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The delay in the al,l,c;tr:ulce of this umnber does not lie at the 
door of either the editor or printer. 

The days innnedi:rtely before us atford another opl~ortunity to 
study the southward niiaratiou of the birds which breed north of 
us, and wit11 the begimiina of August, of the birds which are now 
breedin,g here. Too niuch cinlhasis r:nluot be 1)laccd upon the irn- 
portance of more accurate data relating to this tolnc. L)o you know 
when the southward migrations begin in your locality? 

It is encouraging to note the good work which is being done by the 
Audubon Societies throughout the country in securing the reservation 
of the breeding places of many species of birds by executive decree. 
There ought to be similar netiou on the part of the Cauadian Gov- 
ernment in setting apart reservations anion, tr the Great Lakes where 
gulls aud terns find brrcding places. The most of such breeding 
1)laces do not fall within Uncle Sam’s domains. The Chicken and 
North Harbor islands, upon which the Common Terns breed in con- 
siderable numbers, are just over our line. 

We note with a good deal of satisfaction that the birds are begin- 
ning to receive deserved attention by research students. Thus on 
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the structural side the develolnnent of feathers has been worked out ; 
and the development of pigment in the feather, which was cleared 
ul) by the researches of Dr. R. M. Strong, has just been followed by 
a denionstration of the underlying princigles of the distribution of 
that lngment in the feathers, in a paper by Dr. Oscar Riddle, in the 
Biological Bulletin for May. Dr. Riddle has also worked out “The 
Cause of the Production of “Down” and other “Down-like Structures 
in the l’lumages of Birds,” and the results appear in the Riological 
Bulletin for February of this year. On the side of color change and 
molt, Mr. C. ~Villiani Beebe has experimented with birds in captivity, 
and his results seeni to indicate that niolt and the sequence of pluni- 
ages, in the birds cxperhnented with are “not in any way predes- 
tined through inheritance bringing about an unchangeable succes- 
sion, . . . . but that it inay be interrupted by certain external factors 
in the environniental complex.” On the psychological side Professor 
Francis I-1. Derrick has contributed several articles to Sci- 
ence relating to “Cyclical Instincts” of birds--migrating, courting 
or mating, nest building, incubating, care of young, etc. And still 
there is abundance of rooni for other studies by as ninny people as 
niay have the inclination to enter upon research within this groul, 
of animals. 

THE “~~AIZPREST NonrrP REWORD or THE Caktilna~ rr\~ Iowa.--On 
the bottoni lands of the Mississippi River at the mouth of Sni Magi11 
Creek, which is four niiles south of the 43d parallel of latitude, on 
April 17th, 1908, a pair of Cardinals was seen by inc. The feuiale 
singing in a tree was noticed first, and she was soon joined by the 
male, also in song. Groin a resident of that locality it \vas learned 
that birds of their description were seeu on a neighboring island on 
Alnil 9th of this year. These birds are believed to be several niiles 
farther north in Iowa than any of their species hitherto reported. 

ALTHEA R. SHERMAN, National, Iowa. 

A QUAIL TR~GE:~Y.-O~ the niorning of February 27, 1008, near Sid- 
ncy, Ohio, a flock of quails was noticed flying at full speed directly 
toward a house. The next instant they struck the building with a 
thud. \Ve then observed that they had been pursued by a large hawk, 
possibly a Cooper’s, although it secnied to be as large as a Red-tail. 
However, we failed to identify it. An exainination showed that four 
quails had been killed instantly by the irnlsact, and that two niore 
had been stunned, one of which died in a few minutes. The other 
soon recovered, and upon hearing oue of the scattered hock calling, 
we turned it loose. The ground was covered with snow and the sun 


