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xcept for the traditional snowbelt ar- 
eas of Newfoundland, Labrador, and 
northern New Brunswick, most of the 

Region experienced a somewhat tepid win- 
tar. Despite sporadic snowfalls that left up to 
a meter of snow over the southern part of the 
Region, near-drought conditions prevailed, 
and the (melted) total of precipitation for the 
period was generally less than 10 cm. Tem- 
peratures were normal or slightly above until 
late January, when a 10-day period of normal 
cold set in. February felt more like March, 
with very few storm events. 

With the creation of the Prince Edward Is- 
land Birders listerv in 2004. Internet cover- 

age of the four Ariantic provinces is now 
complete. Tallies were kept in each province, 
showing that approximately 40% of the 
birds on each cumulative list can be expect- 
ed in any particular winter. Nova Scotia re- 
ported 192 species (BMy), New Brunswick 
172 (SIT), Newfoundland 145 (Todd 
Boland), and Prince Edward Island 123 
(I)S). 

Abbreviations: A.E (Avalon Pen., NF), 
C.B.I. (Cape Breton I., NS), C.S.I. (Cape 
Sable I., NS), C.W.S. (Canadian Wildlife Ser- 
vice), G.M.I. (Grand Manan I., NB), H.R.M. 
(Halifax Regional Municipality), NF (insular 
Newfoundland), PEI (Prince Edward I.), 
SPM (St. Pierre et Miquelon, France). 

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL 
A Pacific Loon at St. Brides, NF 18 Dec rep- 
resented only the 2nd record for the 
province (Paul Linegar, Jytte Selno). Five 

single Pied-billed Grebes were reported on 
salt water in Nova Scotia between 1 Dec and 
5 Jan. Horned Grebes seem to have arrived 
en masse in Nova Scotia in early Dec, with 
200 at The Hawk, C.S.I. 1 Dec (MN) and 
300 along the w. side of the Aspatogan Pen., 
H.R.M. 3 Dec (Don MacNail). The highest 
counts of Red-necked Grebe were 124 at 
C.S.I. 18 Dec (C.B.C.), 145 on the G.M.I., 
NB C.B.C. 4Jan, and 68 off Cape Miquelon, 
SPM 2 Feb (RE). Where else but Nova Sco- 
tia could Northern Gannet become road 
kill? A close examination of 13 bird carcass- 

es found on the Canso Causeway, Guysbor- 
ough/Inverness, NS turned up at least 3 on 7 
Dec (Peter Hope). 

Ihe only American Bittern reported was 
found on the Sackville, NB C.B.C. 18 Dec. 
An exhausted Great Blue Heron was cap- 
tured in St. Pierre, SPM 24 Dec, fed for a few 
days, and released (Patrick Boez). Single 
Great Egrets were found at G.M.I. 3 Dec 
(,Jackie Foote), Eel Brook, Yarmouth, NS 5 
Dec (MN), and C.S.I. 18 Dec (MN), and 2 
were at Eel Brook 11 Dec, with one still there 
28 Dec (Paul Gould). A Snowy Egret at 
Belvedere Pond, Charlottetown, PEI 4-16 
Dec was most unusual and provided a first 
winter record for the province (DO, DS). An 
ad. Little Blue Heron was present at the Port 
Clyde Golf Course, Shelburne, NS 4-12 Dec 
(Sandy Hiltz, MN). 

Three Pink-footer Geese in Pictou Har- 

bour, NS 13 Feb+ (Ken McKenna et al.) 
were the first documented for the province 
and drew birders from as far afield as On- 
tario and New York. Ihe same three birds 

were present 9-28 Jan at nearby Cumber- 
land, Queens, PEI but misidendfied as 
Greater White-fronted Geese until re-exam- 

ination of photographs taken during their 
stay (DO). Spring migrant Brant built up 
quickly late in the period at C.S.I., with an 
estimated 3000 on 28 Feb (MN). Gadwall 
inexplicably favor Prince Edward Island in 
winter over other parts of the Region, with 
a high of about 30 at Mayfield, Queens (Beth 
Hoar). Up to 40 Northern Pintails were 
present at Hardings Creek, near Clinton, 
Queens, PEI in Feb (LH). Ihe main landfalls 
for Eurasian Wigeon in the Region appear 
to be St. John's, NF and Glace Bay, C.B.I, 
with a high of 8 reported wintering in the 
former (BMt) and 11 at Beacon St. Dam in 
the latter 5 Dec (CM, AM), where there 
were also 76 American Wigeons. Another 
good count of American Wigeon was 75 at 
Pier 9, Halifax harbor 6 Dec (Darrell 
Adams).Ihe only Canvasback to come to 
light was a drake at Courtney Bay, Saint 
John, NB on 6 Feb+ (GB). Ring-necked 
Ducks are quite rare in winter in New 
Brunswick, but there were 3 at Saint John 
18 Feb (Iracey Dean). Seven male and 2 fe- 
male Iufted Ducks wintered in St. John's 
(BMt), while single luffed Duck x Greater 
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Scaup hybrids were found at New Harbour, 
Guysborough, NS 2 Jan (Fulton Lavender, 
Clarence Stevens) and at West River, Pictou, 
NS 15 Feb (IAM, EMi, BMy). 

The high count of Greater Scaup came, as 
usual, from Pictou Harbour, NS, with 4744 
on the C.B.C. 1 Jan. Reports from apparent- 
ly new wintering areas include 72 in a salt 
pond at Miquelon, SPM in only their 3rd 
winter there (RE) and 42 on the Dalhousie, 
NB C.B.C. 2 Jan. The high count of Lesser 
Scaup was 48 around a sewer outfall in Dart- 
mouth harbor, NS 16 Jan (EMi). King Eider 
is rarely found off the e. coast of New 
Brunswick in winter, so a drake at 
Cape Tormentine 9 Jan-2 Feb was no- 
table (Norman Belliveau). A King Ei- 
der x Common Eider hybrid off St. An- 
drews, NB 29 Jan (GB) was apparently 
returning for its 3rd winter. Common 
Eiders numbered about 4000 sw. of St. 

Pierre, SPM in Jan and Feb, the largest 
count reported (RE). Harlequin Duck 
fortunes continue to improve in the 
Region. Surveys for the species by the 
C.W.S. found 115 around Digby Neck, 
NS 9 Feb and 100 in Shad Bay, H.R.M. 
18 Feb. Another really good concentra- 
tion of 179 was found on the Cape St. 
Marys, NF C.B.C. 18 Dec. White- 
winged Scorer is not known to winter 
in large numbers in the Region, so 600 
off the Isthmus of Miquelon, SPM 2 
Feb (Fr•&ric Disnard) was a notable 
tally Numbers of Long-tailed Duck seemed 
to be generally depressed, perhaps because 
of terribly backward weather in the High 
Arctic in summer 2004. A total of 416 Buf- 

fiehead on the St. Andrews, NB C.B.C. 18 
Dec was by far the largest Regional gather- 
ing. A drake Common Goldeneye x Barrows 
Goldeneye hybrid was a good find at Cardi- 
gan Bridge, PEI 12Jan (DO). The highest to- 
tal reported of Hooded Mergansers was 122 
on the Lunenburg, NS C.B.C. 2 Jan; Com- 
mon Mergansers were most common in Pic- 
tou Harbour, NS, with 1337 tallied on the 
C.B.C. there 1 Jan. Good concentrations of 
Red-breasted Merganser 325 and 811- 
were found on the G.M.I., NB C.B.C. 4 Jan 
and at Pictou Harbour on the C.B.C. 1 Jan, 
respectively. 

VULTURES THROUGH TERNS 
A Black Vulture was present at an undis• 
closed location in the H.R.M. 6-9 Dec (fide 
BMy), while another was in the vicinity of 
Canning, Kings, NS 28 Jan-26 Feb (Richard 
Stern et al.). High counts of Turkey Vulture 
in Nova Scotia were 14 on the Brier Island 

C.B.C. 14 Dec and 8 at Chebogue, Yarmouth 
10Jan (MN), the latter attracted by a home- 
owner who puts seal carcasses out every 
winter especially for them. Eight were still at 
Brier I. 13 Jan (June Swift). Cooper's Hawk 

can no longer be considered unusual in win- 
ter in New Brunswick, owing to its increas- 
ing numbers. One at St. Leonard, Madawas- 
ka (RLP) was back for its 3rd winter, with 
other singles found during C.B.C.s in mid- 
to late Dec at St. Stephen, Kouchibougnac 
N.P, Fredericton, and Edmundston. Other 
singles were at Campbellton 12 Feb (Mar- 
garet Doyle) and Memramcook 26 Feb 
(Jules Cormier). 

An imm. dark-morph Gyrfalcon wintered 
in St. John's, NF (as did one last winter), and 
there were sightings of 3 others on the A.P 

Harlequin Ducks are rare but annual in Prince Edward Island in winter, where 
they frequent fast-flowing water (usually under bridges) at the mouths of riven 

and streams. This approachable drake was present thzoughout the period at 
Cardigan Bridge (here 29 January 2005). Photograplt bylTwaine Oakley. 

(BMt). A gray morph on the Isthmus of 
Miquelon, SPM 22 Feb was a first for long- 
time resident Etcheberry and only the 4th 
record for the islands. Two were reported by 
reliable observers during the Saint John, NB 
C.B.C. 28 Dec. Single dark morphs were at 
Brier I., NS 13-19 Dec (EMi) and Bayview, 
Queens, PEI 15 Jan (DS, DO). Eight reports 
of Peregrine Falcon came from Nova Scotia, 
four from St. Pierre (RE), and a like number 
from New Brunswick. A Sora walking on a 
lawn at Renews, NF 5-7 Jan provided the 
only Regional report of the species this sea- 
son (BMt et al.). 

A Northern Lapwing found freshly dead 
on the side of the road 11 Dec near Ship 
Cove, Great Northern Pen., NF was pre- 
served (fide BMt). A carefully identified 
Semipalmated Plover was present at Crystal 
Crescent Beach, H.R.M. 1-15Jan (HT, IAM). 
A Killdeer was in St. Pierre, SPM 22 Dec-11 
Jan (TV et al.). A late Lesser Yellowlegs was 
at The Guzzle, C.S.I. 8-17 Dec (MN), and a 
Ruddy Turnstone on the Miscou I., NB 
C.B.C. 18 Dec was also tardy--but 5 at Tra- 
cadie Bay, Queens, PEI 16 Jan were even 
more so. The sheltered bay was still un- 
frozen, as was a narrow verge along the 
shore where they were feeding. Twenty Red 
Knots on the Miquelon C.B.C. 18 Dec pro- 
vided the Regional high count. A Western 

Sandpiper was reported at C.S.I. 31 Dec, 
along with 3 White-rumped Sandpipers 20 
Dec-30 Jan (MN). A Purple Sandpiper in 
mostly ice-bound Charlottetown harbor, PEI 
29 Dec (DO) was quite a novelty there. An 
imm. Long-billed Dowitcher at Conrad's 
Beach, H.R.M. 2-9 Jan 0oan Czapaly et al.) 
was carefully identified. 

Black-headed Gulls were in good num- 
bers, with the highest counts being 108 on 
the St. John's, NF C.B.C. 26 Dec, 148 on 
the Halifax-Dartmouth, NS C.B.C. 18 Dec, 
and 85 at nearby Three Fathom Harbour 9 

Jan (IAM). A total of 30 found on the 
Eastport, Maine/Campobello I., NB 
C.B.C. 26 Dec frequented both sides 
of the international border and fur- 
nished a record number for New 

Brunswick at any season. A tally of 
1014 Bonaparte's Gull on the same 
C.B.C. was typical of recent Dec 
counts in the Passamaquoddy Bay 
area. Another good early winter count 
was 1000+ at Ogden's Pond, Antigo- 
nish, NS 2 Dec (RLA). As birders be- 
come better informed, reports of Mew 
(Common) Gull have increased. Five 
were recorded in Newfoundland, four 
in Nova Scotia, one at St. Pierre, SPM 
2-23 Jan (Pascal Asselin), one at 
Bathurst, NB 17 Dec (RG), and one at 
Charlottetown, PEI 31 Dec (DO) An 
ad. or near-ad. Glaucous-winged Gull 
in St. John's, NF 24 Feb-6 Mar (BMt 

et al.) provided a first record (or even re- 
port) for the Atlantic coast of North Amer- 
ica; however, there are apparently single 
records from both Morocco and the Canary 
Islands. Iceland Gull was especially com- 
mon in the lower Bay of Fundy during the 
winter, with a record 827 on the Blacks 
Harbour, NB C.B.C. 19 Dec. Thayerg Gull 
sightings are also on the rise. Documented 
reports included an imm. at Brier I., NS 14 
Dec (EMi) and single ads. on the Hali- 
fax-Dartmouth C.B.C. 18 Dec; at Glace 
Bay, C.B.I. 14-15 Feb (CM, AM); at Lunen- 
burg, NS 18 Feb (BF); and at Charlotte- 
town, PEI 29 Dec+ (DO). An ad. Yellow- 
legged Gull returned to St. Johng, NF for 
its 3rd consecutive winter I Jan-28 Feb 
(BMt). An imm. Ivory Gull was at St. 
Thomas, Kent, NB 22-28 Dec (LEC). Nova 
Scotia had 3, all imms.: a long-staying bird 
at Dartmouth 5 Jan-11 Feb (Bernard Burke 
et al.), another at Chebucto Head, H.R.M. 
16 Jan (A. & H. Hunter), and the last at 
Chebogue Point, Yarmouth 6 Feb (Phil Tay- 
lor). None were reported from NE This 
species bears watching in future, as breed- 
ing success in the High Arctic in recent 
years is said to have been unusually poor. 
The only tern reported during the period 
was an ad. Forster's Tern 4 Feb at Locke- 

port, Shelburne, NS (Donna Crosby). 
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• Hot all OWl invasions am pleasant: A Great Horned Ow =at Lah•dor Gt•, Labrador •ed to carry offa tiny dog being 
•walked • dusk on a leash 21 Dec =(•de Gordon Parsons)=• but the owne• was abe to rescue the,dog. Another attack, 

around 5=6 Feb•is beset deskbed by •P:"Tt•is • weekend in Goose Bay(Labrador), Bany Compton was attacked by a Great 
:Homed9WL He=was= ata cabin=at night and went out to take a leaks when s•ething hit h rn hard on the head and knocked 
him off balance; •co•ing, he saw itwas an owl. He rea•edup and felt blood, so he knew he had been cut. He got up and 
went back inside where he told his brother. They came out and IL•n7 went to the tree to show where he had been attacked--•.. 
when he got hit in the f•e again• with the owl this time digging the talons in •quite deeply. Barry hifthe ground and got the 
owl under his shOUlder and dispat&•lit. At thehospital, he received seven stitches for three •Jeep talon•uts in hi• ea•jawline, 
and head. • The vi•rn was apparently a consensation offi•er•and like y wearing a fur hat (but this could not be confi•med)• 

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS 
A White-winged Dove at Pointe-Verte, 
Gloucester, NB 4-30 Dec (RG) gradually 
weakened and died on the last date; another 
was at nearby Lam•que, NB 23 Dec-9 Jan 
(Jude Larocque). 

It was said to be a "poorish" year for 
Snow)' Owl in Newfoundland (BMt) but not 
so bad in the Maritime provinces otherwise. 
Multiple sightings included 3 at Cape Light, 
C.S.I. 16 Dec (JN); 5 on the Miscou I., NB 
C.B.C. 18 Dec; 3 at St. Pierre, SPM 9 Jan 
(TV); and 4 at C.S.I. in late Feb (MN). One 
picked up dead at Ebenezer, PEI 10 Dec had 
starved (fide EMa). All reports of Northern 
Hawk Owl came from New Brunswick, 
mostly in the north (about 10); the south- 
ernmost was reported at Lower Jemseg, 
Queens 24 Feb (Pierre Champigny). One 
Long-eared Owl was found roosting by day 
in the middle of Saint John, NB in early Jan 
(fide JGW), while 2 were present at Lower 
Canard, Kings, NS 21 Feb (BF). Good con- 
centrations of Short-eared Owl were 5 at 

Cape Light, C.S.I. 18 Dec (MN); 4 at Grand 
Pr•, Kings. NS 2 Jan (BF); 2 at Mahoneys 
Beach, Antigonish, NS 10 Jan (fide RLA); and 
a roost of 11 at Grand Pr• 13 Feb (BF). Bo- 
real Owls began to call on territory at 
Lam•que, NB 22 Feb (Rose-Aline Chiasson). 
Despite an immense invasion in Quebec, 
only one Great Gray Owl turned up: at Point 
la Nim, near Dalhousie, NB 31 Jan-3 Mar 
(Mike Lushington). 

Red-bellied Woodpeckers invaded the Re- 
gion in unprecedented numbers beginning 
mid-Oct and appeared to be still arriving in 
Dec. The minimum number of individuals 

reported reliably in each province is as fol- 
lows: 61 in Nova Scotia (fide IAM), 69 in 
New Brunswick (fideJGW), I5 in Prince Ed- 
ward Island (fide DS), and 2 in Newfound- 
land (fide BM0, the latter only the province's 
3rd and 4th records (at Comer Brook and 
Clarenville). Most were concentrated in 
mainland Nova Scotia and the s. half of New 

Brunswick, with lesser but significant num- 
bers in C.B.I. and n. New Brunswick. Red- 

headed Woodpecker also had a good flight, 
but it paled in comparison to the Red-bel- 
lieds, with ca. 10 each in New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia and 5 on Prince Edward Is- 

land. Single Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were 

at Masons Beach, Lunenberg, NS 4 Jan OH) 
and at Hantsport, NS 23-28 Feb (Marion 
Fulton). An Eastern Phoebe was found at 

Starrs Point. Kings, NS 18 Dec on the 
Wolfville C.B.C., while a Say's Phoebe was 
present on the Mactaquac, York, NB C.B.C. 1 
Jan (Bev Schneider). 

SWALLOWS THROUGH SPARROWS 
A Tree Swallow at Machias Seal I., NB 13-14 
Dec (Ralph Eldridge) was reported to be in 
good condition. Tufted Titmouse now oc- 
curs annually in w. New Brunswick, and 
breeding is anticipated soon. One was at 
Bear I., York, near Nackawick in early Dec 
(fide Don Gibson); one was at St. Andrews 

1 

Present at the same location as the Harlequin Duck on the previous page was this 
drake Barrow's Goldeneye x Common Goldeneye hybrid (here 29 January 2005, right), 
a first record of this combination for the province returning here for its third winter. 

Photograph by Owaine Oakley. 

14-26 Dec (Nancy Perry); and another was 
at Grand Bay, Kings 8 Jan+ (Jim & Betty 
Evans). Red-breasted Nuthatch occurred in 

above-average numbers in New Brunswick 
(DSC), while 10 on the Miquelon C.B.C. 18 
Dec was described as a record hrgh for the 
count. White-breasted Nuthatch was well 

reported in both New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. Single Carolina Wrens popped up 3 
Dec at St. Leonard, NB (Marcelle Godbout) 
and Sackville, NB 17 Dec-28 Feb (Kathy 
Popma). The only Marsh Wrens were singles 
found at Wolfville, NS 4-18 Dec (AMc) and 
on the Amherst, NS C.B.C. 20 Dec. Five 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets on the Brier 1., NS 
C.B.C. 14 Dec was an unusually high num- 
ber for one location, while one on the Petit- 
Rocher, Gloucester, NB C.B.C. 2Jan was par- 
ticularly far north. The only Blue-gray 

Gnatcatcher reported was at Broad Cove, 
Lunenberg, NS until 7 Dec (Sylvia Fullerton). 
An Eastern Bluebird was a local novelty at 
Douglastown, Northumberland, NB 2 Dec 
(Nan Johnson). 

Seven reports of Townsend's Solitaire from 
New Brunswick was without precedent: Pe- 
tite Lam•que, Gloucester 16 Dec 0acques 
Guignard); Caissie Cape, Kent 23 Dec 
(Roger LeBlanc); Scotchtown, Queens 30 
Dec (Margie Pacey); Saint-Joseph-de- 
Madawaska 5 Feb (Eileen Pike, J. Denys 
Bourque); Lam•que, Gloucester 6 Feb 
(G•rard Benoit); Cocagne, Kent 11-12 Feb 
(LEC); and Bertrand, Gloucester 25 Feb-5 
Mar (fide Rosita Lanteigne). Elsewhere in 
the Region, singles were found at Basin 
Head, PEI 18 Dec (VL); Sand Lake, C.B.1. 
8-14 Feb (CM, AM); Baddeck Inlet, C.B.1. 
Jan-7 Mar (Jack & Eileen MacKillop); while 
one at St. John's, NF 2 Feb-Mar was the 
province's 5th (fide BMt). A Veery pho- 
tographed near Liverpool, Queens, NS 28 Jan 
(Christopher Clark) was a first post-Dec 
record for the province. A Redwing at Kelli- 
grews, NF 6 Jan (Dave Brown et al.) was 
probably the same one seen 5 km away 3-5 
Feb at Topsail (Kim Whitfield) and the 8th 

for Newfoundland. A Var- 
ied Thrush at New Glas- 

cow, PE1 30Jan (BH) was 
a provincial first: the only 
other report came from 

•,• Long Pond, Conception 
Bay, NF 30 Jan+ (Graham 
Peddle), the 3rd for New- 
foundland. 

Bohemian Waxwing 
deviated from its pattern 
of previous winters by 
showing up first in n. 
New Brunswick, e.g., 950 
at St. Leonard 25 Nov 

(RLP), 700 at Caraquet 17 
Dec (SIT), and ca. 1000 at 
Buctouche 21 Jan (Stella 

LeBlanc). By the end of the perio& flocks of 
under 200 were being found in Prince Ed- 
ward Island and se. New Brunswick, while 
Nova Scotia's flocks were usually 50 or fewer, 
excepting 150+ at Canso, NS 3 Jan (Ethan 
Hunter). In Newfoundland, where the species 
has usually shown up first in large numbers 
in recent winters, it was considered a "very 
light" flight (BMt). Cedar Waxwing was 
found in above-average numbers in n. New 
Brunswick during C.B.C.s (DSC), e.g., 98 at 
Lam•que 26 Dec, and outnumbered Bohemi- 
ans in mainland Nova Scotia throughout the 
season, with a peak of 100+ at Wolfville 
21-22 Feb (Judy Tufts). 

Two Nashville Warblers were at Tallahas- 

see School, H.R.M. 5 Dec (AMc), one was at 
Rothesay, Saint John, NB 10 Dec (Paul Man- 
sz), and one was at C.S.1. 17 Dec (JN). A 
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Northern Parula was at Bisset Lake, H.R.M. 
18 Dec (Terry Paquet); another came to a 
feeder at Hampton, NB early Dec-5 Jan (Mar- 
garet Churchill). A Magnolia Warbler was 
found 10 Dec at Port Williams, Kings, NS (BE 
AM). An Audubon's Warbler was discovered 
at Bear River, Digby, NS 31 Jan (Bob Buck- 
land-Nicks). At isolated and enchanted Sable 
I., NS 40 Yellow-rumped Warblers were 
found wintering 20-23 Dec (Zoe Lucas). A 
Black-throated Green Warbler was at White 

Point Beach, Lunenberg, NS 18 Dec OH). 
Ihree Yellow-throated Warblers came to light 
in Nova Scotia: an albilora at Point Pleasant 

Park, H.R.M. 7 Dec (Andy Horn); one not 
identified to subspecies at Liverpool 10-14 
Dec (fideJH); and a dominica 19 Dec at North 
Sydney, C.B.1. (Lynn MacLean). 
The only other report was of 
one coming to a feeder at Re- 
news, NF 11-24Jan (fide BMt). 
Pine Warbler had an excellent 

fall flight into the Region, such 
that 4 could be found away 
from feeders at Black Pond, , •, 
Kings, PEI 17 Dec (VL). A 

Blackpoll Warbler was reported 
at C.S.I. on the C.B.C. 18 Dec. 

Eastern Towhee also had a 
good fall flight into the Region, 
with at least 10 found at feeders • ß 

in both New Brunswick and 

Nova Scotia, and perhaps 5 in 
Prince Edward Island. In New- 

foundland, an "amazing" 4 sin- 
gles at feeders on the ne. A.P was unusual; 
one per winter is the average (BMt). A Vesper 
Sparrow was at C.S.I. 9 Dec (MN), and an- 
other was at a Hebron, Yarmouth, NS feeder 
12 Feb (June Graves). Ihe only Lark Spar- 
row reported was at Canso 3 Dec (Iom Ka- 
vanaugh). Away from the s. shore of Nova 
Scotia, Ipswich Sparrows were found inland 
at Port Williams, Kings, NS 22 Jan (George 
Forsythe) and, most surprisingly, at Frederic- 
ton, NB 19 Dec on the C.B.C. A Seaside Spar- 
row was reported at C.S.1. 9 Dec (MN). Two 
separate Harris's Sparrows were reported at 
feeders within a few miles of each other in far 

ne. New Brunswick: an imm. at Caraquet 12 
Dec-21 Jan (Rejean Laforge) and an ad. at 
Shippagan 31 Jan-3 Apr (Lucille Degr•ce). 
An ad. Golden-crowned Sparrow at St. 
George, NB 26 Dec-Apr was only the 
province's 2nd (Ralph Eldridge). Single Ore- 
gon Juncos were carefully identified males at 
Fredericton, NB 12 Dec+ (Ron Wilson) and 
Oyster Pond, H.R.M. 22 Jan+ (Lucas Berdg- 
an). Ihe largest flocks of Lapland Longspur 
in the Region are traditionally found in 
Prince Edward Island, such as 100+ at Sher- 
brooke, Prince 30 Jan (LH). 

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES 
Imm. male Rose-breasted Grosbeaks faithful- 

ly attended feeders at Lower Prince William, 
York, NB 13 Dec+ (Wayne Williams); at Sus- 
sex, NB Dec-22 Jan+ (David Hughes); and at 
Wolfville, NS 16 Dec+ (Bill Thextou). North- 
em Cardinal is consolidating its range well in 
parts of s. New Brunswick, such that 28 could 
be found on the Hammond River-Hampton 
C.B.C. 2 Jan. Ihe only Indigo Bunting that 
came to light was an imm. male at Albert 
Bridge, C.B.I. 1-2 Jan (Susann Myers). In 
contrast to recent winters, some large flocks 
of Red-winged Blackbirds (mostly imms.) 
were found in Nova Scotia: 70 at Italy Cross, 
Lunenberg 30 Dec (JH); 40 at Centreville, 
Kings 18 Jan (fide Sherman Williams); and 
100+ at Branch LaHave near Bridgewater 22 
Jan (fide JH). Eastern Meadowlark was in 

Only the second Golden-crowned Sparrow ever reported in New Brunswick, this obliging adult was 
first discovered coming to feeders in St. George on 26 December 2004 (here 8 January 200S), where 

it stayed through 4 May. Photoõr•h byAlain Oave•e. 

short supply, with only one found in the Re- 
gion, at a Mount Hebert, PE1 feeder 20 Jan+ 
(Lloyd Evans). New Brunswick's 6th Western 
Meadowlark was a long-staying bird at a 
feeder near Neguac, Northumberland from 
early Dec into Apr (Alphonse Ihibodeau, 
David MacLeod). Ihe only Yellow-headed 
Blackbird was an imm. male 13 Jan near 
Cornwall, PEI (Charlene Felker). 

Pine Grosbeak was found in above-aver- 

age numbers on New Brunswick C.B.C.s in 
the n. of the province (DSC), such as 297 at 
Ste-Anne-de-Madawaska 16 Dec. Numbers 

increased in s. New Brunswick and n. Nova 

Scotia late in the period, with flocks of gen- 
erally fewer than 10 birds reported. Num- 
bers in Newfoundland were reported as 
"normal" (BMt), while Prince Edward Island 
had flocks of up to 50 birds. Purple Finch 
occurred throughout the Region in truly as- 
tonishing and perhaps unprecedented num- 
bers, being described as "abundant" every- 
where. It seems that most of them did not 

even bother to leave after the breeding sea- 
son, due to excellent cone crops on both 
White Spruce and Red Spruce. Io be sure, 
many came to feeders (100+ reported at 
some), but many more obviously did not. At 
the present e. edge of their breeding range in 
the Region, 18 House Finches were recorded 

on the Buctouche, NB C.B.C. 28 Dec. 
Red Crossbill was described as above av- 

erage only in n. New Brunswick, with 22 on 
the Caraquet C.B.C. 19 Dec. White-winged 
Crossbill was "very abundant" in New- 
foundland and started singing in late Feb, 
indicating nesting was imminent (BMt). 
Elsewhere they were simply very common to 
abundant, examples being 330 on the St. 
Paul, Kent, NB C.B.C. 2Jan and 500+ at Dol- 
lar Lake PP, H.R.M. 15 Dec (HI). Common 
Redpoll was common only in the u. reaches 
of New Brunswick and throughout New- 
foundland, with a maximum of 577 found 
on the Edmuudstou, NB C.B.C. 18 Dec. It 
was late in the period before small numbers 
present there all winter began to increase in 

se. New Brunswick and main- 

land Nova Scotia. Only a stngle 
Hoary Redpoll surfaced, on the 
aforementioned C.B.C. Pine 
Siskin was "abundant" in New- 

foundland, in average numbers 
in n. New Brunswick, but be- 
low average in the south. Best 
total for Nova Scotia was 200+ 

at Dollar Lake EP 15 Dec (HI), 
but that was the exception, 
with generally only a few pres- 
ent at feeders. American 

Goldfinch was very common 
throughout the Region, even in 
Newfoundland, where they are 
relatively recent additions to 
the regular avifauna. Evening 

Grosbeak, whose fortunes have been falter- 
ing of late, was described as "fairly com- 
mon" in Newfoundland. In Nova Scotia, it 
was most common on C.B.I., where about 
125 were found at North River Bridge 14-15 
Jan (Bethsheila Kent). Ihree C.B.C.s in New 
Brunswick recorded in excess of 300, but 
numbers were still described as below aver- 

age in the south and only average in the 
north (DSC). 

Corrigendum: All references to Fish Crow in 
Nova Scotia in the previous winter season 
report should be deleted, due to insufficient 
sighting details. 
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