
Southern Atlantic 

Ricky Davis 

he weather this summer was termed 
"average" by many observers across 
the Region. This was especially true in 

many coastal areas, but there were still sever- 
al inland locations dealing w•th dry condi- 
tions from the localized long-standing 
drought. The only major storm system was 
Tropical Storm Alberto which produced 
heavy rain in many central and 
eastern parts of the Region 12-14 
June. Generally, the nesting season 
went well for most birds, although 
some observers mentioned late 

nesting by certain species. 

Abbreviations: C. Hart. (Cape Hat- 
teras, Dare, NC); E.L.H. (E. L. Huie 

Land Application Facility, Clayton, •-• 
GA); H.B.S.P (Huntington Beach , • 
S.P., Georgetown, SC); Hoop. 
(Hooper Lane, Henderson, NC); 
Kennesaw Mr. (Kennesaw Mt. Na- 
tional Battlefield Park, Cobb, GA); 
Pea I. (Pea Island N.W.R., Dare, 
NC); S.S.S. (Savannah Spoil Site, 
Jasper, SC). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH STORK 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck numbers in- 
creased at the Ahamaha W.M.A., GA unth a 
peak of 43 noted i Jul (PS). Many were 
paired, and copulation was observed, so 
breeding in the area was certainly likely. Lin- 
gering waterfowl included a summering Red- 
head at Currituck, NC 18 Jul (SJ), a female 
Ring-necked Duck at Bass L., Watauga, NC 22 
Jun 0L), a male Greater Scaup on Jekyll I., 
GA 1-10 Jun (LT, JF, EH), all three scoters (2 
Surf, a White-winged, and 12 Black) at Ft. 
Fisher, NC 11 Jun (RD), and a Red-breasted 
Merganser at Folly I., SC 7 Jul 0G). A few 
nonbreeding Common Loons are found in the 
Region each summer, and this year singles 
were noted at Clarks Hill Res. Dam, SC 11 Jul 
(PC) and at H.B.S.P 8 Jul UP et al.). Locally 
rare nesting by Pied-billed Grebes occurred at 

the E.L.H., w•th two pairs w•th young in late 
Jun (CL), and at Arrowhead, Floyd, GA, 
where present from the spring season until at 
least 22Jun, when 3 imms. were noted (MD). 

Pelagic trips off North Carolina's Outer 
Banks produced several Pterodroma high- 
lights: a Fea's Petrel off Hatteras 2 Jun and a 
Bermuda Petrel off Hatteras 4 Jun (BPI). 
Thankfully, there was not a major die-off of 
Greater Shearwaters again this summer; the 
only one noted was on the beach at Jekyll I., 
GA in early Jul (fide JFI). Summer Manx 
Shearwaters, always of interest in our Region, 
were seen off Hatteras, NC on four trips from 
early Jun-mid-Jul (BPI). North Carolina wa- 
ters hosted the 2nd Black-bellied Storm-Pe- 

trel in the w. North Atlantic off Hatteras 16 

Jul (K. Sutherland et al., ph. Brian Patteson, 
ph. Scott Jenex, BPI). Elsewhere, a Band- 
rnmped Storm-Petrel was a good find about 
184 km e. of Ossabaw I., GA 16Jun (ND). 

White-tailed Tropicbird reports involved 
one out of Charleston, SC 16Jun (ND) and 2- 

This Black-bellied Storm-Petrel spotted by Kate Sutherland off Hatteras, North Carolina 16 July 
2006 represents only the second record of the species for the western North Atlantic Ocean (the 

first was photographed off Hatteras in May 2004). Photograph byScottJenex. 

3 off Hatteras, NC 1 Jul (BPI). Unidentified 
tropicbirds included one off Hatteras 10 Jun 
(BPI) and 3 about 96 km s. of Beaufort Inlet, 
NC 21 Jun 0Fe). A Brown Booby was on the 
beach at Bald Head 1., NC 16Jun (MDe). The 
bird, apparently sick, was quite possibly the 
same individual present on that island during 
May. The W•te Oak Cr., Chatham, NC An- 
hingas, first noted in May, were present all 
summer and attempted to nest, but the at- 
tempt apparently failed (ML). Magnificent 
Frigatebird reports in South Carolina includ- 
ed one at Edisto Beach 4Jun (CW) and one at 
Bird I., Cape Romain N.W.R. 30 Jun (fide 
ND). In North Carolina, singles were at Ore- 
gon Inlet 1 Jun (ND), at Sneads Ferry 30Jun 
(GG), at Wrightsville Beach in early Jul 
(WG), near Salvo the first week of Jul (GGi, 
RL), and near Roanoke I. 15 Jul (SJ). 

Very unusual for summer was the Ameri- 
can Bittern at the Altamaha W.M.A., GA 7Jun 

(GK); this area also produced an excellent 
count of 15 Least Bitterns 10 Jun (JF1), no- 
table for a relatively hard-to-spot species. The 
nesting Great Blue Herons near Brevard, NC 
first noted in May fledged young by mid-Jun 
(TJ). Always noteworthy in our Region, a 
Great White Heron was at the Edenton, NC 
waterfront Jul+ (BB et al.). Individuals of this 
subspecies of Great Blue Heron often remain 
in our area for extended periods, and appar- 
ently this bird has been present for a year or 
so. Reddish Egrets are annual summer visitors 
to our area, and this season's most interesting 
reports involved 3 at Jekyll I., GA 3 Jul (KB) 
and one in the sound near Hatteras, NC 27Jul 
(BP). Noteworthy inland night-heron reports 
included an imm. Black-crowned at Berry 
College, Rome, GA 9 Jul (MD), an imm. Yel- 
low-crowned at Jackson Park, Henderson- 
ville, NC 15Jul (RS), and up to 13 (2 ad., 11 
juv.) Yellow-crowneds at New Hope Creek 
Impoundment, Chapel Hill, NC 19-30 Jul 
(TN, MJ, m.ob.). Roseate Spoonbills were 

noted away from the usual s. 
coastal Georgia area more than 
usual this summer. Very rare in- 
land sightings involved one at 
Warner Robins, Houston, GA 26 
Jun (BS) and one along the Conga- 
ree R. in Richland, SC 30 Jul+ 

_• (MT). Less unusual coastal reports 
included up to 6 in the Bulls I., SC 
area most of Jul (ND) and 2 in the 
Sunset Beach, NC area 7 Jul (SH), 
w•th one remaining the rest of the 
month (m.ob.). Wood Storks con- 
tinued to do well at the usual loca- 

tions this summer. Of particular 
note, the size of the nesting colony 
in s. Columbus, NC first noted last 

year, increased to over 100 birds this summer 
(fide HL). 

RAPTORS THROUGH TERNS 
Swallow-tailed Kites were once again present 
along the Cape Fear R., NC in the 
Bladen-Columbus border area this summer. 

Six were noted 11 Jun (RD), and at least 2 
were still present 29 Jul (MM et al.). These 
birds were paired up, but again, no nesting 
evidence was noted; nests of this species are 
notoriously difficult to locate. A Northern 
Harrier near Columbia, SC 3 Jun (MT) was an 
extremely late bird for that state, especially at 
an inland locality. Noteworthy summer 
Sharp-shinned Hawk reports included singles 
at Chapel Hill, NC in Jun and in Durham, NC 
11 Jul (WC), one near Winston-Salem, NC 1 
Jul 0Pi, JD), one carrying food at Roan Mt., 
NC 28 Jun (RK), and 3 in Bartow, GA 22 Jul 
OS, BL). Cooper's Hawks are much more 
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prevalent in summer, and this year 
there were numerous sightings 
spread across the Region. Extreme- 
ly rare for the mts. was the pres- 
ence of 2 American Kestrels near 

Clayton, Rabun, GA 24 Jun OS et 
al.). This species is almost never 
found in that area o[ the state dur- 

ing the summer. 

Interesting rail reports came from Georgia this season. A Sora seen at 
the Altamaha W.M.A. 10 Jun 
(B&DZ) was unusual in that the 
species is not known to nest in the 
state. A Virginia Raft with a chick 
was seen on Skidaway 1. 24 Jul 
(CM), providing one of only a few 
confirmed breeding reports for the 
coast of that state. American Coots 

summered at several sites through- 
out the Region again, with the best counts in- 
volving the 12 at the Altamaha W.M.A., GA 10 
Jun (JF1, EH) and at least 11 on the Salt Pond 
at C. Iq,att. all summer (P&NM, RD). Limpkins 
made news in Georgia this summer, with 2 at 
Reed Bingham S.E (DV et al., fide TM), one at 
the Altamaha W.M.A. 23 Jun (SD et al.), one at 
Blalock Res., Henry 6-11 Jul (CL et al.), and up 
to 4 at the Chickasawhatchee W.M.A., 
Dougherty 2 Jul+ (WS, TL). 

North Carolina's 2nd Snowy Plover, first found at C. Hatt. in 
late May, was last noted 3 Jun OF 
et al.). An American Avocet at 
H.B.S.P 8Jul UP et al.) was unusu- 
al [or that locality that early in the 
season. Upland Sandpipers started 
their fall migration a little early, 
with 2 being at the Orangeburg, SC 
sod farm 7 Jul (ND). The best 
count later in the month was the 

24 at the Marshallville, Macon, GA 
sod farm 30 Jul (EB, MB). Two 
Long-billed Curlews were good 
finds at H.B.S.E 30 Jul (RLi, fide 
JP). Three White-rumped Sand- 
pipers were rather late at the 
E.L.H. 13 Jun (EB). Not only late 
but very rare outside of the fall sea- 
son was the Baird• Sandpiper at the American 
Protein Plant ponds, Hall, GA 3-5 Jun (JC et 
al., GS et al., DM). A Wilson's Snipe at the rice 
fields near Roper, NC 29 Jul (JL) was some- 
what early as a returning fall migrant Sum- 
mer sightings of American Woodcock are 
hard to come by; thus of note was one flushed 
near Charlotte, NC 20 Jul (AK). Only one 
Wilson's Phalarope was mentioned this sum- 
mer, that being at Pea I. 18 Jul (SJ). 

South Polar Skuas have been hard to find 

recently;, the only ones reported were singles 

This alternate-plurnaged Franklin's Gull was photographed at Hooper Lane, Henderson 
County, North Carolina 26 June 2006. First found by John Lindfors, it provided the first June 
record for that state and only the second for the rnonntains of the Sonthem Atlantic Region. 

Photograph by Wayne Forsythe. 

104 km ssw. of Beaufort Inlet, NC 1 Jun (JFe) 
and off Hatteras, NC 4Jun (BPI). Jaeger num- 
bers have been down too; a Pomarine was off 
Charleston, SC 16 Jun (ND)? and single Long- 
taileds were off Hatteras 2 & 4 Jun (BPI). 

A Franklin's Gull was a surprise at Hoop. 
26 Jun (JLi, WF). This bird provided the first 
Jun sighting for that state and only the 2nd 
for the mountains. Lesser Black-backed Gulls 

once again summered at several sites this 

This Common Ground-Dove was present at a site in the Mills Rive Valley, Henderson County, 
North Carolina 25 June (here) through 9 July 2006, only the fourth reported for the North 

Carolina mountains and first since 1984. Photograph by Wayne Forsythe. 

year. The best count was o[ 19 on the beach at 
Frisco, NC 29Jul (SB). Sooty Tern reports this 
summer included l I out o[ Charleston, SC I6 
Jun (ND), 5 off Hatteras, NC 1 Jul (BP1), and 
one out of Murrellg Inlet, SC 21 Jul 0P). The 
peak Bridled Tern numbers included 27 out of 
Charleston, SC 16 Jun (ND) and 16 off Hat- 
teras, NC 1 Jul (BPI). Inland tern numbers o[ 
note included 23 Blacks over the pond on Taft 
Rd., Bartow, GA 28 Jul (KB) and 20 Com- 
mons and 4 Forster's at L. Walter E George, 
GA 16 Jul (WCh). Also 2 Black Terns in 

Bryan, GA 14 Jun (GK) were con- 
sidered very unusual for the Geor- 
gia coast in that month. 

DOVES THROUGH 
CROSSBILLS 
Rare and locally unusual Common 
Ground-Doves were reported twice 
this summer. One in the Mills R. 

valley in Henderson, NC 25 Jun 
(MW, WF) provided only about the 
3rd sighting [or the mts. o[ that 
state. One was also a surprise at the 
E.L.H. 22Jul (PB et al.), providing 
a very rare Atlanta area report. A 
migrant Black-billed Cuckoo was 
in the Bodie I., NC area 10 Jun 
(CD). Willow Flycatchers have 
been known to be very late spring 
migrants along the coast; thus o[ 

note was one singing at North R. Farms, 
Carteret, NC 18 Jun-9 Jul OF et al.), a most 
unusual summer report. It should be noted 
that summering birds were found in coastal 
Virginia (at Wallops I.) for the first time in 
2006, so nesting in the outer Coastal Plain o[ 
North Carolina is conceivable. The nearest 

confirmed coastal nesters are in Delaware, in 
marshside habitats. Eastern Phoebes are nor- 

mally absent from the outer Coastal Plain dur- 
ing summer. This year, one was 
very unusual on Hilton Head I., SC 
6 Jun 0Co), and another was a sur- 
prise near Havelock, Craven, NC 
27 Jul OF). Scissor-tailed Flycatch- 
ers made news in North Carolina 

this summer with two breeding at- 
tempts, unprecedented in that 
state. The male previously reported 
at Southern Pines, NC during the 
spring remained and was joined by 
a female by 7 Jun (MJ). Over the 
course of the summer, these birds 
attempted to nest three times, with 
the last rime being successful: 
young were observed 30 Jul (03). 
Also, the pair returned to the site s. 
of Monroe, Union 18 Jun-30 Jul. 
(A&BO) and attempted to nest, al- 

though success of the nesting was not noted. 
Finally, the birds were present at the site near 
McDonough, GA [or much o[ the early sum- 
mer (m.ob.). Other Scissor-taileds were ob- 

served along 1-75 n. of Macon GA 5 Jun (fide 
TM) and s. o[ the Atlanta airport along 1-285 
on 24Jul (fide DF). 

Noteworthy summer Warbling Vireo re- 
ports involved one at Fletcher Park, Fletcher, 
NC 24Jun (WE, RS), one ad. feeding young at 
Beaver L., Asheville, NC 1 Jul (ST), and one 
along Ivy Log Gap Rd., Rabun, GA 8Jun 0C) 
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for a very rare and unusual report. The 
species is not known to nest in that state. 
North Carolina got its 7th Black-whiskered 
Vireo when one was photographed at Man- 
teo, NC 29 Jun 0k). The bird was present for 
a very brief time and was obviously on the 
move. Why has that state gotten substantially 
more Black-whiskered records than neighbor- 
ing states? And of what subspecies are these 
birds? Common Raven sightings continued in 
the cen. North Carolina region again, with 
one at Umstead Park, Raleigh 11 Jun (BM) 
and one at Southern Pines 19 Jul (W1). A 
Swainson's Thrush was very late at Miller 
Park, Winston-Salem, NC 8 Jun (AR et aL). 
An American Pipit seen at dose range on the 
Dortches B.B.S. route in extreme e. Hash, NC 
22 Jun (MJs) was almost without precedent: 
there are perhaps two previous Regional re- 
ports of this species for Jun. 

Sixteen male Blue-winged Warblers on ter- 
ritory in Murray, GA late May-Jun 0Sp) was 
a very impressive total for this uncommon, 
localized species at the edge of its breeding 
range. Three territorial Magnolia Warblers on 
Roan Mr., NC (RK) during the summer was a 
good number for this very localized summer 
warbler. This summer's Yellow-rumped War- 
bler reports came from the usual North Car- 
olina locations, with a male at Grandfather 
Mr. 20Jun 0k) and up to 2 at Roan MC 25-28 
Jun (RB et al.; RK). Several late warblers in- 
cluded a Blackpoll at Riverbend Park, Cataw- 

ha, NC 3 Jun (DMa) and an American Red- 
start on Jekyll I., GA 2 Jun (kT). Several lo- 
cally rare summer warblers for Congaree N.P., 
Richland, SC were a tinging Worm-eating and 
2 singing Ovenbirds 10Jun (RC). This was a 
first Jun record for the Park for Ovenbird and 
one of only a handful of records for Worm- 
eating. A Swainson's Warbler on territory near 
Charlotte, Mecklenburg, NC 20 Jul (AK) pro- 
vided the 3rd breeding season report for this 
species in that county 

Locally rare were the 4 singing male Indigo 
Buntings in spruce-fir openings on Roan Mr., 
NC I9 Jul (RK). This species is unusual at 
that elevation. Painted Buntings also pushed 
their range somewhat inland and to the n. in 
North Carolina: 3 were found on the Merri- 

mon B.B.S., Carteret 11 Jun OF). Dickcissel 
reports were down somewhat from last year, 
with the best counts being up to 17 at North 
R. Farms, Carteret, NC 11 Jun OF et al.), 9 at 
two sites in Gordon, GA 24Jun 0F1), 5 in the 
Taff-Brandon Farm Rd. area of Bartow, GA 23 
Jul (KB), and 34 near Petrigrew S.P., NC 21 
Jun-1 Jul (HL, JPi, WC; RD). Of note at the 
Carteret, NC site, a nest was discovered 25 
Jun 0Fe), with several juvs. being seen by the 
end of the period. This summers Red Cross- 
bill reports involved 2 in Blowing Rock, NC 
21-23 Jun 0L), 5 on Roan Mr., NC 28 Jun 
(RK), and 30 (3 females, 27 juvs.) along the 
road to the top of Mr. Mitchell, NC 7 Jul 
(IVlW). Obviously, there was excellent breed- 

ing success in the area this summer. 
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Ricky Davis, 608 Smallwood Drive, Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina 27804, (PJDNC@aol.com) 

Florida 

Bill Pranty 

ummer 2006 was fairly typ- 
ical weather-wise. Aside 
from some pelagic species• 

and potentially the Southern Lap- 
wing--it was a quiet season for 
rarities. Tropical Storm Alberto hit 
the Gulf coast at the Big Bend re- 
gion on 13 June, causing minimal 
damage. Predictably, several 
species of pelagic terns were 
found in the storm's wake. David 

J. Powell, who has authored the 
summer report for Florida since 
2000, recently earned his doctor- 
ate and has moved to Arizona. We 

wish Dave well, and thank him 
for his past efforts. 

Abbreviations/definitions: EO.S.R.C. (Flori- 
da Ornithological Sodety Records Commit- 
tee); N.S.R.A. (North Shore Recreation Area, 
Orange); report (any observation); record 
(only reports verifiable from photograph, au- 
dio/videotape, or specimen evidence). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH SPOONBILL 
Black-be/lied Whistling-Ducks continue their 
colonization of n. Florida, with 18 at St. 
Marks N.W.R., Waku!la 3 Jun (TC) and 12 at 
Springhill Road W.T.P, Tallahassee, Leon 12 
Jun (GM). Two Black-bellied broods in a 
phosphate mine 10 Jul (PF) furnished the 
first Hillsborough breeding report. Two Ful- 
vous Whistling-Ducks were n. to Paynes 
Prairie Preserve S.P., A!achua 6-11 Jun (MMa 
et al.), while a pair with 4 young in a phos- 
phate mine 11 Jul (PT, CG) furnished the first 
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