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The Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus) has a widespread distribution extending
from southern Texas south through most of Middle and South America to central
Argentina (Meyer de Schauensee 1966). In western Mexico it is resident in southern
Sonora with occasional individuals ranging north to southern Arizona (A.O.U. 1983).
It has not been previously recorded from Baja California, Mexico (Wilbur 1987), even
though its distinctive plumage and strident vocalizations make it an obvious and easily
identified species throughout its range.

On 5 January 1987 we observed a single Great Kiskadee about 3 km south of San
Jose del Cabo, Baja California Sur, in a date palm orchard intermixed with dry thorn
scrub on the north shore of a permanent estero. Even though the bird was seen and
heard only briefly before it disappeared, its distinctive plumage (yellow belly, brown
back, rufous wings and tail, black crown and facial area with white throat, forehead
and eyeline) and vocalizations, very familiar to all three observers, made us certain of
the identification. The Great Kiskadee might be confused with the similar Social
Flycatcher (Myiozetetes similis) and Boat-billed Flycatcher {(Megarhynchus pitangua),
which also occur in western mainland Mexico. However, the former species is
substantially smaller than the bird observed, and Boat-billed Flycatchers lack the
rufous wings and tail evident in this individual. Also, both of these species have distinc-
tive vocalizations different from the Great Kiskadee’s. Subsequent attempts over the
next hour to relocate the bird were unsuccessful.

The avifauna of the Baja California peninsula has been summarized by Grinnell
(1928) and more recently by Wilbur (1987). Even so, the difficulty of travel in some
areas of this part of Mexico, particularly prior to the completion of the transpeninsular
highway in 1973, has prevented the type of detailed field surveys necessary for a full
description of the peninsula’s avifauna. Many of the vagrants found regularly in
southern California (Garrett and Dunn 1981) are yet unrecorded from the peninsula.
While the occurrence of west Mexican species in Baja California is less probable,
records of such species as the Fan-tailed Warbler (Euthlypis lachrymosa) (Grinnell and
Lamb 1927) and Great Kiskadee certainly add to the allure of future field work in this
area. The increased accessibility to this area (and increasing interest by ornithologists
from both the U.S. and Mexico) is sure to result in new distributional records for Baja
California.
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