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Alaska’s first Black-throated Blue Warbler was this
striking male at feeders around Tee Harbor, Juneau
from 22 November into December (here 1
December 2001); the nearest record is from south-
eastern Saskatchewan! Photograph by Ed Clark.

given the fair number of Pacific Coast fall records,
Black-throated Blue was anticipated in Alaska
someday. The season’s latest warblers lingered, as
usual, in S.E., with an Orange-crowned in
Ketchikan 13 Nov, 2 Yellow-rumpeds in Ketchikan
23 Nov, a single Common Yellowthroat near
Ketchikan 14 Oct (SCH), and one Wilson’s in
Juneau 12 Nov (PS, GVV).

Sparrows were well represented in observers’
reports, at least until the Nov high pressure cold
settled in. Rare offshore in S.E. were single
Chipping Sparrows at Ketchikan 23-25 Oct (JFK,
ph SCH) and Sitka 24 Nov (MET, MIW). The
Regioms first fall and 2nd ever migrant Brewet’s
Sparrow, an imm. showing some plumage sub-
tleties of taverneri, was attracted to Koerner’s
Ketchikan feeder 25-31 Oct (JFK, ph., 1SCH,
AWP) The species is known in Alaska only from
limited treeline willow habitats localized on the n.
flank of the Nutzotin Mts. in the e. Interior near
the Canadian border; a spring bird from Hyder is
the only prior record away from there. Rare
Bering Sea sparrows included & zaboria Fox
Sparrow from Gambell 22-25 Sep (vt. PEL, ND)
and a Lincoln’s there 26 Sep (vt. PEL, ND), a 2nd
for St Lawrence I. Seward always attracts interest-
ing late fall sparrows and this year produced yet
another White-throated 24 Nov and a less com-
mon Harris’s the same day in a different junco
flock (NS, RLS, TT). S.E. White-throateds were
above the usual one to 2, with 2 in Juneau 15-24
Oct (PS, LD) and at least 5 in Ketchikan 1 Oct-30
Nov+ (JFK, SCH, AWP). One of Gambell’s big
lughlights was what was probably a single Little
Bunting in the middens 19-24 Sep (YPEL, ND).
All but one of the Region’s half dozen reports are
from the Bering Sea, mainly from Gambell, in Sep.
A clean winter ad. McKay’s Bunting at Gambell 22
Sep (ND, vt. PEL) provided one of few migrant or
dispersal dates to w. coast wintering areas.
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MacIntosh submitted excellent documenta-
tion of an imm. Black-headed Grosbeak that
spent 27-28 Oct feeding in Rubus thickets in his
Kodiak yard (ph., TRAM). This is the latest of the
three fall Alaska records, the first of which was in
mid-Sep from Middleton I. (e. of Kodiak in the
North Gulf). Bramblings were scarce, especially
given the Bering Sea coverage, with a few at
Shemya 9 Sep-13 Oct (CS, MS), one in Juneau
19-22 Oct (PS, BA, GVV), and at least 4 from
Gambell middens 17-26 Sep (TJD, vt. PEL, ND).
The only significant finch reports included an at-
sea male Red Crossbill from St. Paul I. 19-23 Aug
(vt., TPEL; ST PAUL), about the 5th for the
Pribilofs, a rare St. Lawrence 1. record of Pine
Siskin at Gambell 26 Sep (ph. DC), and a very
rare W. Aleutian Pine Siskin from Shemya 8 Oct
(CS, MS*).
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J ate, late, late are three words that best

describe the fall migration in the Region
The weather remained unusually mild right up
until the first winter cold snap (in the last week
of November), and snowpacks were naturally
minimal until the cold weather hit. By the end
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of the period, it became obvious that quite a
few birds were lingering north longer than
usual, yielding some surprisingly late sightings
(Table 1). There were three additions to the
provincial checklist: Whip-poor-will, Fork-
tailed Flycatcher, and Prothonotary Warbler.
A longer version of the present report is avail-
able from the Regional Editor by email.

Abbreviations: Chichester (Chichester Bird
Sanctuary, Kelowna), C.I.P. (Cottonwood L
Park, P G.); ES.R. (Forest Service Road);
NRPS (Northern Raptor Preservation
Society, P.G.); O.M.P (Okanagan Mountain
Park, Kelowna); O.W.L. (Orphaned Wild Life,
PG), PG. (Prince George); Q.C.I. (Queen
Charlotte Islands); R.P.B.O (Rocky Point Bird
Observatory s. Vancouver I.); Whse.
(Whaitehorse, Yukon).

LOONS THROUGH HERONS

Single Yellow-billed Loons, rare in the Region,
were 1n White Rock 4-18 Nov (JL, RTo, MiM,
JO), Schwatka L. in Whse. 17 Oct-5 Nov (CE,
HG), Lewes Marsh, Yukon 20 Nov (Juk]),
Union Pt. 29 Oct-18 Nov (GLM), O.M.P. 6 Oct
(the only ad.; HV,TF), and near Little R. on the
e coast of Vancouver 1. 29 Oct-18 Nov (NH).
Rare in inside waters, a Fork-tailed Storm-
Petrel was seen from the Tsawwassen ferry 7
Sep (MTo, KeK, KrK). Eared Grebes very rarely
wander as far as the w. coast of Vancouver I;
one seen from Stubbs 1., near Tofino 17 Sep
(AD) furnished the 3rd local record. Western
Grebe, 1n decline in the Region, made a poor
showing in the interior, with only 47 birds on
Eaglet L 26 Sep-24 Oct (LL, SK). There were
no notable concentrations in the s. interior
where, 1n the recent past, thousands could be
counted Singles were good finds at L. Laberge,
Yukon 26 Sep (BD, HG) and Swan L., Peace R.
31 Oct (MP).

Rare along the s. coast, a single American
White Pelican was seen 12 Nov at the N.
Vancouver Sea Bus Station (AB). A Brown
Pelican in the water channel at Vancouver’s
Planetarium was a comical sight 23 Oct (J1,
RTo, MTo, MiM, ph.). A pelagic trip off Tofino
20 Aug produced more than 100 Pink-footed
Shearwaters, the most common shearwater
>30 km offshore (AD). Rarely seen from shore,
a Leach’s Storm-Petrel was at Stubbs I. and
Tofino Harbour 15 Sep (AD). A high count of
73 Great Blue Herons 6 Aug (AD) at Tofino

was heartening inasmuch as the coastal sub-.

spectes 15 considered threatened. Single Great
Blue Herons, rare in the Yukon, were seen at
the confluence of the Little and Big Rancheria
Rivers 28 Aug (KR, MR) and 55 km w. of
Watson L. 2 Sep (TMK). In the Peace R. area,
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Table 1. Summary of local and area record-late sightings
Species Date Location Observer(s)
Eared Grebe 24-25 QOct Fort Nelson MGS
Gadwall (8 birds) 25 Oct Fort Nelson MGS
Harlan’s Hawk 26 Oct Fort Nelson MGS
Sandhill Crane 22 Nov Vanderhoof RR
Semipalmated Plover 11-22 Oct Whse. CE, HG
Baird’s Sandpiper 4-18 Oct Whse. CE, HG
Spotted Sandpiper 8 Oct Whse. CE, PS
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 14-23 Oct Whse. CE, HG
16-24 Nov lona S.T.P. m. ob.
Sabine’s Gull 6-28 Oct Kelowna SK, LL
Black Swift 22 Nov Vancouver CG
Vaux’s Swift 21 Nov Nanaimo GLM (1)
Hammond’s Flycatcher 6 Oct Lake Laberge, Yukon CE
Barn Swallow 16-17 Nov Eaglet L., P.G. SK, LL, CA
American Pipit 20 Nov P.G. NK
Philadelphia Vireo 5 Nov Eaglet L., P.G. SK, LL (f; %)
Black-throated Green Warbler 16 Nov PG. MAi (;*)
Townsend’s Warbler 20 Oct Whse. CE
* = first local record

2 were at the Dawson Cr. airport 17 Aug (JF)
and singles at Dawson Cr. 30 Aug (JF) and
Pouce Coupe R. 22 Oct (PB).

Following their good showing this summer,
Great Egrets staged an unprecedented invasion
into the province. Fifteen years ago, there were
no interior autumn records; this year, at least
17 materialized, mostly on Vancouver 1. The
most notable were singles at Tofino 27 Aug-4
Sep (AD, MC) and Nanaimo R. Estuary 6-30
Sep (GLM). Cattle Egrets likewise made their
best showing since the fall of 1992, with at least
32 birds reported, mostly singles scattered
across the s. half of the province, the first being
at Giscome 19 Aug (MA). The peak count was
at Kelowna—up to 8 birds present 12-21 Nov
(CC, m. ob.)—while a late one was in McBride
18 Nov (ES, EG). There are only a handful of
interior records of Green Heron, and none
after Aug, so the imm. bird found on Scout L.,
Williams L. was astounding 12-27 Oct (KA,
PR, AR).

WATERFOWL THROUGH FALCONS

A hybrid Greater White-fronted x Canada
Goose was at Salmon Arm 18 Nov (DGC). A
presumed hrota Brant of the Pacific form
(Gray-bellied Brant) was present in Kamloops
6-12 Nov (RH, SR, WW). The world popula-
tion of this form stands at just 7000, and.
almost all birds winter in Skagit County,
Washington, though small numbers find their
way to British Columbia’s lower mainland (FC,

pers. comm.). Canada Geese were noted to be
very late in the Peace R. area 17 Nov (MP)

Waterfowl numbers at the Whse. lagoons were
dominated by American Wigeon (up to 2500
in Sep) and Northern Shoveler (up to 1000 1n
Aug; CE, HG). An albino Northern Shoveler
was a striking sight at the Whse. lagoons 23
Aug (BD, CE, HG). Noteworthy Gadwall
observations from the Whse. sewage lagoons
included an ad. female with one small duckling
9 Aug (CE; the 2nd confirmed breeding record
for the Yukon and the first for Whse.), an ad

female with 7 young 1 Sep (CE), and a record
count of 44 on 18 Oct (CE, HG). Casual on the
Region’s coast, an ad. male Smew was offshore
from the Little R. ferry terminal n. of Comox,
Vancouver 1. 15 Nov (PiG), the first report 1n
10 years and the province’s 7th record if
accepted.

A juv. Osprey was late at Inkaneep PP 20
Oct (DGC). A leucistic Cooper’s Hawk was at
R.PB.O. 8 Sep (DA). The pair of Swamson’s
Hawks suspected of nesting at Rolla was last
seen 26 Aug (MP, JF). Another Swainson’s fol-
lowed a hay tractor near Fort St. James during
the first two weeks of Aug (RR), and 2 dark-
morph birds were near Dawson 8 Sep (GB,
MBr). The migration route of Golden Eagles
along the Canadian section of the Rockies has
become well known since its discovery a
decade ago. At Pine Pass, 316 were counted 1-
3 Oct (SK, LL). Only 6 Peregrine Falcons were
reported away from the coast this season
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This juvenile Hudsonian Godwit was found on 7
September 2001 by Chris Charlesworth at
Salmon Arm, British Columbia. It provided a first
local record for the species, which is a casual
visitor to the southern interior of the province.
Photograph by Donald G. Cecile.

SHOREBIRDS

Regular checks of the Whse. sewage lagoons
turned up a remarkable 26 shorebird species.
Highlights here included this season’s only
reported Black-bellied Plover 28 Sep (HG) in
the Yukon; the Yukon’s first fall records of
Pacific Golden-Plover (all juv.), a single 2 Sep
(HG), 2 on 7-8 Sep (CE), and 3 on 12 Sep (CE);
and s. Yukon’s first fall record of Red Knot, a juv.
22-24 Aug (TL; HG, YBC; CE). A very late
Killdeer was feeding between ice patches on the
Yukon R. in Whse, 27 Oct (CE). Single juv.
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were at the Whse.
lagoons 1 (CE; BD, HG) & 7-8 Sep (CE). An
incredible 23 shorebird species were at Sandspit
Airport, Q.C.L 3 Sep (MH, PH}, among them: 3
American and 9 Pacific Golden-Plovers, 3
Marbled Godwits, one Sharp-tailed, one Buff-
breasted, 2 Upland, and 123 Pectoral
Sandpipers (highest tally for the islands), and
the islands’ 4th Ruff followed by the 5th, a juv. 8
Oct (CCu, MH, GH, PH). A concerted effort to
find golden-plovers in Tofino yielded up to 15
fulva, 2 dominica, and 7 unidentified birds (AD
et al.). Pacific Golden-Plovers peaked with 7 at
the Long Beach Airport 26 Oct (AD); an early
but unidentified golden-plover was at Tofino 3
Aug (PY).

A late Greater Yellowlegs was at Salmon Arm
10 Nov (DGC). A pair of Upland Sandpipers
was located at Tranquille Pond, Kamloops 15
Sep (tLoR), and a single was at Boundary Bay
9-10 Aug (L] et al.). A juv. Hudsonian Godwit
was at Salmon Arm 7-22 Sep (CC, DG, ph.}, a
first local record. A juv. Bar-tailed Godwit tan-
talized birders when it was found just s. of the
border in Blaine, WA, but it crossed the border
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25 Sep (RS), where it was seen at Peace Arch
Beach Park. A juv. Surfbird, the first ever
recorded in the British Columbia interior, was
at Salmon Arm 7-8 Sep (CC, DGC, ph.) along
with 17 other shorebird species. An amazing
tally of 10,360 Sanderlings—more than double
the Region’s highest count ever and a very high
count for the Pacific coast anywhere—was
made between Tow Hill and Rose Spit, Q.C.I. A
basic-plumaged ad. White-rumped Sandpiper
was found at Tona I. 22 Sep (DP, RTo, MTo et
al.), one of only a handful of records there. A
juv. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was at Tofino
Airport 24 Oct (AD), and 2 juvs. furnished a
first local record in Salmon Arm 7-8 Sep (CC,
DGC, ph.). Single Buff-breasted Sandpipers
were at Drummond L., Riske Cr. 11 Aug
(CKo)—the only previous Cariboo sighting was
from this same lake—and Tofino 5 Aug (PY,
MBe). A juv. Ruff was reported from Boundary
Bay 4 Aug (Vancouver RBA). A fallout of
Common Snipe occurred 26 Oct, when 133
were flushed at the Long Beach Airport (AD).

JAEGERS THROUGH NIGHTJARS

A Parasitic Jaeger was very late at Jona’s s. Jetty
4 Nov (RTo, MiM). Franklin’s Gulls are very
rare along the s. coast. Two first-basic birds
were very late in Mission 17 Nov (TM), while a
series of juvs. was seen at Williams L.: one there
25 Aug, 5 there 29 Aug, and one 24 Sep (PR,
SH). The only s. interior sightings were of a
molting juv. in Vernon 29 Sep (DGC) and a
single at Burton, Kootenays 16 Sep (GD). Very
rare along the s. coast, an ad. Little Gull was at
Nile Cr. 27 Oct (NH, JE, AM). Mew Gulls are
more often seen in spring in the cen. interior,
but an ad. was off C.I.P. 31 Oct (LL). Single juv.
California Gulls were noted at the Whse. land-
fill 17 & 30 Aug (CE). An Iceland Gull was
present in Vernon 10-24 Nov (DGC ph.). An
ad. Black-legged Kittiwake seen 60 km nw. of
Herschel 1. 13 Sep (BMT) provided a rare
Yukon record. R.P.B.O had a Black-legged
Kittiwake 12 Aug (DA), the first Aug record for
the Victoria checklist area. The best Sabine’s
Gull show in the interior since 1996 involved
20 birds, with at least 5 at Williams L. 25 Aug-
19 Sep, while Eaglet L. in the P.G. area was vis-
ited by a juv. 2 Sep (SK, NK, LL), MacDonald
Cr. (15 km s. of Nakusp on Arrow L.) hosted an
imm. 23 Sep. (GD), and Penticton had a single
bird 3 Oct (LN). Three others were off O.M.P.
6-28 Oct (HV, CC, m. ob.).

A juv Common Tern at Rose Spit, Q.C.1. 10
Aug provided a first record for the islands
(MH, ph.; BH, PH). Arctic Terns, rarely seen
from shore, turned up at Dixon Entrance off
Masset, Q.C.I 27 Aug (11 birds; PH, BOH) and
on Long Beach 16 Sep (one bird; RTo, ph.). A

Black Tern at Clover Pt., Victoria 17 Sep (DA)
was a very good find. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo
was a remarkable find in Bella Coola 18 Aug
(CKo)—one of only a handful of modern
records for the Region.

The young Northern Hawk Owl found near
Chief L. in Jun and rehabilitated at O.W.L. in
Delta was returned to P.G. and released 6 Sep
(NRPS et al.). Two were seen near Fort Nelson
19 Oct (TTr, JH), one was near the w. end of
Pine Pass 19 Nov (JBo), and one at
Springhouse, Williams L. 11 Aug (Jufe). A
remarkable 8 hawk owls were tallied in the
vicinity of Whse. through Nov (m. ob.). Unlike
last year, the taiga population of this species
stayed north. Providing a first provincial
record was a decomposing Whip-poor-will
found at Amphitrite Point, Ucluelet 5 Nov
(BMc). The wings and tail were salvaged and
sent for possible subspecific identification 14
Nav (AD).

HUMMINGBIRDS THROUGH PIPITS

A very rare visitor to the cen. interior, an
Anna’s Hummingbird was in Smithers 20 Nov
(fidle BMa). A female-type Rufous
Hummingbird was an exciting find in Whse -
Riverdale 17-18 Sep (MBo, KM). Calliope
Hummingbirds are very rare on Vancouver I
and are unheard of in the fall, thus the juv. at
Englishman R. Estuary, Parksville 8 Sep
(TGLM) was exceptional. One of the most elu-
sive birds in the province, a White-headed
Woodpecker was discovered foraging in the
Ponderosa Pine woods e. of Oliver, s
Okanagan 8 Aug (DTy). By 12 Sep, a male and
2 females were found and videotaped near this
same location (GT, TTe et al.). On 20 Oct, a
female was seen and a 2nd bird was heard
nearby (DGC).

A late active nest of Gray Flycatcher was
noted 4 Aug near Oliver, s. Okanagan (TE, JV)
An Ash-throated Flycatcher was discovered at
Beach Grove Park in Tsawwassen 13 Oct (m
ob.) and remained for several days. Tropical
Kingbirds were back this year, with the first
sighting near Ucluelet 14-15 Oct (+BSl)
Tofino, the Tropical Kingbird Capital of
Canada, had singles in town 16 Oct (AD), at
Chesterman Beach 18-19 Oct (AD), and again
in town 21 Oct (AD). The latest report was of
2 on 27 Oct at Carmannah Pt. on the w. coast
of Vancouver I. {Victoria RBA). A provincial
first, an ad. Fork-tailed Flycatcher was found
by a visiting birder in Penticton, s. Okanagan 8
Sep (1BL). Continuing the late theme this sea-
son was a Violet-green Swallow at Kokanee Cr
Park 30 Oct (RW) and a CIiff Swallow at Alkali
L.21 Oct (SH, PR).

There was not a large movement of Steller’s
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This photograph of one of two juvenile Sharp-tailed Sandpipers at Salmon Arm, British Columbia was
taken 7 September 2001; Sharp-tailed is a rare visitor to the interior of the province. Photograph by
Donald G. Cecile.

and Blue Jays this fall. Notable sightings of
Blue Jays included singles at Fort St. James 1
Oct-10 Nov {PGa), Quesnel 19-21 Oct (AP),
PG. 22 Oct (LL), Willowbrook, sw. Okanagan
Falls 20 Oct {fide DCa), Lavington 19 Nov+
(PaMc), Wynndel 2 Oct (MAB), Kaslo 8 Oct-4
Nov (DRi), Robson 17 Oct-6 Nov (EB), North
Saanich 27-28 Oct {Victoria RBA), and Comox
18 Oct-27 Nov (fide NH), with 2 present on
the latter date. Mountain Bluebirds, rare on the
w coast of Vancouver L., were at Tofino airport
25 Nov (4 birds; RP). Almost an annual event,
a Red-throated Pipit was found in the cen.
Saanich bulb fields on Vancouver 1., the 5th
record at this site, 17 Oct (KT).

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES

Tennessee Warblers are very rare in the s. inte-
rior, yet 2 singles were found: at Chichester 20-
24 Sep (CC) and in Rutland, a neighborhood
of Kelowna, 9 Oct (window-kill; CC). A late
Nashville Warbler was at Williams L. 18 Oct
(PR). Oct sightings of Yellow Warblers in
Tofino, almost an annual event, came 16 & 31
Oct (AD). A late Yellow-rumped Warbler was
eating soapberries at Shadow L., near
Whitehorse 29-31 Oct (DRu, SR). An
Audubon’s Warbler provided a rare fall record
at Marsh L. 8 Nov (Juk]}. On the 15 Sep
pelagic trip out of Ucluelet, a remarkable
Blackpoll Warbler followed the boat to shore
through the dense fog, all the while remaining
arrborne and avoiding swooping California
Gulls (RTo, JF, m. ob.). Remarkably, another
imm. Blackpoll was discovered in Beachgrove,
Tsawwassen 9 Sep (RFox, JF, RTo et al.).
Only rarely seen in the cen. interior, a
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Black-and-white Warbler was along the
Bowron ES.R. 28 Aug (LL, SK). The highlight
from the Columbia R.-Revelstoke Migration
Monitoring Station was undoubtedly the
Connecticut Warbler banded 12 Sep (JaJ, ph).
Measurements taken indicate it was a hatch-
year female. Mourning Warblers are rarely
encountered away from the ne. corner of the
province, so the ad female banded in
Mackenzie 8 Aug (J], AR et al.) was a good find.
Single Wilson’s Warblers were very late in P.G.
7 & 20 Nov (LW, CKe). New for the provincial
checklist was a window-killed male
Prothonotary Warbler in downtown Victoria
16 Nov (SF).

Very rare in the s, Okanagan, a female Rose-
breasted Grosbeak was at Chichester 23 Aug
(CC, tRyT). A late Lincoln’s Sparrow appeared
at a downtown Whse. feeder 27 Oct and
remained through Nov but apparently suc-
cumbed to the cold shortly thereafter (HG).
Harris’s Sparrows only rarely appear on the w.
coast of Vancouver I. One individual was pres-
ent 30 Nov-2 Dec (JW, AD) and possibly a dif-
ferent individual spent 14-16 Nov in Ucluelet
(BSI). A female Rusty Blackbird was a rare
sight in Nanaimo, on the e. side of Vancouver
I., 28 Nov (GLM). The male Great-tailed
Grackle first noted in May 2000 continues to
be found near fast food outlets in Kelowna,
cen. Okanagan. Common Grackles are casual
to very rare away from the ne. corner of the
province: a single in Nakusp 15 Sep (GD) pro-
vided a rare Kootenay record and a single in
Port Clements, Q.C.I. 12-23 Nov (ALo, BL,
PH) furnished a first record for this archipela-

go.

British Columbia-Yukon

Common Redpolls began appearing in late
Oct in small flocks in the s. interior and else-
where; no huge flocks were seen in the cen
interior. The fall of 2000 produced much larg-
er numbers in the interior, but the birds were
more widespread in 2001, with small numbers
showing up throughout the lower mainland
and Vancouver L., where they are rarely found
Some flocks in the lower mainland were even
larger than those reported from the s. interior
A few of the many significant sightings includ-
ed 60 at Five Mile L. near Mayo 5 Aug (PS), 5
near Qualicum Bay, and a single at Deep Bay
19 Nov (GLM).
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