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Place names that are frequently men- 
tioned, but very long, may be abbrevi- 
ated in a form such as "C.B.B.T." or 

"W.P.B.O:' Such local abbreviations 

will be explained in a key at the begin- 
ning of the particular regional report 
in which they are used. In most 
regions, place names given in italic 
type are counties. Standard abbrevia- 
tions that are used throughout North 
American Birds are keyed on page 352. 
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ry conditions prevailed throughout the 
Region. Some noteworthy waterbirds 

were found at the Salton Sea, and the first 

fall migrant shorebirds reached the Region 
at the end of June. As always, late spring 
migrants continued to move through the 

Region into the latter half of June, and 
included a few vagrants from the East. 

Abbreviations: C.L. (China Lake Naval Air 
Weapons Station, ne. Kern); EC.R. (Furnace 
Creek Ranch, Death Valley N.R, Inyo); G.H.R 
(Galileo Hill Park, e. Kern); N.E.S.S. (north end of 
the Salton Sea, Riverside); S.E.S.S. (south end of 
the Salton Sea, Imperial); S. EK.R.R (South Fork 
Kern River Preserve, near Weldon, Kern). Since 
virtually all rarities in s. California are seen by 
many observers, only the observer(s) initially 
finding and identifying the bird are included. 
Documentation for species on the California 
Bird Records Committee (CBRC) review list is 
forwarded to the CBRC Secretary and archived 

at the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 
in Camarillo. 

BOOBIES THROUGH PTARMIGANS 

An ad. Masked Booby, a casual straggler_ to 
California waters, was associating with nest- 
ing Western Gulls on San Nicolas I. 5 Jun 
(SH). An ad. Little Blue Heron inland at 
S.E.S.S. 1 Jul (BED) was the only one report- 
ed away from coastal San Diego. Three 
Glossy Ibis photographed at S.E.S.S. 1 Jul 
(PAG, GMcC, MAP), with at least one 
reported in that area through 6 Aug (SK), 
probably included the one near Calipatria 
on 27 May (Spring report). One in San 
Bernardino 29-31 Aug 1999 (N. Am. Birds 
54:104) was the first to be reported in 
California, and it will be interesting to learn 
weather these birds are reaching California 
by crossing the Southwest or moving north- 
ward from the w. coast of s. Mexico. A Wood 

Stork in Sorento Valley, San Diego, 8 Jul+ 
(CDeW) was on the coast where now a 
casual to accidental straggler. 

The two Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 
found at S.E.S.S. 28 May (Spring report) 
remained through 22 Jun (AK, GMcC) and 
established the 16th record for the state. No 

more than 2 pairs of Fulvous Whistling- 
Ducks were present around S.E.S.S. this 
summer (BM), with no evidence of success- 
ful nesting; this species is on the verge of 
being extirpated as a breeding bird in 
California. A Brant far inland in Bishop, 
Inyo, through 31 Jul (T&JH) had been pre- 
sent since 11 May, and another at Inyokern, 
Kern, through 16 Jun (TM) had been pre- 
sent since 16 May. Four Surf Scoters at 
Buena Vista L., Kern, 2 Jul (JMC), 2+ at 

422 NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 



N E S S. 1 Jun-22 Jul (GMcC), 3+ at S.E.S.S. 
6 Jun-30 Jul (GMcC), and a female White- 
winged Scorer at N.E.S.S. 1 Jun-16 Jul 
(GMcC) were all summering inland. A 
Long-tailed Duck at Pt. Piedras Blancas, San 
Lugs Obispo, 1 Jun (RR) was a late migrant 
flying north. 

A Mississippi Kite seen catching insects 
in the air over the Lucerne Valley 12 June 
(JE), was at an expected time of the year, 
and only the 2nd for San Bernardino. An ad. 
Bald Eagle at L. Henshaw, San Diego, 18 Jun 
(PU) and at nearby L. Cuyamaca 20 Jun 
(DB) were unexpected considering the time 
of the year. An imm. Sharp-shinned Hawk 
over Arcadia, Los Angeles, 9 Jun (TEW) and 
an adult in the Inyo Mrs. 16 Jun (REW) were 
unseasonal. A Northern Goshawk in the 

Inyo Mrs. 16 Jun (REW) was in an area 
where nesting is suspected. The pair of 
Harns's Hawks near Boulevard, San Diego 
(Spring report), fledged 3 young 12 Jul 
(PU), establishing the first successful nest- 
ing since the species was extirpated as a 
breeding bird in California in the 1950's. Up 
to 25 sub-adult Swainson's Hawks near L. 

Henshaw 17-25 Jun (SSm, GRe, JEP) were 
unexpected considering the date, but evi- 
denfly attracted to the incredible number of 
grasshoppers in that area. Single ad. Zone- 
tailed Hawks near Warner Springs, San 
Dwgo, 24 Jun (EH) and on Mr. Laguna, San 
Dwgo, 22 Jul (DWA) suggest the possibility 
of nesting in these areas. A White-tailed 
Ptarmigan near Piute Pass w. of Bishop 19 
Jul (JC) was near the s. limit of this intro- 
duced species' expanding range in the Sierra 
Nevada. 

SANDPIPERS 

THROUGH SKIMMERS 

A Solitary Sandpiper near Olancha, Inyo, 5 
Jul (REM) was an early fall migrant, and fol- 
lowed by 1-2 at C.L. 24-31 Jul (SSt). The 
presence of a pair of Spotted Sandpipers 
w•th chicks near Norco, Riverside, 6 Jul 

(HK) established nesting in that area. A Red 
Knot on Myitic L. near Lakeview, Riverside, 
28 Jul (CMcG) and a Sanderling at C.L. 24 
Jul (SSt) were the only ones reported inland 
away from the Salton Sea. Up to 2 ad. 
Semlpalmated Sandpipers on Tinnemaha 
Res near Big Pine, In) o, 10-13 Jul (JLD) and 
one at Bolsa Chica, Orange, 1 Jul (JM) were 
fall migrants. An ad. Red-necked Stint was 
seen briefly at the Santa Ynez R. mouth, 
Santa Barbara, 13 Jul (BKH). An ad. Baird's 
Sandpiper at C.L. 14 Jul (SSt) and another 
near San Pedro, Los Angeles, 31 Jul (DMH) 
were the earliest this fall. A Pectoral 

Sandpiper at Sorento Valley 23 Jul (SSm) 

and another in Goleta, Santa Barbara, 25-26 

Jul (WF) were noteworthy since adults are 
rare in California. A"winnowing" Common 
Snipe in Upper Lockwood Valley, Ventura, 7 
May (WW) suggests the possibility of nest- 
ing at that location, and one at G.H.P. 23 Jul 
(KSG) was an early fall migrant. 

A Parasitic Jaeger well seen at the 
Whitewater R. mouth at N.E.S.S. 1 Jul 

(CAM) is only the second credibly recorded 
on the Salton Sea in summer; Pomarine 

Jaeger has proven to be the "expected" jaeger 
on the Salton Sea at this time of the year. 
Laughing Gulls were sitting on 3 nests at 
S.E.S.S. 17-19 May (BM) and a chick 
fledged 28 Aug (KCM); there are only two 
previous records of attempted nesting at the 
Salton Sea since the 1950s (W. Birds 
31:106-111). An ad. Laughing Gull, rare 
along the coast, at Guadalupe Dunes, Santa 
Barbara, 16 Jul (JCR) coincided with an 
influx of post-breeding birds to the Salton 
Sea. A Franklin's Gull at C.L. 14 Jun (SSt) 
was the only one reported. The ad. 
Heermann's Gull present at S.E.S.S. since 11 
Mar (Spring report) was still present at the 
end of the period (KLG); at least 7 more at 
various locations around the Salton Sea in 

Jul, including 4+ around the Whitewater R. 
mouth 15-16 Jul (GMcC, MAP), was more 
than expected. A first-year Thayer's Gull 
around the Whitewater R. mouth at N.E.S.S. 

23 Apr-6 Aug (MAP, GMcC, AME) appears 
to be the first known to summer in 

California. A first-year Sabine's Gull at the 
Whitewater R. mouth 15-16 Jul (GMcC) is 
the 7th to be found around the Salton Sea in 

summer. 

Two Elegant Terns were at S.E.S.S. 6 Jun 
(KCM, BM) and a Royal/Elegant Tern was 
there 15 Jun (BM); Royal is accidental and 
Elegant is a casual straggler to the Salton 
Sea. On the coast, the Bolsa Chica tern 

colony again moved north to the nearby 
Port of Los Angeles where 10-15 pairs of 
Royal and .3500 Elegant Terns were attend- 
ing nests in June (CTC); a Sandwich Tern 
was with them 21-23 Jun (MA, NM) and an 
apparent Sandwich x Elegant hybrid was 
there 26 Jun (CTC). An Arctic Tern near 
Oceanside, San Diego, 4 Jun (DP) had oil on 
its underparts, as has been the case for most 
previous onshore birds in spring. Single ad. 
Arctic Terns inland at N.E.S.S. 1 and 9 Jun 

(GMcC), and a first-year bird near Salton 
City 22 Jun (GMcC), fall within the period 
of previous spring records at the Salton Sea. 
At least 2 Least Terns at N.E.S.S. 9 Jun-5 Aug 
(GMcC, MAP, AME), single birds at Salton 
City 1 Jul (MAP) and 17 Aug (GMcC), and 
at S.E.S.S. 6 and 22 Jun (GMcC) were at an 

inland location where 2-3 are found most 

years, but one at C.L. 19 Jun (SSt), another 
at Piute Ponds near Lancaster, Los Angeles, 1 
Jul (MSanM), and a third at the Prado Basin 
near Corona, Riverside, 4 Jul (DSP) were 
unexpected. A Black Skimmer at the Prado 
Basin near Corona 28-30 Jun (DSP) was 
inland and away from the Salton Sea. 

CUCKOOS THROUGH VIREOS 

A Yellow-billed .Cuckoo at G.H.P. 4 Jun 
(KSG) was at an expected time and location 
for a spring migrant. However, single birds at 
S.E.S.S. 22 Jun (GMcC), Brea, Orange, 23 Jun 
(TN), Morongo Valley, San Bernardino, 13 
June (KG), and California City, Kern, 17 Jun 
(MSanM), and 2-3 at G.H.E 17 June (KSG), 
with one remaining through 30 Jul, indicat- 
ed a late movement of these birds through S. 
California at that time. One at China Ranch, 

Inyo, 20 Jun (MSanM), 12 pairs at the 
S.EK.R.P. during the period (SAL), and 2 in 
the Prado Basin near Corona in Jun (DSP) 
were at known breeding localities, but a call- 
ing bird in riparian habitat near Lompoc, 
Santa Barbara, 1-2 Jul (DMC) was away 
from any known nesting site. A calling 
Common Nighthawk in Goleta 14 Jun 
(GBW) was only the 3rd to be found in 
Santa Barbara. Two Chimney Swifts over 
downtown Los Angeles 3 Jun (KLG) were 
believed to be summering locally. A pair of 
Ladder-backed Woodpeckers evidently nest- 
ing along the Santa Ana R. near Mentone, 
San Bernardino, in May (DRW) were west of 
the species' known breeding range. 

Over 40 Willow Flycatchers at G.H.P. 11 
Jun (KSG) demonstrate how common this 
species can be as a late migrant in the 
deserts, and the latest migrant reported was 
at EC.R. 21 Jun (T & JH). About 25 territor- 
ial males of the endangered subspecies 
extimuswere at S.EK.R.P. in July (MJW), 14- 
16 territorial males were along the Santa 
Ynez R. Santa Barbara 21 Jul+ (CF), and a 
pair near Fillmore during the summer (JGr) 
provided the first record for breeding in 
Ventura in decades. A Least Flycatcher at 
G.H.E 17 Jun (KSG, TEW) was the first 
reported in spring in e. Kern. At least 5 
Vermilion Flycatcher territories were locat- 
ed in the Victorville/Apple Valley area, San 
Bernardino, during the period (SJM). The 
presence of a pair of Brown-crested' 
Flycatchers with 3 recently fledged young at 
Borrego Springs 26-31 Aug (MBS) estab- 
lished the first record for San Diego; else- 
where along the w. edge of this species' 
expanding range, 6 were at S.EK.R.P. 8 July 
(RAB) and an estimated 8 pairs were along 
the Mojave R. near Victorville throughout 
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the period (SJM). The Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher at S. Belridge, Kern, in May 
(Spring report) evidently paired with a 
Western Kingbird and was still present 9 Jul 
(JM). 

Singing White-eyed Vireos, casual strag- 
glers to California, were at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, Santa Barbara, 8-12 Jun (JGa) 
and in Rancho San Diego, San Diego, 5-15 
Jul (PF). Encouraging were at least 7 singing 
Bell's Vireos at Santa Fe and Hansen Dams, 

Los Angeles, 1-2 Jul (KLG) and 6 pairs along 
the Mojave R. between Victorville and Oro 
Grande through the summer (SJM). Up to 2- 
vagrant Red-eyed Vireos were at G.H.P. 
17-18 Jun (KSG), single birds were on San 
Nicolas L 17 Jun (RAH) and in Goleta 23 
Jun (KLW), and possible summering birds 
were at S.EK.ILP. 22 Jun (PLW) and 25 
Jun-5 Jul (RAB). A Plumbeous Vireo on the 
e. slope of the Piute Mts., Kern, 1 Jul (TEW) 
was in appropriate mature Pinyon Pine 
breeding habitat. A Hutton's Vireo on the n. 
slope of the Piute Mts. 7 Jul (TEW) was well 
away from any known nesting area. 

SWALLOWS THROUGH 

WOOD-WARBLERS 

Fifty-seven active Purple Martin nests were 
found in the Tehachapi Mts., Kern, 29 Jun-5 
Jul (BW); this is believed to be the largest 
breeding population in S. California. A 
Mountain Chickadee at G.H.P. throughout 
the period (KSG) established the first sum- 
mer record for e. Kern, and a White-breast- 
ed Nuthatch there 23 Jul (KSG) was the ear- 
liest ever in fall. Three singing Winter Wrens 
in the Greenhorn Mts., Kern, 9 Jul (TEW) 
were at the southernmost limit of their 

breeding range in the Sierra Nevada; 
intriguing was a well-described individual 
farther s. at 7400 ft on Breckenridge Mtn. 29 
Jul (AS). A Golden-crowned Kinglet at 
Palomar Mtn. S.P., San Diego, 7 Jul (SJ) was 
south of this species known breeding range. 
A pair of Western Bluebirds at a nest in 
Mojave 10 Jun (TEW) provided the first 
breeding record in e. Kern. A Gray Catbird, 
a rare straggler to California, was on San 
Nicolas I. 18 Jun (RAH), one was banded 
near Lone Pine, In?o, 20 Jun (WR) and a 
third was at Camp Pendleton, San Diego, 28 
Jun (PAG). 

A late spring vagrant Tennessee Warbler 
was near Independence, Inyo, 12 Jun 
(CMcC). In addition to the 20+ N. Parulas 
in spring (Spring report), 8 were found 
along the coast 1 Jun-29 Jul, including a pair 
feeding a chick at Gaviota Hot Springs, 
Santa Barbara, 22-23 Jul (LRB); 4 more 
were inland at S.F.K.R.P. 11 Jun-16 Jul 

(RAB), one was at G.H.P. 18 Jun (BED), and 
another was near Niland, Imperial, 9 Jun 
(GMcC). A female Chestnut-sided Warbler 
on San Nicolas I. 16-17 Jun (RAH) and a 
male there 17-18 Jun (RAH) were very late 
spring vagrants. Eleven Black-and-white 
Warblers 1 Jun45 Jul included 3 along the 
coast, and 8 in e. Kern and In?o. Four late 
spring American Redstarts were in e. Kern 
and In?o 8-24 Jun, and a suspected sum- 
mering bird was in Irvine, Orange, 16 Jul 
(JF). A lost female ProthonotaFy Warbler 
was in Baker, San Bernardino, 6-13 Jun 
(BD). Five Ovenbirds were found 2-23 Jun, 
with single birds along the coast on San 
Nicolas I. 17 Jun (RAH) and in Goleta 
23-24 Jun (KB), and inland at G.H.P. 17 Jun 
(KSG), Baker 6 Jun (BD), and in E1 Centro 2 
Jun (KZK). The only Northern Waterthrush 
reported was one at Silverwood L., San 
Bernardino, 3 Jun (DG). A male Mourning 
Warbler on San Nicolas I. 17-18 Jun (RAH) 
is one of only a few found in spring in the 
Region. A male Hooded Warbler in Goleta 
19 Jun (GBW) was the only one found. 

TANAGERS 

THROUGH BLACKBIRDS 

A well-described Hepatic Tanager in Long 
Beach 9 Jun (RB) provides the first accept- 
able record of a spring vagrant in Los 
Angeler, a pair was at a traditional nesting 
site along upper Arrastre Creek in the San 
Bernardino Mts. 11 Jun+ (SK). In their 
California strongholds 39 Summer Tanagers 
were counted at S.F.K.R.P. 8 Jul (RAB) and 
20 pairs were estimated summering along 
the Mojave R. near Victorville (SJM); the 
species continues to expand its range west- 
ward, with 7 pairs along San Felepe Creek in 
Anza-Borrego Desert S.E and a pair in near- 
by Borrego Palm Canyon Jun-Jul (PJ, LH) 
being the first known to nest in San Diego; a 
pair on Cuyamaca Peak, San Diego, 10-18 
Jun (GRo, GH) were well above the lowland 
riparian habitat normally used for nesting. 
Early fall Western Tanagers near Victorville 
13 Jul (RAE) and in E1 Centro 15 Jul (KZK) 
appeared less than a month after the last of 
the spring migrants at G.H.E 18 Jun (KSG). 

Ten Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 1 Jun-21 
Jul were evenly divided between the coastal 
and interior counties. Nineteen Indigo 
Buntings were at S.EK.R.P. 8 Jul (RAB), 3 
territorial males were in the Prado Basin 

near Corona all summer (DSP), and at least 
10 other territorial males were scattered 

throughout the Region, including males 
paired with Lazuli Buntings in Jacumba, 
San Diego, 28 Jun-1 Jul (JW) and at Oak 
Creek, Inyo, 21 Jun (WR), the latter with 

fledged young. An imm. male Orchard 
Oriole at Panamint Springs, Inyo, 4 Jun (T & 
JH) was a late spring vagrant. The Black- 
backed (Abeffie's) Oriole found near 
Imperial Beach 9 April (Spring report) 
remained through 4 Jul (JL). A male 
Bobolink, a casual straggler to the coast in 
spring, was in Goleta 11 Jun (DMC). 

EXOTICS 

A Black-throated Magpie-Jay nest was 
found near Imperial Beach (BH), wath the 
pair tending a fledged young 29 Jul (SSm), 
and a pair of Nothem Cardinals also 
fledged young in the same area (BH) An 
illegal release of Yellow-fronted Canaries 
(Serinus mozambicus) near E1 Monte, Los 
Angeles, in Jun (KLG) may have involved 
several hundred birds; observers should be 

alert for continuing sightings of th•s 
Mrican species. 
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