NOTES

DIPPERS CAPTURING FISH DURING WINTER IN
THE YUKON TERRITORY

DONALD A. YOUNG and L.F. KRATT, Environmental Management Associates,
1510-10 Avenue S.W., Calgary, Alberta T3C 0J5

While involved in avian and fisheries investigations in the Yukon Territory for Foot-
hills Pipe Lines (Yukon) Ltd. and Foothills Pipe Lines (South Yukon) Ltd., we had
opportunities to observe and discuss Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) feeding behaviour.
On 30 March 1978 Young encountered two Environment Canada employees who
were studying flow characteristics of Engineer Creek, 65°21’N, 138°19'W. The
employees indicated that in mid-December 1977 they observed a Dipper emerge from
the creek with a “small” (less than 7 cm) fish in its bill. When they approached the bird,
it flew off, dropping the fish, which was identified as an Arctic Grayling (Thymallus
arcticus). B

On 7 March 1980, while electrofishing in Mirror Creek (62°28 ‘N, 140°54 ‘W),
Kratt observed a Dipper emerge from the water with a small (approximately 5 cm) fish
in its bill. Shortly after perching on a log, the bird dropped the wriggling fish into the
creek but quickly dove into the water to retrieve it. Again emerging from the water, the
Dipper flew to shore and swallowed the fish, head first. Fishery sampling revealed the
presence of Arctic Grayling, Lake Chub (Couesius plumbeus) and Slimy Sculpin (Cot-
tus cognatus). Although a positive identification could not be made, we assume that
the fish consumed by the Dipper was either a small Arctic Grayling or a Lake Chub as
the fish definitely did not resemble a Slimy Sculpin.

Dippers are generally considered to feed opportunistically, primarily on inverte-
brates (Mitchell 1968, Thut 1970, Sullivan 1973, Price 1975, Ealey 1977). Nonethe-
less, several authors have observed them eating fish in more southern latitudes
(Michael 1922, Cordier 1927, Bent 1948, Sullivan 1973, Jost 1975, Ealey 1977,
D.M. Ealey, pers. comm.)

Our observations of Dippers eating fish are of interest as they represent probably the
first published evidence of this behaviour under winter conditions in northern Canada.
We suspect that Dippers are likely more successful at capturing fish when the fish are
relatively slow-moving (i.e., at low water temperatures) (Beamish 1978}, or relatively
immobile (e.g. at the time of hatching or emergence). We suggest that fish could be
important in allowing Dippers to survive winter in northern latitudes. The significance
of this food source is worth further investigation.

We thank Foothills Pipe Lines (Yukon) Ltd. for permission to publish this manu-
script. We also thank Martin K. McNicholl and Tim Manolis for their review of the
manuscript.
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE TAMAULIPAN BIOTIC PROVINCE

The Symposium will include all ecological aspects of the biome: vegetation, inverte-
brates, vertebrates, ecological structure and function. biological resources (use and
effects), management. It will include aspects of applied science and conservation. The
meeting will be held at La Quinta Royale Motor Inn, Corpus Christi, Texas, 28-30
October 1982. Those interested in contributing papers should submit an abstract by 1
August 1982; abstracts for invited papers must be received by 1 September 1982. For
information on either, contact Gene W. Blacklock, Curator, Welder Wildlife Founda-
tion, P.O. Drawer 1400, Sinton, Texas 78387 or David Riskind, Head, Resource
Management Section, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School
Road, Austin, Texas 78744. For information on registration contact Jimmie R. Pic-
quet, Director, John E. Conner Museum, Texas A&l University, P.O. Box 2172.
Kingsville, Texas 78363.

REQUEST FOR OBSERVATIONS OF GOSHAWKS AND WILLOW
FLYCATCHERS

The California Department of Fish and Game is undertaking studies of the Goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis) and the Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) in California to
document distribution. abundance. habitat requirements. and reproductive success.
Please send any reports of recent sightings (within the past decade) of breeding Gos-
hawks and Willow Flycatchers to Ronald W. Schlorff, California Department of Fish
and Game, 1416 Ninth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. Please include your name.
address and phone number, along with the following: location of sighting (if possible.
include township. range. section, V4 section. and ideally. a copy of a topographic
map), date of observation, behavioral notes, and any other relevant information such
as threats to habitat or evidence of flycatcher nest parasitism by Brown-headed
Cowbirds (Molothrus ater). Goshawk nest locations will be kept confidential and will
be made available only to those persons involved in legitimate research and manage-
ment of the species. This information will assist State and Federal agencies in develop-
ing habitat protection and species management plans for these species of special
concern.
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