
I SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS 

This Chestnut-collared Longspur in Adams County, Nebraska 
24 September 2006 provides the first documented record for 
the eastern part of the state. Photograph by Paull)unbar. 

Nebraska. A Bullock's Oriole in Canadian, OK 
17 Sep (JW) was easterly and tardy The few 
Purple Finches reported arrived later than 
usual; noteworthy were singles as far w. as 
Scotl, KS 5 Nov (T&SS); the only one report- 
ed in Nebraska was in Platte 23 Nov (MB). A 
Cassin's Finch was found in Morton, KS 22 
Oct (SS). Quite rare was a Lesser Goldfinch in 
Scotts Bluff, NE 3 Sep (fide AK). 
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n the weather front, the big news was made in the El Paso area. This region 
of the state averages just 15.24 cm of 

precipitation each year; however, over 40 cm 

of rain fell on 1 August alone! Abundant rains 
continued through mid-October, with scat- 
tered locations in El Paso County receiving 
over 100 cm of rain for the period! The Davis 
Mountains and Big Bend region also saw over 
half of year-to-date rainfall totals during Au- 
gust. Welcome rains also fell during October 
in the South Texas Brush Country and along 
the Coastal Prairies. The remainder of the 

state was more on the dry side, with water 
levels in reservoirs and ponds dropping 
through the season. 

In many ways, good shorebird habitat was 
created in the areas where rainfall was abun- 

dant due to localized flooding of agricultural 
fields and in the Rio Grande floodplain, as 
well as in the drier regions of the state, where 
mudfiats were exposed by receding water lev- 
els. In the western half of the state, humming- 
bird numbers were reduced at feeders, pre- 
sumably a result of increased natural food 
sources. Migrant passerines also appeared to 
be in reduced numbers, as they were less con- 
centrated in oases visited by birders. 

There was no real push of montane irrup- 
fives. Jays, nuthatches, and winter finches 
were conspicuously absent from the Trans- 
Pecos and northwestern Texas. However, 

Western and Mountain Bluebirds made good 
showings. Rarities were in themselves a rarity 
this fall, but that is not to say there were not 
some tantalizing finds during the season. The 
highlights of the season were a Barred 
Antshrike in Harlingen, discovered in odd cir- 
cumstances, and a Black-vented Oriole in Big 
Bend. Also of interest was a strong cold front 
in late October that pushed many species 
down to the coast for early, or in some cases, 
produced most unexpected records--such as 
McCown's and Lapland Longspurs on the 
beaches of Brazoria County. 

WATERFOWL THROUGH STORKS 
An amazing count of over 2000 Canvasbacks 
was noted at Sti]]honse Hollow Res., Bell 4 
Nov (]Ha). Two Greater Scaup near Grass- 
land, Lynn 25 Nov (AHe) were the only ones 
reported on the South Plains. In]and Surf 
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This cooperative Red Phalarope delighted many during its extended stay along the shore of Stallhouse Hollow Lake, Bell 
County, Texas 23 (here 29) October through 14 Hovember 2006. Photograph by Tony Frank. 

Scoters included one at Hornsby Bend, Travis 
19 Oct (EC), one at Kirby L., Taylor 24 Oct 
(LP), and one at Braunig L., Bexar 24 Oct 
(MMS). Two White-winged Scoters visited 
Pat Cleburne L., Johnson 2-4 Nov (ph. JoS). 
White-winged Scoters were also found at sep- 
arate Grayson locations 26 Nov, one at Ran- 
dell L. and another in Sherman (WM). The 
lone Long-tailed Duck of the season was at 
Hagerman N.W.R., Grayson 23-25 Nov (LBa). 
A notably high count of 85 Hooded Mer- 
gansers was made in Longview, Harrison 9 
Nov (DBr, MEd). 

The only reported Pacific Loon for the sea- 
son was 4-20 Nov at L. Tawakoni, Rains 
(MW), where the only reported Red-throated 
Loon was seen 20 Nov (MW). A Clark's Grebe 
lingered in Lubbock 7 Aug-15 Sep (AW, 
m.ob.), while a Western Grebe in Randall 28 
Oct (BP, m.ob.) was the only one reported in 
the Panhandle. The only organized pelagic 
trip of the season out of Cameron on 19 Aug 
yielded 20 Cory• Shearwaters, 29 Audubon's 
Shearwaters, a Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, 
and 3 Masked Boobies (BMc et al.). A Mag- 
nificent Frigatebird from the Bolivar Ferry, 
Galveston 10 Nov (WB) was the last of the 
season. Two American Bitterns were detected 

in Carson 31 Oct (RC), while one was at the 
Uvalde fish hatchery 20 Oct and 17 Nov 
(MHe). In Lubbock, 3 Great Egrets and 3 
Snowy Egrets lingered through the period, 
continuing the trend by both species of re- 
maining farther n. into early winter (FIR, 
AHe, BB). A Little Blue Heron was at Wild 
Horse L, Potter 21 Aug (LSa). Remarkably far 

inland and presumably a county first record, a 
Reddish Egret was at Proctor L., Comanche 3 
Sep (DDC, DLi). Other well-inland Reddish 
Egrets included one along the Nueces R., 
Uvalde 13 Aug (MHe) and another at Canyon 
L., Comal 14 Aug (DPu). Sightings of single 
imm. Reddish Egrets in se. Austin, Travis 29 
Sep (SY), below Longhorn Dam, Travis 2-20 
Oct (HR, m.ob.), and Stillhouse Hollow Res., 
Bell 28 Oct+ (ES, m.ob.) may all pertain to the 
same individual. Wood Storks wandered n. to 

Smith, with 3 near Tyler 9 Sep (m.ob.) and 
one at Camp Tyler 13-19 Sep (SLo, PB et al.). 

FLAMINGO THROUGH RAPTORS 
The banded Greater Flamingo that has been 
wandering along the cen. coast for more than 
a year continued near Bayside, Refugio until at 
least 9 Sep (m.ob.). It was then relocated on 
the Aransas N.W.R., Calhoun 20 Nov+. In ad- 
dition, 3 flamingos were observed near Indi- 
anola, Calhoun 30 Sep O'L&PS); these appar- 
ently included the above-mentioned Greater 
(American), an escaped Greater (Eurasian), 
and one unidentified flamingo. Black Vultures 
wandered w. of the expected range into ne. 
Archer, with one there 14 Sep and 8 seen 21 
Sep (ScL). Numbers of post-breeding Swal- 
low-tailed Kites were detected from Freestone 

s. to Waller and w. to Bastrop 6 Aug-16 Sep. 
Eight sightings (m.ob.) of between one and 3 
birds were noted, including a few that lin- 
gered in the same area for a few days; 5 were 
seen at the Brazos R., Waller 2 Sep (EC). The 
Hazel Baremore Hawkwatch, Nueces recorded 
a high of 21 Swallow-taileds 17 Aug (fideJSi). 

Two White-tailed Kites w. of Girard, Kent 21 
Oct (AHe) and one near Soda L., Midland 26 
Sep (DMe, tJMe, SE) were county firsts and 
added to a growing list of (at least formerly) 
extralimital sightings in the w. half of the 
state. Other wandering White-taileds of inter- 
est included one in Bell 6 Sep (RPi) and 3 in 
Angelina 29 Sep (NB). An ad. and 2 fledgling 
Mississippi Kites in Round Rock 4-7 Aug 
(TFe) provided a first nesting record for 
Williamson. The Smith Point Hawkwatch re- 

ported their record-high 7 Bald Eagles, with a 
one-day count of 4 birds 28 Oct. A Common 
Black-Hawk was carefully studied along the 
Nueces R., Uvalde 13 Aug (MHe, MO). Well 
out-of-range Harris's Hawks included singles 
in Wichita Falls, Wichita 18 Sep (BoL, PLi) 
and Gray 20 Sep-28 Oct (JEI, KG). Harris's 
Hawks also made a strong showing on the 
U.T.C., with several sightings from Brazoria 
to Chambers. Perhaps part of the same move- 
ment, Harris's Hawks were also reported from 
Bastrop, Hays, Travis (m.ob.), and most no- 
tably one at Richland Creek W.M.A., Navarro 
26 Aug (DDC, DLi). In the Midland area, 
Red-shouldered Hawks made an impressive 
showing, with 7 single-bird sightings and two 
sightings of multiple birds (BLu). Perhaps 
that also explains single Red-shouldered 
Hawks at Buffalo Lake N.W.R., Randall 23 Oct 
(BP, PT), Coyanosa, Pecos 8 Oct (ML), and w. 
Jeff Davis 10 Oct (DLa, JPO). Providing a rare 
El Paso record was a Zone-tailed Hawk 5 Oct 

(BZ). A Golden Eagle over Smith Pt., Cham- 
bers 20 Oct OK, HT, JvD) and one in w. Jeffer- 
son 11 Nov OW et al.) were good records for 
the U.T.C. 

PLOVERS THROUGH TERNS 
A Snowy Plover at L. Tawakoni, Rains 23 Nov 
(MW) and a Piping Plover at the same loca- 
tion 3 Oct (ph. MW) were late migrants. The 
last of a few mid-Nov American Golden- 

Plovers was one at Drum Pt., Kleberg 23 Nov 
(ACo, MC). Exceptionally early was a Moun- 
tain Plover in its usual haunts around 

Granger L., Williamson 3 Sep (TFe); rare on 
the coast, one was at Bolivar Flats, Galveston 
28 Oct (WB, ph. BA). Having last been docu- 
mented in the state in 1994, a mini-invasion 
of Northern Ja•ana in Hildago provided some 
excitement for the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Three were documented: one at Estero Llano 

Grande S.E 5-19 Aug and 3 Sep-14 Nov (tRZ, 
MM, m.ob.); one at Bentsen S.E 10-18 Aug 
(,JBo, tMGu, m.ob.); and another in Mission 
22 Aug O'DDa). Very late was an Upland 
Sandpiper in se. Bell 5 Nov (RPi). Unusual in 
w. El Paso was a Marbled Godwit 14 Oct 

(JPa). A Ruddy Turnstone was at Sundown 
Playa, Randall 6 Sep O'LSa); this species is a 
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casual visitor to the Panhandle. A Sanderling 
at Muleshoe N.W.R., Bailey 7 Oct (AHe, JHe, 
JJ) was the first reported from the South 
Plains since 2002. Five Dunlins at L. Mered- 

ith, Moore 4 Nov (BP) was a high count for 
the Panhandle. A Stilt Sandpiper at Lubbock, 
Lubbock 19 Nov (BB) was very late. Repre- 
senting a significant portion of the estimated 
world population of this species, a phenome- 
nal flock of over 1000 Buff-breasted Sand- 

pipers was noted between Harlingen and La- 
guna Atascosa N.W.R., Cameron 27 Aug 
(PW), with several hundred birds lingering 
until 29 Aug. An American Woodcock in w. 
Clay 11 Nov (ScL, DHo) was a rare find for 
the Wichita Falls region. Single Red-necked 
Phalaropes were good finds at Hagerman 
N.W.R., Grayson 27 Aug 0Sc) and 23 Sep 
(GC, TR); 2 more were on L. Ray Hubbard, 
Dallas 18-19 Sep (CRu, GC). Numerous bird- 
ers were treated to a Red Phalarope during its 
prolonged stay at Stillhouse Hollow Res., Bell 
28 Oct-14 Nov (tRPi, m.ob.); one also lin- 
gered briefly in w. Je.[ferson 18-21 Nov (iSM et 
al.). 

A Pomarine Jaeger was observed at L. 
Tawakoni, Hunt 10 Oct (MW). Also of inter- 
est was a Parasitic Jaeger harassing Black 
Terns at Sundown Playa, Randall 4 Sep (BP). 
Another inland jaeger, not identified to 
species, was at L. Palestine, Henderson 1 Sep 
(RG). In what is becoming an annual occur- 
rence, an ad. Little Gull visited L. Tawakoni, 
Hunt 21-22 Nov (MW, tRG). A California 
Gull was seen on Bolivar Flats, Galveston 17 
Nov (MA), and up to 4 were noted at L. 
Tawakoni, Rains/Van Zandt 4-24 Nov (MW, 
RKi, RB). A first-winter Thayerg Gull was at 
L. Tawakoni, Rains 19 Nov (MW). An early 
Lesser Black-backed Gull was at Surfside, 
Brazoria 2 Oct (SLo). Sabine's Gulls were 
again widely represented in the state this fall; 
singles near Pantex, Carson 11 Sep (MKe, 
LR), Padre Island N.S., Kenedy/Willacy 16 Sep 
(ph. BSa), and Muleshoe N.W.R., Bailey 23 
Sep (BB) were the most notable. A first-winter 
Black-legged Kittiwake at San Bernard 
N.W.R., Brazoria 12 Nov (tRW) was the 3rd 
earliest fall record for the U.T.C. Single Com- 
mon Terns in Lubbock, Lubbock 20-21 Aug 
(EM, RM) were notable for the South Plains. 
A single Bridled Tern and 34 Sooty Terns were 
seen on the 19 Aug pelagic trip out of South 
Padre I., Cameron (BMc). Several late Black 
Terns were seen at Brazoria N.W.R., Brazoria 
6 Nov (DPe). 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS 
A female Ruddy Ground-Dove was reported 
at Llano Estero Grande S.P, Hidalgo 9-17 Sep 
(tMO, tTB). A Black-billed Cuckoo seen in 

Utopia, Uvalde 11 Sep (MHe) made a fine fall 
record for the Hill Country. Late migrant 
Black-billeds were at Smith Pt., Chambers 24 
Oct (HT) and High I., Galveston 29 Oct 
(DVe). An early Burrowing Owl was found in 
Williamson 15 Oct (TFe). A road-killed Long- 
eared Owl was picked up in ne. Austin, Travis 
l Nov (fide EC), and one was heard calling 
pre-dawn at Daughtrey W.M.A., Live Oak 19 
Nov (RW, BLi, DPe). An ad. Northern Saw- 
whet Owl in the Davis Mountains Resort, Jeff 
Davis 24 Oct (ph. KB) was a great find for the 
state. Very unexpected was a group of 5 Less- 
er Nighthawks in Cisco, Eastland 3 Sep 
(DDC, DLi). Lingering Common Nighthawks 
were noted in Friendswood, Harris 7 Nov 
(MA) and in High I., Galveston 12 Nov (AHe). 

"1 :... L 

Although there have been suggestions that Northern Saw- 
whet Owls might be rare residents of the Guadalupe Moun- 
tains in the Trans-Pecos region of Texas, the discovery of one 
of these owls in the state is always newsworthy. This one was 
in a stand of Ponderosa Pines in the Davis Mountains, Jeff 
Davis County on 24 October 2006. Photograph by Kelly Bryan, 

A nighthawk at Quintana, Brazoria 23 Nov 
(RW) was not identified to species. A Com- 
mon Poorwill at Union Grove W.M.A., Bell I 
Nov (RPi) was tardy. A Chuck-willg-widow at 
Harris Tank, Midland 28 Sep (RMS, FRo) pro- 
vided a rare record for the area. Two excep- 
tionally late Whip-poor-wills were found in 
East Texas this fall: one was heard at L. Rat- 

cliff, Houston 10 Nov; the other was a road- 
killed individual in Angelina 11 Nov (AHe). 

Chaetura swifts tantalized Texas birders 

this season. A lone bird seen in E1 Paso, El 
Paso 29 Sep was thought not to be a Chimney 
Swift (BZ), while one in late Oct near Peder- 
nales Falls S.P, Blanco passed through three 
weeks after Chimney Swifts had left the ob- 
servers three swift towers (fide P&GK). A 
Green Violet-ear graced a Bowie feeder in ne. 
Texas 9-10 Sep (ph. JAm). A Broad-billed 

Hummingbird at a feeder in Harlingen, 
Cameron 9 Sep provided a rare Lower Rio 
Grande Valley record (MHa). The two sum- 
mering White-eared Hummingbirds in the 
Davis Mountains Resort, Jeff Davis lingered 
until 17 Sep (fide ML). Two Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds visited feeders in Rusk 12 Sep 
(PHa). Calliope Hummingbirds of particular 
note included singles near Greenwood, Wise 
2-7 Sep (CC) and in Live Oak 29 ̧ ct-5 Nov 
(GB). Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were noted 
more frequently in areas away from West 
Texas this fall. Most notable were singles at 
Wichita Falls, Wichita 23 Aug (BoL) and Rusk 
26 Aug-ll Sep (PHa), the latter providing a 
2nd record for the Pineywoods. The U.T.C. 
had 2 this fall: one at Friendswood, Harris 21 
Oct (MA) and an imm. male in w. Houston, 
Harris 12 Nov (JHi); an imm. male was seen 
feeding on shrimp plant near Poth, Wilson 17 
Nov (WS). Allen's Hummingbirds were 
recorded at several locations, with an ad. male 
returning to a w. Houston yard 12 Nov+ 
(SW), another ad. male in w. El Paso 2-4 Aug 
(JPa), and a female Allen's recaptured 2 Aug at 
the banding station near Victoria, Victoria 
(Bo). 

Ringed Kingfishers made news in the Con- 
cho Valley, with an ad. female at San Angelo 
S.E, Tom Green 7 Oct (ph. JaP) and one along 
the Concho R. in San Angelo, Tom Green 22 
Nov (TMa). One on w. Galveston I. 6 Nov 
0St) furnished just the 5th record for the 
U.T.C. An imm. Red-headed Woodpecker 
within earshot of the surf at Quintana, Brazo- 
ria 19 Sep (RW) was unexpected in that 
coastal location. Once again, a small group of 
Acorn Woodpeckers was detected in a w. El 
Paso neighborhood in early Nov (m.ob.). The 
presence of this species over the past several 
winters, along with a Jun 2006 report, sug- 
gests that this species may have taken up res- 
idence in this area. A stunning male 
Williamson's Sapsucker was at Harris Tank, 
Midland 4 Nov (ph. BLuet al.). A well- 
marked male Red-naped Sapsucker in Tem- 
ple, Bell 4 Nov (RPi) provided a new county 
record. Adding to a growing number of 
records from the U.T.C., a Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker was at Lafitte's Cove, Galveston 
from 29 Oct-19 Nov (DMc, MBr et al.). A 
Hairy Woodpecker at Annand Bayou Nature 
Center, Harris 21 Oct (LF) was well s. of this 
species' normal range on the U.T.C. 

ANTSHRIKE THROUGH SWALLOWS 
A Barred Antshrike (Thamnophilus doliatus) 
was clearly recorded, but not observed, at 
Hadingen, Cameron 1 Sep (acc., ?MHa). The 
circumstances of the discovery are unusual in 
that the bird was singing from a hidden perch 
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after dark under a bright outdoor light. Sub- 
sequent searches the following day, including 
the use of playback, were unsuccessful. 
Thamnophilus antshrikes are not known to 
vocalize at night, but many other diurnal 
species have been attracted to insects that are 
drawn to the bright lights at this location. 
This is the first report of any species in the 
Thamnophilidae in the United States. Barred 
Antshrike is a common resident in southern 

Tamaulipas; the closest population is found 
within 250 km of the Texas border. 

An Olive-sided Flycatcher on Pleasure I., 
Jefferson 3 Aug OK) was the 3rd earliest ever 
for the fall on the U.T.C. A Greater Pewee was 

at Big Bend• Cottonwood Campground 30 
Sep-7 Oct ($RR, $SLo, $Dke et al.). An East- 
ern Wood-Pewee was singing in 
Thompson Grove, Dallam 2 Sep (BP). 
A Hammond's Flycatcher was identi- 
fied by field marks and voice near Ut- 
ley, Bastrop 27-28 Aug (BFr). Single 
Dusky Flycatchers at Harris Tank, 
Midland 11 Sep (RMS, FRo) and L. 
Ransom Canyon, Lubbock 8 Oct (BB) 
were noteworthy Single Great Crest- 
ed Flycatchers at Rio Grande Village, 
Brewster 31 Aug (MF) and in E1 Paso 
4 Sep (BZ) were significant fall 
records for West Texas. A Great 

Kiskadee was present at Webberville 
Park, Travis 7 Nov (BFr); far less ex- 
pected was one at Abilene, Taylor 14 
Sep+ (LP, ph. JEn, m.ob.). A Sulphur- 
bellled Flycatcher was reported from 
Sabine Woods, Jefferson 10-11 Sep 
($JoH), while a Gray Kingbird de- 
lighted observers at Hazel Bazemore County 
Park in Corpus Christi, Nueces 26-29 Oct 
(LE, DaF, ?MC et al.) and represents the 7th 
record for the state. 

Single Northern Shrikes at k. Meredith, 
Moore 4 Nov (BP) and in Dallam 18-24 Nov 
(TeF et al.) were close to average for the Pan- 
handle. Far more unexpected was an imm. 
Northern Shrike at Hagerman N.W.R., 
Grayson 7 Nov + (KHa, m.ob), providing only 
the 3rd record for n.-cen. Texas. A Plumbeous 

Vireo at High I., Galveston (DVe) was only the 
5th for the U.T.C., while another at Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Corpus Christi, Nueces 4 Nov 
(MC) was at the same spot where this rare 
winter visitor has occurred several times pre- 
viously A Philadelphia Vireo at Buffalo Lake 
N.W.R., Randall 4 Sep (BP) was an exception- 
al find for the Panhandle. A Yellow-green 
Vireo was at Santa Ana N.W.R., Hidalgo 27 
Aug (DJ). A Green Jay was apparently present 
for about two weeks in Sep near Copperas 
Creek Campground at Bastrop-Buescher S.P, 
Bastrop (fide TMc). Apparently, just 3 Brown 

Jays persist in the United States, at the now- 
altered Chapefio site (m.ob.), where they 
have become difficult to find. More than 875 

Tree Swallows at Muleshoe N.W.R., Bailey 2 
Sep (BB, DLu, AHe) was an amazing congre- 
gation for the South Plains. 

NUTHATCHES THROUGH WARBLERS 
Nuthatches wandering unusually close to the 
coast included a Red-breasted on w. Galve- 

ston I., Galveston 7 Nov 0St) and a Brown- 
headed in s.-cen. Jefferson 17 Sep (RJ, KS). A 
Rock Wren at L. Wright Pannan, Bowie 5 Nov 
(MD) was the easternmost in Texas since the 
1960s. Slightly more expected were 2 at Lake 
Tawakoni S.P., Van Zandt 7-28 Nov (RKi) and 
another at L. Tawakoni, Hunt 7 Nov (RKi). 

.•, 
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Great Kiskadees are known to wander away from their normal range, but this bird at 
Abilene, Taylor County, Texas, found 14 (here 17) September 2006, was unexpected 
so far to the northwest. Photograph by John English. 

Winter Wrens made a good showing in the 
Trans-Pecos, with one in the Davis Mts. 13-15 
Oct (RPi), singles at three different Big Bend 
N.P. locations during Nov (m.ob.), and one in 
Alpine, Brewster 20 Nov (ML). A strong inva- 
sion of Golden-crowned Kinglets was detect- 
ed throughout the e. half of the state; the first 
individuals were reported on 20 Oct, and 
good numbers were subsequently tallied in 
numerous locations. An early Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet was noted at Quintana, Brazoria 13 
Sep (JAr). Western Bluebirds were well repre- 
sented in nw. Texas, with the most notewor- 
thy sightings including 50+ at Blackwell, 
Coke 28 Oct (ph. JGr) and 5 near Quanah, 
Hardeman 2 Nov (BFr). Mountain Bluebirds 
arrived early and in large numbers in the Pan- 
handle, with 300+ at L. Meredith, Moore and 
700+ in Potter 27 Sep (BP); the easternmost 
report of this species was 8 in Mason 22-23 
Nov (DFe, BoF). A very late Gray-cheeked 
Thrush at L. Ratcliff, Houston 10 Nov (?AHe) 
provided a first fall record for the Piney- 
woods. Early Swainson's Thrushes were at 

Sabine Woods and Sea Rim S.P., Jefferson 24 
Sep (DVe). Two Hermit Thrushes at Muleshoe 
N.W.R., Bailey 19 Aug (BB) were a month 
ahead of schedule. A lingering Wood Thrush 
was present in San Antonio, Bexar 1 Nov 
(BW), only to be outdone by one at High I., 
Galveston 25 Nov (TE). A Varied Thrush was 
a one-day wonder al Guadalupe Mountains 
N.P., Culberson 15 Nov (?SH). 

An impressive concentration of 500 Gray 
Catbirds was discovered at Sabine Woods,Jef- 
ferson 21 Oct (JW et al). Single Sage Thrash- 
ers made early appearances at Muleshoe 
N.W.R., Bailey 2 Sep (BB, AHe, DLu) and near 
Whiteface, Cochran 22 Sep (AHe). Even more 
unusual was the appearance of Sage Thrash- 
ers on the U.T.C., with singles near Smith Pt., 

Chambers 24 Oct (HT), Brazoria 
N.W.R., Brazoria 28 Oct (ph. GLa), 
and Sea Rim S.P., Jefferson 3 Nov 
(DVe). An American Pipit in Rusk 16 
Aug (PHa) was early by a month, pro- 
viding a first Aug record for ne. Texas. 

A Tennessee Warbler was well out 

w. in E1 Paso 30 Oct (BZ). An Orange- 
crowned Warbler in Hams 31 Aug 
(DDi) provided the 3rd earliest fall 
record for the U.T.C. Nashville War- 

bler made news, with one in Nacog- 
doches 4 Sep (DW) providing a new 
early record and late lingering birds 
found 19 Nov in Bell (RKo) and 
Travis (EC, RKa). A Blue-winged 
Warbler at Spring Branch, Blanco 16 
Sep (LL) provided a first fall record 
for the Hill Country. Rare fall records 
were provided by 2 Blue-winged War- 

blers in Austin, Travis 20 Sep (A&JB) and 2 
Golden-wingeds there 25-26 Sep (MR, KA). 
Three Chestnut-sided Warblers at L. Sam 

Rayburn, Angelina 21 Oct (DW, RT) were late. 
It was a banner fall for Black-throated Blue 

Warblers in Texas, with at least 12 individuals 
reported; most noteworthy were singles in 
Randall 5 Oct (BMu) and San Angelo S.P, Tom 
Green 7 Oct (ph. JAP). A Yellow-rumped War- 
bler at L. Tawakoni, Rains 10 Sep (RB) was 
record early Eastward-wandering Black- 
throated Gray Warblers included singles at 
San Antonio, Bexar 4 Oct (DaL), Port 
O'Connor, Calhoun 18 Nov (BFr, PHo), and 
Pleasanton, Atascosa 27 Nov (MP). A count of 
6 Black-throated Green Warblers was tallied 

in Fayette 8 Nov (BFr). A Hermit Warbler in 
E1 Paso 30 Sep 0Pa) was a nice find for that 
lowland location. A Blackburnian Warbler 

was in Lubbock, Lubbock 17 Sep (JC), and 
there was a lingering bird on w. Galveston 1. 
10 Nov (JSt). A Grace• Warbler in E1 Paso 16 
Aug (BZ) was notable at that low elevation. 
Single Pine Warblers were at Rio Grande Vil- 
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Northern Shrikes are rare winter residents in the Texas Panhandle, but they are casual to accidental anywhere else in the 
state. This immature at Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge, Grayson County stayed 7 November 2006 and into winter (here 
16 December), the third documented record for north-central Texas. Phota9ral#•l•yChrisEasley. 

lage, Brewster 27 Nov (ph. CL), in Randall 20 
Sep (BMu), and at Spur, Dickens 5 Nov (AHe). 
Fall Blackpoll Warblers are always of interest; 
singles were found at Rita Bianca L., Hartley 
14 Oct (BP LSa) and Sabine Woods, Jefferson 
16 Oct (LBa). 

A Prothonotary Warbler was westerly at 
Amarillo, Potter 8 Aug (LSa), and a lingering 
bird was at San Bernard N.W.R., Brazoria 12 
Nov (RW). A nice find was a Worm-eating 
Warbler at Lake Tawakoni S.P, Hunt 21 Sep 
(RKi). A Swainson• Warbler at Quintana, 
Brazoria 13 Oct (RW) and an Ovenbird at 
High I., Galveston 25-26 Nov (TE, JMa) were 
both late. Lingering Louisiana Waterthrushes 
included singles in Travis 20 Oct (KA) and 
Bear Creek Park, Harris 18 Nov (?DDi). A 
Mourning Warbler at Sabine Woods,Jefferson 
20 Aug (DVe) was early. An eastward-wander- 
ing MacGillivray's Warbler at Houston, Harris 
l0 Sep (BH) was the earliest ever fall record 
for the U.T.C.; one window-killed at Texas 
A&M University 20 Sep (AnC, *TCWC) pro- 
vided the first county record since 1980. A 
rather early push of Hooded Warblers was 
noted by Verser, with s•ngles at Sabine Woods 
and Sea Rim S.P, both Jefferson, and at High 
I., Galveston 5 Aug. Others at Round Rock 26 
Aug (KHo) and at Granger L. 23 Sep (TFe) 
provided overdue first records for Williamson. 
A concentration of 20 Wilson's Warblers at 

Quintana, Brazoria 13 Sep (JAr) was an ex- 
ceptionally high count for the U.T.C. Very late 
lingering Wilson• Warblers were found in E1 
Paso 19 Nov (JPa) and Morton, Cochran 4 

Nov (AHe). A late Canada Warbler was at 
Galveston Island S.P., Galveston 12 Nov 
(AHe). The Rufous-capped Warblers present 
at Concan, Uvalde since the spring were seen 
again 6 Oct, and one was still present 25 Nov 
(MHe). 

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES 
A banded Summer Tanager was seen at Bel- 
laire, Harris 20 Oct (DVe) and is believed to 
be the same bird that has spent the previous 
three winters at the same location. A male 

Scarlet Tanager at Sabine Woods, Jefferson 3 
Nov (DVe) was late. An Eastern Towhee in 
Lee 21 Oct (DVo, MBa) tied the early arrival 
date for the area. A real surprise was provided 
by an American Tree Sparrow on North Padre 
I., Nueces 18 Nov (LJ); this bird was m the 
same spot as the first Coastal Bend record 
from Dec 2004. Two rather early Clay-colored 
Sparrows were at Webberville Park, Travis 1 
Sep (BFr), and there were 3 reported from the 
U.T.C.: in Harris 21 Sep (JBe), on w. Galve- 
ston I. 29 Sep (JSt), and at Quintana, Brazoria 
13 Oct-3 Nov (JSt, DVe, RW). Two Savannah 
Sparrows at Anahuac N.W.R., Chambers 29 
Sep (JK) were early. A Grasshopper Sparrow 
at Port Bolivar, Galveston 16 Sep (CTL) was 
one of the earliest ever for the U.T.C. As has 

become expected, Baird• Sparrows were again 
found on the Marfa Plateau, with up to 4 in w. 
Jeff Davis 7-9 Oct (?DLa, JPO, KB, ML) and 
one sw. of Marfa, Presidio 22 Nov (?DBo). 
More unexpected was one near Lehman, 
Cochran 4 Nov (?AHe). An outstanding find 

was a Henslow's Sparrow at Willis Creek Park, 
Williamson 26 Nov (ph. TFe, BSt), providing 
a very rare record from the Blackland Prairies 
region. An impressive count of 35 Le Conte's 
Sparrows was recorded at Granger L., 
Williamson 26 Nov (TFe, BSt). A Harris's 
Sparrow at the Baytown Nature Center, Harris 
25 Nov (DwL) was e. of the normal range. 
Not only was a McCown's Longspur near the 
Quintana Jetty, Brazoria 28 Oct (ph. RW) just 
the 5th for the U.T.C. and a county first, but 
it also provided an early record for that area. 
A Lapland Longspur at Bryan Beach, Brazoria 
22 Oct (ph. MGr, CRi) also was a county first. 

Northern Cardinal is generally absent from 
El Paso, so a male at the Rio Bosque Wetlands 
Park 8-21 Oct (JoG, JSp) was a good find. 
Black-headed Grosbeaks were found at scat- 
tered locations in the e. half of the state: one 

in Washington 18 Sep (DVo), 2 ad. males in 
Harris 24 Sep (LC), one at Quintana, Brazoria 
14-15 Oct (MA, JSt), one at Alazan Bayou 
W.M.A., Nacogdoches 14 Oct (DW, RT), and 
one at La Grange, Fayette 8 Nov (BFr), the 
latter furnishing a first county record. Two 
early Indigo Buntings were found at Sabine 
Woods, Jefferson 20 Aug (DVe). A lingering 
Painted Bunting remained at Quintana, Bra- 
zoria through 16 Oct (JSt, RW et al.). 

A Western Meadowlark at L. Rayburn, San 
Augustine 13 Oct (DW) was the earliest ever 
for the Pineywoods by two weeks. A female 
Orchard Oriole near Afton, Dickens 7 Oct 
(BB) provided a late record for the South 
Plains. The rarity of the season was the ad. 
Black-vented Oriole reported from Big Bend's 
Rio Grande Village 6 Oct (?MF). Paling in 
comparison to the Black-vented, but still an 
excellent rarity for that area, a male Baltimore 
Oriole was also at Rio Grande Village 9 Nov 
(BG, DHi). Three House Finches were located 
in Brownsville, Cameron 7 Nov (MJI); these 
birds are either part of an isolated population 
or potentially early founders of the continu- 
ing southward expansion of the population. 
Pine Siskius were scarce in many parts of the 
state, which makes 6 early arriving birds at 
Fort Parker S.P, Limestone 26 Oct (RS) all the 
more interesting. Single Lesser Goldfinches 
were noted at L. Tanglewood, Randall 10 Aug 
(BP) and at Palo Duro Canyon, Randall 28 
Oct (BP, m.ob.); this species is rare in the Pan- 
handle but appears to be expanding its range 
northward into the area. Also of interest was 

an eastward-wandering Lesser Goldfinch near 
Utley, Bastrop 25 Oct (BFr). Early arriving 
American Goldfinches appeared at three loca- 
tions in Waco, McLennan during late Aug (fide 
MEG). This was perhaps a primer for the 
American Goldfinches at Houston's Bear 

Creek Park, Harris 23 Sep (DDi) and Armand 
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Bayou Nature Center, Harris 
14 Oct (MKi), which provided 
new fall early records for the 
U.T.C. 
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