that Bond
has carried out certain changes which he tentatively proposed in the earlier edition;
for instance, he unites Nesophlox with the Central American Cealliphlox, places
“Calypte” helenae in Mellisuga, reduces the status of Colaptes chrysocaulosus to a
race of C. auratus, and unites Holoquiscalus with Quiscalus. There can certainly
be no serious objection to any of these proposals. On the nomenclatural side we
find Parula replacing Compsothlypis (and the family called Parulidae) and Sper-
mophila replacing Sporophila, since under the international code they are not
preoccupied by Parulus and Spermophilus respectively.

This check-list is the culmination of many years of devotion to the ornithol-
ogy of the West Indies, both in the field and in the museum; it will stand as
authoritative for a long time to come~—J. L, Peters.

ATLAs OF Avian ANatomY: OSTEOLOGY, ARTHROLOGY, Myorocy. By Frank Wilbut
Chamberlain., Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station Memoir Bulletin
5, 1943 [1944]: 47 pp. of text, 95 pls. $2:50.

Because the title of this book might prove misleading to some ornithologists,
it seems advisable to mention briefly some of its inadequacies. It was prepared
primarily for use in veterinary medicine and deals only with domestic types, such
as chickens, geese, swans, and their close relatives. It is not, then, a general atlas,
and it is in no true sense comparative. Its descriptions and terminology are not
correlated with the recent anatomical work by Howell (duk, 54, 1937:364-375;
55, 1938:71-81), nor with the muscular anatomy by Hudson (Amer. Midl. Nat.,
18, 1937:1-108), with its superior illustrations. Indeed, these and many other
significant papers, for example, those of Gadow and Fiirbringer, are not listed
in the one-page bibliography. The plates showing bones could have been dis-
tinctly useful if more than a smattering of the topographical features had been
labelled. These drawings do indicate the kind of bird involved, but unfortunately
the illustrations of joints and muscles do not. These defects may not be of
consequence when the work is used in vocational training, but the general zoologist
can view only with regret the failure of the veterinary anatomist to correlate
his work with that in broader fields—Alden H. Miller.
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vAN RossEm, A. J. The Golden-crowned Kinglet of Southern California. Condor
47 (2), March 1945:77-78. (Regulus satrapa amoenus n. subsp. from Eldorado
Co., Calif.)
See also Life History and Behavior: Davis, Hicks (3 titles); Population:
Gross (2 titles) ; History . . . . and Institutions: Murphy.

MIGRATION AND FLIGHT

Apams, Ivers S. Arrival and Departure of Snow Geese in Quebec. Bird-Banding
16 (1), Jan. 1945:36-37.

AriiN, A, E. Fall migration of the Golden Plover at Fort William, Ontario. Auk
62 (2), Apr. 1945:303.

Brooks, MAURICE. Electronics as a Possible Aid in the Study of Bird Flight and
Migration. Science 101, March 1945:329.
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the Hummingbird. Jack-Pine Warbler 23 (1), Jan. 1945:2-7, figs. 1-4.
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74-75.
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71-76.
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Jan. 1945:1-14,
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Bird-Banding 16 (1), Jan. 1945:37.

See also Distribution and Taxonomy: Moore; Migration and Flight: Hoch-
baum; Population: Austin.

Foop AND FEEDING HABITS

Murray, J. J. The food of the Raven in Virginia. Auk 62 (2), Apr. 1945:306.
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Wils. Bull. 57 (1), March 1945:77.

POPULATION
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EinarseN, ARTHUR S. Some Factors Affecting Ring-necked Pheasant Population
Density. Murrelet 26 (1), Jan~Apr. 1945:2-9.

EINARSEN, ARTHUR S. Quadrat Inventory of Pheasant Trends in Oregon. Jour.
Wildl. Manag. 9 (2), Apr. 1945:121-131.

Farner, Donawp S. Age Groups and Longevity in the American Robin. Wils, Bull.
57 (1), March 1945:56-74.
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(2), Apr. 1945:53-58.

Gross, ALFREp O. The Present Status of the Great Black-backed Gull on the
Coast of Maine. Auk 62 (2), Apr. 1945:241-256, pls. 12-15.

Lroporp, A. STaARKER. Sex and Age Ratios among Bobwhite Quail in Southern
Missouri. Jour. Wildl. Manag. 9 (1), Jan, 1945:30-34.

NestLER, Rarpu B., and Arvorp L. NELsoN. Inbreeding Among Pen-reared Quail.
Auk 62 (2), Apr., 1945:217-222.

See also Techniques: Hendrickson, McClure, Spofford.

TECHNIQUES (including banding)

Brvan, Pavr. Use of Wood Duck Nesting Boxes in Wheeler Wwildlife Refuge,
Alabama. Jour. Tenn. Acad. Sci. 20 (1), Jan. 1945:35-40.
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Bird-Banding 16 (1), Jan. 1945:15-21.
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16 (2), Apr. 1945:64-65.
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Kurz, H. L. An Improved Game Bird Trap. Jowr. Wildl. Manag. 9 (1), Jan.
1945:35-38, pl. 2.

Laskey, AMeLIA R. Banding Nomenclature. Bird-Banding 16 (1), Jan. 1945:
37-38.

Linouska, JosepE P. Age Determination in the Ring-necked Pheasant. Jour.
Wildl. Manag. 9 (2), Apr. 1945:152-154.

McCrure, H. Erriorr. Comparison of Census Methods for Pheasants in Ne-
braska. Jour. Wildl. Manag. 9 (1), Jan. 1945:38-45.

Sporrorp, WALTER R. Falconry and Conservation. Natwure Mag. 38 (5), May
1945: 258-261, 274-275, 6 photos.

StEwART, RoBERT E., JaMEs B. Cope and CuANDLER S. RoBBiNs. Live Trapping
of Hawks and Owls. Jour. Wildl. Manag. 9 (2), Apr. 1945:99-104, fig. 1, pl. 3.

See also Migration and Flight: Brooks, Nicol; Ecology: Wolfe; Population:
Einarsen, “Quadrat Inventory . ...”; History . ... and Institutions: Wood.

HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND INSTITUTIONS

Lewrs, Freperic T. Cotton Mather’s manuscript references to the Passenger
Pigeon. Auk 62 (2), Apr. 1945:306-307.

Murpry, R. C. Middle 19th-Century introduction of British birds to Long Island,
N.Y. Auk 62 (2), Apr. 1945:306.

PenArD, THOMAS E. Lafresnaye. Awk 62 (2), Apr. 1945:227-233, pls. 10-11.

ScHORCER, A. W. Aaron Ludwig Kumlien. Passenger Pigeon 7 (1), Jan. 1945:
9-14, photo. (With bibliography.)

Woop, Harorp B. The History of Bird Banding. Auk 62 (2), Apr. 1945, 256—
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PALEONTOLOGY

pEL CamPro, RaFarL. Huevos Subfosiles de Grulla en el Valle de Mexico. Anales
del Instituto de Biologia 15 (1), 1944:313-318, photo. (Eggs of Grus cana-
densis pratensis.)

“Age Groups and Longevity in the American Robin”"—a Correction

Footnote 7, page 71 of the March (1945) Wilson Bulletin should read: “Nice
(personal communication) estimated an average of 4.4 young per pair per season
for Turdus migratorius achrusterus in Oklahoma.”—Donald S. Farner,



