
ABA-Endorsed Tours 

Short Trips for Tanjet Species 
Colorado Chickens: White-tailed Ptarmigan, Sharp-tailed Grouse, 
Greater Sage Grouse, Gunnison Sage Grouse, Lesser Praife42hicken, 
Creater Prairie-Chicken. Most are seen on leks at good range Three rosy 
flnehes at feeders. Blue Grouse is usually seen, as well. From Denver, with 
Nick Romar leading. 8- %phi and •-1 n 1 1005. 
Blad•-eappnd $qreo, Golden-cheeked WarSlee Travel into the Texas 
Hill CounWj for the two target birds at the rime of year when they are vo- 
calizing and the fidds are ablaze with wildflowers. We usually get some 
'Valley • species such as Cave Swallow. From San Antonio. ED. Hulce 
leads. 17-70 Anrd ]fl.qq 

Colima Wafiaer, Gray I/iran, Momezuma Quail, Common •lad{- 
Hawk: travel through Big Bend National Park and on to the Davis Moun- 
tains for the target species plus Lucifer Hummingbird and Varied Bunting. 
From Midland-O&ssa` Texas, led by ED. Hulce 20-25 April 2005. 
•lad{ Rail, $waimon's Warbler, Bahman's Sparrow, Red-codt- 
ndnd Woodpecker, and other sauthem spedolties. New Bern, 
North Carolina, led by fohn Fnssdl. lg April-I May and 5. t Ma• Z005. 
Bidmdrs 11•rush, Rareal ½hidmdee, and both Sharp-tailnd Spar~ 
rows: We quickly see the sparrows in seasi& marshes and proceed to the 
ML Washington area in New Hampshire. In addition to Bicknelrs Thrash, 
we usually find some boreal species at the southern limit of their range, 
including Black-backed Woodpecker From Portlaud, Maine. Bill Dram 
mond leads. Inue 11-14, 2005. Contact: Bob O&'ar at OBServ 'fours, 
Inc, :1901 Tumble Road, Nashville, TN 37215; (615} 192-2739; ob- 
serglouxs.•_'_bellsouth ueU www observtouxs.eom. 

• Dakota Prairie Birds: 1œ Conte's, Baird's, Nelson's Sharp tailed 
Sparrows; Sprague's Pipit, six species of grebes, and woodland songbirds 
such as Mourning Warbler and grosbeaks; Fermginons and Swainsoh's 
Hawks, and much more. Schedule your personalized tour now. Contact. 
Buffalo Curnmons Birding Sarans, 1704 10th Avenue N%; Mandan, 
ND 58554; (70l) 118-5771 or (701) 663-4980; Igihaon•,ndak 
barnhaet@btiuetnet. 

Eastern Oregon Malheur WeekendL Spring trip features Trumpeter 
Swan, Prairie Falcun, Ferruginous Hawk, Gray Flycatcher, Rock and Canyon 
Wrens, Sage Sparrow, Bobolink. 28 April-1 May I or 19-22 May 2005. Fall 
trip includes •sit to Steeus Mountain for Black Rosy-Finch, Chuksr, Greater 
Sage-Grouse, Red-naped Sapsucker, plus many migrant raptors and song- 
birds at Malheur NWR. September !5-18 or ('klober 11-16 2005. 
Weodped•er Wonderland WeekendL Three toed, White-headed, and 
Black-backed Woodpeckers, up to 6 Empids, Calliope Hummer, Pinyon 
Jay, Cassin's Vireo, Northern Pygmy-Owl. As many as 11 species each of 
woodpecker and flycatcher are possible. 9-1l June or 11-26 Inne 2005. 
Washington Ceast "$uff-and-TuW' Land and sea combo indu&s 
pelagic trip in search of Black-footer Albatross, Pink-footer Shearwater, all 
3 iaegers, and 6 alcids; more than 18 species of shurebirds are possible, in- 
dude Pacific Goldeu-Plover, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, and Wan&ring'rat- 
clef. Also Heerman's Gull, Band-tailed Pigeon, Hntton's Vireo, Chestnut- 
backed Chickadee, Redbreasted Sapsucker 8-11 September 2005. Con- 
tact- Steve Shonk, Paradise Birding. 541-408-1753; sleve(• paradise- 
birding.corn; wss•, paradisebirding corn 

Canada, North America, AlIA Area 

.•mth Iqorlda and the D•/Totturin 
• x4sit at the height of spring migraion for Florida specialties, exotics, 
seabird colonies and possible Caribbean strays, including a three-day trip ro 
the D D, Tortugas. Led by Adrian Binns. 17-16 April 2005. Conlace Jaeger 
Tours, (115) 364-4407, binus@laegertouxs.uet, WWWlaegurtoors.net. 

Gambdl, Home, and Pr•lofs 
Bird spring migration at the Ptibilofs (St. Paul is]and), Gainbell and 
Nome with a small group of hearty birders. Peak time for vagrants and 
Alaskan specialties. Stay in Siberian Yupik •klmo home in Gainbell; 
search for Bristle-thighed Curlew outsi& Nome; seabird colonies and fur 
seals rookeries on St Paul. Small group, reasonable price Pfibilofs` 23-25 
blay 2005; Gambell and Nome, 27 May-4 lnne 2005. Cuntuct. Wddet- 
heSS Birding •l,,euturt% 5515 Wild Mountaru ROatL Eagle Rmer, AK 
99577, (907) 694-7442, wddbird•alaska net. 

This tour offers a great chance to see spring migrants at this western 
Aleutian island. with Whiskered AuldeL Laysan Albatross, and Asian 
strays possible. Ma•dmura 14 participants, with longtime Alaska resident 
Dan Wetzd and another leader. 22 •9 May, •005. (arafat1 [)an 1,. 
We•l, hatoreAlaska louts, {907) 4984746, dwr•el•,alask• net 

Follow the spring north from Winnipeg for prairie specialties like Baird's 
Sparrow, northern woodland nestas at Riding Mountain, waterbirds like 
Snowy Plover and Chrk's Grebe at the southern shores of Lakes Win 
uepeg, and an air trip to Churchill to search for that settlement's remark- 
able birds, including Russ's Gull and Hoary Redpoll. More than 200 
species are expected. Limited to five birders and led by Derb Carter. 10-20 
!une 2005. Cuntact Bob {)dear at OB.%rv Tours, inc. 3901 Tumble 
ROatL Nashville, 'IN •7215, (615} 292 2739 obser•ours,•bell 
•rtlth net, WW•V nbservlotlrs eom 

joy Very Sp eci 

Newfoundland 

From Saint John's in the southeastern corner of the p[o',4nce to Deer 
Lake/Comethrook on the west coast. Visit Cape Ste Maffs, Witless Bay, 
Terra Nova, Grns Mome, L'Anse avx Meadows, and the Codroy Valley for 
akid and gannet colonies, possible pelagics from shore, and Boreal breed- 
ers such as Mourning Warbler and Rock Ptarmigan. Although European 
settlement came early to Newfoundland, much of Newfoundland remains 
atunningly unspoiled in its natural beauty. Led by Ken Knowles. 11-10 
June 2005. Contact: Bob Odear at OBServ Iouxs, Inc.. 3901 Trilnble 
Road, Nashville, TN 37215; (615) 292 2739; obsersaours@befi- 
south. net, www.observ•ours.corn. 

Alaska Outre' Islands and Russia 

Cruise from Nome to Homer, Alaska• aboard the Clipper Odyssey. This 
cruise offers a great chance to see Whiskered AuldeL other alcids, and 
various seabirds, along with the possibility of ABA-area rarities. Visit 
Ring Island, both Litre and Big Diomede, Osrov Ytygran, SI. Lawrence, 
St. Matthew/Hall Islands, and the inner Aleutians. A great cruise for bird- 
ers. 19 July-2 August 2005. Clipper Crni•e Line, (80{))81,1 9393 
x6813 or (800) 456-0020; cspero@intrav corn or 
groupres@intrav corn 

Caribbean 

Is•nd Endemics 

OBSetv'fours, Inc. has put together a package of Caribbean birding tours 
that focus on island en&mics. 

Dominican Rqmblk Endemks: Our oldest West Indies tour takes you 
to the southwest portion of the ceunUy, where dr/thom forest covers the 
Iowlan& and moist forest clothes the great Baharuco Mountain range. 
There is even a huge salt lake below sea level. As always, diversity of habi- 
tat leads to diversity of bird species. There are 25 Dominican endemics, 
and we usually find a total of approximately I00 species. Led by Kate Wal- 
lace. 7-13 Aprd 2005. Contact- OBServ Tours, Inc., 3901 Trimble 
Road, Na.•hvifie, IN 37215, (615) 292-2739; observtouxs•bell- 
south n• w3•'wobse•,tours corn. 

Mexico 

Sotahem Veracruz 

And the Tuxtlas. At one time this area produced the highest Christmas 
count in the word. 'fire parts of the area have been convened to agricul- 
tural uses, but this remains one of the most productive birding areas in 
Mexico. We cover the coastal plain as well as the Tuxtla volcanic complex. 
There are 26 species of specLal interest. Bob Odear and Bob Straus lead. 
16-22 March 2005. ContacL OBServ Tours, Inc, 3901 •rimble Road, 
Naab,alle, I'N 37215: (615) ,!92-2739; ohaevaours@bell•mth neU 

Nofihnastem Mexico 

This is an area of desert and high forested mountains. We begin in Mon- 
terrey and go immediately to the high, d D, plateau near Sahillo for three 
en&mics. We next head south along the base of the Sierra Madre Ocr- 
dental to the famed area around Rancho Cielo and finally to mountains 
west of Ciudad Monte in southern Tamauflpas and San Luis Potosœ Ap- 
proximately 30 endemics are possible. P.D. Hulce and Bob Odear lead. 
7-14 May 2005. Contacl- (.)B•erv •bur•, Inc., 3901 Trimble Road, 
Nasbvilk, TN 37215, (615) 292-2739; oh•eretours@bellsouth ueL 

Veracruz "River ol Raptors" 
Witness the words greatest raptor migration, where single days counts 
have exceeded 700,000 birds! More than 325 species possible, including 
30 raptors, 20 hummingbirds, and 35 warblers. Led by Bob Stranb and 
Adrian Binus. 24 September-6 October 2005. Contace laeger Tours, 
(215) 364-4407; binm4•laegert( ue• ne• www jaegert(mrs net, 

Central and South America 

Gai6pagos Islands 
Join this short cruise among the Enchanted Isles aboard the Santa Cruz, 
built for exploration of these islands. Many of the islands remain the same 
as when Darwin himself saw them. Come see Darwin's finches and other 

island endemics. 22-28 May 2005; dales to be announced. Contact In- 
I•av, {800) 456-0020, csper•'@inltav.com or groupres@intrav•rn. 

Cn,•sing In the Chilean Fjo•da 
Cruise the remote, io/waters off southern Chile More uumerous than 
Scandinavia's •ords` Chile's magnificent •ords are virtually unknown. The 
Chilean Inside Passage offers spectacular scenery and a chance to see 
Chilean seabirds. Stop at the spectacular Torres &l Paine National Park 
and voyage into the Beagle Channel Clipper naturalist will lead walks on 
landings. Post-trip to Machu Picchu available. 29 October-12 November 
2005. (,oruacL ( lipper Cruise I,•ne• {800) 814 9393 x6813 or (800) 
4564)020• csperry• I ntrav tom or grouptes•qntrav corn 

Ga•a Rka and Panama 
Cruise on the Yorktown Clipper from Costa Rica to Panama, indnding this 
region's great engineering spectacle, the Panama Canal. This is an excellent 
intro&ctlon to tropical birding, with multiple &ily stops in both countries 

al Birding 

for birding along rich lowland rainforest trails. Expert onboard naturalists. 
Vely birdy pre- and post-cruise extensions available 16-24 November 
2005. Contact. {:lipper Cruise Line, (800} 814-9393 x6813 or 
4564)020, csperrv•intrav. com or groupres@intravcom. 

Europe 
Nofifl Wales and Nerfolk 

Highlands, islands, and wetlands: the contrast of the mountains, oak 
woods, and moorlands of North Wales and the coastal plain of North 
Norfolk may offer the most diverse range of habitats currently available on 
a Hnited Kingdom tour. All of the highlights from ofspdng in these re- 
markable regions can be found, with the potential for turning up some 
some unexpected ratifies, as well. Breeding species include Black Grouse, 
Hawfinch, Ring Ouzel, Red Kite, Redibilled Chough, Stone Curlew, 
Golden Oriole, Bearded Tit` Pied Avocet, Wood Lark, European Nightjar, 
and Corn Bunting. With ample time to enjoy the beauty of these un- 
spoiled regions, this tour offers a first class introduction to birding in the 
UR. Led by Nell Donaghy and Steve Cale. 7-20 May 2005. Contaet: Ned 
Donaghy, Cel,½ Bird Fours, 84 Co•ty Road, Bridgend CF31 IEf, 
Wales, OK, telephone (+44} 01656 645709; cell (444) 07971 98:1227. 
Birds@celtictours.org.uk; www nehiebirdtours.com 

Seedand: Highlands and She•eds 
A two-week trip to one of the most scenic parts of the world to explore 
the birds, mammals and flora of Scotiahal's highlands including the 
Caledonian forest and Cairngorms as well as the seabird colonies of the 
Shetlands. Led by Adrian Binns. 24 June-9 July 2005. Conrace Jaeger 
]ours, {215) •64 4407; brons@jaegertouxs net, 
www jaegertours.net. 

Pacific Ocean 

EastLm• Austrah 

Australia has more endemic bird species (238) than any other country, 
and nearly all of Anstndia's remaining 500 species are likely to be new to 
first-time visitors Our tour takes in the absolute best of the east from top 
to bottom. We start with the Great Barder Reef, the tropical and highland 
rainforests, and the savanna grasslands of northern Anstralia• then we head 
south to the cloudforests of Lamington NE Contimring on to New South 
Wales, we visit the Eucalypt forests around Sydney, coastal heathlands, and 
the Mallee Bushlands farther west. We finish the trip in possibly the most 
magical place of all, Tasmania. 12-30 September 2005. Cantack 'Iropi- 
cal Birding. 17 %utah Tropics, 26 Willow Road, Blouberg Pase 7441, 
Soulh Africa; tel/fax +27-21-556-4124, (:ell +27-83-2964H47; 
rnfo•tropiealb•rding.com, www.t roprcalbteding.coro. 

Asia 

China 

This expedition explores China's geographical diversity. Join us as we visit 
many of the best birding locales in China. Led by some of Chinds fore- 
most ornithologists, ApfiljMay 20{)•. ContacL hiemet & Hand 'lra•el, 
750 Battery M, Suite 300, San Francisco, (.A 94H1 {80{)} 4514321, 
{415) 788-4000 fax {415} 788-4133; travel(• siemethand corn. 

Mrica 

Morocco boasts the richest bird life in North Africa, and along with its en- 
demic rare, and specialty birds, its Moorish and Berber culture and stun- 
ning sceuely make this trip truly memorable Led by Adrian Binns. 3-15 
March 2005. ConLact. Jailer Tou•, (215) :164 1407, brnns@jav'gtr 
tours n•l; vn•*' laegectours 

•Fairest Cape to Kmger• South Afdea is a meg&diversity cuuntI% In the 
southwest, it contains two habitats found nowhere else in the wodd: the 
heath-like fynbus and the semi &sect Karno. Both these systems hold a 
host of endemic species {South Africa has 58 endemic and neaneudemic 
birds, more than any other African country, and most of these will be seen 
on our safari). Indu&d are sensational birds. among them a suite of small 
en&mic bustards and at least 30 species of en&mic larks and chats. In its 
northeast, South Afriea metamorphoses into bush and savanna vegetation 
similar to that in East Africa, and here species diversity increases dramaft- 
tally, with possibilities of bundreds of speries a day. We can expect to see 
at least 400 spedes on this trip, and 450 or more are possible. 11-25 
vember 2005. (•,ntact: 'f•oplcal Birding. Africa and Asm DJ•lSrou, 
+27 {0) 82 40{)-3400, fax *27 21 556 4124, www tropicalbirding.corn; 
lroplcalbirding'E telkurnaa neL 

,•mtar•ca 

Anterctka and the Falkland Islands 

Join the crew of the Clipper Adventurer in the icf waters of the spectacular 
Antarctic Peninsula. Seenely and abundant wildlife, including penguins, 
seabirds, and marine mammals, along with some en&mic birds of the 
Falkland Islands, will be the highlights. 20 November-$ December 2005. 
Contact. ( lipper Cruise lane, (8(•3) 814 9393 x6813 or (80{)) 456- 
0020; cspexryO. ]ntrav curo or gruupresra3intrav corn 

For Tour Codes go to www. americanbirding.org 
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The 2005 ABA Regional Conference will be based in Midland Michigan, 16-21 
May-the best time for spring migration in the Saginaw Bay area. Kirtland's 
Warblers will have arrived and will be singing on territories. Tawas Point State 
Park, "Michigan's Cape Cod" with only 200 acres has a bird list of 290 species 
and seeing 25 species of warbler on a fallout day is not uncommon. If you 
want to see migrants and you are tired of the crowds at Pt. Pelee; the ABA 
Saginaw Bay Conference may be the ticket. In addition, we will visit Nayan- 
quing Poi, .te Wildlife Area (Yellow-headed Blackbird), Pincomming 
County Park , ade.rs), Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge (both bitterns 
and Prothonotary Warbler), Harwick Pines State Park (old growth eastern 
white pine and eastern hemlock with Black-billed Cuckoo), Houghton Lakes 
Wildlife Area (Yello, ail), and local parks in Midland Michigan (Cerulean 
Warbler). Mark , r calendars for May in Michigan with the ABA 
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