
NOTES 

STATUS OF CLARK'S NUTCRACKERS 

ON CERRO EL POTOSI, NUEVO LEON, MEXICO 
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In the sixth edition of the American Ornithologists' Union's Check-list of North 
American Birds (1983), Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) is described as 
occurring only as a nonbreeding wanderer in mainland Mexico. The only locality in 
the Sierra Madre Oriental where the species has been reported is Cerro E1 Potosi, 
which lies 25 km northwest of Galeana, in central western Nuevo Le6n. Nutcrackers 
were first reported at this locality by Leopold (1947), who collected one of three birds 
seen on 16 July 1945. Later, Allan R. Phillips (pers. comm.) saw two individuals 
there on 18 May and four on 19 May 1975, respectively. Andres M. Sada (pers. 
comm.) observed three individuals there on both 5 February 1983 and 12 October 
1986. I saw four on 15 November and nine on 16 November 1985, when one adult, 
probably a female, was collected (Universidad Aut6noma de Nuevo Le6n catalog 
number 1678). Most recently, I saw twelve nutcrackers on 20 June and five on 10 
July 1991, at elevations above 3500 meters above sea level; one of these birds was 
feeding on cones of the pine Pinus ayacahuite. 

Although nutcrackers at times do wander great distances from their usual range, I 
think the repeated occurrences of the species on Cerro E1Potosi indicate that a stable 
isolated relict population is resident there, as suggested by Phillips (1986). This 
locality is the southernmost for Clark's Nutcracker if the sight record by Evenden et 
al. (1965) is erroneous, as Phillips (1986) believed. The tail of the specimen in the 
Universidad Aut6noma de Nuevo Le6n measures 123.3 mm, substantially longer 
than the range of 111.0-118.5 given by Ridgway (1904). Unfortunately, the small 
size of the population precludes immediate collection of a larger sample. 

I thank A. Townsend Peterson and Philip Unitt for their comments on the 
manuscript. 
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