Ohl, Carolyn Ohl-Kolb, Tom Painting, Jim
Paton (JPa); David Phalen (DPh), Barrett
Pierce (BPi), Randy Pinkston, Ross
Rasmussen, James Ray, Eddie Ray (ERy),
Walter Reinhard WaR), Liston Rice, Van &
Nancy Robinson, George Russell, Mike Ryan
(MRy), Dave Sarkozi (DSa), Sally Ann Satagaj,
Monty Schoenhals (MoS), Marcy Scott (MSc),
Rosemary Scott (RSc), Willie Sekula {Central
Texas: 7063 Co. Rd. 228, Falls City, TX 78113-

2627. email: wsekula®@the-cia.net), Chuck
Sexton, Ken Seyffert (Panhandle: 2206 S.
Lipscomb, Amarillo, TX 79109), Cliff
Shackelford (CSh), Ronn Smith (RSm), Aletha
Snowden, John Sproul, Jim Stevenson (JSt),
Byron Stone (ByS), Rose Marie Stortz, Tom
Taroni, Don Verser (DVe), Darrell Vollert
(DVo), Peggy Wallace, Richard Webster (RiW),
Ron Weeks (Rwe; U.T.C.: 110 Indian Warrior,
Lake Jackson, TX 77566. email: igarapet@bra-

zosport.cc.tx.us), Don White (DWh), Matt
White (MWh) (N.C. Texas: 882 Hwy 50,
Campbell, TX 75422, email
mkwhite@903internet.com), John Whittle
(JWh), Sue Wiedenfeld, Dan & Shirley
Wilkerson, Jennifer Wilson (JW1i), David Wolf,

Jimmy Zabriskie, Barry Zimmer. z

Idaho-Western Montana

T F;\R,-»

David Trochlell
1931 Tallwood Lane
Boise, Idaho 83706
(dirochle@qwest.net)

he summer of 2001 brought normal to

slightly above-normal temperatures and
precipitation to the Region. Unfortunately,
rainfall was poorly distributed, with storms
tracking mainly through northern parts, leav-
ing large areas of southern Idaho critically dry.
A surprising snowstorm that hit western
Montana in early to mid-June was the weath-
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er event of the season, dumping up to 15 inch-
es of wet snow, that caused considerable dam-
age to trees and disrupted nesting birds across
an extensive area. The summer rains did little
to reverse the trend of declining lakes and
reservoirs that was set in motion by last win-
ter’s deficient snowpack. The inevitable draw-
down of these inadequately filled impound-
ments resulted in significant nest abandon-
ment by waterbirds but provided expansive
mudflats that attracted more than usual num-
bers of migrating shorebirds.

It was a very exciting summer, with new
nesting records added for Northern Hawk

Owl and Clay-colored Sparrow in Idaho and
Black-necked Stilt in western Montana. Just as
interesting were rare bird highlights that
included the Region’s first Eastern Towhee
and second Yellow-throated Warbler.

Abbreviations: A ER. (American Falls Res., by
American Falls, Idaho); Camas (Camas
N.W.R., Jefferson, ID); Lee Metcalf (Lee
Metcalf N.W.R., Ravalli, MT); 1.B.O. (Idaho
Bird Observatory at Lucky Peak, near Boise,
ID); Market L. (Market Lake W.M.A,
Jefferson, ID).

LOONS THROUGH MURRELETS
A breeding-plumaged Pacific Loon that stayed
in Bonner, ID until at least 16 Jun (LH, CS)
provided a rare summer record. American
White Pelicans were unusually plentiful in s
Idaho, and good numbers were reported n. of
typical range: 8 showed up in Boundary, ID 2
Jul (PC), one stopped in Nez Perce, ID 11-12
Jul (KC), and about 20 stayed in Lake, MT
(DC) throughout the period. Waders also
strayed n., including single Great Egrets near
Whitefish, MT 5 Jun (BT) and at Lee Metcalf
9-27 Jul (WT), and a Green Heron at Lee
Metcalf 4 Jul (CK). An apparent. summering
Snow Goose at A.ER. 13 Jul (BD) was note-
worthy. Harlequin Ducks made news in both
states: one strayed to Coeur d’Alene L,
Kootenai, ID 24 Jun (SL), and a female with
hatchlings near Missoula, MT (MCo) 8 Jul
provided the 2nd local breeding record in 30+
years. A Long-tailed Duck that showed up n
Flathead 20-27 Jul (DC, BR) represented a
2nd summer record for Montana.

A “Harlan’s” Red-tailed Hawk in Madison,
MT 2 Jun (MB, JP) was at least a month late

NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS



Up to 8 Black-necked Stilts summered and
fledged young in Flathead (BR), furnishing w.
Montana’s long-anticipated first nesting
record. Sadly, Idaho’s only reported Upland
Sandpiper was in Bonner 6 Jun (BB); they
appear to be dangerously close to extirpation
in the Gem State. The best shorebirds of the
period were a Whimbrel near Missoula, MT 1
Jun (LW), a very early Stilt Sandpiper at A.ER.
28-29 Jun (DCl, CT), and a Short-billed
Dowitcher in Flathead, MT 31 Jul (BR).
Unlike in recent years, a Franklin’s Gull seen at
Mann L., ID 3 Jun (KSo) was the only one
reported n. of expected range in se. Idaho.
Both rare and a bit late was an ad. Arctic Tern
that graced A.ER. 18-25 Jun (DCl, CT). An
incredible sighting of an Ancient Murrelet on
a remote section of the Middle Fork of the
Salmon R., Valley and Lemhi, 26 Jul (MH)
provided Idaho’s 5th record.

DOVES THROUGH FLYCATCHERS

Up to 3 Eurasian Collared-Doves continued
near American Falls, ID throughout the peri-
od (CT), although no nesting was reported.
Yellow-billed Cuckoos are one of Idaho’s most
endangered birds, but surprising numbers
were reported this season. Up to 4 were dis-
covered in Blaine 24 Jun (DT), and singles
were found in Idaho Falls 25 Jun (K]),
Bingham 19 Jul (JT), Boise 11 Jul (CSy),
Canyon 14 Jul (CSy), and Jefferson 9 Jul (CW).
A ground-nesting Flammulated Owl with
fledglings found in a burned forest near
Darby, MT 15 Jun (KS) was likely unprece-
dented. One of the major highlights of the
season was the discovery of a pair of Northern
Hawk Owls with fledglings at a remote moun-
tain lake in Boundary 12 Jul (ph. LB, EC, MCr)
that provided Idaho’s first nesting record. An
out-of-range Broad-tailed Hummingbird that
frequented feeders near Bozeman, MT in early
Jun (JP, R&RW) was newsworthy.

Two Alder Flycatchers were found in
Flathead, MT 10 Jun (DC), where they are less
than annual migrants. Idaho’s very local Least
Flycatchers were reported at expected loca-
tions in Boundary, Camas, and Jefferson
throughout the period, but others in Adams
10 Jun (DT), Custer 18 Jun (HR), and
Minidoka 22 Jun (SB) were much more
unusual. Idaho’s 10th  Pacific-slope
Flycatcher was captured 23 Jul at 1.B.O. (JC),
where all records of this enigmatic species
have been made. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
found near Three Forks 10 Jun (BP) was
Montana’s 11th.

JAYS THROUGH GRACKLES

Blue Jays are now considered common resi-
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dents in Kalispell, MT (DC), but one near
Bozeman, MT 22 Jun (JP) was very unusual. A
Purple Martin in Broadwater, MT 29 Jul
(R&RW) was the Region’s first report in many
years. Northern Mockingbirds were unusual-
ly scarce in Idaho; 2 in Bingham 14 Jul (JTu)
were the only reports. It was an outstanding
season for rare Parulidae. The lineup of best
warblers included a Tennessee Warbler in
Boundary, ID 6 Jun (DD), Idaho’s 4th
Northern Parula at Market L. 8 Jun (GR),
Idaho’s 10th Magnolia Warbler in Moscow 10
Jun (CS), Idaho’s 2nd Yellow-throated
Warbler in Fremont 18 Jun (1DCIl, ph. CW), a
Black-and-white Warbler in Bingham, ID 11
Jun (DM), and single Ovenbirds at Camas 2
Jun (M], DT) and near Bozeman, MT 7 Jun
(JP). Apparently, Idaho’s Rose-breasted
Grosbeak “invasion” continued past the spring
season, with singles found in Oneida 2—-28 Jun
(IS) and near Boise 9—14 Jun (D&EF, m. ob.),
and a pair in Jefferson 10 Jun (TK).

The bird of the season was the Region’s first
Eastern Towhee at Market L. 3—4 Jun (D&EF,
m. ob.). Also exciting was the discovery of a
pair of Clay-colored Sparrows with nestlings
in Bonner 15 Jul (DD, m. ob.) that provided
Idaho’s first nesting record. Idaho’s Great-
tailed Grackle numbers were the lowest in at
least three years, with sightings of 5 that
included a fledgling at the resident colony in
Marsing, Owyhee, 1D 20 Jul (RLR, DT) and a
male near A.ER. 20 Jul (CT). Idaho Common
Grackles were observed in Bingham and
Fremont, where they are rare but now expect-
ed, but singles at Camas 2 Jun (DT) and in
Boise 25 Jun (MC) were more unusual.

Contributors (subregional editors in bold-
face): IDAHO: Larry Barnes, Bob Bond, Steve
Bouffard, Jay Carlisle, Keith Carlson, Pat Cole,
Earl Chapin, Darren Clark (DCl), Marty
Collar (MCr), Mark Collie (MC), Bob Davis,
Dean DiTommaso, Kas Dumroese, Dave and
Elise Faike, Mace Hack, Lisa Hardy, Karen
Jones, Marlin Jones, Tracey King, Merlene
Koliner, Steve Lindsay, Joe Lipar, Dale Miller,
Greg Rice, Hadley Roberts, Joel Sauder, Kari
Sorenson (KSo), Shirley Sturts, Colleen
Sweeney (CSy), Charles Swift (CS), Joel
Tinsley (JT), David Trochlell, Chuck Trost,
Jim Turner (JTu), Cliff Weisse, Poo Wright-
Pulliam. MONTANA: Mike Becker, Dan
Casey (DC), Michel Colville (MCo), Craig
Kuchel, Jeff Marks, John Parker (JP), Jeff
Pentel (JPe), Bob Peterson, Bob Rost, Don
Skaar, Kristina Smucker (KS), Bruce
Tannehill, Wayne Tree, Larry Weeks, Robin &

Richard Wolcott. Z

Two WAYS
TO GIVE
TO ABA

1 Give at the Office

Many companies will match
your monthly or payroll
deduction gifts as well as
your annual gifts to ABA.
Just obtain a copy of your
company’s Matching Gift
Application form from your
personnel office, fill it out,
and send it to ABA.

2 Ask your

Employer to ‘
Match Your Gift

Take advantage of this easy
way to give to ABA conser-
vation and education pro-
grams. Give us a call and
we'll check to see if your
employer is on our list of
nearly 6,000 companies
with matching gift programs,

- 800/850-2473

or write to us at:
ABA Development
PO Box 6599
Colorado Springs, CO 80934
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