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idespread and abundant rain and 
snow made winter 2004-2005 the 
wettest on record for New Mexico; 

following plentiful summer-fall rains, this re- 
suited in excellent cover, especially for grass- 
land species in the south. As in previous win- 
ters, the theme of this birding season 
continued to be species lingering late, winter- 
ing north of expected, and/or returning early, 
and with early onset of breeding activity by 
many species. 

Abbreviations: B.L.N.W.R. (Bitter Lake 
N.W.R.); Bosque (Bosque del Apache 
N.W.R.); C.C.N.E (Carlsbad Caverns N.E); 
E.B.L. (Elephant Butte L); LV.N.W.R. (Las 
Vegas N.W.R.); Maxwell (MaxweE N.W.R. 
and vicinity); EO. Canyon (Post Office 
Canyon, Peloncillo Mrs.); R.G.N.C. (Rio 
Grande Nature Center, Albuquerque); R.G.V. 
(Rio Grande Valley). 

GREBES THROUGH DUCKS 
A Red-necked Grebe at Conchas L 2 Jan-1 
Feb (WW, m.ob., ph. JO) provided the 5th 
photographically documented New Mexico 
record. The few Horned Grebe reports were 
restricted to large ne. lakes; high count was 8 
at Conchas L 15Jan (JO, JP). Noteworthy for 
the far nw. were 120 Aechmophorus grebes at 
Morgan L 10 Jan (MW); early were 6 West- 
erns and 2 Clark• at Cochiti L 30 Jan (WH). 
A Western Grebe pair was courting at L. Aval- 
on on the auspicious and early date of 14 Feb 
(SW). The imm. Brown Pelican present at 
E.B.L since Aug continued in evidence 
through Jan (m.ob., ph. JO) and was actively 
fishing 21 Feb (WW). A Neotropic Cor- 
morant was n. to Albuquerque 26 Feb (CR). 

An American Bittern provided a local first 
at Luis Lopez 15 Dec 00); one at B.LN.W.R. 
l & 29 Dec and 6 Jan (GW) furnished the 
only additional report. Far n. were single 
Great Egrets at Pef•a Blanca 26 Dec (WH) and 
near Cochiti 16 Feb (MW); Greats again win- 
tered in the lower R.G.V. and the Pecos Valley, 
including 4 at B.L.N.W.R. 12Jan (GW) and 9 
at L. Avalon 30Jan (SW). Apparently increas- 
ing in winter in the lower R.G.V., 12 Cattle 
Egrets were at Las Cruces 18 Dec (S. & W. 
Hill, f/de GE), one was at Mesilla 11 Jan 0. 
Douglas), and 3 were at Las Cruces ll Feb 
(GE). Traditionally unexpected in winter, a 
White-faced Ibis was at Belen's Taco Bell 

marsh 15 Jan-27 Feb (CR, RB, JO, BN, MB) 
and up to 2 were at Bosque 7 Dec-21 Jan (PB, 
SC, JP). Turkey Vulture is a species historical- 
ly unknown in winter in New Mexico, but 
this season, several were reported (but not 
detafied) in the lower Pecos Valley, including 
2 at Roswell 18 Dec (fide SB), 8 s. of Roswell 
15Jan 0B), about 10 at Roswell 17Jan (T. Be- 
mis, f/de SW), plus one at Carlsbad 30 Jan 
(SW); earliest elsewhere were one at E.B.L 

Dam 21 Feb (WW) and 2 at Mangas Springs 
24 Feb (LM). 

A Black Brant at Cherry Valley L. 4-5 Dec 
(JP, MB, CB) furnished a Mora first and the 
7th overall for New Mexico. Both enthusiasm 
and confusion were evident as birders at- 

tempted to distinguish Cackling Geese from 
Canada Geese; available evidence suggests 
Cackling Geese are relatively numerous in the 
ne. and in the middle R. G. V. Four ad. Trum- 

peter Swans put in a brief appearance, with 5 
Tundras at Stubblefield L. 2 Dec (ph. DC), 
while 2 ad. Trumpeters at Clabber Hill Ranch 
below Conchas Dam were present 2Jan-1 Feb 
(WW, m.ob., ph. JO). Tundra Swans were 
much in evidence, including 4 at Maxwell 2 
Dec-7 Jan (m.ob.), 2 at Ute L. 3 Jan (lB), 5 at 
B.LN.W.R. 29 Dec-23 Feb (GW), 3 at L. Aval- 
on 10 Dec-18 Feb (SW, m.ob., ph. JO), and 
singles at Farmington 18 Dec (AN) and E.B.L 
8 & 12 Dec (MW, J&MH). A male Eurasian 
Wigeon at Albuquerque split its time between 
R.G.N.C. and Mariposa Park 4 Dec-6 Feb 
(m.ob., ph. DK, ph. GF). An aerial survey es- 
timated 15,675 Green-winged Teal at E.B.L 6 
Jan (MW), a remarkable concenl•ation for 
New Mexico. Lingering from Nov was a 
White-winged Scorer at Clayton L. 15 
Dec-29 Jan (DK. CB, JP, JB, ph. JO), while 2 
were at Holloman L. 6Jan (GE). Single Long- 
tailed Ducks were at Santa Rosa L. 19 Dec (J. 
Black) and LV.N.W.R. 9-17 Jan (m.ob., ph. 
JO). An unprecedented "invasion" of Barrow's 
Goldeneyes found up to 4 on the Chama R. 
below E1 Vado Dam 8-15 Feb (WW, JB), a 
male and female in the Maxwell-Stubblefield 

area 3 Dec-28 Feb (m.ob., ph. WH, ph. JO, 
ph. DC), and singles on the Rio Grande near 
Orilla Verde 13 Feb (CR, BN) and at Conchas 
L. 9 Jan (CR, BN, RB). 

PTORS THROUGH NIGHTJARS 
Noteworthy for winter was an Osprey in the 
E.B.L area 14 Jan-12 Feb (JP et al.). An aeri- 
al survey of the E.B.L.-Caballo L. area 25 Jan 
found only 15 Bald Eagles, down from 94 on 
a similar survey there Jan 2001 (RD, D. 
Ahlers). Merlins were noted nearly statewide 
Dec-Feb, including 2 at Chaco Canyon 20 
Dec (BS) and 3 at Bosque 18 Dec (SC). Lesser 
Prairie-Chickens were "booming" near Pep as 
early as 6 Feb (CR). At least 7 Virginia Rails 
were vocal in upper E.B.L 26Jan (RD). Note- 
worthy for the sw was a Common Moorhen 
near Cliff 7 Feb (D. Beatty); high count was 5 
at Mesilla 12 Feb (JP). Two ad. Whooping 
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Cranes were among some 40,000 Sandhills at 
Grulla N.W.R. near Portales 1 Dec 0- Smith) 
but could not be relocated; although no pho- 
tographs were obtained, U.S.E&W.S. consid- 
ered this a "confirmed" record. A bright, fully 
white albino Sandhill Crane was pho- 
tographed near Hermanas 21 Jan (ph. JO), 
demonstrating the value of photographically 
documenting all "white cranes." 

Unexpected in winter, up to 5 Black-bellied 
Plovers lingered at B.L.N.W.R. until 18 Dec, 
and one persisted through Jan until 16 Feb 
(GW). Very late was a Mountain Plover at 
B.L.N.W.R. 20 Dec (CB). Surprising for mid- 
winter were 13 Black-necked Stilts at Suniand 

Park 1 Jan (MS, JZ); earliest spring migrants 
were 3 at Belen 24 Feb (JO). Late was an 
American Avocet at E.B.L. 12 Dec (J&MH); 
earliest returnees were 2 at B.L.N.W.R. 26 Jan 
(GW) and one at Lordsburg Playa 30Jan (JO). 
North for the season was a Spotted Sandpiper 
at Espafiola 2 Jan (BF). Late were 73 Long• 
billed Curlews at Loving 19 Dec (fide CC); 
unusual was one near Hermanas 21 Jan (JO); 
notably early were 20 near Loving 18 Feb 
(JP). Late for the n. were 8 Bonaparte's Gulls 
at Springer L. i Dec (ph. DC), with 4 linger- 
ing there 5 Dec (MB); high count was 30 at L. 
Avalon 11 Dec (SW). A Mew Gull visited 
Brantley L. 17-21 Jan (ph. JO, SW). Nicely 
documented were single first-winter Thayer's 
Gulls at Cochiti L. 26-27 Dec (ph. WH, MB) 
and E.B.L. 18 & 21 Jan (ph. JO, JP). Late was 
a Forster's Tern at L. Avalon 14 Dec 00). 

Ever-increasing numbers of Eurasian Col- 
lared-Doves were found statewide, including 
on 23 C.B.C.s, and with highs of 469 at 
Roswell 18 Dec (SB) and 203 at Clayton 15 
Dec (CR); it was judged the most common 
and conspicuous bird species in the village of 
Elida 14 Feb, where only 2 Mourning Doves 
were noted (WH). White-winged Doves win- 
tered as far n. as Farmington, where up to 2 
were noted Dec-Feb (AN); others in the n. in- 
cluded one at Cochiti 5 Dec (WH), 18 at San- 
ta Fe 26 Dec (DE), and several at Madrid 23 
Jan (C. Perez); at Albuquerque, where now 
resident, White-wingeds were singing by 
20-22 Jan (SOW, PS). Inca Doves were copu- 
lating at Radium Springs 15 Dec (MS, JZ), and 
the species continued in evidence n. in the 
R.G.V. to Albuquerque. Common Ground- 
Dove reports were restricted to Hidalgo, with 
one in the middle Animas Valley 2 Jan (CR, 
MB, RB) and up to 2 at Rodeo 1 Jan-23 Feb 
(AM, m.ob., ph. JO). Another strong showing 
by Ruddy Ground-Doves found 6 at Rodeo 1 
Jan (AM), where 2-7 were seen almost daily 
through mid-Feb (m.ob., ph. JO, ph. PH, ph. 
RS) and vocal birds were noted 23 Feb (NM- 
C); elsewhere, a single Ruddy was at Radium 
Springs 15 Dec-7 Jan (MS, JZ, MB). 

Late for the n. was a Barn Owl at Maxwell 

28 Dec (P Hoban). A Barn Owl nest with 2 

small nestlings and 4 eggs was discovered at 

B.LN.W.R. 23 Feb (GW); such early nesting 
is unprecedented in New Mexico. The Eastern 
Screech-Owl found at Portales in Nov 2003 

was still present 3 Jan (ph. JB) and was vocal 
19 Feb (JO). Noteworthy were up to 4 Short- 
eared Owls in the Salt Creek area of 
B.L.N.W.R. 16 Dec (GW) and 3 s. of Whites 

City 18 Dec and 1 Jan (SW); undetailed was 
one below Conchas Dam 2 Jan (fide 
Very late was a Common Poorwill seen in 
Walnut Canyon, C.C.N.P 18 Dec (SW). 

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH WRENS 
On the hummingbird front, a male Magnifi- 
cent banded at L. Roberts 2 Dec remained 

there until 31Jan (JD-M), and a female Anna's 
was n. to Albuquerque 24 Dec-11Jan (S. Nor- 
ris). Early-blooming manzanita shrubs in the 
Peloncillo Mts. may have assisted some hum- 
mers, notably single male Broa&taileds in PO. 
Canyon 15 Feb (CL) and the Animas Valley 
21 Feb (NM-C). A late male Rufous Hum- 
mingbird was banded at Las Cruces 8 Dec 
(JD-M), while the last Rufous at P.O. Canyon 
was seen (at a frozen feeder) 12 Dec (CL); un- 
detailed was one in the Avalon-Brantley area 
26 Dec (fide TH). A male Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker was at Conchas Dam 2-15 Jan (m.ob., 
ph. JO), where one had been seen in Nov; an- 
other Red-bellied was in the Atarque Cr. area 
s. of Mosquero, e. San Miguel 3 Dec (M. Mac- 
Roberts). Yellow-bellied Sapsucker reports 
with useful details were single imms. at Daw- 
son, Colfax 16 Dec (WH), Conchas L. 2-9 Jan 
(m.ob.), and Villanueva 22 Jan (JO), plus an 
ad. male at Percha 9 Jan (BZ) and 2 Feb (JB) 
and an imm. there 30 Jan (BZ). A Red-naped 
Sapsucker was e. to Lovington 22 Jan (CR). 
Unusually high numbers of Downy Wood- 
peckers were reported at low elevations in San 
Juan, including a record 14 at Farmington 18 
Dec (AN). An American Three-toed Wood- 
pecker was in the Sandia Mts. 30 Jan 0. 
Joseph), where the species has been scarce or 
absent in recent years; one was drumming at 
Bandelier N.M. 27 Feb (JO). 

An apparent Cordilleran Flycatcher lin- 
gered at Rattlesnake Springs 18 Dec (ph. CC); 
single Empidonax were at Silver City 18 Dec 
and near Cliff 1 Jan (both fide R. Shook). Un- 
usually late were 2 Black Phoebes n. to Zuni 
18 Dec (JO). Far w. was an Eastern Phoebe in 
the Animas Valley 2 Jan (CR, RB). Say's 
Phoebes pushing the envelope were 3 at 
Farmington 18 Dec (AN) and singles at Santa 
Fe 26 Dec (DE) and Maxwell 6 Jan (DC). A 
Great Kiskadee at Las Cruces, first reported 
14 Feb (M. Rivera) and well documented 
through 28 Feb (m.ob., ph. JZ), reportedly 
had been present since late Nov; it provided 
New Mexico's 6th credible report and the first 
for Dofia Ana. Single Northern Shrikes were at 
seven n. sites during the period, including a 
vocal one at L.V.N.W.R. 17Jan (RB); s. was an 
ad. at Bosque 12 Feb (M. Ristow). A late 

Cassin's Vireo was on the Ladder Ranch w. of 

Caballo L. 7 Dec (WW), where there was also 
a Plumbeous the same day (WW); another 
Plumbeous was at Mesilla 12 Feb 0P). Note- 
worthy was a Huttons Vireo at Mesilla 18Jan 
0Z) and 12 Feb 0P); Hutton's returned to PO. 
Canyon 28 Jan and were much in evidence 
there by 7 Feb (CL). 

Mexican Jays were carrying nest material in 
P.O. Canyon by 17 Feb (CL). Western Scrub- 
Jays were notably scarce in the middle and 
lower R.G.V. and were absent from some reg- 
ularly occupied areas, such as near Socorro 
(PB). A Steller• Jay strayed to Farmington 10 
Dec 0P). American Crow numbers continued 
unusually low in several areas, including at 
Albuquerque (WH, HS) and Socorro (PB). 
Late was a Tree Swallow at Bosque 5 Dec (D. 
Pellegrini); Trees may have wintered at L. 
Avalon, where there were 20 on 5 Jan (fide 
SW), 4 on 17 Jan 00), and 40 on 23 Jan 
(SW). An early Barn Swallow was with 200 
Trees at L. Avalon 18 Feb 0P). In the Pelon- 
cillo Mts., Bushtit pairs began segregating 
from winter flocks by 10 Jan (CL). Red- 
breasted Nuthatches staged a noticeable low- 
land invasion, including e. to Clayton, near 
Mosquero, and Roswell and s. to Deming, 
Mesilla, and Carlsbad. Two Pygmy Nuthatch- 
es were in the middle R.G.V. near Los Lunas 1 

Dec (DH). Ten Cactus Wrens and numerous 
old nest structures were seen on San Juan 
Mesa n. of Elida, Roosevelt 14 Feb (WH). 
Nicely described was a Carolina Wren at 
Cedar Crest 26 Dec (AR), which represented 
the 3rd record there; there have been multiple 
New Mexico reports each year since 1998. 
Late was a mid-Dec House Wren at Zuni (JT). 
A good season for Winter Wrens produced 
singles at Farmington 18 Dec (AN), Santa Fe 
26 Dec (fide DE), Pecos R. near San Jose 11 
Jan (WW), Clayton L. 15 Dec (DK), Albu- 
querque 26 Feb (CR), and Rattlesnake 
Springs 15 & 29 Jan (JB, MB, SW). High 
counts for wintering Marsh Wrens were 38 at 
Conchas L. 2 Jan (WW) and 22 in upper 
E.B.L. 26 Jan (RD). 

KINGLETS THROUGH WARBLERS 
Two Golden-crowned Kinglets strayed to the 
Florida Mts. 28 Jan (JO). Nicely described 
were 2 late Blue-gray Gnatcatchers near San 
Acacia 14 Dec (DH); undetailed C.B.C. re- 
ports were 3 at Bosque 18 Dec (fide SC) and 
singles at C.C.N.P. 18 Dec (fide SW) and 
ing 19 Dec (fide CC), all areas where Black- 
tailed is likely Black-tailed Gnatcatcher re- 
ports increased n. in the R.G.V., including one 
at Bosque 11 Dec and 2 at a different locale 
there 18 Dec 0P), plus one there 7 Jan (CB), 
one at the Ladder Ranch 7 Dec (WW), anoth- 
er at Truth or Consequences 12 Feb (JP), and 
2 w. of Caballo L. 14 Jan (JP). Seven Black- 
taileds on the Peloncillo Mts. C.B.C. included 

4 in the middle Animas Valley 2 Jan (CR, MB, 
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RB), while one was n. to Carlisle Canyon, 
Grant 24 Jan (RS). Eastern Bluebirds were 
well represented, with reports from 29 locales 
(and including 13 C.B.C.s) from the R.G.V. 
eastward, including a high 171 at Santa Rosa 
19 Dec (WW); w. was a male in PO. Canyon 
7 Dec (CL). American Robins were singing at 
Albuquerque by 22 Jan (PS). 

Surprising were single Gray Catbirds n. to 
Abiquiu 12 Feb (CR) and Clayton 15 Dec 
(RB). Northern Mockingbirds lingered at 
Clayton 15 Dec (DK) and Maxwell 16 Dec 
(DK); noteworthy for the season were 4 at 
Conchas L. 2 Jan (WW) and one there 9 Jan 
(RB). Sage Thrashers wintering n. of usual in- 
duded 12 at Espaftola 2 Jan (BF), 5 at Santa 
Fe 26 Dec (DE), one near Bernal, San Miguel 
15Jan (3P), and up to 2 at Conchas L. 2 & 17 
Jan (WW, RB). Brown Thrashers w. of usual 
were singles at Zuni's Blackrock Dam 18 Dec 
(30) and PO. Canyon 10 Jan (CL). Crissal 
Thrashers were singing in the Sandia Mts. 
foothills by 9 Jan (3P). Sprague's Pipits are ir- 
regular in winter, with Jan records particular- 
ly scarce; this season, 6 were found near 
Hope, Eddy 15 Dec, but only singles were not- 
ed there 26 & 27 Dec and 20 Jan (RM); on 
Otero Mesa, 5 were found 2 Feb and 10 on 6 
Feb (RM); farther w., 8 were s. of Deming 11 
Dec (RM), and one was in the s. Animas Val- 
ley 8 Feb (EL). Cedar Waxwings were unusu- 
ally numerous and widespread Dec-Feb, in- 
cluding reports on 21 C.B.C.s statewide. 
Among some 400 Cedar Waxwings at Farm- 
ington was a Bohemian Waxwing 7 & 10 Dec 
(C. Black, JP), and 2 Bohemians were among 
Cedars near Abiquiu 8-9 Feb (W•, ph. S. 
Brayshaw); these provided the first Bohemian 
records in four years. Unusual for the deva- 
tion and date was a Phainopepla near Cloud- 
croft 21 Feb (SW). 

Late for the n. were single Orange-crowned 
Warblers at Albuquerque 12 & 19 Dec (RB), 
Santa Rosa 19 Dec (WW), and Bosque 18 Dec 
(SC); several lingering Orange-crowneds were 
found in the lower KG.V. and the lower Pecos 

Valley, but there were no Jan reports; presum- 
ably early were singles at Mesilla 12 Feb UP) 
and Deming 16 Feb (LM). Unexpected in 
winter, a Black-throated Gray Warbler first 
reported at Mesilla in mid-Dec was still there 
18 Jan (BZ), 29 Jan (BZ), 6 Feb (30), and 12 
Feb UP), a wintering first for Dora Art. Also 
surprising for winter were single well-docu- 
mented Townsend's Warblers at Albuquerque 
12 & 19 Dec (RB) and Owl Canyon, Peloncil- 
lo Mts. 2 Jan (D. Danforth); undetailed was 
another at Mesilla 9 & 12 Dec (.fide PS). Yet 
another winter surprise was a Pine Warbler at 
Kirfland A.EB. 14 Jan-16 Feb (GF, JP). An 
American Redstart lingered at Radium Springs 
11-22 Dec (MS, JZ). 

SPARROWS THROUGH FINCHES 
Cassin's Sparrows, typically scarce or absent 

in winter, included 18 in the middle Animas 
Valley 2 Jan (CR, MB, RB), one near Her- 
manas 5 Feb (JO), small numbers on Otero 
Mesa all winter (RM), 3 in s. Lea 22 Jan 
(CR), and one n. to Sewlleta N.WR. 23 Dec 
(AR); early singing by Cassin's was noted at 
B.L.N.W..R. 19 Feb (GW), Hope 21 Feb 
(SW), Brantley L. 25 Feb (RD), and Carlsbad 
28 Feb (SW). South of expected were single 
American Tree Sparrows at Zuni 18 Dec (JT) 
and Dripping Springs, Do•a Art 18 Dec 
(GE); noteworthy for an elevation of 2520 m 
were 7 at Eagle Nest 13 Dec (ph. DC). Chip- 
ping Sparrows n. for the season included 2 at 
Corrales 19 Dec (DK), 2 at Albuquerque 6 
Jan (BN), and a remarkable 99 in the Con- 
chas L. area 2Jan (WW). Noteworthy were 2 
Field Sparrows w. to Conchas Dam 2 & 4Jan 
(W•, JO, MB). Late for the n. were 13 Sage 
Sparrows at Chaco Canyon 20 Dec (BS); sur- 
prising were 2 singing near Taos 26 Feb (JP). 
The 22 Grasshopper Sparrows in the middle 
Animas Valley 2Jan (CR, MB, RB) represent- 
ed a very high winter count. Grassland spar- 
row surveys found Bairdõ Sparrows, includ- 
ing some apparently wintering, in Eddy, 
Otero, and Luna, including 10 near Hope 15 
Dec (RM), 3 on Otero Mesa 18Jan (RM), and 
a high 16 there 6 Feb (RM). Very rare in New 
Mexico, single Le Conte's Sparrows were n. 
of B.L.N.W..R. 15Jan (ph. JB) and on the Mc- 
Gregor Range portion of Otero Mesa 8 Feb 
(RM). A good season for Fox Sparrows found 
one to 3 at Maxwell (ph. DC), in the Con- 
chas L. area (WW, JO), at Zuni (JT), at Lad- 
der Ranch (WW), in the Peloncillo Mts. 
(RW), in the Organ Mrs. (MS, JZ), at 
C.C.N.E (m. ob.), and at Maddox L. (CR) 
Dec-Jan. In the rare-but-regular category 
were an ad. Golden-crowned Sparrow at Al- 
buquerque 13 Dec-14 Jan (DM, m.ob.) and 
Harris's Sparrows near Cirnarron 24 & 26 
Feb (2 birds, ph. DC), at Farmington 18 Dec 
(AN), at Albuquerque 13 Dec-14 Jan (DM, 
m.ob.), at Belen 20-21Jan (RB,JP), and near 
Cliff 16 Dec and 1 Jan (C. Fugagli). 

Reports of White-winged Junco included 
2 each at Clayton L. 4 Dec (BN) and Dawson 
16 Dec (W-H) and one at Valmora 14 Dec 
(DK). Of the three longspur species in New 
Mexico, Lapland is the rarest, but this season 
produced multiple reports from eight he. lo- 
cales in Col.fax, Union, Moea, and San Miguel 
Dec-Feb, including highs of 30 at Stnbble- 
field L. 29Jan (JP) and 45 there 19 Feb (DC), 
27 at Clayton 15 Dec (CR), 36 at L.V.N.W..R. 
9 Jan (CR), and 15 at Conchas L. 1 Feb 
(WW); one was s. to Sevflleta N.W.R. 23 Dec 
(DK). High count for McCown's Longspur 
was 400 at a prairie dog town on Otero Mesa 
18 Feb (RM); high for Chestnut-collared was 
1015 in the s. Animas Valley 21 Feb (AC, 
NM-C). Northern Cardinals are now regular 
along the Canadian R. below Conchas Dam, 
where there were 2 on 2 Jan (WW) and sin- 

gles 3 Jan (30) and 1 Feb (WW); on the 
Pecos R., 2 were n. to Santa Rosa 19 Dec 
(wwL 

Eastern Meadowlarks were singing on A1- 
buquerque's West Mesa by 28 Jan UP). Note- 
worthy Common Grackles were singles at 
Maxwell 4-26 Dec (ph. DC), near R.G.N.C. 
25 Dec (SOW, P. Mehlhop), and Sandia 
Heights 5 Feb (F&RS), plus 3 at Virden 5 Feb 
(ph. JO) and up to 3 at Rodeo 1 Jan-4 Feb 
(m.ob.). Up to 6 Bronzed Cowbirds wintered 
at New Mexico State University stock pens 
18 Dec (T. Lawton) through 20 Feb (m.ob.). 
Banding studies of wintering rosy-finches at 
Sandia Crest provided interesting insights, 
including recaptures of 4 Blacks banded there 
last winter; this season, from a flock of over 
100, 89 were banded---48 Brown-cappeds, 28 
Blacks, and 13 Gray-crowneds (NC, SC et 
al.). Elsewhere, a three-species rosy-finch 
flock of some 60 (primarily Brown-cappeds) 
was at Eagle Nest Dec-Feb (DC), a three- 
species flock of up to 100 (primarily Brown- 
cappeds) was at the Taos ski area 25-26 Feb 
(30, JP), and about 60 were at Red River 25 
Feb (30). Noteworthy for the Sandia Mts. 
was a Pine Grosbeak at Sandia Crest 16 Jan 
(NC), with 11 there 5 Feb (RB, NC). Well de- 
scribed was a female Purple Finch at Santa 
Fe 2 Dec (MH). Moderate numbers of 
Cassin's Finches were widespread in the n. 
and sw. and were reported on 17 C.B.C.s. Red 
Crossbills were less numerous and largely 
confined to the n., but a few ventured into 
the s. and se., induding 11 at Radium Springs 
20 Dec (MS, JZ), 3 in the Avalon-Brantley 
area 26 Dec (.fide TH), and 14 at Clovis 9 Feb 
(30). A possible White-winged Crossbill was 
at Farmington 22 Feb (E Bowman,.fide AN). 
A Lawrence's Goldfinch near Rodeo 4 Dec 

(PH) and 3 there 6 Jan (RW) provided the 
only reports. Evening Grosbeaks were con- 
spicuous in the n. half of the state, including 
up to 400 in Russian Olive trees at Abiquiu 
12 Feb (3B et al.). 
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