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The “Sapsuckers” birding team from

the renown Cornell University Lab

of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY,

<www.birds.comell.edu> knows
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wildlife observations. They even publish
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spotting scopes in the lab's magazine “Living
Bird”. They consider all good optics. Some are
very good; others are even betten
For their personal and professional
use, they use Swarovski HD spolting scopes
and 10X50 SLC hinoculars. According to team
members, “The brilliant resolution, image
contrast, brightness, rugged waterproof
» and overall performance of Swarovski
optics are generally superior to any other
brands we have tested. Also, the Swarovski
Optik Limited Lifetime Warranty* and speedy
repair service is the very best. Check it out.”
Now don’t just accept the “Sapsuckers'
Delight” as gospel truth,
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ROBERT L. PYLE

West Indies

ROBERT L. NORTON

ON THE COVER

Brown is beautiful. In autumn 1998, Pacific and Atlantic coasts alike recorded a host of nondescript but nonetheless very noteworthy
tubenoses. In addition to several young Short-tailed Albatrosses, central California had records of Great-winged Petrel and Wedge-tailed
Shearwater, both photographed in mid-October at Monterey Bay by J. Sorensen. On a single day (August 8) off North Carolina’s coast,
birding boats documented the first Swinhoe's Storm-Petrel (photographed off Hatteras by George Armistead) and Bulwer's Petrel
(photographed off Oregon Inlet by Mary Gustafson) for the western North Atlantic waters of the United States. How any of these records
might relate to atmospheric and oceanic patterns, such as hurricanes, or the transition from El Niiio to La Niia, is not known.
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. ARGENTINA SAMPLER
October 30-November 16
with Dave Stejskal & Ned Brinkley

= Our special itinerary to see the best of

&
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Argentina in two-and-a-half weeks.
ARIZONA WINTER SPECIALTIES
gi December 27-January 5 with

Chris Benesh & Megan Edwards
| February 26-March 6, 2000

with Megan Edwards
E Exceptional winter birding with numerous
ba local specialties & rarities,
~4 RIO GRANDE SPECIALTIES
January 8-14, 2000
with Megan Edwards & John Rowlett
February 12-18, 2000 with
| Megan Edwards
Nearly 40 South Texas specialties at a very
pleasant & birdy season.

PHILIPPINES
March 3-23, 2000 with

Dave Stejskal & Tim Fisher

In search of numerous endemics, including the
magnificent Philippine Eagle.

E8  Call for our free itineraries & catalog of
& 100 depariures worldwide.

2 500-728-4953

INC.
9433 BEE CAVE ROAD,
BUILDING 1, SUITE 150,
AUSTIN, TX 78733
FAX 512-263-0117
http://www.fieldguides.com
e-mail: fgileader @ aol.com J"i

Great birding tours since 1985,

Swift ULTRA LITES" are ultra
bright to bring out the finest
details on each bird, every time,

The high resolving power in each Ultra
Lite® means that the smallest detail is al-
ways crisp, clear and bright. The fully
coated lenses are color corrected to capture
all the subtle colors and at only 21 ounces
you can carry these glasses all day long
without fatigue.

761 Ulira Lite
8x, 42 ZCF

762 Ultra Lite

: £ 10x, 42 ZWCF
rian ai;mf .
«Qunce for auce-mmdffr
penmt oo b SN S
Pﬂﬂ-ﬂ:ﬁ »
biﬂﬂfu 7 _QmGTN-"m
Per: D e

SWIFT INSTRUMENTS, INC.
952 Dorchester Avenue, Boston, MA 02125 2
Ph. 617-436-2960 » Web: www.swift-optics.com E
Sewill Instruments supports INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD Day &,
In Canada: Vision Canada LTD, Pickering, Ontario L1W 3S1 « Ph. 905-420-8219

The ABA Volunteer Directory is published annually in cooperation with
the US Forest Service, the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land
Management, and the support of the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation and other agencies and organizations offering short- and long-
term opportunities for volunteers. No matter what level of birding skills
you enjoy, you will be able to find a project that needs your help while
offering you a splendid learning opportunity.

Available from ABA Sales for $2.00; call 800/634-7736 to order.

ABA Directory of Volunteer

Oppor‘tunities for Birders

NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS



ALASKA'S PRIBILOFS

REMOTE. WILD UNBELIEVABLE.

Unravel the mysteries of a land where time stands still and
nature displays an astonishing array of wonders—St. Paul.

A birder’s paradise ¢ Over 230 species identified ¢ Common species, such as Red-faced
Cormorants, Red-legged Kittiwakes, Parakeet, Least and Crested Auklets, murres, fulmars,
and comical Horned and Tufted Puffins ¢ Uncommon species and rare Asian vagrants,

such as Falcated Teal, Mongolian Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Gray-tailed Tattler, and Common Cuckoo.

Accommodations are cozy, food excellent, and the Aleut people are eager to show you the wonders
of St. Paul. Complete package tours available. For reservations and information, see your travel agent,
call toll free 1-800-544-2248, or visit our web site: www.alaskabirding.com

Software for the Mac

Ne¥! Bird Brain Version 4.5
* With new AQU birds (7th edition, 1998)
« Life lists, year lists, state checklists &target lists
» All North &Central American birds plus Hawaii
* New ABA checklist and target list
* New ABA-State Wish Lists of potential life birds

$79.95, plus $4 S&H
$20 extra for World Birds Data

Call or write for free Bird Brain brochure

www.birdwatching.com ‘
for Mac & PC software

and gifts for birders birdwatching com

(800) 779-7256 or (515) 472-7256
Ideaform Inc. 908 East Briggs, Fairfield, |A 52556

BIRDING SPECIAL PLACES

REQUEST OUR 1999 BROCHURE

SMALL GROUP TOURS/CUSTOM TRAVEL

South Africa, Zimbabwe-Botswana,
Namibia, Finland-Norway,
New Zealand, Colorado

"Bellbird Safaris, Inc.

" PO. Box 158, Livermore, CO 80536
1-800-726-0656 * Fax 970-498-9766
email: bellbird@jymis.com

Birding
Accessories

www.kopico.com

White-faced Storm-Petrel, ©Brian Patteson

For more information
contact Brian Patteson, Inc.
P. O. Box 772 « Hatteras,
North Carolina 27943

(252) 986-1363

or visit us on the web

at http://www.patteson.com

the best in the field.

and September 1999.

NORTH CAROLINA 7=/

¢ Ply the Gulf Stream with the pros—Brian Patteson,
Ned Brinkley, Butch Pearce, Michael O’Brien, Todd McGrath,
George Armistead, and other knowledgeable, friendly leaders—

5 EINE AT ITS BEST

* Brian Patteson, Inc. offers trips from both Oregon Inlet
and Hatteras Inlet with 17 departures between July

* Expect to see Black-capped Petrel, Audubon’s Shearwater,
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, and Bridled Tern on most trips
with good chances for rare Pterodromas and tropicbirds.

* New for 1999—back to back White-faced Storm-Petrel
search trips from Oregon Inlet on August 22 and 23

and 29 and 30.

VOLUME 53 {1999}, ISSUE 1
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Birders' Exchange

Birders’
Exchange

We’ll breathe new life
into your old optics,
other birding equipment,
and books!
Cooperating with
Manomet Center
for Conservation Sciences,
ABA is gathering
used birding equipment
that Manomet matches
with requirements
of those doing bird
conservation research
in Latin America
and the Caribbean.
You can help by donating

your used equipment,

funds, or by acting

as a courier.

¢

Contact
Paul Green
(800/850-2473
if you would like to help

or need more information.

20

The Official Sponsor of the Texas Butterfly
Festival in Mission, TX October 22-24
For more information call (300) 580-2700

Eagle Optics Rangers

7X36,8X42,10X42,0r 10 X 50
Priced at less than $400.00!
Compact models also available.
Everything you've always wanted
in a premium binocular
Jor less!

Waterproof/Fogproof
Rubber Armored
Exceptionally Lightweight
Fully Multi-coated Lenses
High Density Optical Glass
Click-stop Diopter
Extremely Close Focusing
Long Eye Relief
Lifetime Warranty
New Phase-coated models
available in June 1999!

Get the best information, advice and prices from Birders who know:
irds, Birders, Birdi Birding Equipment. We've built a nation-wide reputation on
offering birders the best in selection, service and prices on quality optic products and are
told by our customers that our comprehensive catalog is the most complete birding optic
catalog available. Let our courteous and knowledgeable sales staff assist you in selecting

from our complete and extensive inventory, your best value in quality birding equipment.

((800) 289-1132

Call and ask for your FREE Comprehensive Optic Buying Guide &
Discount Price List on optics from all major manufacturers

Eagle Optics /

2120 W. Greenview Dr. #4 Middleton, WI 53562
Technical Assistance: (608) 836-6568

Order Line: (800) 289-1132

email: ernestl@eagleoptics.com

ABA Sales

Basic Reference Books * Regional Guides
International Birding « Multimedia

ABA Publications * and much more!

800/634-7736

NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS




ABA-SPONSORED BIRDING TOURS

If you are interested in an ABA-sponsored tour listed here, please contact the tour company directly

for information AND reservations. IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS AN ABA MEMBER. ABA sponsors these tours
because many factors suggest a particularly fine birding experience and because the tour operators
have agreed to return to ABA a percentage of the tour’s cost for participating ABA members.

United States and Canada
ABA AREA

MONTANA, IDAHO, and YELLOWSTONE
Includes World Center for Birds of Prey, Snake
Ruiver Canyon, McCall, Pocatello area, Market
Lake WMA, Yellowstone NP, Beartooth Country,
and Craters of the Moon NM. Expect Red-
naped Sapsucker, Trumpeter Swan, and Black
Rosy-Finch. Three-toed Woodpecker and Pine
Grosbeak possible. Leader Ed Harper.

June 10-19, 1999. Code R*

Contact: Ed Harper, Sandpiper Journeys,
4855 Cameron Ranch Drive, Sacramento, CA
95841-4315. (916) 971-3311;.
weh_sms@pacbell.net .

Africa

ZIMBABWE AND BOTSWANA
Birding safari through the wildlands of south-
ern Africa; Save Conservancy and Gonarezhou
National Park in Zimbabwe’s Lowveld, the
mountain forest at Chirinda, miombo wood-
land near Harare, and Victoria Falls. Tented
safari from Chobe in Savuti and Moremi in
Botswana. High standard of accommodation.
Led by Derek Solomon and Chuck Bell.
September 24-October 14, 1999. Code A* ~
Contact: Bellbird Safaris, Inc. PO.B. 158,

Livermore, CO 80536; (800) 726-0656;
fax (970) 498-9766; bellbird@jymis.com

Caribbean, Mexico,
C. and S. America

GRLAPAGOS, ECURDOR’S ANDES,

RND BMAZON BASIN

Travel to Galdpagos on any of 60 trip dates and

see most endemics as well as huge seabird

breeding colonies. Options include Amazon

Basin, Machu Picchu, and Ecuador’s Andes.

Codes R* (Galdpagos): A* (Extension)
Contact: Elizabeth Omski, Inca Floats, 1311-
ABA 63rd Street, Emeryville, CA 94608;
(510) 420-1550; fax (510) 420-0947;
mcafloats@aol.com

COSTA RICA

Monteverde Institute. Tropical bird ecology for
birders.Birding at Brauillo Carillo N.P., La Selva,
Carara Biological Preserve, Tarcoles River,
Monteverde San Gerardo Biological Station, and

Cerro de la Muerte. Lectures by renowned
scientists and local experts covering habitat
conservation, tropical bird families, neotropical
migrants, altitudal migration, breeding behav-
ior, territoriality, diversity, and Green Macaw
conservation. Limited to 15 participants.
Leader Christine Hansen.
August 24-September 6, 1999. Code R/A*
Contact: Anna Grimmett at ABA,

P.O. Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934;
(800)850-2473

COSTA RICA/PANAMA

Voyage aboard the Yorktown Clipper including
Curu Wildlife Refuge, Marenco Biological
Station, Darien Jungle, Panama Canal, plus two
days of land birding from San José for ABA
members only. ABA escort Henry Turner.
November 30-December 8, 1999. Code
GB/OB**

Contact: Keri Flowers, Clipper Cruise Line,

7711 Benhomme Ave., St. Louis, MO
63105-1956; (800) 325-0010, ext. 174

MEXICO
Sonora: Sierra Madre for Lilac-crowned Parrot;
Mountain Trogon, Black-throated Magpie-Jay,
Purplish-backed Jay, Happy Wren. Led by
Forrest Davis. September 18-25, 1999. Code
R/A*
Contact: Forrest Davis at High Lonesome
Ecotours, 570 S. Little Bear Trail,
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635; (520) 458-9446;
hilone@hilonesome.com :

Sonora: Sea of Cortez, Sierra Madre, and
Colonial Alamos. Expect 250+ species includ-
ing Red-billed Tropicbird, Blue-footed Booby,
Lilac-crowned Parrot, Purplish-backed Jay,
Happy Wren, White-striped Woodcreeper,
Black-throated Magpie-Jay. Led by Forrest
Davis. October 5-16, 1999. Code R/A*
Contact: Forrest Davis at High Lonesome -
Ecotours, 570 S. Little Bear Trail,
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635; (520) 458-9446;
hilone@hilonesome.com

BRGENTINA

Four major regions, including Tropical Lowland
Rainforest, Pampas, Patagonia, and Tierra del
Fuego. 360 species possible. Leader Michael
Carmody. September 19-October 2, 1999.
Code A*

Contact: Susan Carmody, Legacy Tours,
P.O. Box 12540, Olympia, WA 98508;
Tollfree phone/fax (888) 754-6186

BRAZIL

Amazon, Pantanal, Cerrado, and Iguassu Falls.

Harpy Eagle probable. Expect 350-500 species.

Leader Miguel Castelino.

September 15-October 3, 1999. Code R/A*
Contact: Contact Doug Trent, Focus Tours

Inc., 103 Moya Road, Santa Fe, NM 87505;
(505) 466-4688

Hawaii, South Pacific,
and Australasia

HAWAII AND MIDWAY ISLAND

Complete coverage of endemic and introduced
species on all major Hawaiian Islands plus an’
extension to recently opéned Midway Island.
Leader Doug Pratt, author of Birds of Hawaii
and the Tropical Pacific. October 18-November
7,1999. Code A*

Contact: Dave Blanton, beagers, P.O. Box

915, Ithaca, NY 14851. (800) 633-0299;
vicki@voyagers.com

NEW ZERLAND
North, South, and Stewart Islands, plus three
offshore trips for coastal and pelagic species.
Expect more than 50 endemics in this land of
unique and endangered avifauna. Comfortable
accommodations. Led by Tony and Ken Wilson.
October 31-November 18, 1999. Code A*
Contact: Bellbird Safaris, Inc, P.O.B. 158,

Livermore, CO 80536; (800) 726-0656;
fax (970) 498-9766; bellbird@jymis.com

EUROPE

CANARY ISLANDS

Four- to seven-day tours, including pelagics and

. owling. Target species include Eleanora’s and .
" Barbary Falcons, Hubara Bustard, and White-

faced Storm-petrel. Nine endemic species plus
twelve endemic sub-species. Led by Eduardo
Garcia del Rey. Code A/l

Contact: Eduardo Garcia del Rey, Aves

Ecotours, ¢/Fdo. Barajas Vilchez 9, 38004 s/c

de Tenerife, Spain 011-34-922-27-99-58;

fax 011-34-922-22-16-69;

avescot@redkbs.com

*Tour Codes and **Cruise Codes:

are abbreviations for the following:

R = Relaxed

R = Rdvanced

I = Intensive

6B = General Birding

0B = Optimal Birding

VOLUME 53 (1999), ISSUE 1
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birding ethics

Everyone who enjoys birds and birding
must always respect wildlife, its environ-
ment, and the rights of others. In any
conflict of interest between birds and
birders, the welfare of the birds and their
environment comes first.

I. Promote the welfare of birds and
their environment.

la. Support the protection of impor-
tant bird habitat.

Ib. *To avoid stressing birds or
exposing them to danger, exer-
cise restraint and caution during
observation, photography, sound
recording, or filming.

* Limit the use of recordings and
other methods of attracting
birds, and never use such meth-
ods in heavily birded areas or for
attracting any species that is
Threatened, Endangered, or of
Special Concern, or is rare in
your local area.
* Keep well back from nests and
nesting colonies, roosts, display
areas, and important feeding
sites. In such sensitive areas, if
there is a need for extended
observation, photography, filming,
or recording, try to use a blind
or hide, and take advantage of
natural cover.
* Use artificial light sparingly for
filming or photography, especially
for close-ups. :
lc. Before advertising the presence
of a rare bird, evaluate the poten-
tial for disturbance to the bird, its
surroundings, and other people in
the area, and proceed only if
access can be controlled, distur-
bance can be minimized, and per-
mission has been obtained from
private land-owners. The sites of
rare nesting birds should be
divulged only to the proper con-
servation authorities.

22

Id. Stay on roads, trails, and paths
where they exist; otherwise keep

habitat disturbance to a minimum.

2. Respect the law and the rights

of others.

2a. Do not enter private property
without the owner's explicit per-
mission.

2b. Follow all laws, rules, and regula-
tions governing use of roads and
public areas, both at home and
abroad.

2c. Practice common courtesy in
contacts with other people. Your
exemplary behavior will generate
goodwill with birders and non-
birders alike.

3. Ensure that feeders, nest struc-

tures, and other artificial bird

environments are safe.

3a. Keep dispensers, water, and food
clean and free of decay or dis-
ease. It is important to feed birds
continually during harsh weather.

3b. Maintain and clean nest structures
regularly.

3c. If you are attracting birds to an
area, ensure the birds are not
exposed to predation from cats
and other domestic animals, or
dangers posed by artificial haz-
ards.

4. Group birding, whether organized

or impromptu, requires special

care. Each individual in the group,

in addition to the obligations

spelled out in Items #| and #2,

has responsibilities as a Group

Member.

4a. Respect the interests, rights, and
skills of fellow birders, as well as
those of people participating in
other legitimate outdoor activi-
ties. Freely share your knowledge
and experience, except where
code |(c) applies. Be especially
helpful to beginning birders.

4.b. If you witness unethical birding
behavior, assess the situation and
intervene if you think it prudent.
When interceding, inform the
person(s) of the inappropriate

action and attempt, within reason,
to have it stopped. If the behav-
ior continues, document it and
notify appropriate individuals or
organizations.

Group Leader
Responsibilities
[amateur and professional
trips and tours].

4c. Be an exemplary ethical role
model for the group. Teach
through word and example.

4d. Keep groups to a size that limits
impact on the environment and
does not interfere with others
using the same area.

4e. Ensure everyone in the group
knows of and practices this code.

4f. Learn and inform the group of
any special circumstances applica-
ble to the areas being visited (e.g.,
no tape recorders allowed).

4g. Acknowledge that professional
tour companies bear a special
responsibility to place the welfare
of birds and the benefits of public
knowledge ahead of the compa-
ny's commercial interests. Ideally,
leaders should keep track of tour
sightings, document unusual
occurrences, and submit records
to appropriate organizations.

Please follow this code—distribute it
and teach it to others.

Additional copies of the Code of Birding
Ethics can be obtained from: ABA, PO
Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934-
6599, (800) 850-2473 or (719) 578-1614;
fax: (800) 247-3329 or (719) 578-1480; e-
mail: member@aba.org

This ABA Code of Birding Ethics may be
reprinted, reproduced, and distributed
without restriction. Please acknowledge
the role of ABA in developing and
promoting this code.
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how to read
the regional

reports

Birds have no respect for range maps.
Bird distribution in North America is
constantly changing, as birds expand their
ranges into new areas, disappear from for-
mer strongholds, or alter their patterns of
migration.

Our knowledge of bird distribution is
also changing constantly, as discoveries
continue to come in. Keeping up with all
these developments is a challenge for orni-
thologists, conservationists, and birders..

The Regional Reports, published four
times a year, contain a wealth of informa-
tion about North America’s dynamic bird-
life When seeing the reports for the first
time, they might appear difficult or techni-
cal, but they are not; anyone with any bird-
g experience will find the reports easy to
understand. We invite you to read the
report from your area of the continent; we
predict that the information there will alter-
nately surprise you and confirm your ideas
about birdlife in your region. To help. you
get started, here are answers to some ques-
tions that may occur to first-time readers.

WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION

IS INCLUDED? DO THE REGIONAL
EDITORS JUST REPORT EVERY- .
THING THAT’'S REPORTED TO
THEM?

Regional Editors do not report every sight-
1ng of every bird. Such a list would be huge,
unwieldy, and not very useful. Instead, they
solicit reports from as many observers as
possible, screen the records for accuracy,
choose those that are most significant, look
for trends and patterns of occurrence, con-
nect scattered bits of information, and ulti-
mately come up with a concise, readable
summary of the real bird news—the
mmportant avian events and trends of the
season throughout their region.

WHY ARE THERE SO MANY
ABBREVIATIONS IN THE TEXT?

We abbreviate some frequently-used words
and phrases to save space. Most of these are
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easy to understand and remember. (See the
list of abbreviations at the end of this sec-

tion.) In addition to these standard abbre-.

viations, some Regional Editors use short-
ened versions of the names of some birding
hot spots; they list these local abbreviations
in a separate paragraph, just after their
introductory comments and just before
their main species accounts.

WHAT DO THE INITIALS

IN PARENTHESES MEAN?

Most records published in each report will
be followed by initials, to indicate the
source: the person(s) who found or report-
ed the bird(s) mentioned. The initials may
be followed by et al. (short for et alia, mean-
ing “and others”), or preceded by fide (liter-

el SRR

ally, “by the faith of >—meaning that this 1s
a second-hand report, and the person ini-
tialed is the one who passed it along to the
Regional Editor). A dagger (1) before the
initials means that this person turned in
written details on the sighting.

There are good reasons for giving credit
to the observers involved. Readers may be
reassured about the accuracy of surprising
sightings if they know who the observers
were; researchers who want to know more
about a certain record may be able to con-
tact the observers directly. In some cases,
when a bird was seen by many birders, the
Regional Editor may add “v.0.” (for “various
observers”) or “m.ob.” (for “many obser-
vers”) after the first sets of initials.

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE WHO
SEND IN THEIR SIGHTINGS?

All observers are invited to send in notes to
their Regional Editors: details on rare sight-
ings, species that were scarcer or more
numerous than usual during the season,
unusual concentrations or migration, and
so on. Reading the reports for your region
for a few seasons is the best way to find out
what kinds of information are desired
Although the Regional Editors cannot cite
every record that they receive, every

BirdBase %55t 9wiy

BirdArea

Nearly all the ABA birders reporting life lists over 6000 who use
computers use our software. It is the software most widely used by
all those over the 1400 bird threshold. Why? Because it lets them
easily keep track of birds seen and also helps them see new birds
with its ability to list the birds of any major world area, labeling all
endemics and birds previously seen in the area, outside it, or both.
View an on-screen demonstration at http://members.aol.com/sbsp/

BirdBase can switch between displaying all the birds in James Clements' world list or
any selection of them, when recording sightings. It accepts 5000-word sighting notes.
And it instantly updates any number of annualliife lists (e.g., yard, county, state,
nation, ABA region/area, world). These can give details of all sightings or of only each’
bird's first sighting, or just name birds seen. BirdBase can list all sightings of a bird,
list in date-order all trips or first sightings of ali birds, tabulate Christmas counts, etc.
It handles all changes in the world list, and puts them in sightings already recorded.

BirdArea can list in detail the range of any bird. And it can produce check lists of the
birds of all major world areas (i.e., U.S. states, Canadian provinces, nations, ABA
regions/areas, important islands) with endemics labeled. Printouts allow multiple
check marks and notes. Shawneen Finnegan’s annually-updated ranges come from
more than 700 publications in 10 languages and from many experts birding the areas.

If BirdBase is used BirdArea can label birds already seen on each check list, make lists
of birds not already seen, and find any recorded sighting in which a bird is outside its
known range. If BirdArea is used BirdBase can switch to displaying only birds whose
ranges include any of the world areas when recording sightings of a trip to that area.
This makes recording very much easier and calls to attention out-of-range sightings.

BirdBase is $59.95 + $4.00 shipping; so is BirdArea. Buy both for $99.95 + $6.00.
Or start with BirdBase and N. American birds for $39.96 + $3.00. Add 8% for CA
orders. Double overseas shipping. Visa, MasterCard OK. For Windows 3.X, 9X, NT.

Santa Barbara Software Products
1400 Dover, S.B. CA 93103 USA; Phone/fax: 805 963 4886; E-mail: sbsp@aol.com
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS
USED IN THE REGIONAL
REPORTS

Abbreviations used

in place names

In most regions, place names given in
italic type are counties. Other abbrevia-
tions:

Cr. Creek

Ft. Fort

Hwy Highway

L Island or Isle
Is. Islands or Isles
Jet. Junction

km kilometer(s)
L. Lake

mi mile (s)

Mt. Mountain or Mount
Mts. Mountains

N.E National Forest
N.M. National Monument
N.P. National Park

N.W.R. National Wildlife Refuge
P.P. Provincial Park

Pen. Peninsula

Pt. Point (not Port)

R. River

Ref. Refuge

Res. Reservoir (not Reservation)
S.P. State Park
W.M.A. Wildlife Management Area

Abbreviations used

in the names of birds:
Am. American

Com. Common

contributor helps them to produce a more
thorough and accurate summary.

WHY ARE SOME BIRD NAMES
IN HEAVIER OR BLACKER TYPE?

We use boldface type to draw attention to
outstanding records of rare birds. General
categories of birds that the Regional Editors
would place in boldface would include: any
species that has been recorded fewer than
10 times previously in a given state or pro-
vince; any new breeding record for a state
or province; or any bird totally outside
established patterns of seasonal occurrence.
(For the most part, records are not bold-
faced unless they are backed up with solid
details or photographs.) Birders who like to
know about rare birds (and most of us do)
can get a complete rundown of the season’s
outstanding rarities by scanning all the
Regional Reports for those boldfaced birds.

WHY ARE SOME OF THE PLACE
NAMES IN ITALIC TYPE?

In most of the regional reports, place names
given in italic type refer to counties. (Italics
represent parishes in Louisiana, and in
parts of Ontario they may refer to districts
or regional municipalities.)

WHAT ARE THE BOXES
IN THE TEXT MARKED “SA™?

“SA” stands for “Special Attention” (and, by
coincidence, is pronounced “essay”). The
purpose of the boxed essays is to draw
attention to particularly noteworthy phe-
nomena or trends.

Likely SA topics include new population
trends or new bird distribution patterns,
unusual invasions or migration events, field
research yielding new data, specific conser-
vation problems that have an impact on
birdlife, or detailed discussion of an out-
standing (or perplexing) rare bird record.
Experienced readers of North American
Birds make it a point to flip through all the
Regional Reports and read all the S.A.s,
even in regions where they do not read the

rest of the text.
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PO. BOX 196

PLANETARIUM STATION

NEW YORK, NY
10024 U.S.A.

(212) 866-7923

Tibetan Grasslands
7-31 May

“the greatest MALAYSIA
operator of . Malaya, Borneo,
omithological Mt. Kinabalu
tours on g AS. I al 26 June-18 JU'Y
sarth” Specialists
Arthur Write for INDONESIA #1
Frommer itineraries Halmahera/Sulawesi

1999
BIRDING
TOURS

WEST CHINA
Sichuan (Szechwan)
Panda Reserves

7 July -1 August

E. Eastern

Eur. Eurasian

Mt. Mountain

N. Northern

S. Southern

Ww. Western

Other abbreviations
and symbols referring to birds:
ad. adult

imm, immature

juv. juvenal or juvenile
sp. species

v.t. video-taped

1 written details were

CBC
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submitted for a sighting
a specimen was collected
Christmas Bird Count

2000 BIRDING TOURS INDONESIA #2
Lesser Sundas
mLAND 4 r:::lLlPPé':AES h Flores, Timor, Sumba
-390 January ruary-6 Marc Komodo, Sumbawa
WEST BURMA 1-22 August
sgﬂar:ra?ylA Mt. Victoria/Chin I-!ills
10 March-2 Apel NORTH BURMA
SHI LANKA BHUTAN EXPEDITION
28 January-14 February 7-30 April 2-28 November

NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS
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THE LODGE

ON LITTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND
Only 30 guests on 10,000 acres of
Georgia barrier island wilderness. 200+
species include Painted Buntings, Gull-
billed Terns, and Brown-headed Nuthatch.
Interpretive naturalists, canoeing, boating,
fishing, bicycles, and horseback riding.
Elegantly rustic accommodations and
gourmet regional cuisine. Visit our web
page: www.LittleStSimonslisland.com or
call toll-free (888) 733-5774.

HILL COUNTRY OF TEXAS

Come visit historic Reagan Wells Ranch.
Over 200 acres of hiking, birding & nature
trails in the peaceful Dry Frio Canyon.
Abundant wildlife. Quality accommo-
dations dating back to 1885.
Groups/Tours welcome. 1-800-277-6265
or e-mail: www.reaganwells.com

CLOCKWORK TRAVEL, INC.

Great Birding Spots like: (1) London: 1/2
to full-day tours; (2) England: year-round
guided tours, (3) lceland: unique experi-
ence! (4) Costa Rica: over 400 species;
(5) Belize: bird among Mayan Ruins;

(6) Ecuador: 1,500 bird species. Call 1-
800/752-6246 or e-mail to:
kenneth@clockbird.com

NEW ZEALAND:

SPECIAL PELAGIC TOUR

14 days around NZ in Sep ‘99: North,
South, & Stewart Islands. Mostly boat-
based, limited space; many endemics, esp.
albatrosses & penguins. Kiwi Wildlife
Tours, 24 Polkinghorne Drive,
Whangaparaoa, Auckland, NZ; e-mail
karenbd@clear.net.nz; www.kiwi-
wildlife.co.nz; +64+9 4242505, fax +64+
4780347

STUART HEALY - AZ BIRDING
PERSONAL GUIDING year-round for regu-
lars & rarities, leisurely or target birding.
Let my experience & local knowledge
enhance your trip. CUSTOM TOURS for
your small group in AZ or any western
state. NON-SMOKERS ONLY. 220 Stardust,
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635; 520/458-7603, fax
458-7353; shealy@theriver.com
http:/fwww.aztrogon.com

TOUR UNSPOILED GUYANA

and participate in 2nd annual Timberhead
Lodge Xmas count. First count had 244
species + 35 count week. Dec 28-Jan 9.
Rain & scrub forest, wet & dry savannah,
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marshes & more. Lodge area list has 408
spp. Send for info, bird lists. Best prices.
NEOTROPIC BIRD TOURS, 38 Brookside
Ave, Livingston, NJ 07039; 800/662-4852,
fax 973/884-2211.

SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Town, Karoo, Kalahari. Half-day to
12-day personalized birding tours.
Pelagics. Richard Grant, BIRD-WATCH
CAPE. Tel/fax +27 21 762 5059; Box
2589, Cape Town 8000 South Africa. E-
mail arg@iafrica.com;
http://users.iafrica.com/alar/arg

SCANDINAVIAN MIGRATION

"The Scandinavian Specialist.” Oland,
Sweden, Oct 8-11 - or customized. Eagles,
geese, Mutcracker, Siberian strays. US$795
ex. flights. Ibis Excursions, Ganlaseparken
46, 3660 Stenlese, Denmark. Tel
(+45)48195940, fax (+45)48195945; jeff-
price@ibis- excursions.dk The only
Scottish-American birdtour company

in Denmark!

AUSTRALIAN ORNITH. SERVICES
In 2000: Lord Howe/Norfolk Is., Thailand,
Tasmania, Sabah/Malay Peninsula,
SulawesifHalmahera, NE coast Q'land,
New Caledonia, outback trip (Strzelecki
Track), SW Aust., Broome/Derby WA, Sub-
Anarctic Is. Custom Deniliquin tours for
Plainswander, inland specialties. Philip
Maher, Box 385, South Yarra, 3141 Vic,
Australia; tel/fax: 61-3-98204223;
mahert@patash.com.au

CAVE CREEK CANYON, PORTAL, AZ
Myrtle Kraft Cottage sits on 47 acres
along Cave Creek. Extensive feeding
aftracts wide selection of birds, other wild
animals. Private location w/ spectacular
views, cottage has complete kitchen yet is
only a few minutes' walk from town's
restaurant. Rent by night, week, or month.
Anne & John Dominick, Box 384, Portal,
AZ 85632; 520/558-2443,

VIEH'S BED & BREAKFAST
956/425-4651, Rt. 4, Box 754, San
Benito, TX 78568. Hosts: Charles and Lana
Vieh; 3 units in heart of Rio Grande Valley,
mins. fr. Harlingen International Airport on
15- acre tree farm. Excellent birding on
property. Hearty breakfast served, other
meals and transportation by request. By
reservation only: rates $50 up; children
and pets welcome; no smoking. Website:
www.vieh.com

SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS
TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS
The photographs that appear in the
regional reports in North American Birds
add much to the interest and informa-
tion value of this journal. North
American Birds does not pay for the use
of photographs in this area, but we do
provide the opportunity to share your
photos with thousands of other active
birders.

In each issue, about 20-25 of the
photos submitted with the regional
reports are selected to be printed in
color, in a feature called “Pictorial High-
lights.” Generally these are very good
photographs showing birds of excep-
tional interest—either very rare va-
grants, or birds taking part in unusual
invasions or migrations.

The best way to submit photos to
North American Birds is to send them to
the appropriate regional editor. To make
things easier for these individuals (and
for us), please label all photos clearly
with the species, place, date, and your
name. In particular, print your name
legibly, as you would want it to appear in
the photo credit. We also need to know
the address to which photographs
should be returned. All photos will be
returned (to the regional editors or to
the photographers), but it may take sev-
eral months from the time they were
submitted.

Either slides or prints can be repro-
duced in North American Birds,
although given a choice we generally
prefer slides. Photographs of either kind
should be packaged so that they will not
be bent or crushed in the mail. Prints
should be labelled on the back, but not
with ballpoint pen, which may damage
the emulsion of the photograph. If felt
tip pens are used for labelling, the prints
should be separated with sheets of paper
s0 that the ink from the back of one will
not rub off on the face of another photo.

ARGENTINA SAMPLER

WITH FIELD GUIDES

Oct 30-Nov 16, ‘99 with Dave Stejskal
and Ned Brinkley. The best of Argentina at
four main sites in two-and-a-half weeks.
Includes Buenos Aires area, NW, Valdez
Pen., and Tierra del Fuego. Far itinerary,
contact Field Guides, 800/728-4953;
fgileader@aol.com
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