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Jan 28 to Feb 9. Winter Wonders o f Japan 
Huge concentrations of cranes, eagles & geese; Asian specials; with Chris Cook & Tetsuji Hidaka 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 

USED IN THE REGIONAL 

REPORTS 

Abbreviations used 

iu place names 

In most regions, place names given in ital- 
ic type are 'counties. Other abbreviations: 
A. EB. Air Force Base 

B.B.S. Breeding Bird Survey 
C.B.C. Christmas Bird Count 

Cr. Creek 

Ft. Fort 

Hwy Highway 
I. Island or Isle 

Is. Islands or Isles 

Jct. Junction 

kxn kilometer(s) 
L. Lake 

mi mile (s) 
Mt. Mountain or Mount 

Mrs. Mountains 

N.E National Forest 

N.M. National Monument 

N.P. National Park 

N.W.R. National Wildlife Refuge 
EE Provincial Park 

Pen. Peninsula 

Pt. Point (not Port) 
R. River 

Ref. Refuge 
Res. Reservoir (not 

Reservation) 

S.E State Park 

Twp. Township 

W.M.A. Wildlife Management 
Area 

W.T.E (Waste) Water Treatment 

Pond(s) or Plant 

Other abbreviations 

and symbols referring to birds: 

ad. (ads.) adult(s) 
imm. immature 

juv. (juvs.) juvenal; juvenile(s) 

ph. photographed 
sp. (spp.) species (plural) 
subad. (subads.) subadult(s) 

tape audio tape-recorded 
v.t. videotaped 
t written details were 

submitted for a sighting 
* a specimen was collected 

How to Read 

the Regional Report 
irds have no respect for range maps. Bird distribu- 
tion in North America is constantly changing, as 

birds expand their ranges into new areas, disappear 
from former strongholds, or alter their patterns of 
migration. 

Our knowledge of bird distribution is also chang- 
ing constantly, as discoveries continue to come in. 
Keeping up with all these developments is a challenge 
for omithologists, conservationists, and birders. 

The Regional Reports, published four times a year, 
contain a wealth of information about North 

America's dynamic birdlife. When seeing the reports 
for the first time, they might appear difficult or tech- 
nical, but they are not; anyone with any birding expe- 
rience will find the reports easy to understand. We 
invite you to read the report from your area of the 
continent; we predict that the information there will 
alternately surprise you and confirm your ideas about 
birdlife in your region. To help you get started, here 
are answers to some questions that may occur to first- 
time readers. 

What kind of information is included? 

Do the Regional Editors just report everything 
that's reported to them? 
Regional Editors do not report every sighting of 
every bird. Such a list would be huge, unwiddy, and 
not very useful. Instead, they solicit reports from as 
many observers as possible, screen the records for 
accuracy, choose those that are most significant, look 
for trends and patterns of occurrence, connect 
scattered bits of information, and ultimately come 
up with a concise, readable summary of the real bird 
news--the important arian events and trends of the 
season throughout their region. 

Why are there so many abbreviations in the 
text?. 

We abbreviate some frequently-used words and 
phrases to save space. Most of these are easy to 
understand and remember. (See the list of abbrevia- 
tions at the end of this section.) In addition to these 
standard abbreviations, some Regional Editors use 
shortened versions of the names of some birding hot 
spots; they list these local abbreviations in a separate 
paragraph, just after their introductory comments 
and just before their main spedes accounts. 

What do the initials in parentheses mean? 
Most records published in each report will be 
followed by initials, to indicate the source: the per- 
son(s) who found or reported the bird(s) men- 
tioned. The initials may be followed by et al. (short 
for et alia, meaning "and others"), or preceded by 
fide (literally,"by the faith of"--meaning that this is 
a second-hand report, and the person initialed is the 
one who passed it along to the Regional Editor). A 
dagger (t) before the initials means that this person 
turned in written details on the sighting. 

There are good reasons for giving credit to the 
observers involved. Readers may be reassured about 
the accuracy of surprising sightings if they know who 
the observers were; researchers who want to know 

more about a certain record may be able to contact 
the observers directly. In some cases, when a bird was 
seen by many birders, the Regional Editor may add 
"v.o:' (for "various observers") or "m.ob:' (for "many 
observers") after the first sets of initials. 

Who are the people who send in their sightings? 
All observers are invited to send in notes to their 

Regional Editors: details on rare sightings, species that 
were scarcer or more numerous than usual during the 
season, unusual concentrations or migration, and so 
on. Reading the reports for your region for a few sea- 
sons is the best way to find out what kinds of infor- 
mation are desired. Although the Regional Editors 
cannot cite every record that they receive, every con- 
tributor helps them to produce a more thorough and 
accurate summary. 

Why are some bird names in heavier or blacker 
type? 

We use boldface type to draw attention to outstand- 
ing records of rare birds. General categories of birds 
that the Regional Editors would place in boldface 
would include: any species that has been recorded 
fewer than 10 times previously in a given state or pro- 
vince; any new breeding record for a state or province; 
or any bird totally outside established patterns of sea- 
sonal occurrence. (For the most part, records are not 
boldfaced unless they are backed up with solid details 
or photographs.) Birders who like to know about rare 
birds (and most of us do) can get a complete run- 
down of the seasods outstanding rarities by scanning 
all the Regional Reports for those boldfaced birds. 

Why are some of the place names in italic type? 
In most of the regional reports, place names given in 
italic type refer to counties. (Italics represent parishes 
in Louisiana, and in parts of Ontario they may refer to 
districts or regional municipalities.) 

What are the boxes in the text marked "SA"? 

"SA" stands for "Special Attention" (and, by coinci- 
dence, is pronounced "essay"). The purpose of the 
boxed essays is to draw attention to particularly note- 
worthy phenomena or trends. Likely SA topics include 
new population trends or new bird distribution pat- 
terns, unusual invasions or migration events, field 
research yielding new data, specific conservation 
problems that have an impact on birdlife, or detailed 
discussion of an outstanding (or perplexing) rare bird 
record. Experienced readers of North American Birds 
make it a point to flip through all the Regional 
Reports and read all the S.A.s, even in regions where 
they do not read the rest of the text. 
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ABA Events 2002 
Mark your calendars now! 

18-22 Januar) 
Regional Conference-Miami, Florida 

Escape the winter doldrums, see some great 
birds. and get an early start on your 2002 
'•:ear list". We'll visit Everglades Nationat 
Park, Loxahatchee NWR. and Shark Valley, 
plus man.}' more prime birding areaM For 
Program and registration info, call Nanc• 
Hawley at 800-850-2473 ext. 233; or register 
online at www. americanbirding. org/ 
convtours/convenreg. htm 

10-16 June 
Annual Convention 

Duluth, Minnesota 
Prime birding habitats include the Borea• 
Forests, grasslands and marshes. and mixed 
deciduous woodlands. Kim 

Eckert, author of A Birder's 
Guide to Minnesota and a 
VENT tour leader, will be 
coordinating the field trips. 
As always, top field experts 
will conduct our programs 
and workshops, and we'll enjoy entertaining, 
informative evening programs. Program and 
registration will be published in the danuary 
2002 issue of I4qnging It, or call Nanci Hawley 
at 800-850-2473 ext. 233. 

po []ox 196 

Pl ANETARILJM STATION 

NFW YORt< NY 

10024 U S-A 

12121 866-F923 

/, The 
"the ,reate$, Asia operator of 

or.,ho,og,ca, .' Specialists tours on 

earth" ! website: 
Arthur •,: www. kingbirdtours. Com 
Fromruer 

email: 

kingbirdtours@eart hhnk.net 

2001 

BIRDING TOUR 

NORTH BURMA 
HIMALAYAN 
EXPEDITION 

3 November-2 December 

MALAYSIA 
Malaya, Borneo 

Mr. Kinabalu 

4-26 May 

INDONESIA 
South Sumatra 

28 June-21 July 

2002 
BIRDING 
TOURS 

VIETNAM 
North, South 
3-27 January 

THAILAND 
North, Central, Peninsular 

5- 27 January 

PHILIPPINES 
Luzon, Mindanao, Cebu, Palawan, 

Bohol, Negros 
1 February-4 March 

NE INDIA 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam 

8-31 March 

nHUTAN 
5-28 Apdl 

WEST CHINA #1 
Sichuan (Szechuan) 

Panda Reserves 

3-27 May 

WEST CHINA #2 
Sichuan (Szechuan) 

Panda Reserves 

29 May-22 June 

Clearly Superior Optics, Guaranteed For Life. 

Armor-covered 
Iv11NOX 10 x 52 BE 

BrighL Sharp. Fog-proof 
& Walerpr0of 

Priceless Images. 
More details. More features. More value, too! 
Only the MINOX 10 x 52 BR offers birders 
aspheric lens technology for unparalleled 
contrast and sharpness. Sure, other brands 
may cost more, but it doesn't mean you'll 
get more. Trust your eyes -- look through 
a MINOX today and see for yourself. 

N 

The Clear Choice." 

J/ 

MINOX is distributed by Leica Camera Inc. * For a free brochure contact: (800) 222-0118 ß www. minox.com 
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The Princeton Guides 

Thrushes Crows and Jays Pipits and 
424 pages. 60 cdor plates. 216 pages. 30 color plates. 

36 line illuetrati .... 160 memos. 6 x g. 120 color mEtpe. 6 x g. Wagtails 
Cloth $49.50 * •? ß •. Paper $24.95' 

• )• ,• 360 pages. 26 color plates. "* ! • '• 250 cdcr pholes. 30-plus color maps. 
ß • A • i• i•t Over 100 line illustrations. 6 x 9. 

Cloth $49.50 * 

Princeton Illustrated Checklists 

of Southern of • astcrn Africa • 
South America - 

Births 
of Southern Afri½• 

Birds of 

Southern South 
America and 

Antarctica 
304 pages. 97 color plates. 
Over 1,000 maps. 5 x 7 1/2. 

Paper $24.95 ** 

Birds of Eastern 

Africa 
304 pages. 96 color plates. 

Almost 1,500 maps. 5 x 7 1/2 

Paper $24.95 ** 

Birds of 

Southern Africa 
320 pages. 84 color plates 
Over 1,000 maps. 5 x 7 1/2. 

Paper $24.95 ** 

Comprehensive identification 
guide to every family 
member. 

Full-color plates. 

Detailed text describes 

appearance, voice, 
subspecies, moult, and 
general biology. 

Color maps show distribution 
of each species. 

Unsurpassed, up-to-date 
reference books. 

Each guide illustrates every 
bird species in the region. 

Handy size for field use. 

Organized for quick 
identification. 

All species pictured in full 
color. 

Informative notes describe 

each bird's physical, 
behavioral, and vocal 
characteristics. 

Adult male shown for all 

species; female or juvenile 

shown for most species. 
Shaded distribution maps 
show range and frequency of 
every species. 

,% 

Not available from Princeton m the • Commonwealth (except Canada) and 
the European Union 

Available from Princeton only in the 
U.S., Canada, and Mexico 

Princeton University Press 800-777-4726 ß WWW. BIRDS.PRINCETON.EDU 
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