
NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF OKANOGAN CO., 

WASHINGTON. 

Any mention of the u7’(li//ol(z of Okanogan Co. would lx incomplete 

without a gcner,d statement of the physical conditions. Oka1qan Co. 

is preeminently 2 mountain county, so that in an area almost equal to 

the State of New Jersey the only level spots are the us~zdl~ narrow tt‘r. 

races or 1x31c11es, of the Columbia, Okanogan, and tributary rivers. 

The climate xraries f ram semi-arid in thr south-eastern portion to very 

moist in the glacier-scored peaks of the north C;~srarles in the western 

part. The vegetation in turrl passes from the sage-brush and hunch- 

grass of thr terraces am1 fo~~thills, through the pints of thr lower ranges 

to the dense fir forests of the highrr :rltitudes, aho~e which the bare 

a(<~ fr/‘N~~s tower, Thus it may lx readily seen that the region is one of 

transition, rrceiving as it does the hardiest birds of the south-eastern 

sage-plains, hesides an overflow from the I’uget Sound region in the 

spring, and affording a summer home for l)irtls which frequent higher 

al titudrs. 

The most important physical mo:!itication of this mount:lin county is 

T,ake Chelan, which cxtends for a distance of sixty-live miles from the 

low sage hills of the east into the very heart of the nildrst mountains of 

the Cascade TZ:rngs. This provides a winter retreat for the hardier 

water~fo\\l. 

The central station for the olxerwtions taken, is the town of Chelan, 

situated on a low terrace at the foot of the lake. The birds noted be- 

low represent all the species found undi~r the head in(licated, during a 

residrnce of fourteen months in Okanogan county. 


