
Atlantic Provinces 
;,':5 St. Pierre 

et Miquelon 
,•Killinek I. 

T ørngat Mtns. N. R 
LABRADOR 

SEA 

:•l-{•bron LAti 32 
Cape Harrison 

/•,'•Nain Hopedale ,7Cartwright 
' il• m• Gannet Isl•d • - .• • ß EcologicalRe,rye 

.Mea• . • 
•mhl•o• • "M•S. • • Strait of Belle Isle 

Qpy•AQse-aux-Mead•s •Ch•u•il I •mm• Bay ' •t. Anthony 
,, • ) .• Gander 

•s? • • ao•v'sta 
½G•I o ,:'mMor•' ,Te• • , 

An•stil. St. •Cornet • N.Z. •; •Ava•on 

• • • x Pørt-aux• ' '• •Cape 
L F.•' •s•e•' Sa/•-Pierre • •ce 

• Ch?lo•e- •aootStrait et Miquelon b'ape 
. town • ........ St. Mary• 

• • • • I J East ,mL•Pe urnton •tgm•os 
BathurstJ. "•";[ •t. • •4;Sydney 

Moncton•" • z •Canso .... 
•' •i• •C LeEereo •ova 'hon. o NOVA SCOU, 

•:, "• •' •alifax-Dadmou• A Pictou 
•:•:• 71. •N•Yar •nenberg ,SaN el. • •r• r• Brier L' , D WolMIle 

SeffL •'• Cape Sable L E Dig• 

•E,•ere • 

Bruce Macravish 

37 Waterford Bridge Road 

St. John's, Newfoundland AlE 1C$ 

(bruce. mactavishl@nf. sympatico.ca) 

eteran birders uniformly noted poor 
irding at their favorite weekend 
agmnt hunting grounds. Some 

blamed it on a chronic lack of southwest 

winds during the season. Despite the migm- 
doffs low marks from the birding community, 
the number and diversity of rarities discov- 
ered in the 2002 autumn season were 

remarkable. Many of these birds were not at 
the best-known "vagrant traps"--and a more 
thorough check may reveal that many rarities 
were not found on weekends. Hurricane 
Gustav brushed eastern Nova Scotia and 

southern Newfoundland while still holding 
considerable force and transported several 
interesting pelagic seabirds to the Region. 

New Brunswick had its first Swainson's 

Hawk and Black-chinned Hummingbird, 
while Nova Scotia had its fourth Mountain 

Bluebird and Le Conte's Sparrow, plus a 
Golden-crowned Sparrow and Painted 
Bunting. St. Pierre et Miquelon had its first 
American Avocet and a long-staying Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher. In Newfoundland, three 
storms with far reaching northeast winds in 
the latter half of October paid off with the 
gem of the season--a Corn Crake. 

Abbreviations: C.S.I. (Cape Sable Island, 
Nova Scotia); G.M.I. (Grand Manan Island, 
New Brunswick). 

LOONS THROUGH VULTURES 
Following the passage of Hurricane Gustav 
on 12 Sep, there were separate reports of dis- 
tant, fast-flying Pterodroma petrels in Nova 
Scotia: one off Bon Portage I. (AL) and from 
a ship 45 kmse. of Halifax (BMy). Cory's 
Shearwater reports were few, with 2 from a 
ship in s. Nova Scotia 9 Sep (IM) and one on 
Emerald Bank, NS 10 Sep (BMy). Sooty 
Shearwaters outnumbered Greater Shearwa- 

ters in Newfoundland, with the most signifi- 
cant shearwater concentration being of 4000 
Sooty and 1000 Greater off Cape Spear in one 
hour 13 Aug (BMt). In Nova Scotia, it was the 
reverse, with Sooty Shearwater accounting 
for fewer than one percent of the shearwaters 
on Emerald Bank 10-12 SCp (BMy) and 10 
percent of the "thousands to tens of thou- 
sands" of shearwaters off Brier I. Aug to mid- 
Oct (EM). The only double-digit report of 
Manx Shearwater was of 75 at Cape Spear, NF 
13 Aug (BM0. The abundance of Wfison's 
Storm-Petrels in the Bay of Fundy spilled 
over from the New Brunswick side to Brier I., 
NS, where hundreds were noted feeding on 
surface swimming copepods from whale- 
watching boats Aug--Sep (fide BMy). 

The carcass of a White-tailed Tropicbird 
found on the s. beach of Sable 1., NS in early 
Oct was thought to have died in the previous 
month, perhaps a waif of Hurricane Gustav 
(ZL). It was the first record for Nova Scotia 
and probably the Region's first since 1964! An 
American White Pelican roaming about Kent 
New Brunswick during the summer was 
probably the same bird at Kouchibouguac 
N.E 31 Aug (Mike LeBlanc). Amazingly, there 
were 2 Magnificent Frigatebirds in the 
Region, both photographed by non-birders. 
One was present 10-11 Aug in St. Margaret's 
Bay, NS (Peter Snow, Gail & Jerome Bruhm), 
while the other, presumably a Hurricane Gus- 
tar refugee, spent most of 14 Sep hanging in 
the air above Lamoline, Burin Pen., NF for a 
3rd provincial record (fide BMt). 

Great Egret continues to be the dominant 
egret in the Region, with the majority of the 
sightings being Oct--Nov. Nova Scotia led 
the way with a high total of 21, followed by 4 
in Newfoundland, 2 in St. Pierre et Miquelon, 
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and one in New Brunswick. There were 3 

Snowy Egrets in Nova Scotia and a late indi- 
vidual at Grand Barachois, SPM 25 Nov (fide 
RE). All 4 of the Region's Little Blue Herons 
were in Nova Scotia. There was a light mid- 
Nov influx o[ Cattle Egrets, with 5 in Nova 
Scotia and one landing on a ship 240 km s. of 
Cape Race, NF. The only Yellow-crowned 
Night-Herons were late single birds, presum- 
ably identified with care, at Sable I., NS 17 
Oct (ZL) and Castalia Marsh, G.M.I., NB 31 
Oct (BD). Single Black Vultures were in n. 
New Brunswick at Val-Comeau 26 Sep (ph. 
Ella Robichaud) and Menneval, Restigouche 
25 Oct (Pat Emond). The Turkey Vulture 
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roost at Midland, Kins NB peaked at 44 
(including 3 juvs.) on 1 Oct (JWi). Not to be 
outdone, Brier I., NS, which typically has the 
biggest autumn totals, recorded 50+ migrants 
on 12 Oct (EM). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH CRANES 
Two Greater White-fronted Geese were in 
Nova Scotia: one near Windsor 2 Oct--late 

Nov (m. ob.) and one at Pembroke Pond, 
Yarmouth 17-30 Nov (MN). A Brant at 

Miquelon, SPM 31 Oct (PD) and 3 singles 
near St. John's late Sep•late Nov (m. ob.) 
were rarities in the e. extremities of the 

Region. A Gadwall was a rare at St. Pierre, 
SPM 12 Nov (Philippe Hacala). Eurasian 
Wigeons were reported in somewhat low 
numbers, with one in New Brunswick, 4 in 
Nova Scotia, and 3 in Newfoundland. The 
annual Tufted Duck flotilla at St. John's, NF 
began with the arrival of 4 on 20 Oct, quickly 
rising to 10 by early Nov and remaining 
steady to the end of the period (m. ob.). The 
only other report in the Region was at Pem- 
broke L., Yarmouth, NS 26 Nov (MN). 
Hooded Mergansers numbers are virtually 
exploding as an autumn migrant in the 
Region. Numbers unheard of just five or 10 
years ago are being reported throughout New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia in Oct and Nov. 
Selected totals from Nova Scotia were: 125 at 

Haliburton Gut, Pictou 26 Oct (KM), 49 at 
Eel L., Yarmouth 9 Nov (Paul Gould), and 
200+ at Lanark, Antigonish 23 Nov (RL). It 
was not a big year for Ruddy Duck in the 
Region, but 10 at the Caraquet, NB sewage 
lagoon 20 Aug (BS) and 7 at Memramcook L., 
NB I Sep (Allan Clavette) were significant 
counts late-summer counts. 

Carefully identified Cooper's Hawks were 
at Brier I., NS 15 Sep (WP) and 15 Oct (EM). 
Scarce any where in the Region, a Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk was out of pface on Seal I., NS 18 
Sep (AL). One thousand Broad-winged 
Hawks over Brier 1., NS 18 Sep is one of the 
highest counts ever in the Region (MW). 
New Brunswick• first Swainsoh's Hawk was 

a beautifully photographed dark-morph bird 
at Waterside, Albert 10-11 Oct (ST et al.). A 
well-documented Crested Caracara roamed 

around Maltempec, Gloucester, NB during the 
last two weeks of Oct eating earthworms and 
grubs in farm fields (Frank Branch et al.). It 
was judged to be a subad. bird, perhaps 
adding credibility to it being a genuine 
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vagrant. However, it is generally conceded 
that Crested Camcaras far out of range are 
escapees. There were more than the usual Oct 
reports o[ Gyrlalcon in s. parts o[ the Region, 
none with details as per usual. Two imm. 
white-morph birds were on separate oil 
drilling platforms 200+ km ese. of St. John's, 
NF in late Nov. 

The only Sandhill Cranes reported were 
one at Aylesford, Kings, NS 24 Aug (Mike 
Boudreau) and one in Yarmouth, NS in late 
Oct (fide MN). 

SHOREBIRD$ THROUGH ALCIDS 
The largest concentration of American 
Golden-Plover was 350 resting on gravel bar 
at St. Vincents, NF beach in late Sep (DP). 
Semipalmated Plover is an abundant migrant 
through the Region, but astronomical counts 
were reported from Nova Scotia shorebird 
surveys, with 3850 at The Cape, C.S.I., NS 11 
Aug (BS, SS), 2850 at Crescent Beach 18 Aug 
(SF), and 3000+ at Cole Harbour 29 Aug 
(HT). The C.S.I. American Oystercatchers 
fledged 3 young, but one lost a wing, possibly 
due to collision with overhead wire; the oth- 
ers remained until 6 Oct (MN). The first 
American Avocet for St. Pierre et Miquelon 
was photographed at St. Pierre 11-12 Aug 
(PB, PA, LJ). A late Upland Sandpiper was at 
The Hawk, C.S.I., NS 26-28 Sep (MN et al.). 
An impressive 4500 Sanderlings were at C.S.I, 
NS 26 Sep and 27 Oct (JN). Most of the 
200,000 shorebirds roosting near Grand Pre, 
NS 8-9 Aug were Semipalmated Sandpipers 
(Donald Sam). It was a good season for 
Baird's Sandpipers, with flocks of up to 6 in 
New Brunswick and at least 32 individuals in 

Nova Scotia. Only 2 made it to Newfound- 
land. An ad. Curlew Sandpiper was at Daniris 
Head, C.S.I, NS 1 Aug (JN et al.). It was a 
good season for Stilt Sandpipers, with 17 in 
Nova Scotia and one as far e. as Newfound- 

land. It was also a fairly good season for Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers, with at least 4 in New 
Brunswick, 10 in Nova Scotia, and 14 in 
Newfoundland. Four Ruffs Regionwide was a 
little above recent autumn averages: singles 
were at Daniels Head, C.S.I., NS 8 Aug (JN), 
Dartmouth, NS 23-30 Nov (SF et al.), Cape 
FreeIs, NF 8 Sep (Kevin Butler), and St. 
John's, NF 23-25 Sep (Mike Parreenter et al.). 
There was a peak of 6125 Short-billed Dow- 
itchers at C.S.I., NS on 31Jul (BS, SS). Long- 
billed Dowitcher reports were one on the Eel 
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River Bar, NB 7 Oct (ST et at.), 2 at Malbaie 
Nord, Miscou I., NB 13 Oct (MD), 3 at C.S.1, 
NS 26 Sep (JN, MN), one on Brier I., NS 30 
Sep (EM et al.), and 2 at Morien Bar, Cape 
Breton I., NS 13 Oct (SM). 

Skua reports were numerous. Single South 
Polar Skuas were reported off Grand Marian 
I., NB 20 Aug and 5 Sep (Dudan Ingersoll), 
while reports of Great Skuas were more wide- 
spread: one 30 Aug (LM) and 17 Sep (Peter 
Wilcox) off Grand Marian l., NB; 2 on 4 Sep 
(JC) and one 15 Sep (WP) off Brier I., NS. Six 
unidentified skuas were noted flying past 
Cape Spear, NF in a gale 21 Sep (BM0. Single 
Laughing Gulls were at Brier I., NS l 7 Sep 
(MW), on Sable I., NS 29 Sep (ZL), and at 
Gaskiers, NF 7 Sep (IJ). Probably 3 Litfie 
Gulls, 2 first-winter birds and 2 ads., were 
seen around G.M.I., NB Oct--Nov (v. o.). 
The peak of Black-headed Gulls at St. John's 
was a typical 80 in Nov (BMt). Ad. Mew 
(Common) Gulls were at Barrington Passage, 
NS 2-3 Nov (JN, MN) and St. John's, NF 3-30 
Nov (BMt). A white-headed ad. Yellow- 
legged Gull was photographed at St. John's, 
NF landfill 12 Nov (BMt). Fourteen Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls found in Nova Scotia is a 

measure of the gradual increase of the species 
in the Region. At least 25 were in St. John's 
NF Sep--Nov (PL, BM0. The only location 
in the Region where Sabines Gull occurs with 
some regularity is Grand Marian I., NB where 
an ad. was present 11-16 Sep (ST et al.). 

Two Forster's Terns appeared at Conrads 
Beach, Halifax, NS 25-30 (Terry Paque0; the 
winter report will have more Forster's Terns. 
An exhausted Black Skimmer was found on a 

beach in Richmond, NS on 12 Sep, immediately 
after the passage of Hurricane Gustav (Billy 
Digout, fide BMy). High counts of Atlantic 
Puffin off Brier I., NS--e. g., 321 on 4 Sep 
(,JC)--refiect the species' growing breeding 
population in the Bay of Fundy (fide BMy). 

DOVES THROUGH WAXWINGS 
Twenty-five Mourning Doves at Wabush 30 
Sep was a very high count for Labrador 
(CD). The seasoffs White-winged Dove was 
at North Head, G.M.I, NB 29 Aug (Gilles 
Roux et at.). A big influx of Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo began in the 3rd week of Sep and 
continued through Oct, with 30+ in New 
Brunswick and at least 32 in Nova Scotia but 

only 3 in Newfoundland. It was a poor 
autumn for Snowy Owl, with only 6 reported 
across the Region. A fresh dead Long-eared 
Owl was a vagrant on Sable I., NS 9 Nov 
(ZL). Another dead owl of note was a Boreal 
Owl found at Soldiers Cove, Richmond, NS in 
mid-Nov (fide IM). The Region's 2nd Black- 
chinned Hummingbird was an imm. male at 
Dave Christies feeder at Mary• Pt., NB 26-31 
Oct. It was well documented with photo- 
graphs and observed by 90 people! For the 
first time in recent memory, not a single Red- 

headed or Red-bellied Woodpecker was 
reported in the Region. 

There were 5 Western Kingbirds Region- 
wide between late Aug and 12 Oct, with 2 
each in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia and 

one in Newfoundland, all typical totals. An 
ad. Fork-tailed Flycatcher was photographed 
at Grand Barachois, NB 19-20 Sep (ST et at.), 
and the first for St. Pierre et Miquelon was an 
ad. at Langlade 7-30 Oct (Denis Detcheberry 
et al.). Virtually extirpated from the Region as 
a breeder and migrant, a Loggerhead Shrike, 
nicely documented with photographs, was 
remarkable at Daniels Head, C.S.I., NS 19 Sep 
ON et al.). A surprising 8 White-eyed Vireos 
visited the Region, 3 in New Brunswick, 5 in 
Nova Scotia, all but one 1-23 Oct and all on 
southern coastlines except one at Miscou I., 
NB 12 Oct (RD). There were no reports of 
Yellow-throated Vireo. Unexpected was the 
late arrival of 30 Tree Swallows at both Hali- 

fax, NS (HT) and C.S.I., NS on 15 Nov, with 
some staying to the end of the month. An 
unprecedented autumn flock of 7 Purple 
Martins flew in off the ocean at Cape Spear, 
NF fighting a strong wind 21 Sep (BM0. Car- 
olina Wrens were present through the season 
at the North Head, G.M.I., NB breeding site. 
Another was present late Aug to Oct at 
Maders Cove, Lunenburg, NS (fide AH). More 
noteworthy were 2 at a Campbellton, NB 
feeder in mid-Oct (M•lina Maltais) and one 
at Fredericton, NB 7 Sep---5 Oct (PP). Sur- 
prising were 2 ad. and 2 recently fledged 
Sedge Wrens at Seal I., NS in early Sep, possi- 
bly representing a first breeding record of the 
province (FL et al.). Newfoundland's 5th 
Marsh Wren was near Cape Spear 15-20 Sep 
(DP). Totals for the under-reported Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher4 in New Brunswick, 8 in 
Nova Scotia, and one in Newfoundland-- 
were not too far off the former highs of the 
days before the mid-1990s. 

It was a fairly good autumn for Northern 
Wheatear: singles were on Sober I., Halifax. 
NS 23 Sep (KM), at Shag Harbour, Shelburne, 
NS 13-15 Nov (Terry Crowell et al.), and at 
Crystal Crescent Beach, Halifax, NS 24 Nov 
(very late; HT), while 2 were at St. Pierre. 
SPM 27 Sep (LJ). Nova Scotia's 4th Mountain 
Bluebird was a well-photographed female at 
C.S.I., NS 14-15 Nov ON et al.). Small flocks 
of Bohemian Waxwings began appearing in 
mid-Nov at scattered locations in the Region. 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES 
Although mos! complained about the lack of 
s. warblers straying to the Region, a 
respectable list was nevertheless achieved. 
Single Blue-winged Warblers were at Bancroft 
Pt, G.M.I., NB 10 Oct (BD) and Pointe-du- 
Chene, NB 8 Nov (ST), while a male Golden- 
winged Warbler was found at Miscou I., NB 
12 Oct (RD). Yellow-throated Warblers graced 
Cocagne, NB 4 Nov (fide DC), Riverview, NB 

in late Nov (ST et at.), Manuals, NF 31 Oct 
(PL), and St. John's, NF 17 Nov (DP), with a 
different bird at St. John's 23 Nov (AH). 
Prairie Warbler totals came to 5 in New 

Brunswick, 14+ in Nova Scotia, one in St. 
Pierre et Miquelon, and 6, including one until 
28 Nov, in Newfoundland. Cerulean Warbler 
was represented by a lone bird at Bear Cove 
Pt., NF 15 Sep (PL). Two Prothonotary War- 
blers turned up, one on Bon Portage I., NS 18 
Aug (Joan Czapalay) and one at St. Lawrence, 
Burin Pen., NF 27Jul (Gait & Norm Wilson). 
A Kentucky Warbler was found by a birding 
tour group on Kent I., NB 5 Septonly the 4th 
for province (Barry Zimmer, Marshall J. Iliff). 
Hooded Warbler was unusually numerous, 
with 5 in Nova Scotia (12 & 21 Sep, 13, 21 & 
22 Oc0 and 3 in Newfoundland (15 Sep, 2-3 
& 14 Oc0. Yellow-breasted Chats were 
numerous and under-reported, with rough 
totals of 20+ in New Brunswick, including the 
first in the n. Madawaska, 20+ in Nova Scotia, 
and 7 in Newfoundland. 

The only Summer Tanager was banded on 
Bon Portage I., NS 14 Oct (fide BMy). A female 
Eastern Towbee was rare in at Mobile, NF 10 
Nov (]]3, DB). Clay-colored Sparrows were in 
average numbers, with totals of 6 in New 
Brunswick, 5 in Nova Scotia, and 3 in New- 
foundland. Lark Sparrow totals were 3 in New 
Brunswick, 6 in Nova Scotia, and 2 in New- 
foundland. An imm. Le Conte's Sparrow was 
captured and photographed in the hand at the 
banding station on Bon Portage I., NS 13 Scp 
for the 4th provincial record (fide BMy). An 
imm. Golden-crowned Sparrow spent three 
days at a feeder at Lit fie Harbour, Shelburne, 
NS in the 3rd week of Oct (David Young). Blue 
Grosbeaks were scarce this season, with 4 in 
Nova Scotia and one in Newfoundland. Nova 

Scotia's 9th Painted Bunting was a male pho- 
tographed at a Clarke's Harbour feeder 22-25 
Nov (m. oh.). A low 14 Dickcissels were 
reported across the Region. The only Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was at Seal I., NS in early 
Scp. Finches were in low to moderate num- 
bers, with no irruptions of any species. 
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