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OVENBIRD RECORDS FOR OREGON 

CARROLL D. LITTLEFIELD, Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, Burns, Oregon 
97720 

ELDON L. MCLAURY, Hart Mountain National Wildlife Refuge, Lakeview, Ore- 
gon 97630 

According to the AOU Check-list (1957) the breeding range of the Ovenbird 
(Seiurus aurocapillus) extends from northeastern British Columbia, central south- 
ern Mackenzie, central Saskatchewan, central Manitoba, northern Ontario, south- 
ern Quebec and Newfoundland, south to southern Alberta, eastern Colorado, 
southeastern Oklahoma, northern Arkansas, northern Alabama and northern 
Georgia. 

Since the publication of the Check-list, four Ovenbirds have been recorded in 
Oregon. Three were on Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, approximately 32 miles 
south of Burns, in Harney County. The first state record was a female (USNM 
478486) collected 4 June 1961, followed by a second individual captured, banded 
and released on 13 June 1963 (Kridler 1968). Littlefield captured, banded and 
released another Ovenbird at the same locality on 19 May 1973. The remaining 
record occurred 6 June 1970 when a bird landed aboard a fishing boat approx- 
imately 5 miles off Coos Bay, Coos County (Crowell and Nehls 1970). 

On 1 July 1949 an Ovenbird was found dead beside a road in Moscow, Latah 
County, for the only Idaho record (Burleigh 1972). Hunn et al. (MS) list three 
records for Washington. The first record was one collected 15 November 1956 at 
Spokane, Spokane Co. The other records are one photographed at Richland, 
Benton County, on 5 June 1972 and another whose song was recorded at Sullivan 
Lake, Pend Oreille Co., on 16 June 1973. 

Austin (1971) reported 48 records for California with spring sightings more 
common. This is also true in Oregon where all records have been in the spring. He 
further reported that species breeding east of the Rocky Mountains, such as the 
Ovenbird, occur more than three weeks after their migration peak in the east. The 
mean date for spring migration in California is 3 June which is the same mean date 
in Oregon. 

Permanent banding stations established throughout the Great Basin would help 
determine migration routes and the true status of the Ovenbird and other eastern 
species. Since 1960 banding efforts have produced several eastern species at 
Malheur N.W.R. With additional banding sites in Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, Utah, 
northeastern California and southwestern Wyoming, their migrational patterns and 
abundance through the intermountain region could possibly be clarified. 
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Sketch by Tim Manolis 

UCLAeension 

Birds of the Neotropics: 
A Field Study Course to Panama and Surinam 

An in-depth introduction to the great variety of Neotropical 
birds found in the diverse tropical habitats of Panama and 
seldom visited Surinam. 

Saturday, August 7 to Tuesday, August 31,1976 

Instructors: Arnold Small, MS, Associate Professor of 
Biology, Los Angeles Harbor College 
Gerald Maisel, MD, President, Los Angeles Audubon Society 

College credit available. Approximate total cost: $2,300. 

For a detailed itinerary write Dept. of Biological and 
Physical Sciences-W, UCLA Extension, P.O. Box 24902, 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 or phone (213) 825-3839. 
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Manuscripts should be sent to Alan M; Craig, Box 98 Nimshew Stage, Chico, 
CA 95926. For matters of style consult Suggestions to Contributors to Western 
Birds (6 pp. mimeo available at no cost from the Editor) and CBE Style Manual, 
3rd ed., 1972 (available from American Institute of Biological Sciences, 3900 
Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20016 for $6.00). 

Papers are desired that are based upon field studies of birds, that are both under- 
standable and useful to amateurs, and that make a significant contribution to 
scientific literature. Appropriate topics include distribution, migration, status, 
behavior, ecology, ' population dynamics, habitat requirements, the effects of 
pollution, and techniques for identifying, censusing, sound recording and photo- 
graphing birds in the field. Papers of general interest will be considered regardless 
of their geographic origin, but particularly desired are papers dealing with studies 
accomplished in or bearing on Rocky Mountain states and provinces westward, 
including Alaska and Hawaii; adjacent portions of the Pacific Ocean and Mexico; 
and western Texas. 

Authors are provided 50 free reprints of each paper. Additional reprints can be 
ordered at author's expense from the Editor when proof is returned or earlier. 

Good photographs of rare and unusual birds, unaccompanied by an article but 
with caption including species, date, locality and other pertinent information, 
should be subrfiitted to Arnold Small, 608 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 
90210. 

Send rare bird reports for California to Jon Winter, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, 
Box 321, Bolinas, CA 94924; see Calif. Birds 2:109-110. For Arizona, send re- 
ports to Robert A. Witzeman, 4619 E. Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85018. For 
Colorado, send reports to Jack Reddall, 4450 South Alton Street, Englewood, 
CO 80110. 

Membership dues and orders for back issues of California Birds/Western Birds 
should be sent to Phil Schaeffer, 376 Greenwood Beach Road, Tiburon, Cali- 
fornia 94920. Make checks payable to California Field Ornithologists. 

Membership dues, for individuals and institutions, including subscription to West- 
ern Birds: Patron, $1000; Life $150; Supporting, $20 annually; Contributing, $10 
annually; Regular, $5 annually. Dues and contributions are tax deductible to 
the extent allowed by law. Back issues are available at $4 for Volume 1 (Num- 
bers 2, 3 and 4; 1970), $6 for Volume 2 (1971), and $5 per volume for Volume 
3 (1972) and subsequent volumes. 

Changes of address should be sent to Carol Yutzy, 1625 Hazelaar Way, Los Altos, 
California 94022. 

WESTERN BIRDS ADVERTISING RATES AND SPECIFICATIONS 

Full Page 4 x 6-3/4 inches $60 per issue $200 per year 
Half Page 4 x 3-3/8 inches $40 per issue $130 per year 
Quarter Page 4 x 1-11/16 inches $ 30 per issue $110 per year 
Offset printing, one column per page, 4 inches wide. Glossy, black and white 
photos are acceptable; half tone screen size: 133 line. Photo-ready copy is re- 
quested. If this is not possible, extra charges for typesetting will be made as 
follows: $15 full page, $10 half page, $5 quarter page. Send copy with remit- 
tance to Phil Schaeffer, 376 Greenwood B•ach Road, Tiburon, California 94920. 
Make checks payable to California Field Ornithologists. A 15% commission is 
allowed for agencies. 
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