
ed Grosbeak in Boise, ID 10-15 Jan (LG). A 
surprising variety and number of seasonally 
rare sparrows were found in both states. These 
induded a Green-tailed Towhee that wintered 

below A.ER. dam (DB), several Spotted 
Towhees in w. Montana, 4 Savannah Sparrows 
in Canyon, ID, 14 Jan (HK), a Chipping 
Sparrow in Pocatello, ID 11-30 Dec (MCr), 
several Fox Sparrows in both states, and 6 
Lincoln's Sparrows in Idaho. The only Swamp 
Sparrow of the period visited Pocatello, ID 16- 
28 Dec (CT). Reports of rare Zonotrichia spar- 
rows were up from last year, with a total of 6 
White-throated, one Golden-crowned, and 26 

Harris's Sparrows. 
Snow Buntings made a spectacular inva- 

sion, with 225 in Lake, MT 17 Dec (m.ob.), 
240 in Bonneville, ID 1 Jan (DCI), 400+ in 
Idaho Falls, ID 4 Feb (GR), and 400+ in 
Sanders, MT 10 Feb (JM, CO). Rusty 
Blackbirds also had an unusually good show- 
ing, with 3 in Idaho and at least 11 in 
Montana. Idaho's Great-tailed Grackle news 

featured 22+ that persisted in Owyhee (JG), 5 
that wintered in Minidoka (JC, ES), and one 
that strayed to Meridian 17 Dec (RE). Three 
Common Grackles were reported in Montana, 
about average for the season. Two Purple 
Finches were in Libby, MT 16 Dec (AB); they 
are rare but increasingly reported in nw. 
Montana. Especially rare in a poor season for 
redpolls were 2 Hoary Redpolls near Bigfork, 
MT 16 Dec (DC). Lesser Goldfinches success- 
fully wintered in Idaho again, with one below 
A. ER. (DB) and up to 4 near Boise (DT). 

Contributors (subregional editors in bold- 
face): IDAHO: Dave Burrup, Jay Carlisle, 
Darren Clark (DCI), Marty Collar (MCr), 
Mark Collie, Brian Cooper, Ion Curd (JCu), 
Griff Davis, Kas Dumroese, Ron Elam, Kent 

Fothergill, John Gatchet, Laurie Goodrich, 
Bill Gundlach, Dave Hazelton, Marlin Jones, 
Florence Knoll, Merlene Koliner, Harry 
Krueger, Cindy Langlitz, Candice Lowther 
(Clo), Dave Mead, Bob & Shani Murray, Greg 
Rice, Hadley Roberts, R.L. Rowland, Emily 
Stoddard, Shirley Sturts, Colleen Sweeney, 
David Trochlell, Chuck Trost, Poo Wright- 
Ptfiliam. MONTANA: A1 Bratkovich, Milo 
Burcham, Dan Casey, Erv Davis, Deb Goslin, 
Jeff Marks, Chad Olson, John Parker, 

Colleen Powell, Mo Rost, Don Skaar, Wayne 
Tree, Hedwig Wright. 
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•an e Region experienced cold weather early, 
d most areas remained cold. Lakes 

became frozen early but appeared to open ear- 
lier than normal. The fall mountain spedes' 
invasion onto the plains continued through the 
season. All locations in this report are from 
Colorado unless otherwise noted. 

Abbreviations: Barr (Bart Lake State Park, 
Adams); Chatfield (Chatfield Reservoir, 
Jefferson/Douglas); C.B.R. (Chico Basin Ranch, 
El Paso/Pueblo); C.C.R. (Cherry Creek 
Reservoir, Arapahoe); C.V.C.G. (Crow Valley 
Campground, Weld); EC.R.P. (Fountain Creek 
Regional Park, El Paso); G.V. (Greenhorn Valley, 
near Colorado City and Rye, Pueblo); J.M.R. 
(John Martin Reservoir, Bent); S.L.V. (San Luis 
Valley, in south-central Colorado); W.R.G. 
(Wheat Ridge Greenbelt, Jefferson). 

Loons Through Raptors 
Most of the Regions loons were at Pueblo Res.: 
Pueblo had a Red-throated 13-16 Dec (tBKP, 
MJ), one to 2 Pacifics stayed to 13 Jan (BKP), 
and one to 5 Commons all season. Trinidad L., 
Las Animas had a Padtic and a Common 13 

Dec (VAT). Single Red-necked Grebes were in 
Boulder 4 Dec (LS) and Pueblo 16 Dec (tDSi). 
Late American White Pelicans induded 2 at 

J.M.R. 3 Dec (BKP, MJ, DN) & one there 15 Jan 

(DAL) and early spring migrants were in Otero 
& Crowley on 25 Feb. A Great Egret at Totten 
Res. 6 Dec (SA, DF) provided one of the few 
winter records for the state. In w. Colorado, 7 
Ross's Geese were in Mesa 17 Jan (TL, RLv) and 
3 in Delta 3 Feb (LS). A Black Brant was at 
Greeley 15-21 Jan (DB, pPG). Three Trumpeter 
Swans were seen at Ft. Collins 30 Dec (RK1). 
Two ad. Tundra Swans were in Otero & Crowley 
19-25 Feb (MJ, BKP, SO). In Greeley, observers 
noted a Gadwall x Mallard hybrid 18-21 Jan 
(DAL PG) and a probable American Black 
Duck x Mallard 18-30 Jan (DAL, LS). Three 
Greater Scaup were at McPhee Res. in sw. 
Colorado 6 Dec (DF). An unexpected female 
Harlequin Duck was in Durango, La Plata 
along the Animas R. 12 Jan-28 Feb+ (M&DH, 
tin.oh.). A female White-winged Scoter was in 
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A Black Brant, quite rare in Colorado, spent mid-January at Greeley. Photograph by Steve 
Messick. 

A female Harlequin Duck spent the latter part of the winter in Durango along the Animas River, Colorado. It was pho- 
tographed there 14 February 2001. Photograph by Joey Kellner. 

Boulder 4 Dec (LS). Rarely reported from w. 
Colorado, a Long-tailed Duck was at Totten Res. 
6 Dec (DF) and one s. of normal at Trinidad L. 
13 Dec (VAT). Single female Barrow's 
Goldeneyes were in La P/ata & Montezuma 5-6 
Dec (DF), and the farthest se. was a male in 
Otero 12 Dec (VAT). High counts of Hooded 
Mergansers from sw. Colorado were 32 in 
Archuleta 5 Dec (DF) and 24 in Montezuma 6 

Dec (DF). Hoodeds appeared in quite high 
numbers this season in e. Colorado also. 

High counts of Bald Eagles were 61 at 
J.M.R. 15 Jan (DAL) and 17 in Moffat 4 Feb 
(LS). An ad. Northern Goshawk was at J.M.R. 
21 Feb (VAT). A juv. Red-shouldered Hawk 
was in Otero 3 Dec (MJ, BKP). Fourteen 
Golden Eagles in Moffat 4 Feb (LS) made an 
impressive count. 

Coots Through Gulls 
Truly amazing, a Common Moorhen x 
American Coot hybrid was at J.M.R. 4 Feb (MJ, 
BKP). Three Greater Yellowlegs were seen in 
Adams 30 Dec (tBK) and one in E! Paso 22 
Dec-17 Feb (tAV, KP). An American 
Woodcock was heard calling at L. Henry, 
Crowle? 19 Feb (MJ, tBKP). 

A late Franklins Gull was in Otero 15 Dec 

(CLW). A first-basic Mew Gull was at Pueblo 
Res. 2 Dec (BKP), and an ad. was in Littleton 
Historic Park 17 Dec (AS). Thayer's Gull num- 
bers were considerably reduced this year. Single 
ad. Lesser Black-backed Gulls were at Standley 
L., Jefferson 12 & 23 Dec (LS) and Pueblo Res. 
31 Jan-2 Feb (BKP). A first-basic Glaucous- 
winged Gull was at Pueblo Res. 25 Feb (tVAT). 
Five Glaucous Gulls were reported from ne. 
Colorado 16 Dec-15 Jan. The ad. Great Black- 

backed Gull found during the fall at C.C.R. 
stayed to 7 Dec (BB) and probably the same 
bird appeared at Pueblo Res. (for its 8th win- 
ter), 15 Dec-26 Feb (BKP). 

Doves Through Woodpeckers 
Eurasian Collared-Doves reached new areas 

and are increasing at known sites; new areas 
indude the S.L.V., Greeley, Sterling, and Ovid, 
all in ne. Colorado, as well as and Canon City. 
Up to 5 Inca Doves resided in Rocky Ford, 1 
Dec-I Jan (SO), and one was in Ft. Collins, 20 
Dec-11 Feb (LZ, tTL). Greater Roadrunners 
appeared to be in higher numbers in Pueblo 
and Fremon• and one provided the first S.L.V. 
record near Alamosa, 6 Dec-1 Jan (tBMr). A 
Northern Pygmy-Owl was at Bates Hole, 
Natrona, WY 1 Jan (CEM). High counts of owls 
in Colorado induded 18 Northern Pygmy-, 47 
Long-eared, and 14 Short-eared. A Boreal Owl 
was n. of Mancos 27 Dec (G&MS) and another 
near Gould 18 Feb (BS). Plains Northern Saw- 
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whet Owls included singles at Pueblo Res., 
Canon City, C.V.C.G., and Colorado Springs. 

A hummingbird thought to be an imm. 
male Black-chinned was at Grand Jct. to 10 Dec 
(tLA). A male Acorn Woodpecker was found 
on Ft. Carson, El Paso 12 Jan-28 Feb+ (BMy). 
Rarely staying the winter in Colorado, single 
Williamson's Sapsuckers were reported in 
Pueblo 2 Dec (BKP) & 7 Jan (BKP, MJ); 
Colorado City 14 Dec (DSi); and Canon City, 
17 Dec (CLW, BKP). 

Flycatchers Through Waxwings 
Single Say's Phoebe-s were reported from 
Pueblo, Rocky Ford, and Colorado City. Six 
Bushtits were at Coal Mt., Natrona, WY 16 Dec 
(J&GL); several were in n. Colorado. Two east- 
ern race White-breasted Nuthatches were at 

Cope 7 Jan (JK, AS, TL). Up to 8 Pygmy 
Nuthatches wintered in Rocky Ford 18 Dec 
(SO, BKP, MJ). A Carolina Wren was in 
Colorado Springs 24 Dec (tDSm). At least 5 
Eastern Bluebirds wintered in w. Colorado, 

near Redlands, Mesa (TL, RLv). Single Gray 
Catbirds were at Colorado City 29 Dec (DSi), 
Aurora 1 Jan (RLn), and Two Buttes Res. 12 Jan 
(DAL), and single Brown Thrashers in Pueblo 
16 Dec (BKP), W.R.G. 31 Dec-4 Feb (IS, TE, 
KS), and Rocky Ford 15-25 Feb (SO, MJ, BKP). 
Bohemian Waxwings invaded n. Colorado in 
Larimer, Boulder, Douglas, and El Paso; also sin- 
gles were s. to Colorado City 1-30 Dec (BBH) 
and Pueblo 16 Dec (CLW, BKP). 

Warblers Through Finches 
A Cape May Warbler was photographed at the 
Denver Zoo 25 Feb ($M&KR). Single Common 
Yellowthroats appeared at J.M.R. 3 Dec (BKP, 
MJ, DN), Pueblo 16 Dec (CLW), and W.R.G. 4 
Feb (KS). Rare in winter, a Green-tailed Towhee 
was at a Boulder feeder 25 Dec-22 Jan (RB, 
RF). A Savannah Sparrow was in the J.M.R.w. 
wetland 15 Jan-4 Feb (DAL) along with 3 Le 
Conte's Sparrows 15 Jan (DAL). Single schis- 
tacea Fox Sparrows were at Colorado City 9 
Dec (DSi) and Chatfield 23-29 Dec ($RKr, JK, 
CLW). Single Harris's Sparrows were in nw. 
Colorado at Craig 2 Jan (FL) and Kremmling 
18 Jan (FL). Two Golden-crowned Sparrows 
were noted, one at C.C.R. 26 Dec-9 lan (BB) 
and one at B.L. 26 Jan (DF). Four Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspurs were at C.B.R. 15 Dec (TL). A 
Snow Bunting was in Moffat 2 Dec (FL), 6 in 
Garfield 10 Dec (VZ), and 5 in Cheyenne 14 
Dec (CLW). Three Northern Cardinals were in 
Prowets and one in Baca 12 Jan (DAL). A Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak was photographed at 
Como, Park 1-7 Dec. A male Iamuli Bunting 
was at Garden of the Gods, El Paso 17 Jan 
($DSn). A possible wintering Yellow-headed 

This Cape May Warbler was at the Denver 
Zoo 25 February. Photograph by Mary & 
Ken Rush. 

Blackbird was near Barr L. 30 Dec-1 Jan (TL). 
Rusty Blackbirds appeared in more locations 
this season: 4 were in Pueblo, 4 at Barr, 2 in 

Boulder, 2 at Chatfield, and singles were in Ft. 
Collins and at L. Meredith. High counts of win- 
tering Great-tailed Grackles included 249 near 
Bart 30 Dec (TL) and 100+ in Ordway 25 Feb 
(MJ, BKP). For the 2nd winter, a male 
Bullock's Oriole was observed in Brighton 1-3 
Jan (TL, DF). Rosy-Finches were in higher 
numbers all around Colorado. At Chapman's 
Rye feeders 30 Dec, 856 Gray-crowned, 48 
Black, and 67 Brown-capped were counted 
(SC, BKP), and on 27 Feb an amazing 142 
Blacks were seen (SC). A female-type Purple 
Finch was at Las Animas, Bent 30 Jan-8 Feb 
(DN) and another in Eagle 28 Jan. (JMe).At the 
same feeder in Las Animas, at least 4 Cassin's 
Finches were seen 21 Feb-4 Feb (DN). A 

White-winged Crossbill was reported on the 
Cheyenne, WY C.B.C. The only Common 
Redpolls were 5 at Cheraw 15 Dec (CLW) and 
one sw. of Casper, WY 15-28 Feb (HS). A late 
Lesser Goldfinch was in Colorado City 9 Dec 
(DSi). 

Cited observers (contributors in boldface 
type): Susan Allerton, Larry Arnold, David 
Bolton, Bob Brown, Robin Byers, Sherry 
Chapman, Mary Colyet, Tammy Ellsworth, 
Doug Faulkner, Robert Fiehweg, Peter Gent, 
B.B. Hahn, Mona & Dean Hill (M&DH), Mark 

Janos, Bill Kaempfer, Joey Kellner, Rachel 
Kolokoff (RKI), Ray Korpi (RKr), Jim & Gloria 
Lawrence, David A. Leatherman, Tony 
Leukering, Randy Lentz (RLn), Rich Levad 
(RLv), Forrest Luke, Bernhie Madrid (BMd), 
Linda Martin, Bill Maynard (BMy), Jack 
Merchant, Chris E. Michelson, Duane Nelson, 
Stan Oswald, Ken Pals, David Pantle, Brandon 

K. Percival, John J. Rawinski, Mary & Ken Rush, 
Joe Rigli, George & Melodie San Miguel 
(G&MS), Ira Sanders, Bill Schmoker (BS), 
Karleen Schofield, Hustace Scott, Larry Semo, 
David Silverman (DSi), Drew Smith (DSm), 
Andrew Spencer, David Snider (DSn), Van A. 
Truan, Alan Versaw, Christopher L. Wood, Vic 
Zerbi, Laurie Zuckerman. 

CATS INDOORS! 

THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS AND BIRDS 

We all know that cats don't have nine lives. But here are three other myths to dispel. 

"Belied" cats do kill wildlife. Cats with bells on their collars can silently stalk their prey. Even ff the bell 
rings, birds and other wildlife do not necessarily associate the sound with danger. 
Even well-fed cats kill wildlife. The urge to hunt and the urge to eat are controlled by different poedons 
of a cat's brain. 

Cat-injured wildlife seldom survive, even if they appear to have escaped. Infection from a cat's teeth or 
claws results in death unless antibiotics are given immediately. 

PROTECT CATS, BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE BY KEEPING CATS INDOORS! 

For more information, cuntact: 
AMERICAN BIRD CONSERVANCY 

Cats Indoors! The Campaign for Safer Birds and Cats 
1250 24th Stxeet, NW, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20037 
Phone: 202-778-9666; Fax: 202-778-9778; 

E-mail: abc@ abcbirds.org 
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