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his spring was the wettest since 1997 for the main islands, and the rainy weather 
continued through mid-May, well after 

the ho'ofio, or rainy season, usually ends. Un- 
like in the previous year, several unusual 
seabird species turned up on seawatches and 
pdagic trips this spring. 

Abbreviations: H. (Hawai'i I.); Hakalau 
(Hakalau N.WR., Hawai'i I.); Hanalei (Hanalei 
N.WR., Kaua'i I.); Honouliuli (Honouliuli Unit 
of Pearl Harbor N.W.R., O'ahu I.); K. (Kaua'i I.); 
Kanaha (Kanaha Pond, Maul 1.); Kealia (Kealia 
Pond N.WR., Maul I.); Kii (Ki'i Unit of James 
Campbell N.WR., O'ahu I.); Kokee (Koke'e S.P., 
Kaua'i I.); K.P. (Kilauea Pt. N.WR., Kaua'i 1.); 
M. (Maul I.); Midway (Midway Atoll N.WR.), 
O. (O'ahu I.); Pouhala (Pouhala Marsh Wildlife 
Sanctuar 3, O'ahu I.); Waiawa (Waiawa Unit of 
Pearl Harbor N.W.R., O'ahu I.); Waikamoi 
(Waikamoi Preserve, Maul I.). 

ALBATROSSES THROUGH EGRETS 
Two Black-footed Albatrosses, uncommon near 
the main islands, were observed off the nw. coast 

of Kaua'i 9 Mar (DK, AJ), and one was seen w. of 
Kaua•i 16 Mar (DK). The refuge staff at Midway 
has been using decoys and audio-lures on East- 
ern I. in an attempt to attract more Short-tailed 
Albatross (Endangered) to the refuge. Only one 
Short-tailed, a banded ad., was seen on Midway 
late Oct-early Apr; it was observed dancing and 
preening one of the decoys. The banded female 
Short-tafied Albatross that wintered on Sand I., 
Midway for many years did not appear this year 
OK). A dying, light-morph Northern Fulmar was 
picked up near K.E and turned in to the refuge 
staff3 Mar (BZ). Northern Fulmars are rarely re- 
ported in the Region, and most reports have 
been of dead or dying birds. A Mottled Petrel 
was seen from Nawiliwili, K. 15 Apr, and 2 were 
seen on a pdagic trip e. of Nawifiwili 16 Apr 
(AB, NB, PH, Ak). Mottled Petrels are infre- 
quently reported in the Region. One to 3 Hawai- 
ian Petrels (Endangered) were spotted on multi- 
ple boat trips out of Kaua'i on 16 Apr (AB, NB, 
PH, At) and from Apr onward (DK); 10 were 
seen from Nawiliwili, K. 15 Apr and 20 from 
Waimea, K. 28 Apr (DK). Twenty Sooty Shear- 
waters were seen from Punalu'u, H. in early Mar 
(AJ), and 4 were spotted on a boat trip w. of 
Kaua'i 30 Apr (DK). A pair of Newell's Shearwa- 
ters (Ihreatened) occupied an artificial nest bur- 
row at K.E 20 Apr (BZ). Fifteen Newell's Shear- 
waters were seen flying past Nawiliwili, K. 15 
Apr, and 10 were seen flying past the same spot 
16 Apr (AB, NB, PH, Ak). Newell's Shearwaters 
were also spotted on boat trips around Kaua'i, 
one 16 Apr (AB, NB, PH, At), 5 on 30Apr (DK), 
and 6 on 14 May (DK). A Newell's was heard 
calling near Kailua, H. 23 Apr (RD). 

IBIS THROUGH RAIl5 
Up to 11 imm. Plegadis ibis remained around 
Hanalei Mar+ (ph., BZ, AJ). It had been difficult 
to determine the species of the birds, but begin- 
ning in Mar, the birds started showing reddish 

eyes, indicating White-faced Ibis (BZ). Two 
Brant remained at Kealia Mar-15 Apr (MN, JR), 
and another 2 were observed at Hanalei Mar-22 

Apr (BZ). Wintering waterfowl made a quick 
exit this year, with none reported after mid-Apr. 
Several Gambel's Quail were spotted along the 
Saddle Rd. in cen. HawaPi, I. in mid-Mar (H.EI., 
RE DD. Migrant raptors have been unusually 
scarce in the Region for the past two years, but 
we did get reports of single Peregrine Falcons on 
Maui, one at Makawao 23 Mar (LT) and one 
chasing Hawaiian Stilts at Kealia 18 Apr (AB, 
NB, PH, At). A probable California Quail x 
Gambel's Quail hybrid was observed 22 Mar 
ODD. Gambel• were also seen on the former 

target island of Kaho'olawe 29-30 Mar and 
10-11 May (F&KS). INs species is one of the 
least common of the introduced gamebirds in 
the islands and is seldom reported. 

A single Hawaiian Moorhen (Endangered) 
spotted at Waiawa 9 Mar (PD) was the first ob- 
served there since 2000. Recent heavy rains 
helped refill the ponds after years of very low 
water levels. Moorhen nesting was reported to 
be going well a] Hamakua Marsh, O., with six 
nests in late Apr (JP). Hawaiian Coots (Endan- 
gered) were also busy nesting, with 18 nests at 
Honouliuli 25 Mar (PD) and 2 at Hamakua 
Marsh 20 Apr (JP). 

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH PUFFINS 
After an unusually early start to the nesting sea- 
son, a few broods of Hawaiian Stilts (Endan- 
gered) had already fledged at Waiawa by late 
Mar. (PD). Heavy rains disrupted nesting dur- 
ing the normal spring season. Some nests were 
lost, and some stilts that had been paired and 
defending territories in Mar abandoned their 
breeding behavior until late May (MS). A few 
uncommon wintering shorebirds remained into 
early spring. A Killdeer was observed at 
Waimea, K. 27 Mar (DK), and a Ruff was at Wa- 
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iawa 24 Mar (PD). Numbers of wintering 
shorebirds began dropping rapidly by mid-Apr. 
A flock of 20 Pacific Golden-Plovers was seen 

heading n. from Honouliuli, apparently on mi- 
gration, 24 Apr (PD). 

Only one report of Pomarine Jaeger was sub- 
mitred this spring, of 6 birds seen from the Hon- 
olulu, O. waterfront 10 Mar (PD). Although 
they may not be reported frequently, Pomarine 
Jaegers seem to be regular in the Region from 
fall through spring. Long-tailed Jaegers are a dif- 
ferent story: there are fewer than 10 reports in 
the Region. A single ad. kong-tailed Jaeger was 
observed from Nawiliwili, K. 15 Apr (AB, NB, 
PH, Ak). Two imm. Glaucous-winged Gulls 
were observed at Midway 1 Mar OK), and one 
was at Kii 10 Mar (PD). The last report of a 
Glaucous-winged was of one imm. at kale, O. 14 
Mar (EV, KSw). We continue to receive reports 
of imm. kaughing Gulls Mar+ (m.ob.). Most 
Franklins Gulls reported in the Region are ad. 
birds in breeding plumage that apparently move 
through the Region in spring and early summer. 
We received a number of reports of single 
Franklin's Gulls early Apr+ (m.ob.), plus one re- 
port of 2 at Kealia 6 May (MN, JR). 

An unusual variety of uncommon terns was 
reported this spring. Two Caspian Terns were 
seen at Kii 11 Apr (AB, NB, PH, ALL a single 
Common Tern was spotted on a boat trip w. of 
Kaua'] 30 Apr, and a single keast or kittle Tern 
was observed in Waipahu, O. 24 Mar (PD), 20 

Apr (JP), and in mid-May (MM). During a peri- 
od of strong sw. winds, rather unusual for mid- 
May, 2-3 Blue-gray Noddies were observed 
from a boat s. of Kaua'i (DK). Blue-gray Nod- 
dies nest on some of the remote Northwest 

Hawaiian Islands but are rarely reported near 
the main islands. A freshly dead Tufted Puffin 
was found on Midway 2 Mar (JK). All alcids are 
very rare in the Region, with most records of 
moribund or dead birds. 

[lOVES THROUGH PASSERINES 
Single Mourning Doves, the rarest of the doves 
in the Region, were spotted on Hawai'i I. in ear- 
ly Mar (AJ), 8 May (H.ET.), and 29 May (RD). 
Mourning Doves were seen frequently in cert. 
Maul Mar+ (F&KS, LT). Native Short-eared 

Owls were reported to be unusually scarce on 
Hawai'i I. this spring (GD, RD). 

Only one Puaiohi (Endangered) was report- 
ed, an unbanded bird in Kokee 14 Apr (AB, NB, 
PH, AL). Japanese Bush-Warblers, very loud in- 
troduced birds, were reported in good numbers 
and typically vocal on Kaua'i in early Mar (AJ) 
and along Waihe'e Ridge Trail, M. 29 May (LT). 
By contrast, they were unusually sparse or qui- 
et in the Ko'olau Mountains on O'ahu this 

spring (PD). The number of reports we receive 
of the rare native honeycreepers do not neces- 
sarily reflect their relative abundance. The 
rarest species receive special attention from 
birders and researchers. For example, we re- 

ceived a number of reports of the rare and en- 
dangered Palila (H.ET., AJ), 'Akiapola'au 
(m.ob.), Hawaii Creeper (H.ET., AJ), and 
'Akepa (H.ET., AJ) in their usual haunts on 
Hawai'i I. On the other hand, we got only one 
report of the locally abundant Maul 'Alauahio 
(H.ET., AJ). A pair of 'Akikiki was observed en- 
gaging in courtship feeding in Kokee 14 Apr 
(AB, NB, PH, AL). 'Akohekohe (Endangered) 
were found in Waikamoi 13 Mar (RP) and 19 
Apr, when 2 juvs. and one ad. were observed 
(AB, NB, PH, AL). We received no reports of 
Maul Parrotbills (Endangered) this season. 

Red-cheeked Cordonbleus were observed on 

three trips to Pu'uanahulu, H. in mid-Mar 
(H.ET., AJ, RP). Black-rumped Waxbills were 
found in Pu'uanahulu, H. on two trips in 
mid-Mar (RP, DL), and 1 ] were counted there 
29 May (RD). These two species are the rarest 
of the small, introduced finches in the Region. 

Contributors: Ashley Barnwell, Nell Bostock, 
Reg David, Susan David, Garry Dean, Jim Den- 
ny, Arleone Dibben-Young, Peter Donaldson, 
Hawaii Forest & Trail, Peter Hayman, Candy & 
Bruce Hughes, Alvaro Jaramillo, John Klavitter, 
David Kuhn, Alan Levis, Dan Lindsay, Richard 
May, Malt Medeiros, Mike Nishimoto, Mike 
Ord, John Polhemus, Jaime Rader, Mike Silber- 
nagle, Bill Sparldin, Forest & Kim Starr, Keith 
Swindle, Lance Tanino, Eric VanderWer[, Matt 
Victoria, Brenda Zaun. • 

Institute for Field Omithology 

Start Planning for 2005! 
Pacific Northwest 
Seabirds 
February 2005 
Location: Costal Washington state 
Instructor: Dennis Paulson 

Tropical Bird Ecology 
March 2005 

Location: Canopy Tower, Panama 
Instructor: John Arvin 

Raptors of the 
Lower Rio Grande 
April 2005 
Location: McAllen, Texas 
Instructor: William Clark 

Waterfowl Ecology 
April 2005 
Location: Choteau, Montana 
Instructor: Terry McEneaney 

More workshops listed on our website. 

Field Sketching 
and Bird Illustration 
May 2005 
Location: Franklin, North Carolina 
Instructor: John Sill 

Field Study and Classroom Education 
ß EMAIL: ifo@aba.org 
ß WEBSITE: www. americanbirding.org/IFO 
ß PHONE: 800-850-2473 Ext. 235 

Owls of Montana 
May 2005 
Location: Charlo, Montana 
Instructor: Terry McEneaney 
and Denver Holt 
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