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A sand bank is chosen as a breeding place, and a hole, 6 or 8 

feet in depth is excavated, the end of which is enlarged. Little 

or no attempt at nest building is made. Sometimes a few fish 

bones are found at the end. 

The eggs are usually six in nnmbcr ; white, spheroidal in shape 

and measure about I .25x1 .Oj. 

A nest was observed five or six years ago in a sand bank, with- 

in fifteen feet of a much traveled highway. The parent birds 

were frequently seen perched on the telegraph wires or the peak 

of a barn just acr0ss the road. 

C. C. M. 

WINTER BIRDS OF RALEIGH, N. G. 
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Lo~+&~+~es czczddatus. IIoodetl Merganser.-Rather rare. 

Anus boschas. Mallard.-Common. 

has caroZinezsis. Green-wingctl Teal.-Have ol)scr\etl 

them several times in February. 

Aix sponsa. Wood Duck.-Rather rare. 

Ayt&ya anzevicana . Redhead-Rather rare. 

Botaurus Zcntiginosus. American Hittern.-Casual ; one 
killetl here Dec. 6, 1886. 

Avdea hero&as. Great Blue IIeron.-Occasional all winter. 

RaZZus eZe.gans. King Rail.-Occasional. 

Fzdica americana. American Coot.-Occnsional. 

Phidoheda minor. American Wooclcock.-Rather rare ; 
sometimes abundant in the migrations in December ant1 

February. 

C;aZZ&a~~o deeii’cata. Wilson’s Snipe.-Occasional all winter. 

,BgiaZitis vocz+era. Killdeer.-Tolerably common. 

C’oZim~s virgrinianus. 13ob-white.-Commt)n. 

.I~eZca~qri.s g-aZZopavo. Wild Turkey.-Rare. 

Zenaid2wa 712acyouya. Mourning Dove.-Common. 

Cathnde.s awn. Turkey Vulture.-Abundant. 

Cnthari.sta strata. 13lack Vulture.-Common ; usually st~l1 

in f0cks, seldom singly. 
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Cb-cus 11 ul.i?.so?l ius. M>~rsh EIawk.-‘l’ole~-~~l~1~~ commo~1. 
Accipite~-vedox. Sh:trp-shinned IL-twk.-Tolcrd~ly common. 
Accipiter cooijeri. Coop~l-‘s Hawk.-Tolerably common. 
Iluteo 6oreali.s. Rctl-tailctl Hawk.-Rather rare. This 

and the pr~ccding :~re the only ITanks 1 hn\-c tletccted 
eating chickens. 

b’uteo Zimatus. Red-sl~oultlered IInwk.-Rather common, 
apparently quite harmless to 1)irds and chickens. 

Falco sparveril/s. Sp~ow Han,k.--Commorl. 
Asio acci$it7-in2d.s. Short-eared Owl.-Occasional in winter. 
.Yyniium nedulosunz. 13arretl Owl.---Common. This is the 

common large Owl of this region. 
Megasco$s asio. Screech Owl.--Common. 

.NZhdO viyginiax7ds. Great Ilornetl Owl.---Qiite rare. 
Ce@e aZcyon. I<cltctl Riugfishcr.-Katlicr rue in winter. 
lhyobates villosus audu~ozii. Southern H2iry Wootl- 

pccker.-Not con1111011 ; wiuall~ one of the shyest ant1 

most tlificult to alqm~:~h of the Woodpcckcrs. 

fXyo6ate.s $7i6e.scen.s. Do\~ny ~~ootlpccker.-Common. 
<~p&?-LZ$iCMS varius. Yellow-bcllictl Sapsucker.--Com- 

moncst of our Wootll~~kers, except the Flicker, ant1 the 
c;lsiest to collect. Fcctls dmost entirely on berries. 

Coif~Z~~r~.s $i/eafus. Pileatctl Wootlpeckcr.-The Logcock 
is yuitc r;Lre here ; but tltey seem to linger on ;md 1 h;tvc 
sect1 them within ll;lli‘ ;L milt of the city within ;I yur. 

11 fclafzc?*$c.s c7~yfhrocr~ika/.s. lid-hc:rtlcd Woodpecker.- 

Rare in this ilnlnctliate locality in winter. 

fl1eZa7zer$cs car0Ziflu.s. Red-bellictl \i\roodl~ccl~cr.--Rare. 

CoZa$tcs aumtm. Flicker.-Our commonest Wootlpcckcr. 

S’ayornis phx5c. Phtr:l,c.-Rzdhcr commoli here in winter. 
Otocoris aZ$estri.s. 1Iornctl I,Llrk.-Irregulnrwintervisitor ; 

usudlv rxthcr mrc, sometimes very common :IS in winter 

of 1865-p. 

Cyagzocitta cristnta. 13lue Jay--Comlnon. Tts tlistrhutiou 

here tlcpcntls on the crop of xorns, beech-nuts, etc. 

Corvus americam~s. Rmericnn Crow.--Common. 

fU%Zothrus ater. Cowl)irtl.--Common transient ; rare in 

winter. 

.4xeZa&s phoerziccus. Rctl-winged Z:lackl)irtl.-Usually, 
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comrno11 ; sometimes yuitc abundant in winter. 
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Dcndroica corozata. Myrtle Warbler.-Tolerably common. 
Dedroica viAror.sii. Pine W;lrbler.--Common. 

Denctroica $aZmarum hy$ockrysea. Yellow Palm War- 
hler.-0ccasiou;ll. 

GeothZy$is frichas. Maryland Yellow-throat.-One taken 
Feb. 7, 1589. 

Anthz4s pezdva~~icus. American Pipit.--Common. 

Mimus poZy~~/ottos. Mocltingbii-d.-‘l‘olerahly common. 

Galc~sco$tc.s caroZi’ncnsis. Cathirtl.-Occasional. 

Eiaq5orLy~chu.s ~~~~f~fs.-lhu’i~ Thrasher.-Rather rare ; 
a few stay the winter in sliclteretl localities. 

Thryothorus ludovicianus. C;Lrolina Wren.-Common. 

7i-yotA.o7-us 6cwicRii. Bewick’s Wren.-Rare. 

T~o~~dodytcs fLkmnZis. Winter \C’reii.--Common. 

CerthiafamiZiaris americana. 13rown Crcel~er.--Common. 

k\‘itta carodinczsis. White-breasted Nuth:ltch.-‘L’olernblS 
c0111111011. 

Sittn camadensis. Kctl-breastctl Nuthatch.-Usu~illy a not 
Lincommoii bird here iii winter ; but mther irregular in 
its occ~ircncc ; noiic sccii in winter of 1887-S. 

Sitta PusiZZa. I:rown-l~c;dcd Nuthatcll.--Coinlon ; a 
little bird of grcgariotis habits ; to my mind, the most 
interesting of the three Nuth:itches. 

Parus bicolor. ‘I’uftctl Titl7ioilse.-Coinmon. 
Pav7hs carolincnsi~. C;~rolin;~ Chickadee.--Common. 
Rep~Zu.~ satrapa. C;oltlen-cl-o\\,~letl Kinglet.-Abuntl:int. 
ReCguZus caLccn&Za. Ruby-crowned I(irlglet.-Toleral,ly 

c011111,011 ; somctimcs abtintlant. We occasioixrlly t&e 
slxcimcns with the crown patch olangc or yellow, in- 
stead of rctl. 

7’urdu.s aonnZasch:koz paZZasii. IIcrmit ‘I‘hrUsh.-Colllln(~n ; 
ofteii sings while with 1,s in the winter. 

3flcf-da mikr:rl-atoria. fImcrican Robin.-Occurs irregu- 
l;ir1~ in wiiitcr ; soinctiincs con~nion and sometimes 
scirce ‘ . 

SiaZia sial’is. T3l~icbirtl.-CoiiiInon. 

‘1’1~12 alcove list of 84 species is :i tolerxl)ly complete list of the 
winter birds of this section. A few more species of ducks clotlbt- 
less occur here ant1 perhaps some other birds such as the Amer- 
ican Crossbill, which has been taken hcrc in Ma~.ch, or the 
White..crownetl Sparrow, which is given by Prof. Atkinson as 
accidental at Raleigh ; but I hxvc given all the birds which have 
come nnder my observation as occurring in December, January 
and February. 


