
sincere thanks to Mr. J. Claire Wood for his generosity in l)lncing at 
my disl)osal his set and notes. An extensive article about it has 
been sent to the Auk for the benefit of the Sew England and New 
York ornithologists. W. F. IIEXNINGER. 

RED-HEADED \VOOLIPECKERS 1-s. CI.LT JAYS.-O~~ tlie 25th of October 

of the past year, while \vnlking through a grow of hickory and 
oaks, I v-u startled by tlie sharp cry of a Rlue Jay close above my 
head, and on looking nl, became aware that a pair of Red-headed 
Woodpeckers and four Rlue Jays were engaged in a noisy encounter 
over a large fragment of decayed suet, which had probably been 
obtained from a neighboring refuse pile. The Red-heads were in 
possession of the morsel and the Jays were doing their best to get 
it away from them. The Jays repeatedly attacked and were re- 
pulsed as often by the 1\%odlwkers, the latter easily dispersing 
the assaulters by attemptin g to pierce the bodies of the Jays with 
their sharp bills. The Jays’ principal method of attack leas to 
singly pounce down near the Red-heads on the trunk of the tree 
on which the \Voodpeckers had established themselves and utter 
shrill cries and try to snatch the suet, but on finding that single 
attempts were of no avail, rallied their forces and then made a 
general advance, each adopting a different method of strategy to 
gain the desired end. All their efforts were of no use, and after 
almost a half hour of fierce battle, the Jays left the Red-heads 
with their quarry and flew off, apparently much disappointed and 
disgusted to the other end of the grove. Bearing in mind that the 
Jays are not prone to give in quickly and are also quite covetous, 
I remained sitting on a fallen stump just out of view ‘of the Red- 
heads and watched to see if they vr-ould renew the combat. Sev- 
eral times a single Jay returned to the scene of the battle, ap- 
proaching as quietly as 1)ossible until assured that the Woodpeckers 
were still on guard, and then with loud calls flew back and joined 
its fellows. This was quite an unique encounter, and the first ever 
to come to my attention in which the principals were the Red-heads 
and the Jays. LOUIS A. ROHLER, Bloomfield, N. J. 

BLUEBIRDS vs. ESGLISH SPARROWS.-At Pompton Junction, N. J., 
on February 2. I found a pair of Bluebirds engaged in defending a 
deserted Woodlxxker’s home from the assault of eight or ten Eng- 
lish Sparrows. The conflict continued intermittently until March 
4, when the Sparrows went off to a neighboring apple tree and 
established themselves there. The Bluebirds immediately began 
gathering nesting materials and displayed indications of early 
breeding. On the 5th the nest was found to have been completed 



and contained one egg. On the 22d the nest was again visited and 
found deserted, and the eggs. four in all, appeared to have been 
frozen and were very nlucli broken up. 

This is a very 1)remature nesting ljeriod for this species in this 
locality and it has excited my curiosity as to whether other ob- 
servers have located similar nests. The only other instance ou 
which I have located a nest of the Bluebird earlier than April 15, 
was on April 8, 19OG. This later was found in an old apple tree 
in Bloomfield, S. J., and had three young birds about two days old 
when discovered. Lot-m S. KONLER, Bloomfield, N. J. 

ADDITIONAL 77~~~~c~~~n SAME FOR TIDE FLICE~ILR (Coluptcs allya- 
tus).-It is known to native Floridians in this Dart of the state as 
“ Cotton-backed ‘Iellolvlinui~nier.” The first part of the name is to 
distinguish it from the Red-bellied Woodpecker. which they some- 
times call simply the “ Tellolr-liniiiliier.” 

G. Cr.YnE FIsrrEn, De E’unink Springs, ITla. 

PERSONALS 
OIR JIEJLRERS HERE AXD TIIERE. 

Mr. Chreswell J. Ilunt. the well kuown secretary of the Dela- 
ware Valley Ornithological Club, has moved to Oak Park, Ill., and 
will now have an opportmlitg to work in a nelv field. TVe give him 
the glad hand shake in the great Uiddle \\Vest. 

Dr. B. R. Bales. who is not only an ardent ornithologist, but also 
quite ii 1el)idopterist. intends to buy an automobile iii order to 
cover long distances to various bird homes in his vicinity. He re- 
ports the taking of three Ring-necked Ducks at Circlerille this 
spring, quite a good record for Ohio, proving the Dr. to be allvays on 
the go in spite of his busy professional life. 

Sow why did you forget to send your Field Sates to the Wilson 
Bulletin? . . Yes, why ! ? 

Professor C. R. Keyes of Mt. Vernon, Ia., at one time secretary 
of that wide-awake organization, the Cooper Club, recently joined 
our ranks. IIe has quite an article of decided merit on the Great 
Horned 0~1s in the Kelv York Independent of April 21, 1010. 

Mr. Ruthven Deane reports a number of Purple JIartins picked 
up in an exhausted condition at Evanston, north of Chicago, after 
the severe storm of April. 


