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Columbia, Boone (Melvin West, tBG) extends 
its range farther inland in Missouri. 

Cited contributors (subregional editors in 
boldface): Kathleen Anderson, Chris Barrigar, 
Elliot Bedow, Lisa Berger, John Bissell, Aaron 
Brees, Mark Brown, Charley Burwick, Robert 
Cecil, James Dinsmore, Stephen Dinsmore, 
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Andrew Forbes, Jay GillJam, Bill Goodge, Rita 
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Matthew Kenne, Steve Kinder. Darwin 
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ditional 76 uncited individuals contributed to 

the report; all have our thanks. • 

James J. Dinsmore, 646 Mallory Hill Drive 
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Tennessee & Kentucky 

KENTUCKY 

Chris Sloan 

Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 

eather conditions during June-July 2007 were somewhat 
variable across the Region and 

not extreme. In general, precipitation was 
lower than normal across much of central and 

northern Kentucky in June, with near-normal 
rainfall across southern Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee during the month. fn July, the situa- 
tion became reversed, with near-normal pre- 
cipitation occurring across the northern half 
of Kentucky, while the onset of a severe peri- 
od of drought occurred across most of the re- 
mainder of the Region. Temperatures were 
slightly warmer than normal in June, but 
slightly cooler than normal in July The only 
real rarities of the season were a White Ibis 

and a Red-necked Phalarope in Kentucky and 
an unidentified Plegadis ibis in Tennessee. 
Nesting Least Terns seemed to experience 
good results, with low water conditions al- 
lowing for widespread nesting, although low 
water levels allowed access to some sites for 

predators and all-terrain vehicles. 

Abbreviations: BarkIcy Dam (Livingston/Lyon, 
KY); Ensley (Ensley Bottoms, including the 
EARTH Complex, in sw. Shelby, TN); Ken- 
tucky Dam (at the n. end of Kentucky L., Liv- 
ingston/Marshall, KY); Lake No. 9 (Fulton, 

KY); Roan Mt. (Carter, TN); Stan- 
difer Gap (Standifer Gap Marsh, 
Hamilton, TN). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH 
RAPTORS 
Summer waterfowl reports of inter- 
est included an ad. dark-morph 
Snow Goose in Warren, KY 28 Jun+ 
(DR); 2 Gadwalls at Standifer Gap 6 
Jun (DP); a male American Wigcon 
at Watauga L., Carter, TN 9 Jun (BSt 
et al.); an American Black Duck in 
Umon, KY 20 Jun (BPa), with an- 

other on L. BarkIcy, Lyon, KY 22 Jun (HC, 
ME); a Northern Shoveler at Lake No. 9 on 20 
Jul (HC, ME); a male Redhead in Pulaski, KY 
through 22 Jun (RD); single Ring-necked 
Ducks in Hawkins, TN 30 Jun (DMi) and at 
Ensley 7-8 Jul (JRW); 5 Lesser Scaup at Ens- 
Icy 17 Jun •JRW); up to two dozen Lesser 
Scaup on L. Barkley, Lyon, KY into late Jun 
(m.ob.); a female Red-breasted Merganser at 
Ft. Loudoun L., Loudoun, TN 21Jul (DSc,fide 
KDE); and a Ruddy Duck at Robco L., Mem- 
phis, TN 17 Jun (JRW). Two American 
Wigcons, including an injured female, lin- 
gered into early summer at Ballard W.M.A., 
Ballard, KY; the hen apparently raised young, 
for a first state breeding record (,JSI, fide GB; 
HC, ME). 

Two Common Loons in basic plumage 
were present above Kentucky Dam 25 Jul 
(BPa); single birds were at Austin Springs, 
Washington, TN 16 May-ll Jul (DH, RK) and 
John Sevier L., Hawkins, TN 4 Jun (SH). The 
only American White Pelicans reported dur- 
ing the season were up to ca. 100 at Lake No. 
9 in late Jul (HC, ME, BPa). Single Least Bit- 
terns in Kingsport, Sullivan, TN 22 Jul (DK) 
and at the Wal-Mart Distribution Center, 
Greene, TN (DMi) were rare for he. Ten- 
nessee; one was at Standifer Gap 7 Jul (DP et 
al.), but, in contrast to recent years, there was 
no evidence of successful nesting of either 
Least Bittern or Virginia Rail at Standifer Gap 

this season. A few to 15-20 nesting pairs of 
Great Egrets were reported at four new colony 
sites in Kentucky in Ballard, Fulton, Hickman, 
and Union (BPa, JB). The peak count of post- 
breeding Great Egrets was 850 at Lake No. 9 
on 26 Jul (BPa). A juv. White Ibis was present 
at Lake No. 9 on 28 Jul (ph. HC, ME), and a 
White-faced/Glossy Ibis (reported as Glossy) 
was at Woods Res., Franklin, TN 16 Jun (JI, 
D&JS). 

The only extralimital Mississippi Kite in 
Kentucky this season was one in Scott 8 Jul 
(MJ). Seven of nine nesting pairs of Peregrine 
Falcons along the Ohio R. corridor in Ken- 
tucky successfully fledged young (SV, BV, AS). 
In Tennessee, results were more tragic for the 
historic breeding pair below Chickamauga 
Dam, Hamilton, TN. The chick was not seen 
after 17 Jun and presumably died; worse, the 
ad. male was found with a broken wing 20 
May and died 13 Jul. A single Peregrine was at 
Ensley 21-29 Jul (,JRW). 

MOORHEN THROUGH TERNS 
The only report of Common Moorhen was of 
5 ads., including a pair with 2 downy young, 
in Union, KY 26 Jul (BPa). As is true during 
most summers, a few American Coots sum- 
mered, although there was no evidence of 
breeding this year. A Black-bellied Plover at 
Rankin Bottoms, Cocke, TN 3 Jun (MS) was a 
very late spring migrant. Two ad. American 
Avocets in White, TN 28Jul (DD, ph. SJS) fur- 
nished first county records. The only Ken- 
tucky report of Black-necked Stilt was of a mi- 
grant family group (2 ads., 4 juvs.) at Lake 
No. 9 on 28 Jul (HC, ME). A Greater Yel- 
lowlegs on L. Cumberland, Pulaski, KY 30 
Jun (RD) was rather early A Spotted Sand- 
piper on Kentucky L., Calloway, KY 25 Jun 
(ME, HC) was either summering or an early 
fall migrant. A possibly injured Solitary Sand- 
piper was present on L. Cumberland, Pulaski, 
KY 23 Jun-7 Jul (RD). Two Willets were on 
the Mississippi R., Shelby, TN 30 Jun (,JRW), 
and single birds were there I & 10 Jul (,JRW) 
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This juvenile White Ibis (right) was present at Lake No. 9, Fulton County, Kentucky 
28 July 2007 and again 10 August (here). Photograph by Hap Chambers. 

and at Ensley 11 Jul (JRW). Two ad. Sander- 
lings on the Mississippi R., Carlisle, KY 26Jul 
(BPa) and 2 on the Mississippi R., Shelby, TN 
28 Jul (JRW) were the earliest fall birds to be 
reported. An early Baird's Sandpiper was at 
Ensley 22Jul (JRW). An ad. Long-billed Dow- 
itcher in se. Muhlenberg, KY 5 Jul (?DR) rep- 
resented a new early fall arrival date for Ken- 
tucky. Two Stilt Sandpipers at Upper Douglas 
L., Sevier, TN 16 Jul (MS) were early. An in- 
jured male Red-necked Phalarope in Union, 
KY 20 Jun (ph. BPa) represented the first for 
the state in Jun. 

Two ad. or second-summer Laughing Gulls 
were present at Kentucky Dam 1 Jun (DR). A 
Herring Gull was still at Kentucky Dam 1 Jun 
(DR). Nesting Least Terns seemed to be doing 
relatively well during mid-breeding season, 
with 12-120 nests documented at four Missis- 

sippi R. sites in Carlisle, Fulton, and Hickman, 
KY 24-27 Jun (RR, JB et al.) and 3-19 nests 
documented at four sites on the lower Ohio R. 

in Ballard and McCracken, KY (,JB, GB, BPa). A 
few pairs were on nests at an industrial pond 
at Calvert City, Marshall, KY in Jun (DSw), 
and up to six pairs were present on a small is- 
land in the Ohio R. below Lewisport, Hancock, 
KY in Jun (DA). The only report of a bird away 
from nesting areas was a juv. in Muhlenberg, 
KY 25 Jul (DR) Two Caspian Terns were still 
at Barkley Dam 1 Jun (DR); the earliest report 
of probable returning fall Caspians was of 2 in 
Jefferson, KY 1 Jul (BW, JSt). Black Terns were 
on the Mississippi R., Shelby, TN 1 Jul (2) and 
6 Jul (one; both JRW). A first-year Forster's 
Tern was still at Barkley Dam 1 Jun (DR); like- 
ly summering Forster's included one at 
Hatehie N.W.R., Haywood, TN 16Jun (BPu), a 
first-year bird on the Ohio R., Livingston, KY 
26 Jun (JB, BPa, GB), and a first-year bird and 
an ad. on the Mississippi R., Fulton, KY 27Jun 
(JB, RR et al.). 

OWLS THROUGH WRENS 
There were several reports of 
Barn Owls in Kentucky: one in 
Pulaski 5 Jun (RD); one from a 
family group in Marshall was 
turned into a raptor rehabilita- 
tor in early Jun (DF, fide EW); 
a family group in s. Fleming in 
mid-Jun (TG, fide WM); nest- 
ing birds in a chimney in Nel- 
son in mid-Jun (BH, fide EW); 
and one in Warren 30Jul (DR). 
A singing Chuck-will's-widow 
in Elliott, KY 13 Jul (EM) was 
unusual for ne. Kentucky. At 
least four pairs of Western 
Kingbirds nested in Memphis, 
TN in Jun 0RW). A Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher nest with 4 

young was observed in s. Livingston, KY 24 
Jun (ph. HC); it is unclear if an imm. bird be- 
low Barkley Dam, Lyon, KY 22 Jul (KL, BL) 
was from that nearby Livingston nest site or 
one below the dam, as there were no other re- 
ports during the season from the latter locale. 
In Tennessee, at least five pairs nested, all in 
regular nesting locations in Shelby, Bledsoe, 
Rutherford, and Marion. Twenty-seven Least 
Flycatchers at Roan Mt., Carter, TN 9Jun was 
an unusually large number. A singing Bell's 
Vireo just nw. of Sonora, Hardin, KY 22 Jun 
(BPa, AS) was away from known 
breeding areas. Bellg Vireos at 
Ensley on 2 Jun (one) and 17 
Jun (2 birds) apparently nested 
(JRW). 

A Bank Swallow colony in- 
volving about 40 burrows was 
found at Dayton, Campbell, KY 
in early Jul (FR) for a new coun- '• 
ty breeding record. A count of 
834+ in Greene, TN 21Jul (DMi) 
was exceptional. Several Cliff 
Swallows at a bridge at Tathum 
Springs, Washington, KY 16 Jun 
(BPa) represented a new county 
breeding record. The singing Be- 
wick's Wren found nw. of Beech- 

wood, Owen, KY in late May lingered on ter- 
ritory through at least 6Jun (BPa, AS, SV); an- 
other singing bird was reported just se. of 
Buena Vista, Harrison, KY 9 & 22-23 Jun 
(SM). Late Jul reports of likely breeding Sedge 
Wrens in Kentucky came from Ballard (BPa), 
Fulton (BPa), Greenup (RS, SF), Jefferson 
(BPa), and Ohio (DR). Two Marsh Wrens were 
at Standifer Gap 8 Jul (DP et al.). 

THRUSHES THROUGH FINCHES 
Up to 5 Hermit Thrushes, very rare breeders 
in the Region, were on Roan Mt., Carter, TN 

through the season (RK et al.); 2 were at Un- 
aka Mt., Unicoi, TN 14Jun (RK, VF). Magno- 
lia Warblers are very rare breeders in the Re- 
gion, so 2 each at Roan Mt., Carter, TN and 
Unaka Mt., Unicoi, TN in mid-Jun (RK et al.) 
were noteworthy Two Yellow-rumped War- 
blers, similarly rare breeders, were near Mt. 
Kephart, Great Smoky Mountains N.P., Sevier, 
TN 6 Jun (THw). A singing Blackburnian 
Warbler near the crest of Pine Mt. just s. of 
Shell Gap, Harlan, KY 14Jun (BPa) was away 
from known breeding areas of the higher rots. 
just to the southeast. At least one and possi- 
bly two Prothonotary Warbler nests at Lewis 
County W.M.A., KY in early Jun (SF) repre- 
sented a first breeding record for that county 
in ne. Kentucky; a nest in Smith, TN 3 Jun 
(KH) was also a first county record. 

Territorial Savannah Sparrows were report- 
ed from Fayette, KY 1 Jun (BPa, SV) and ne. 
Shelby, KY 10 Jun (BSm). Four pairs were at 
three sites in Washington, TN through the sea- 
son (RK); a Savannah Sparrow in Greene, TN 
29 Jun-5 Jul (DMi) also suggested breeding. 
A new colony of at least 10 singing Henslow's 
Sparrows was reported just e. of Touristville, 
Wayne, KY in early Jul (ph. CO); 3 territorial 
birds were in Marshall, TN 3 Jun+ (DMo). 
The White-throated Sparrow that lingered at 
Richmond, Madison, KY into late May was last 
seen 1 Jun (THg). One in Putnam, TN 8-20 

This male Red-necked Phalarope in Union County, Kentucky20 June 2007 had 
an injured leg. It represents a first June record for the sta•e. Photogr•h by 
Brainerd Palmer-Ball, Jr. 

Jul (SJS, BHS) represents the 2nd summer 
record for the county. Following the unprece- 
dented spring showing of Rose-breasted Gros- 
beaks at feeders across the Region, a female 
was present in a yard in n. Woodford, KY 3-5 
Jun (JL); and a pair was present in a yard at 
Covington, Kenton, KY at least into mid-Jun 
(MAB, fide LM). 

There were several reports of breeding 
Bobolinks in Kentucky: birds nw. of Harrods- 
burg, Mercer continued into Jun (GD et al.); 
one to 2 singing males in ne. Shelby 10 Jun 
(BSm); a small colony of at least 6 males and 
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4 females in Woodford 18Jun (ph. JL); 5 terri- 
torial birds just n. of Winchester, Clark 26Jun 
(,ISm); and several territorial birds in ne. 
Bourbon 16 Jul (SM, RB). Iwo pairs were in 
Washington, IN through the season (DH, 
RK); 3 juvs. seen there 23 Jul (RK) furnished 
the state's 2nd breeding record. 

Corrigenda: The Mottled Duck at Dutch Bot- 
toms, Douglas L., IN Sep 2006 was seen m 
Jefferson and Cooke, not Sevier as reported. It 
represents the 2nd accepted record for the 
state. 

Cited contributors (subregional editors in 
boldface): David Ayer, Mary Ann Barnett, 
Rhonda Bryant, John Brunjes, Gerald Burnett, 

Kevin Calhoon (se. Tennessee), Phillip Cas- 
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Downs, Melissa Easley, K. Dean Edwards, Vir- 
ginia Fairchild, Donna Floden, Scott Freid- 
hof, Travis Gibson, Kathy Harville, Ben Hay- 
den, Don Holt, Iim Hougton (IHg), Iom 
Howe (IHw), Susan Hubley, Jerry Ingles, 
Marc Johnson, David Kirschke, Rick Knight 
(e. Iennessee), Joe Lacefield, Betty Leggert, 
Ken Leggett, Scott Marsh, Wes Mattox, Lee 
McNeely, Don Miller (DMi), Evelyn Morgan, 
Daniel Moss (DMo), Chelsey Olson, Brainard 
Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPa), David Patterson, W. 
Rob Peeples (w. Iennessee), Bill Pulliam 
(BPu), Frank Ren[row, Rochelle Renken, 
David Roemet, David Schier (DSc), Rick SCel- 

horst, Michael Sledjeski, Jack Sloan (JSI), 
Adam Smith, Brian Smith (BSm), Julie Smoak 
0Sin), Barbara H. Stedman (BHS), Stephen J. 
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Many thanks go to the numerous additional 
individuals who contributed information that 

was used in this report. 

Chris Sloan, 224 Hicks Road 
Nashville, Tennessee 37221, (chris.sloan@comcast.net) 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission 
801 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
(brainard. palmer-ball@ky.gov) 
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GULF OF MEXICO 

Steven W. McConnell 

he number of observer reports from across our Region this season seemed 
to be fewer than in recent years. Iwo 

reasons for this downturn were likely the 
completion of the Alabama Breeding Bird At- 
las field work during 2006 and the continuing 
very warm and dry weather pattern. Many lo- 
cations did receive some temporary relief dur- 
ing July, when rainfall exceeded normal totals 
and the mercury averaged slightly below typ- 
ical. No tropical cyclones threatened the Re- 
gion this season. Highlights from this breed- 
ing season included the discovery of the Re- 
gion's first Cedar Waxwing nest and a Bellg 
Vireo captured in Mississippi. A pair of inland 
Gull-billed Ierns in Alabama was more diffi- 

cult to explain. 

Abbreviations: Noxubee (Noxubee N.W.R., 
OktibbehcdWinston, MS); Swan Creek (Swan 
Creek W.M.A., Limestone, AL) 

WATERFOWL THROUGH STORKS 
Four Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks were 
found 15 Jul near Inverness in Sunflower, MS 
(SJD). Iwo calling Pied-billed Grebes made a 
nice surprise 7 Jul at Swan Creek, where the 
species is an uncommon breeder (SWM). Ihe 

(J&MP). Summering American White Peli- 
cans are rarely found inland in Alabama, mak- 
ing the 24 in Hale, AL 15 Jul quite notewor- 
thy (GJH). Ihe long-staying individual at the 
mouth of Town Cr., Colbert/Lawrence, AL 
continued for a 3rd year (m.ob.). Ihree 
Neotropic Cormorants (2 ads., one imm.) at 
Dutch Brake, Sunflower 15 Jul were rare for 
Mississippi (SJD). Repeated observations of 
Anhinga throughout the season in e.-cen. 

Up to 14 Wood Storks visited a small pond in Muscle Shoals, Colbert County, Alabama in late June 2007 (here with small fish on 29 
June). 11•e species is only an occasional visitor to the Tennessee Valley region of northern Alabama. Photograph byYenyO. Green. 

alternate-plumaged Horned Grebe in Bayou Mississippi, including a nest with 3 young 13 
Heron n. of Dauphin I., Mobile, AL 16 Jun-7 Jul at Noxubee, provided evidence of rarely 
Jul provided a very unusual summer record detected breeding (TLS). 
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