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ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE 1 

FALCONRY. A HANDBOOK FOR HUNTERS. By William F. Russell, Jr. Drawings by 
W. D. Sargent and photographs by the author. Charles Scribners Sons, New 
York, 1940: 6 x 9 in., ix + 180 pp., 6 pls., 12 figs. $2.50. 
With the ever increasing interest in birds as a source of recreation and study, it 

is quite likely that the ancient sport of falconry will again come into its own. In 
fact, if this inspiring book on falconry reaches the hands of bird-lovers and sports- 
men with ample leisure time, it is safe to say that it will come into its own very 
soon. 

Mr. Russell has written this book for the beginner. After considering in his first 
chapter the four problems with which the prospective falconer is faced, namely, 
leisure time, what to catch, where the sport may be practiced, and learning how to 
train and hunt with falcons, he presents a series of chapters dealing with an 
orientation in the field of hawks, methods of trapping, “manning,” and training 
hawks, the various techniques in hunting such birds as crows, magpies, and game, 
and the care and management of hawks. He devotes his final chapter to a descrip- 
tion of implements and to a glossary. The beginner will find this glossary indispen- 
sable since the author faithfully uses the traditional terminology of the sport. 

Ornithologists and bird-lovers who are skeptical of falconry, thinking it a cruel 
sport or a subversive influence in the conservation of hawks, must read this book. 
They will find that the successful falconer has a deep affection for his birds and 
gives tireless consideration for their well-being and comfort. Furthermore, they will 
find that falconry indirectly encourages hawk conservation. A falconer must ob- 
tain his hawks alive, either by trapping (a tedious and difficult task in itself), or by 
taking “eyases” from the nests. Consequently there must be a constant supply of 
them. Ruthless shooting of hawks decreases his chances of successfully trapping a 
few individuals; taking all young from nests discourages renesting on succeeding 
years. In other words. a falconer is interested in perpetuating hawks rather than 
in wiping them out! 

This book contributes considerable interesting information to our knowledge of 
hawks, particularly their behavior and feeding habits. Ornithologists, however, 
will be likely to question a number of statements made by the author. For in- 
stance, he intimates (p. 13) that “old hawks” in the wild lose their fear of man 
Accipiters (p. 23) soar in the air only to cool themselves. The tooth on the upper 
mandible of the falcon’s bill (p. 22) is used to sever the spinal cord in the neck 
of their prey, thus bringing about a quick and painless death, whereas the Accipi- 
ters (p. 23), whose beaks are not adapted for severing the spinal cords of their 
prey, must kill by the pressure which their powerful feet and talons can produce. 

The most important treatises on falconry are listed in a brief bibliography. As 
the author states elsewhere in his text, all of them are either out of print or diffi- 
cult of access. The well-known article by Louis Agassiz Fuertes, “Falconry, the 
Sport of Kings,” (Nat. Geogr. &fag., 38, 1920), is not included. This article to- 
gether with the present book constitute the only two important treatises on fal- 
conry yet published in America. There is an adequate index.-0. S. Pettingill, Jr. 

BIRDS OF THE UPPER PENINSULA OF MICHIGAN. By Leonard Wing. Research Studies 
of State College of Washington, 7, No. 4, Dec., 1939 [published about Apr. 1, 
19401 :163-98, map. 
The birds of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan are but poorly known and the 

present paper is a much needed contribution to the subject. Its title is perhaps 
slightly mis-leading for there is no attempt to list all species known in that area. 

1 For additional review see page 90. 
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This is purely a combined report on the author’s five trips, totaling about 82 days 
in the 16,000 square mile area. 

Dr. Wing has been too modest in refraining from indicating the significance of 
some of his records. They include for example, the iirst Sharp-tailed Grouse speci- 
men from the mainland of Michigan, the first Brewer’s Blackbird record for Michi- 
gan, and the first Michigan breeding records of Blue-headed Vireo and Western 
Meadowlark. 

Unfortunately the many signs of failure to check proof on the paper weaken our 
confidence in any given piece of data. Fourteen errors in 131 scientific names are 
too many. Also in Table 4, Tree Swallow appears as “Tree Sparrow”; and in 
Table 6, for the first “Black-throated Green Warbler listed (4d) one should read 
Black-throated Blue Warbler. On page 174, Blue-winged Teal is called N&ion 
carolinense. The second quarter of page 197 duplicates the first quarter. “Wilson’s 
Thrush” of Tables 3, 4, 6, and 8 is apparently the equivalent of Willow Thrush 
of page 188. 

The author has made a praiseworthy attempt to give in tabular form exact data 
on relative abundance of birds but his tables are inadequately labeled and those 
based on as little as six days’ observation do not seem very significant. 

In his discussion of geographical variation in Dryobates vtiosus Dr. Wing gives 
us nothing new except the strange and wholly unauthorized use of the word “inter- 
mediation” as a synonym for “intergradation.” 

It is regrettable that the author does not indicate which records are based on 
specimens collected. 

The section on the Canada Jay is based entirely on second-hand data from 
untrained observers, and the taxonomic discussion of Michigan ravens loses much 
significance when we know that all of the specimens examined were of immature 
birds. 

When we add to the above a count of a dozen additional misprints, we must 
conclude that even after seven years’ delay Dr. Wing has published this paper a 
little too hastily.-J. Van Tyne. 

SHORT PAPERS 
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or Length of Day. Amer. Biol. Teacher, 2, No. 3, Dee, 1939: 63-7. 74-5. 
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CHAPMAN, F. M. The Birdman. Nat. Hist., 45, No. 3, Mar., 1940: 147-50. (An ex- 
cellent discussion of the qualifications and training needed by a would-be orni- 
thologist). 

-. Further Studies of the Genus Quiscalus. Auk, 57, No. 2, April, 1940: 22.5-233. 

COOKE, MAY THACHER. Suggestions for Bird Field Study. U.S. Biol. Sure. Wildlife 
Leaflet, BS-150, Jan.. 1940. 7 pp. (Mimeo.). 

DAVIS, DAVID EDWARD. Social Nesting Habits of the Smooth-billed Ani. Auk, 57, 
No. 2, April, 1940: 179-218. 

DAVISON, VERNE E. A Field Method of Analyzing Game Bird Foods. Jour. Wildlife 
Management, 4, No. 2, April, 1940: 105-116. 

DEIGNAN, H. G. Bird Study in European Museums. Enplor. and Field Work of 
Smiths. Inst. in 1939, 1940: 41-4, figs. 41-44. 

DEMAY, IDA S. A Study of the Pterylosis and Pneumaticity of the Screamer. Con- 
dor, 42, No. 2, Mar.. 1940: 112-18, 3 figs. (Clzauna chavaria, Anhimidae). 
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ENGSTROM, HUGH R. 1939 Minnesota Nesting Records. Flicker, 12, Nos. 1-2, May, 
1940: 9-15. 

GANIER, A. F. Notes on Tennessee Birds of Prey. Migrant, 11, No. 1, Mar., 1940: 
l-4. 

GLADING, BEN, HAROLD H. BISWELL, and CLARENCE F. SMITH. Studies on the Food 
of the California Quail in 1937. Jour. Wildlife Management, 4, No. 2, April, 
1940: 128-144. 

GREEN, HORACE 0. Horned Larks. O&gist, 57, No. 1, Jan., 1940: 8-9. (Otocoris 
alpestris atlantica subsp. nov. based on “a mated pair” collected at Revere, 
Mass., on April 16, 1932). 

GREXN, WYMAN R. Banding of Chimney Swifts (Chaetura pelagica) in the Region 
of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Bird Banding, 11, No. 2, Apr., 1940: 37-57, figs. 1-7. 

GRIFFIN, WM. W. Nesting Extremes for Birds Breeding in the Atlanta Region. 
Oriole, 5, No. 1, March, 1940: 1-6. (Georgia). 

GRISCOM, LUDLOW. New England Migration Flyways. Bird Lore, 42, No. 2, Mar.- 
Apr., 1940: 161-8, illus. 

HARRISON, B. GUY. A Visit to the Magdalen Islands. Bull. Brit. Omith. Club, 60, 
May 3, 1940: 75-80. 

HAWBECKER, AVERT C. The Nesting of the White-tailed Kite in Southern Santa 
Cruz County, California. Condor, 42, No. 2, Mar., 1940: 106-11, 2 photos. 

INGLES, LLOYD C. Some Observations and Experiments Bearing upon the Predation 
of the Sparrow Hawk. Condor, 42, No. 2, Mar., 1940: 104-S. 

JONES, JOHN C. Birds Observed at Lake Vermilion, Minnesota from December 1931 
to December 1933. Amer. Midl. Nat., 23, No. 2, Mar., 1940: 404-20. 

LACK, DAVID. The Behaviour of the Robin. Population Changes over Four Years. 
Ibis, 1940: 299-324. (Erithacus rubecula melophilus). 

-. Courtship Feeding in Birds. Auk, 57, No. 2, April, 1940: 169-178. 
LOWERY, GORGE H., JR. Geographical Variation in the Carolina Wren. Auk, 57, 

No. 1, Jan., 1940: 95-104. (Describes as new Thryothorus ludovicianus eurono- 
tus from Gulfport, Mississippi, T. 1. burleighi from Cat Island, Mississippi, 
T. 1. oberholseri from Del Rio, Texas, and revives T. 1. carolinianus (Wilson) 
for the race of northern United States). 

MCCARTNEY, EUGENE S. Greek and Roman References to the Netting of Quail 
Migrating Across the Mediterranean Sea. Papers Mich. Acad. Sci., Arts, and 
Letters, 25, 1940: 543-552, pls. 1-3. (Modern Italian bird-netting practices 
figured). 

MCILHENNY, EbwArm A. An Early Experiment in the Homing Ability of Water- 
fowl. Bird Banding, 11, No. 2, Apr., 1940: 58-60. 

MFXOVKA, LAWRENCE, J. The Woodcock in Louisiana. La. Conserv. Review, 8, 
Winter, 1939-40, No. 4: 10-14, illus. (Popular report of progress of Woodcock 
study. Author appeals for data on Woodcock in the South to be sent to him at 
1105, Masonic Temple Bldg., New Orleans). 

MICHENER, HAROLD and JOSEPH~E R. The Molt of House Finches of the Pasa- 
dena Region, California. Condor, 42, No. 3, May, 1940: 14s.53, 1 fig. 

MILLER, ALDEN H. Field Technique in Collecting for a Research Museum. Mu- 
seum News, 17, No. 17, Mar., 1940:6-g. 

-. A Transition Island in the Mohave Desert. Condor, 42, No. 3, May, 1940: 
161-3. 

MONK, HARRY C. The Upland Plover at Nashville. Migrant, 11, No. 1, Mar., 1940: 
IC-11. (Also on page 9 are listed by the editor all past references to this species 
in The Migrant). 

MURRAY, J. J. The Fauna1 Zones of the Southern Appalachians, Va. JOUY. Sci., I, 
Nos. 2 and 3, Feb.-Mar., 1940: 5367. 

NEFF, JOHNSON A. Range, Population, and Game Status of the Western White- 
winged Dove in Arizona. Jour. Wildlife Management, 4, No. 2, April, 1940: 
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Field Work of Smiths. Inst. in 1939, 1940: 37-40, figs. 37-40. 

PETERSON, ROGER T. Tricks of Bird Photography. Bird Lore, 42, No. 2, Mar.-Apr., 
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RAND, A. L. Courtship of the Magnificent Bird of Paradise. Nat. Hist., 45, No. 3, 
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11-12. 
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STILES, BRUCE F. The Blue Goose as a Migrant Through Western Iowa. Iowa Bird 
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April, 1940: 234-243. 
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Sot. Nat. Hist., 9, No. 16, April 30, 1940: 77-8. (Vireo g&us connectens subsp. 
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WOLFSON, ALBERT. A Preliminary Report on Some Experiments on Bird Migration. 
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