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A Fierp Gume T0 WESTERN Birps. By Roger Tory Peterson. Houghton Miiflin
Company, Boston. 1941: 414 x 7Y in., xviii + 240 pp., 6 col. pls., 40 black and
white pls., 40 text figs., map. $2.75.

The Editor of this journal may have erred in requesting the undersigned to
review the present work, for the latter professes partiality for Mr. Peterson’s
unique style of field bird guide. The novelties introduced in this author’s “A Field
Guide to the Birds” (1934) and elaborated upon in the revised edition of 1939,
appear to have reached culmination in the present work. At least, it scems to this
reviewer that there is little room left for improvement. We doubt whether any
other person in this country combines Mr. Peterson’s qualities for conciseness of
expression, both in illustration and in print, of the essential identification points of
birds, features which are expressed in every page of this book.

With these words of well merited praise, we turn to a brief description of the
book. Although it contains 260 pages of material plus 46 unnumbered pages of
plates, the book is not beyond “pocket” size; but it would seem a pity to so
abuse such a valuable little volume. The 201 pages of main text are interspersed
with the 40 excellent pen and ink figures, many of which depict details of identi-
fication points; while each plate usually portrays from five or six to twenty or
more species in Mr. Peterson’s characteristic, diagrammatic style. The book’s scope
is conveniently indicated by a map and includes the eleven western states, western
Texas including the Rio Grande valley, and the western part of the Great Plains
area. Here it is noted that observers in the eastern margin of the area will also
require the eastern companion volume to cover adequately their regions.

The plan of the book closely follows that of its revised eastern predecessor,
except as regards the treatment of subspecies. Thus, a brief preface and directions
as to how to use the book comprise the 18 introductory pages. Here the novel
treatment accorded subspecies is but briefly mentioned, while this important matter
is more fully explained in the form of an addendum, where a list of the sub-
species and their ranges is also provided. It would seem more logical to have
included the remarks about subspecies in the preface and the reviewer urges
readers to peruse this section before using the book. That this was not done was
probably due to the author’s commendable desire to de-emphasize the subspecies
in field identification work. Mr. Peterson has handled this difficult subject in an
admirable and courageous way. His efforts in this direction should do much to
lighten criticism of similar changes contemplated for the next edition of the
A.0.U. Check-list.

Briefly, in most cases only the species or the single subspecies, if but one form
occurs within the scope of the book, is named and figured. Where several races
of a species occur, the common and scientific names of all known from the region
are listed at the end of the species’ accounts. The range is here provided for the
entire species only and is restricted to the scope of the book. Subspecies’ ranges are,
as stated, listed in the addendum. It would seem to have saved some space to have
given the subspecific ranges in the main text, but such procedure might have
added importance to subspecies which the author desired to avoid. There are a
few exceptions to this rule, cases in which it is possible to identify subspecies in the
field, like the races of the Canada Goose and White-crowned Sparrow, in which
instances the field identification marks and the ranges of the subspecific forms are
provided in the main text, following the species accounts.

There are included 534 forms which are treated as species. This includes
practically all of the wild birds of the area, even ‘“casuals” and seven introduced
species. Under these main forms, not more than about ten subspecies in all are
described as being identifiable in the field. In all other cases the subspecies are
referred to as having “no apparent field differences,” their field identification being
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thought to be either very difficult or impossible. This is certainly a step in the
right direction with which most ornithologists will heartily agree.

Each main form is named, usually with the A, O. U. Check-list’s vernacular and
scientific names. If there are subspecies in the area, the note “Subsp.” follows. Then
comes a reference to illustrations and in many instances, especially of ducks, hawks,
shorebirds, and gulls, there are two or three figures of a species. Next the length
of the bird is given in inches at the beginning of the word description which
covers both sexes if different and sometimes immature plumages as well, always
concisely stressing field characteristics. In many instances there follows a section
on voice, but this is so frequently omitted that one wonders how little may be
published elsewhere in this connection. In the cases of the similar appearing
species of the Empidonax flycatchers and of subspecies of the White-crowned
Sparrow, where the birds’ songs may differ more than their plumages, helpful dia-
grammatic song analyses are provided in the text. Finally, the form’s range within
the scope of the work is provided, and following this, the subspecies if any, are
listed.

The success of Mr. Peterson’s books, we think, lies principally in his excellent
diagrammatic drawings and in their number. In this respect the present volume is
especially rich. Of the 534 species treated, 464 (87 per cent) are figured. A number
of them are illustrated four or more times to show the sexes, ages, and various
postures. Thus this is truly an illustrated manual and as such it will no doubt
be especially useful to beginners in bird study. The author has expressed excellent
judgment in his choice of the 70 forms which are not figured. Thus, such well
known birds as the Crow and Robin are not illustrated. Other kinds so eliminated
include mostly rare or casual occurrences that are either strikingly individual, as
the Whooping Crane and Spoonbill, or so similar in appearance as to render por-
trayal of the differences difficult or impossible. Some shearwaters and the Empi-
donax flycatchers, of which only the Western is illustrated, are examples of the
latter category.

The author states in the preface that the Field Guide is not intended to replace
Hoffmann’s Birds of the Pacific States in the area (Washington, Oregon, and
California) which both cover, but rather the latter is to be used as a companion
piece to the former. In the other western states, the present guide should fill a
much needed want. Mr. Peterson acknowledges Hoffmann’s more thorough treat-
ment of bird voices and habitats with the statement that such detailed considera-
tion was impossible in a book the size of the present one.

The entire work is so well done and free from typographical and other errors
that it would be uncharitable indeed to mention the remarkably few lapses that
have come to the reviewer’s attention. Perhaps the frequent omissions of a species’
voice or notes, already mentioned, is a criticizable point; but here many of us
can blame ourselves for not publishing what we know of this important subject,
rather than the author. No one person can be expected to know the notes of
every bird of a region, and for North America, Mr. Peterson probably knows as
many as does any other person.

The excellence, usefulness, and modest cost of this book should be incentive
for everyonme interested in birds to own a copy. Certainly, this should apply to
all bird students in the West, while to those in the East who know their birds well,
the western guide will probably be more interesting than their local one.—James
Moffitt.

Bwp Iscanps Down East. By Helen Gere Cruickshank. With photographs by
Allan D. Cruickshank. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1941: 6 x 84 in,,
xii -+ 123 pp., 50 photos.
With exceptional charm Mrs. Cruickshank writes her first book—the adventures
she has shared with her ornithologist husband among the sea bird colonies of
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Maine’s isolated, coastal islands. Thus, we read of many experiences encountered
while studying and photographing the Puffins and Leach’s Petrels of Machias Seal
Island, the Double-crested Cormorants of Old Man Island, the Laughing Gulls and
Black Guillemots of Little Green Island, the Arctic Terns of Matinicus Rock, and
the Great Blue Herons of Otter Island. We read, too, of banding Herring Gulls
on Western Egg Rock, of late summer trips to Monhegan Island to view migrating
birds, of Hog Island with its perennially used Osprey nest and the Audubon
Nature Camp with which the Cruickshanks are associated.

The book is most attractive, its jacket appropriately embellished with a
photograph of a Puffin, an avian personality which Mrs. Cruickshank believes is
the one northern colonial nesting bird that bird watchers are most anxious to
observe. The text is relatively brief, simply worded, and offers smooth enjoyable
reading. Not a compendium of ornithological lore, the book is nevertheless sound
ornithologically, with keen observations and vivid descriptions coupled with
touches of good humor and warm feeling for Maine’s seaboard environment. The
many photographs with which the book is generously illustrated are superb.—
O. S. Pettingill, Jr.

TrE AUuDpUBON GUIDE TO ATTRACTING Birps. Edited by John H. Baker. Doubleday,
Doran and Company, Garden City, New York, 1941: 5% x 8 in., xviil | 268
pp., frontispiece in color, 8 pls., 11 pp. of line drawings. $2.50.

This helpful volume is written by four members of the National Audubon
Society staff, Roger Peterson, Richard Pough, Dorothy Treat, and Mr. Baker. The
book is designed to be a guide to practical methods any bird lover can use in
attracting birds around the home or sanctuary, and it accomplishes its purpose
very well. The emphasis is upon song birds, but predators, and waterfowl, and
other game species are also included. The book is broader by far than its title
implies, for in addition it treats of several other topics of interest to the bird
student.

In his seven opening chapters, which constitute the bulk of the book, Roger
Peterson easily maintains his solid reputation. His contributions are readable and
entertaining, as well as useful. Many a bird student, experienced as well as novice,
will find helpful suggestions in his sections on methods of study, choice of a
binocular and camera, and technique of bird photography.

In attracting birds the why of each procedure as well as the how are con-
sidered. Territorial behavior of the birds, ecological succession, the effect of insecti-
cides upon the bird population, a sane attitude toward predators, and even a
chapter on the legal aspects of trespassing, liquidating your neighbor’s cat, and
of other minor temptations which occasionally face the bird lover—all find their
place. These and many other topics must naturally be treated very briefly, but
the total effect is surely to broaden the outlook of the average student of birds.

All of the familiar, and many new and novel methods of attracting birds are
described. Bird houses, bird baths, bird feeders, and the choice and arrangement
of trees, shrubs, and other plants for cover and food are all treated effectively.

In such an all-inclusive work it is small wonder that there are points which
a reviewer would question. Are birds really so essential that without them, as
Mr. Baker says, “trees . . . would wither; crops would not thrive; lawns would
deteriorate; ponds and streams would become polluted; soils would erode”? Many
an entomologist, probably as capable to judge as we ornithologists, would doubt
it. The old food patch mixture (p. 54) of 16 varieties of seed quoted from the
Michigan Department of Conservation has in recent years been greatly improved
by simplification. Wood Duck boxes (p. 115) are usually unsuccessful without a
generous layer of sawdust or rotting wood in the bottom. The list of plants (pp.
226-247) would have been more useful, we believe, if it had included fewer species,
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with more information about each. Red cedar, barberry, and buckthorn are all
recommended with no caution against the fungus diseases for which they serve
as alternate host. Beach plum is described as a “good” bird food, although actual
records of its use by birds are few and far between. And why, in a book on
attracting birds, does the frontispiece and only colored plate depict the Great
Blue Heron, which it is practically impossible to attract?

These are all minor details, however. This book, the leader in its field, will be
a profitable addition to the library of every bird lover—Gustav Swanson.
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