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or much of Texas, the spring of 2007 
was characterized by above-average 
precipitation and below-average tem- 

peratures. Of course, there were exceptions to 
ß this, but they were rather hard to find in the 
big picture. In the far west, E1 Paso received 
more than double its normal rainfall through 
May, with 92.4 mm vs. 43.4 mm. The Chisos 
Basin of Big Bend National Park reported 
191.2 mm of precipitation during the season, 
up 142.7 mm from 2006. The Panhandle and 
South Plains received larger quantities of rain 
through the period, filling all of the playas to 
the point that some observers commented 
that there was too much water. This trend 

continued farther east, as much of north-cen- 
tral Texas received over 130 mm of rain above 

normal, resulting in levels in reservoirs rais- 
ing as much as 3.7 m. On the Upper Coast, 
Houston received 511.5 mm of rain or 204.7 
mm above normal. 

All of this rain resulted in quality stopover 
habitat for passerine migrants at inland loca- 
tions and abundant nesting areas for oppor- 
tunistic grassland birds such as Grasshopper 
Sparrows and Dickcissels. This also resulted 
in abundant habitat for shorebirds, but this 
made observing that migration very difficult 
by spreading out the birds. Lupardus noted a 
secondary problem in Midland, where shore- 
bird habitat was limited due to shorelines be- 

ing obscured by heavy vegetation. 
Three of the highlights of the spring season 

actually involved nesting birds, a pair of Bald 
Eagles near Dalhart, the first nesting since 
1916 in the Panhandle, a pair of Long-eared 
Owls in El Paso, the first documented since 
1918 in the county, and the first documented 
nest in the United States of Mangrove Warbler 
in the Lower Laguna Madre. However, what 
garnered the most attention was the presence 

of some relatively cooperative Masked Ducks 
in Kleberg County. 

WATERFOWL THROUGH 
SHEARWATERS 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks continue to 
spread northward, with several sightings from 
Hunt, Kaufman, and Jack this season (m.ob.). 
A rare find was 8 Fulvous Whistling-Ducks at 
Richland Creek W.M.A., Freestone 19 May 
(DDC, DLi); also of interest was a high count 
of 350+ on Pelican I., Galveston 29 Apr (TE). 
Seemingly regular in far w. Texas, a Eurasian 
Wigeon was at Ft. Hancock Res., Hudspeth 5 
May (JKi) and another at nearby Tornillo 
Res., El Paso 7 May (I'BZ). Less expected was 
a male at a neighborhood pond in Dallas 16- 
25 Mar (BLa, tGCo). A Cinnamon Teal at 
Anahuac N.W.R., Chambers 4 May was no- 
tably late (JBe). Inland Surf Scoters made a 
good showing this spring, with a pair in Mid- 
land, Midland 11-12 Apr (RMS), one at 
Hagerman N.W.R., Grayson 15 Apr (JSc, 
MSc), with 2 present there 26 Apr (LL), one 
recovered near Abilene 3 May (HT), and one 
at Hornsby Bend, Travis 13 May (RD, SB). The 
Grayson White-winged Scoter present since 
late Nov lingered until 4 Mar (GCo, TR). 
Hooded Mergansers successfully nested at 
two Brazoria locations in mid-Apr: one brood 

sighting was followed by another (or the pos- 
sibly the same) female-plumaged bird near 
Riviera 22 Apr (*TPe). At a separate pond 
near Riviera, a pair of these ducks was present 
11 May+ (ph. GP, tm.ob.). 

The only Red-throated Loons reported 
were singles at L. Texoma, Grayson 4 & 25 
Mar (GCo, TR) and L. Tawakoni, Van Zandt 
24 Mar and 14 Apr (GCo, BoS). Single Pacific 
Loons were on L. Tawakoni, Van Zandt 18 
Mar-15 Apr (m.ob.) and L. Texoma, Grayson 
25 Mar (GCo, BoS); more unexpected was 
one at Richland Chambers Res., Freestone 17 
Apr (TPo). Two Least Grebes were reported at 
Brazos River County Park, Brazoria 30 Mar 
(DVe), while another pair was at Brazos Bend 
S.E, Fort Bend 14 Apr (BG). Lingering West- 
ern Grebes included 2 on L Kickapoo, Archer 
14 Mar (SL, DHo), 5 on L. Buchanan, Llano 3 
May (TFe), and 2 at L. Rita Blanca, Hartley 26 
May (LSa). Details of a Sooty Shearwater re- 
ported from South Padre I., Cameron 17 May 
($LMe) will be reviewed by the state records 
committee. 

PELICANS THROUGH RAPTORS 
Almost an annual visitor to the El Paso area, 
2 Brown Pelicans were at McNary Res., Hud- 
speth 5 May (JPa), with one remaining 
through 12 May (MSt); another juv. was at the 

What could be called a mini-invasion of Masked Ducks occurred in Kleberg County, Texas, when birds were found at three dif- 
ferent locations between 2 April and 30 May 2007. This pair was the most cooperative during its stay near Riviera from 11 
May through the season (here 20 May). Photograph by Glenn Perriõo. 

near Shady Acres (JLa, ph. CBr) and another 
near Holiday Lakes (ph. MGr). This spedes 
also nested at the Heard National Science Mu- 

seum, Collin in early May (GG) and in 
Longview, Harrison in late May (DBr, MEd). 
There was a mini-invasion of Masked Ducks 

into Kleberg this season. The first sighting in- 
volved a female-plumaged bird near 
Kingsville 2-19 Apr (MaG, TS, $m.ob.). This 

same location 20-28 May (JPa). Another 
Brown Pelican was in Real 9 May tAB). An 
amazingly high count of 12,500 Double-crest- 
ed Cormorants was tallied at L. Tawakoni, 
Hunt, Rains, and Van Zandt 8 Apr (RKi). For 
unknown reasons, colonial waterbirds failed 
to nest at McNary Res., Hudspeth for the first 
time in many years. By the end of the period, 
there was no breeding activity noted among 
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the area, though the nest was lost 
late in the season due to in- 

clement weather (,JCa, AHe). Also 
noteworthy were 2 White-tailed 
Kites in Ellis 20 Apr (AE, RRo, 

• FF). A pair of Bald Eagles fledged 
• a single young out of a nest on a 

manmade platform near Dalhart, 
Dallam (CBo), providing the first 
successful local nesting since 
1916. A pair of Northern Harriers 
lingered throughout May at Ft. 
Bliss, El Paso (BZ), while a lone 
bird was seen at Balmorhea, 
Reeves 31 May 0Pa). A pair of 
Sharp-shinned Hawks attending a 

• nest was discovered in the Davis 
• •, Mrs., Jeff Davis 19 May (ML, 

M&ME)--the 2nd nesting record 
e for the range. The Sylvan Beach 

Hawkwatch, Galveston had nice 
counts of 254 Mississippi Kites 
and 10,372 Broad-winged Hawks 
11 Apr (DBe et al.). Over 50,000 
Broad-winged Hawks were tallied 
at Calaveras L., Bexar 13 Apr 
(MR, SCo). A Short-tailed Hawk 
at Bentsen S.E, Hidalgo 14 Apr 
(?BC1) was a nice find, though 

one in nw. San Antonio, Bexar on the same 
date was farther n. than expected (?SCo). 
Unusual was a Golden Eagle observed in 
Throckmorton 1 Apr (GCo, BoS). Continuing 
to expand their range, Crested Caracaras 
were reported at no fewer than eight loca- 
tions in n.-cen. Texas (rn.ob.), including a 
nesting pair in e. Dallas 4-11 Mar (RRa). 

PLOVERS THROUGH GULLS 
Large concentrations of American Golden- 
Plovers included an early count of 325 near 
Magnolia Beach, Calhoun 11 Mar (BFr), while 
a conservative estimate of 800+ individuals 

near Granger L., Williamson 25 Mar (TFe) 
was very impressive. Snowy Plovers made a 
good showing in cen. Texas, with three sight- 
ings 17-25 Apr (RPi) in Temple, Belt, plus sin- 
g/es at Pfiugerville Res., Travis 25 Apr (TFe) 
and at Austin, Travis 16 May (MK1). Five 
Snowy Plovers on L. Tawakoni, Rains 25 Apr 
(MW) was a good count. Single Piping 
Plovers at L. Tawakoni, Rains 25 Apr (MW) 
and at Temple, Bell 13 May (RPi) were no- 
table, while another one at L. Buchanan, 
Llano 3 May (TFe) was a first for the Edwards 
Plateau. A single Whirnbrel stopped at South- 
side W.T.P., Dallas 27 Apr-5 May (BoS), while 
a group of 19 on Ft. Hood, Bell 30 Apr (RKo, 
GE) was a very high count for cen. Texas. A 
Hudsonian Godwit in Midland 28 May (RMS) 
was a very good find. Rare on the South 

Providing the third record for the Upper Texas Coast, this Band-tailed Pi- 
geon made a brief appearance at Houston, Harris County 12 April 2007. 
Photograph by Debra Logsdon. 

Neotropic and Double-crested Cormorants or 
among Snowy and Cattle Egrets. Continuing 
a trend of lingering and possibly breeding 
American Bitterns along the coast, at least one 
bird was still present at San Bernard N.W. IL, 
Brazoria 27 May 0St). Unusual in the South 
Plains, an early Snowy Egret was at White 
River L., Crosby 24 Mar (AHe), while another 
was in Gray 23 Apr (MDL). A Tricolored 
Heron in Midkiff, Midland 14 Apr (BLuet al.) 
was unusual, as was one in Rio Grande Vil- 
lage, Brewster 7 May (MSt). A Reddish Egret 
flying over College Station, Brazos 10 May 
(ER) was a county first. A Glossy Ibis stopped 
briefly at Temple, Bell 25 Apr (RPi). 

A Black Vulture was near Floydada, Floyd 
27 May (AHe, AvH), where the species is 
quite rare. An ad. Greater Flamingo was in 
the Lower Laguna Madre, Cameron 28 May 
(ph. LSh), providing only the 8th record for 
the state. An impressive group of as many as 
9 Swallow-tailed Kites overnighted on S. 
Padre I., Cameron 9-10 Apr (AS, ph. ScC). 
Farther away from their usual migration 
route were single Swallow-tailed Kites at 
Mitchell L., Bexar 24 Mar (fide SCo), in se. 
San Antonio 21 Apr (BW), and at Concan, 
Uvalde 22 Apr (C&CG). One seen near Gus 
Engling W.M.A., Anderson 25 May was late to 
be away from known breeding areas (HH, 
CS). A pair of nesting White-tailed Kites in 
n. Kent provided a first breeding record for 

Plains, 4 White-rurnped Sandpipers were near 
Lubbock, Lubbock 22 Apr (AHe), while 3 
were near Floydada, Floyd 26 May (AHe, 
AvH). An incredible 44 Dunlins were noted at 
L. Tawakoni, Rains 16 May (RKi). A Curlew 
Sandpiper was studied briefly at S. Padre I., 
Cameron 16 May (?KT). Twenty-five Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers in Archer 14 Apr were 
noteworthy 0&TK). A Ruff was between 
High I. and Gilchrist, Galveston 16 Apr 
(?JW). Single Red-necked Phalaropes were 
studied at Southside W.T.P., Dallas 18 May 
(BoS, GCo), in Temple, Bell 19 May (RPi), 
and at Pelican I., Galveston 26-30 May (CTL, 
m.ob.). A Franklin's Gull in Dallam 14 Apr 
(LSa) represented a new county record, while 
one at Fort Clark Springs, Kinney 22 Apr 
(MHe) was at an odd location. A count of at 
least 60 Franklin's Gulls on Bull L., Lamb 21 
Apr (AHe, AvH) was a high number for the 
South Plains. The 2 Little Gulls present from 
the winter season continued at White Rock 

L., Dallas until 15 Mar (MW), with the last re- 
port of a single bird on 19 Mar (BBa). An 
irnrn. Little Gull was seen along Bolivar 
Peninsula, Galveston 24 Mar (?JS0. A Califor- 
nia Gull was observed at L. Tawakoni, Rains 

15 Apr (RKi, RBa), while one was present at 
McNary Res., Hudspeth 5 May 0Pa). Three 
second-cycle California Gulls were reported 
from Muleshoe N.W. IL, Bailey 5 May (BBe). A 
first-cyde Thayer's Gull was found at the 
White Rock L. spillway, Dallas 8 Mar (CRu). 
The wintering Iceland Gull in Houston, Har- 
ris lingered until 3 Apr (ph. MR). The ad. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull present since winter 
at L. Ray Hubbard, Dallas stayed until 17 Mar 
(GCo, TR). A Glaucous Gull at East Beach, 
Galveston 23 Apr 0St) was on the late side, as 
was one at Corpus Christi, Nueces 28 Apr 
(SCo, MR, WS). 

TERNS THROUGH WOODPECKERS 
Two Least Terns observed at L. Wichita Park, 
Wichita 15 (SL, DP) & 18 May (SL, DHo) 
were rare for the area. A young Common Tern 
put in a rare appearance at L. Tawakoni, Rains 
5 May (TR, GCo et al.). A Band-tailed Pigeon 
in Houston, Harris 12 Apr (ph. DLo) repre- 
sented the 3rd record for the U.T.C. Single 
Black-billed Cuckoos were seen in he. San 

Antonio, Bexar 25 Apr (HR) and in Temple, 
Bell 19 May (RPi). A very early arriving cuck- 
oo, of unknown species, was noted in Hous- 
ton, Harris 17 Mar (TAM), while an early Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo was at Richland Creek 

W.M.A., Freestone 24 Mar (PB). The wintering 
Burrowing Owl at Ft. Travis, Galveston stayed 
until 31 Mar (m.ob.). A late spring Long- 
eared Owl was found at Muleshoe N.W.R., 
Bailey 15 Apr (AHe). Of greater interest was 
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the discovery of roosting Long-eared 
Owls at the Rio Bosque Wetlands Park 
in El Paso, El Paso 29 Apr+ 0Sp), cul- 
minating in the detection of at least 2 
juvs. in late May. This discovery pro- 
vided the first documented El Paso 

nesting record since 1918, although 
there was evidence of nesting in 1934 
and 1936. A late Short-eared Owl was 

observed hunting at dusk at Village 
Creek Drying Beds, ]'arrant 18 Apr 
(GCo). A pair of Chuck-will's-widows 
at a nest with eggs along Mitchell Cr., 
Donley 26-28 May (ph. BP) provided 
the first confirmed breeding record for 
the Panhandle. A Chaetura swift be- 

lieved to be a Chimney was a good 
spring find near Boot Springs, Brewster 
11 Apr (BCa). 

A Green Violet-ear took up residence 
in Bastrop 28 Apr+ (ph. ?SF et al.), and 
another one was present near Burr, 
Wharton 11-13 May (?KD). A male 
Green-breasted Mango present at 
Sabine Woods, Jefferson 26 Apr (ph. 
EB) was a first for the U.T.C. Continu- 
ing the spate of recent local records, a 
male Broad-bfiled Hummingbird was at 
the Davis Mountains Resort, Jeff Davis 
19 Mar+ and was joined by a female 20 
Apr+ (M&ME). Also continuing a 
trend of recent years, a male White-eared 
Hummingbird was in the Davis Mountains 
Resort,JeffDavis 11 May+ (fide ML). On a dif- 
ferent level altogether was the Violet-crowned 
Hummingbird in the Davis Mountains Resort 
23 Apr (tM&ME), providing a first for Jeff 
Davis and the 8th for the state. A male Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird in Midland, Midland 8 
May (D&JM) was noteworthy since this 
species is much more of a fall migrant in the 
area. An Anna's Hummingbird nest was found 
in w. El Paso, El Paso 5 Mar (MaS, JZ) pro- 
ducing 2 young by 24 Mar 0Ki). This repre- 
sents the 3rd documented nesting for the 
state, with previous records from Jeff Davis 
(1976) and El Paso (2000). Late and unusual 
for the season was an imm. male Anna's Hum- 

mingbird in the Davis Mountaim Resort, Jeff 
Davis 2 May+ (ph. M&ME). Noteworthy was 
a Calliope Hummingbird photographed at 
South llano River S.P., Kimble 14 Apr (fide 
RH). This species is much more likely in late 
summer and fall than the spring on the Ed- 
wards Plateau. A male Broad-tafied Hum- 

mingbird near Utopia, Uvalde 31 Mar-2 Apr 
(MHe) and a female near Cibolo, Guadahpe 
16 Apr (SS) provided rare spring records for 
the Hill Country An exciting find for North 
Texas was a Ringed Kingfisher at the k. Worth 
spillway, Tarrant 12 Mar-6 Apr 0Co et al.). 

A one-day-wonder Violet-crowned Hummingbird brightened the central Davis 
Mountains, Jeff Davis County, Texas 23 April 2007. Amazingly, this was the fif- 
teenth species of hummingbird for this location--the top number anywhere in 
Texas. Pi;otograpl; by Maryann Eastman. 

Single Red-headed Woodpeckers wandered to 
coastal locations, with one at Bolivar Flats, 
Galveston 19 Apr (WB) and another at Galve- 
ston's Pelican I. 29 Apr (TE). A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker in Donley 5 May (BP) was late for 
the Panhandle. A pair of Ladder-backed 
Woodpeckers feeding young 21 Apr in w. 
Waller (ph. JKe) constitutes the first docu- 
mented nesting record for the county. A fam- 
ily group of Northern Flickers observed at the 
city park in Sierra Blanca on 5 May 0Pa) 
made for a rare Hudspeth breeding record. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS 
A Greater Pewee at Ft. Bliss 8 May (BZ) was 
only the 2nd for El Paso and represented a 
very unusual lowland migrant record for the 
species. A Western Wood-Pewee was heard 
calling on w. Galveston I., Galveston 3 May 
0St et al.). A Gray Flycatcher at Buffalo Lake 
N.W.R., Randall 22 Apr (BP) was only the 4th 
record for the Panhandle. Buff-breasted Fly- 
catchers again returned to the cen. Davis 
Mts., Jeff Davis, with one pair and a territori- 
al male found in mid-Apr+ (?ML et al.). A 
late Eastern Phoebe was seen on w. Galveston 

I., Galveston 12 Apr 0St). A very late Say's 
Phoebe was seen at Balcones Canvonlands 
N.WR., Burnet 25 Apr (BSt). A pair of Dusky- 
capped Flycatchers was located at Boot 

Spring, Big Bend N.P, Brewster 24 
Apr+ (MKo, ML et al.). Dusky-capped 
Flycatchers were also present in the 
Davis Mountains Preserve, Jeff Davis 
19 May+ (?ML, M&ME), with up to 6 
birds on at least four territories. A call- 

ing Couch's Kingbird in Balmorhea, 
Reeves 26 May (RH) was a county first. 
A Couch's Kingbird, and possibly a 
pair, was present at Big Bendg Cotton- 
wood Campground, Brewster (MF, 
m. ob.). A Cassin's Kingbird ventured 
eastward to Lost Maples S.N.A., Ban- 
dera 5 May (MHe). Three Eastern 
Kingbirds present at Packery Channel, 
Nueces 17 Mar (MCo, AC) represented 
an early date for the Corpus Christi 
area. Farther w., an Eastern Kingbird in 
Gray 30 Mar (MDL) was very early, 
while another at Rio Grande Village, 
Brewster 29 Apr (MF) was a very rare 
migrant in the Region. 

Single Bell's Vireos were in n.-cen. 
Texas, including L. Tawakoni S.P, Hunt 
4 May (RKi), Fox Creek Greenbelt, 
Denton 10 May (LD), and Plano, Collin 
22 May (PAs). Three presumably nest- 
ing Black-capped Vireos were seen in 
Somervell 13 May (DDC, DLi). A pair 
of Black-capped Vireos was discovered 
at a nest site at Cedar Hollow, L. 

Georgetown, Williamson 16-19 May (TFe). 
Unfortunately, the nesting attempt failed, but 
this is the same location where a singing male 
was present the previous year. Most signifi- 
cantly, a singing Black-capped Vireo was 
found s. of Putnam, Callahan 27 May (DDC, 
DLi) for what is apparently the 2nd county 
record. A Yellow-throated Vireo at Prairie 

Creek Park, Dallas 3 May (RRa, DHi) and one 
at Plano Outdoor Learning Center, Coffin 24 
May (PAs) were rare finds for the Region. A 
territorial Hutton's Vireo was present in w. 
Travis 12 Apr-26 May (BR, JCh); this location 
is e. of the population that appears to be es- 
tablished in the sw. Hill Country. It was a ban- 
ner season for Yellow-green Vireos, with at 
least 7 tallied from Sabine Pass, Jefferson to 
the Sabal Palm Sanctuary, Cameron. 

What must have been a stunning spectacle, 
an estimated 12,500 apparently migrating 
BlueJays streamed along the shoreline at Lake 
Tawakoni S.P., Hunt 25 Apr (RKi). Three 
Brown Jays continue to be seen in the vicini- 
ty of Chapefio and Salinerio, Starr and are the 
only known individuals presently in the Unit- 
ed States (m. ob.). A pair of Tamaulipas Crows 
again returned to Brownsville, Cameron 8 
Apr+ (BBu, m. ob.), where they successfully 
fledged one young. Three Cliff Swallows 
found in Gray 24 Mar (LSa) were very early 

VOLUME 61 (2007) NUMBER 3 475 



ITEXAS 

Cameron in 2005, the first 
documented nesting record 
for Texas and the United 

States was obtained 14- May 
(ph. ScC). Chestnut-sided 
Warblers of note included 

singles at Lake Tawakoni 
S.P., Hunt 4 May (RKi), E1 
Paso, El Paso 9 May (SH), 
and Junction, Kimble 15 May 
(RH). Lingering Yellow- 
rumped Warblers included 
Myrtles at Brazos Bend S.P., 
Fort Bend 6 May (MKi) and 
South Padre I., Cameron the 

same day (PL) and an 
Audubon's also at South 

Padre I. 4-5 May (PL et al.). 
Quite surprising were 2 
Black-throated Green War- 

blers in the Chisos Moun- 

tains, Big Bend N.P, Brewster 
• 3 May (MCo). A Townsend's 

Warbler was far e. at Sabine 

Woods, Jefferson 26 Apr (EB 
et al.). The Hermit Warbler 

at Anzalduas County Park, 
Hidalgo present during the 
winter lingered until 9 Apr 
(PAb, TB). More unexpected 
was a female Hermit Warbler 

at Port Aransas, Nueces 21 Apr (AC, MCo, 
SCo, MR et al.). A BlackburnJan Warbler at L. 
Wichita Park, Wichita 10 May (SL, DHo) pro- 
vided only the 2nd county record. A Yellow- 
throated Warbler wandered to Rio Grande 

Village, Brewster 26 Apr (JD). Graces War- 
blers are rarely encountered in lowland habi- 
tats; this season, one was in E1 Paso, El Paso 8 
Apr 0Pa), and more unexpectedly, one was at 
a desert tank in n. Hudspeth 2 IVmy (JO). A 
likely lingering winterer, a Pine Warbler was 
in Lubbock, Lubbock 15 Mar OH). 

Hermit Warblers are always a treat in Texas away from the Trans-Pecos. This female at Port Aransas, Nueces County 21 April 2007 provided a rare 
Costal Bend Record but was the second for the county. Photograph by I•on Hillstromb. 

for the Panhandle. A Cave Swallow in Kent 15 

Mar (AHe) was the earliest recorded for the 
South Plains, while one in he. Texas 31 Mar 
(PB) provided a Smith first. A Barn Swallow at 
L. Tanglewood, Randall 25 Mar (TJ) was ear- 
ly for the Panhandle. 

NUTHATCHES THROUGH WARBLERS 
A pair of White-breasted Nuthatches feeding 
young at L. Waco, McLennan 17 Apr (FB, 
JMu) provided a first county nesting record. A 
Brown-headed Nuthatch well out of habitat 

near Anderson, Grimes 11 Mar (JO) was a 
surprise. A Brown Creeper in Bellaire, Harris 
14 Apr (DVe) furnished the 2nd latest spring 
record for the U.T.C. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
lingered near Cibolo, Guadalupe until 20 May 
(ph. SS et al.). A Veery in Lake Jackson, Bra- 
zoria 26 Mar (CRi) tied the early record for 
the U.T.C. Farther inland, single individuals 
were noted at Plano, Coilin 28 Apr (PAs), 
Lake Tawakoni S.E, Hunt 4 May (RKi), and 
Lubbock, Lubbock 19 May (AHe). Apparently 
territorial Wood Thrushes were found in nw. 

Travis 20 May (BSt) and Temple, Bell 21 May+ 
(RPi), both areas away from known nesting 
sites. A Clay-colored Robin was in Corpus 
Christi, Nueces 17 May+ (PY, MCo, WS, 
m.ob.). One of the birds of the season was a 

Rufous-backed Robin at Santa Ana, Hidalgo 

8-13 Mar (RC, MP, ?m.ob.) that represented 
the 4th Lower Rio Grande Valley record for 
the species. Westward-wandering Brown 
Thrashers included singles in the Davis Mts., 
Jeff Davis 25 Apr (M&ME) and n. Hudspeth 2 
May (JO). A Long-billed Thrasher 16 km he. 
of Alpine, Brewster 29 May (BSt) was well 
outside of the expected range. Crissal Thrash- 
ers continue to be found at additional loca- 

tions around Midland, Midland, confirming 
that the species is resident in that area (RMS). 
Cedar Waxwings invaded the coast and South 
Texas in huge numbers, with counts of 
around 100 birds reported in many areas dur- 
ing May with a few lingering into early Jun 
(m.ob.). 

Golden-winged Warblers of interest in- 
duded singles at Harrison 2 May (DBr, MEd), 
Lake Tawakoni S.P., Hunt 4 (MW) & 19 May 
(GCo, BoS), and Big Bends Rio Grande Vil- 
lage, Brewster 13 May OF). A Virginias War- 
bler was at Lubbock, Lubbock 19 May (AHe). 
Northern Parulas found farther w. than ex- 

pected included singles at Lubbock, Lubbock 
19 May (AHe) and near Fort Davis, Jeff Davis 
26 May (RH). Single male Tropical Parulas 
were in w. Comal 19 Apr-7 May (BFr) and 
Fort Clark Springs, Kinney 25 Apr (ML). Al- 
though the population of Mangrove Warblers 
was discovered in the Lower Laguna Madre, 

OutsJde of the extensive Pineywoods of East 
/-ITexas, Pine Warblers are only known to nest in 

natural pine fmests in two other areas of e.-cen. Texas. So 
it was with great surprise to learn of nesting Pine War- 
blers in Robertson 21 Apr+ (RSm). The birds were present 

in a stand of pines and bald-cypress that were planted be- ß 
tween 36 and 46 years ago. The pines are now 18-30 m 
tall and border another stand of cultivated pines. 

A Palm Warbler in Lubbock, Lubbock 28 
Apr (AHe) was the first spring sighting in five 
years. A Blackpoll Warbler at Quintana, Bra- 
zoria 28 May (DVe, RW) was late. Cerulean 
Warblers made an almost unbelievable pas- 
sage though cen. Texas, with nine reports 
from Bastrop, Bell, Bexar, Guadalupe, Travis, 
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and Washington spanning 25 Apr-1 May 
(m.ob.). Prothonotary Warblers in the w. in- 
cluded singles at Lubbock, Lubbock 5 May 
(AHe, Lma), Buffalo L., Randall 5 May (LSa), 
and Rio Grande Village, Brewster 13 May 
(S&MP). A great find was a Worm-eating 
Warbler at Big Bend's Boot Springs, Brewster 
24 Apr (RBo). A late migrant Worm-eating 
Warbler was at the Old State Fish Hatchery, 
Dallas 28 May (CRu). Single Ovenbirds made 
an appearance at Buffalo Springs L., Lubbock 
19 May (AHe, AvH) and near Canyon, Ran- 
dall 6-12 May (RM, MoS), providing unusual 
spring records for nw. Texas. A Connecticut 
Warbler was reported in Austin, Travis 13 
May (?TE), and details will be reviewed by 
the state bird records committee. Details were 

provided of a very early male Mourning War- 
bler observed at the Montgomery County Pre- 
serve 21 Mar (GC1). Hooded Warblers w. of 
the normal migration corridor included sin- 
gles at L. Tawakoni, Van Zandt 1 Apr (RKi, 
RBa), at Midland, Midland 7 May (D&JM), 
and at Temple, Bell 9 May (RPi). A Slate- 
throated Redstart was in Boot Canyon, Brew- 
ster 25 Apr (?JBa), providing the 9th record 
for the state. 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES 
There was a bumper crop of Western Tan- 
agers on the U.T.C., with 6 birds reported 3 
Apr-7 May (m. ob.). A very late lingering 
Spotted Towhee was at E1 Paso, El Paso 24 
May (BZ). Clay-colored Sparrows wandered 
to w. Galveston I., Galveston 19 Apr and 3 
May (JSt). A Brewer's Sparrow in Richardson, 
Dallas 8 May (ph. DHi) provided a first fully 
documented local regional record. Eastward- 
wandering Lark Buntings were found 'at the 
Vfilage Creek Drying Beds, Tarrant 27 Mar 
(GCo, GM, BBu, CA) and w. Galveston I., 
Galveston 6-7 Apr (ph. JSt). A Savannah Spar- 
row at San Bernard, Brazoria 23 May (JSt) was 
late. A very high count of 77 Grasshopper 
Sparrows was made near Floydada, Floyd 26 
May (AHe, AvH). Three Le Conte's Sparrows 
hugered at Granger L., Williamson until 5 
May (TFe). Always a nice find inland, a Nel- 
son's Sharp-tailed Sparrow was reported at L. 
Tawakoni, Rains 20 May (MW). A Song Spar- 
row in Cove, Chambers 27 Apr (PF) was the 
latest-ever spring record for the U.T.C. A Lin- 
coln's Sparrow at Quintana, Brazoria lingered 
until 4 May (RW et al.). A White-throated 
Sparrow lingered at Muleshoe N.W.R., Bailey 
until 5 May (BBe), While a lingering Harris's 
Sparrow was near Granger L., Williamson 12 
May (JLe, KH). An ad. Golden-crowned Spar- 
row was at Sierra Bianca, Hudspeth 5 May 
(?JPa), providing a 3rd county record. 

A Black-headed Grosbeak was at Lake Wi- 

chita Park, Wichita 2 May, and 2 were pres- 
ent 5 May (SL). An early arrival for East 
Texas, a Blue Grosbeak was in Central 
Heights, Nacogdoches 30 Mar (MHW). Dick- 
cissels were in abundance on the South 

Plains, as illustrated by a count of 74 near 
Floydada, Floyd 26 May (AHe, AvH). Bobo- 
links made rare appearances in n.-cen. Texas, 
with one at Hagerman N.W.R., Grayson 25 
Apr and 15 there 8 May (LL et al.). A Com- 
mon Grackle made a brief appearance in 
Alpine, Brewster 8 Apr (ML). A male Great- 
tailed Grackle in Angelina 20 Apr (RT) was a 
nice find in an area where the species does 
not breed. Bronzed Cowbirds made a very 
good showing on the South Plains, suggest- 
ing that they are becoming established, with 
at least 26 individuals observed between 21 

Apr and 28 May (m.ob.). Two Orchard Ori- 
oles at Alazan Bayou W.M.A., Nacogdoches 1 
Apr (RT) tied the earliest spring record for 
the Pineywoods. A male Hooded Oriole was 
in Seabrook, Galveston 25 May (ph. VM); 
this species is being reported with increasing 
frequency on the U.T.C. Bullock's Orioles 
were reported in unusually large numbers in 
the e. part of the state (but w. of the Piney- 
woods), including a first-year male in Waller 
16 May (MHo) that furnished a county first 
record. Red Crossbills nested in the Davis 

Mts., Jeff Davis during Apr (ML), and flocks 
of 20+, including juvs., were seen on several 
occasions. Lingering Pine Siskins included 
singles in Collin 1 May (KC) and Morris 27 
May (DBr,,LB). 
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