News, Notes, Comments

NEEDED: HOUSE FINCH DATA

Sherie Zahn, Department of Biological Sciences,
University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106,
needs data from long-term banding studies of
House Finches and information about the present
location of the data collected by Harold and
Josephine Michener of Pasadena, California, in
the 1920’s and 1930’s. She can be contacted at
(805) 893-2532, FAX: (805) 893-4724.

Recent Literature

BANDING HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY

Jack Park receives Loran L. Goulden award.
D. Ealey. 1993. Alta. Nat. 23(1):2. 3903-105 St.,
Edmonton, Alta. Té6J 2K7. (Long-time Alberta
Breeding Bird Survey coordinator, Park routinely
bands tenants of his bluebird-box trail.) MKM

BANDING EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES

Premature fledging—not a myth. E.K. Eltzroth.
1993. Sialia 15:55-59. 6980 NW Cardinal Dr.,
Corvalis, OR 97330. (Case histories of Western
Bluebird nest boxes at which some young have
left the box during banding operations before they
should fledge, with notes on circumstances.) MKM

A new non-slip net attachment and lifting ap-
paratus for erecting mist nets. D. de Swardt.
1990. Safring News 19:45-47. Natl. Mus., Box 266,
Blomfontein 9300, South Africa. (Improvement on
previous design, published in Safring News 17:23,
1988.) MKM

Nest-trapping Masked Weavers. H.D.
Oschadleus. 1991. Safring News 20:27-31. Box
14174, Sinoville, 0129, South Africa. (A hand-held
net was used to catch females at nests at night.
Their wariness reduced trapping success to 50%,
but “this can be improved with experience and with
a better net.” )MKM
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Band reporting rates of Mallards in the Missis-
sippi alluvial valley. K.J. Reinecke, C.W. Shaiffer
and D. Delnicki. 1992. J. Wildl. Manage. 56:526-
531. U.S. Fish & Wildl. Serv., Patuxent Wildl. Res.
Center, Laurel, MD 20708. (Ducks wearing
“dummy” radios were reported six times as often
as those wearing standard bands and three times
as often as those with “reward” bands. Radios may
affect flocking and hunting mortality.) RCT

Evaluation of two survey methods in upland
avian breeding communities. J.H. Rappole, W.J.
McShea and J. Vega-Rivera. 1993. J. Field
Ornithol. 64:55-70. Conservation & Res. Center,
Smithsonian Institution, Front Royal, VA 22630.
(Mist-netting and song counts.) RCT

Use of a restraining board and wing bands to
immobilize and mark Mallards. C.W. Jeske, D.W.
Gilbert, D.R. Anderson, J.K. Ringelman and M.R.
Syzmczak. 1993. J. Field Ornithol. 64:84-89. Colo.
Coop. Fish & Wildl. Res. Unit, 201 JVK Wagar
Bldg., Fort Collins, CO 80523. (Used to attach wing
bands.) RCT

Evaluation of three elevated mist-net systems
for sampling birds. J.M. Myers and K.L. Pardieck.
1993. J. Field Ornithol. 64:270-277. U.S. Fish &
Wildl. Serv. Endangered Species Res. Unit, Box
N, Palmer, PR 00721. (An aluminum telescoping
system, 24-feet high, was best for them.) RCT
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