T . A B B> ™ L ST E w10 " I TN,

west indies region

ROBERT L. NORTON

he winter period reports were fewer

than expected. This is usually the sea-
son when north temperate zone birders
visit the Caribbean islands for a break from
colder climates, and to stir their imagina-
tions with species not yet seen. The value of
this report is the contribution by each of
you to a larger understanding of trends, an-
nual peregrinations, or rare occurrences of
migrants as “overlays” on the native bird
fauna. In fact, it’s the life of the indigenous
and endemic birds that is most curious to
me as we close in on the story in the penul-
timate winter of the 20th century.

The majority of reports to this Region
have come from visiting birders and peri-
odically from professional ornithologists. It
has been the desire of this editor to encour-
age resident amateurs and professionals to
pass along information on the birds of their
home island. Birding clubs and natural his-
tory societies in Puerto Rico, the Domini-
can Republic, Cuba, Jamaica, The Bahamas,
St. Lucia, Antigua, and others have made
important contributions in the past when
personal relationships were the basis for a
consistent West Indies Regional Report. But
as the years pass, many of those individuals
have either moved on or passed away. Read-
ers of this column will have to encourage in
their own fashion ways to develop new rela-
tionships for the purpose of reporting the
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status of avifauna from their homeland. It

is with gratitude that I can report on birds
from Bermuda through the efforts of An-
drew Dobson, Carl Mowery who visited Ja-
maica, and Jon Dunn who visited the
northern Bahamas last fall.

Lastly, word has come forward on the
satellite launching station project at Som-
brero in the Anegada Passage. There seems
to be no progress for conservation of this
Regionally important seabird colony and
home to endemic herpetofauna. The de-
pressed economy of St. Croix, United States
Virgin Islands, seems to be an integral part
of the mix and may have backing from
stateside research and development, con-
struction, and political interests.

Abbreviations: BVI (British Virgin Islands); DR
{Dominican Republic); PR (Puerto Rico).

A Manx Shearwater seen off S. Shore,
Bermuda, Feb. 4 was considered relatively
early (AD). An uncommon winter occur-
rence of Northern Gannet was noted Dec.
22 at Bermuda. A White Ibis wintered at
Bermuda for the 2nd year. A Ring-billed
Gull was noted at Negril, Jamaica, Jan.
22-27 (CM) for one of few reports from
that location. A West Indian Whistling-
Duck was reported (fide RR} from Tortola,
BVI, during the last week of December.
This is the first occurrence there in decades.

A Black Scoter was seen Dec. 8 at Spittal
Pond, Bermuda. Two Eur. Green-winged
Teal were present at Bermuda in December.
A Merlin was noted near the lighthouse at
Negril Jan. 22. Three Peregrine Falcons
were counted at Cabo Rojo, PR, Dec. 20 (JC
et al.), the same number as last winter; two
were seen at Fajardo, PR, Dec. 21 (JW et
al.), one at Tortola, BVI, Dec. 26; and a sin-
gle Peregrine was seen several times from
December through January at Bermuda,
suggesting an unusual overwintering re-
cord. With the dramatic, managed come-
back of this falcon in North America, we
should now be able to understand the his-
torical significance of wetlands and coastal
habitats to the migration and wintering
populations of this species in the West In-
dies. Perhaps a symbol of international in-
terdependence, sustaining Peregrine popu-
lations in this hemisphere will take more
than reducing chemical pollution and cap-
tive breeding programs in the United States
and Canada.

Three Piping Plovers, another listed
species dependent upon wetlands in the
Region, apparently overwintered at Bermu-
da, and two were noted at Fajardo, PR, Dec.
21 (JW et al.). A high count of 27 Bona-
parte’s Gulls Dec. 17 provided a seasonal
record at Bermuda. A Herring Gull was
seen at Cabo Rojo, PR, Dec. 20 (JC et al.).
Six Lesser Black-backed and 21 Great
Black-backed gulls were counted Dec. 22 at
Bermuda. A Black-legged Kittiwake was re-
ported from Bani salinas, DR, Dec. 21 (KW
et al.), but without any details as to age or
plumage characteristics. Kittiwakes, howev-
er, are not unprecedented in the area; there
was a mid-winter invasion into the Lesser
Antilles in 1984. Common Terns numbered
61 (KW et al.) at Bani salinas. Seven Rose-
ate Terns were reported from Cabo Rojo,
PR, Dec. 20 (JC), and four were reported
among 18 Royal Terns at San Juan estuary
Dec. 23 (LR-H). This is one of the largest
counts of Roseates on the Puerto Rico bank
in winter in several years.

DOVES THROUGH FINCHES

A Caribbean Dove was seen at Rocklands
feeding station in w. Jamaica Jan. 28. Two
White-winged Doves were counted Dec. 26
at Tortola, BVI (RR), representing the 2nd



consecutive winter and possibly an expan-
sion e. of Puerto Rico. Olive-throated Para-
keets were noted at Negril during Jan.
22-29. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was seen as
late as Dec. 20 at the east end of Bermuda.
Four Puerto Rican Nightjars were counted
Dec. 20 near Cabo Rojo (JC et al.). Black
Swifts were seen throughout the period
from Negril to the Rocklands feeding sta-
tion in Jamaica. A Jamaican Mango, the
least common of the island’s humming-
birds, was noted at Negril Jan. 23 and two
Jamaican Todies were seen at Rocklands
Jan. 28. A W. Kingbird was present until
Jan. 5 Talbot Estate, Bermuda. A rare occur-
rence of N. Rough-winged Swallow at
Bermuda was noted from Dec. 10-22. The
last record was in 1985 (fide AD). Cave
Swallows numbered 1152 at Cabo Rojo, PR,
Dec. 20 (JC et al.), 35 at San Juan harbor es-
tuary Dec. 23, and 15+ were noted flying
into a cave at RockHouse Resort, Negril,
Jan. 27, indicating a likely nesting location
on the w. coast of Jamaica. Tree Swallows
were also noted on several days at Negril
Jan. 22-29. Caribbean Martins in the
Greater Antilles before February are rare,
but 13 were counted in the vicinity of Cabo
Rojo Dec. 20 (JC et al.). House Sparrows
have been exploding in the British Virgin
Islands, with 19 counted Dec. 26 (RR et al.)
compared to four last winter.

The endemic Arrow-headed Warbler
was seen at Rocklands, Jamaica, Jan. 28. Mi-
grant warblers in Jamaica included Black-
and-white at Rocklands, Black-throated
Blue at Negril, Palm at both locations,
Ovenbird at Rocklands, and Am. Redstart at
both sites. Palm Warblers were apparently
abundant this year as Mowery described
them “as thick as flies.” A Swainson’s War-
bler was present at Bermuda Dec. 22 and a
Blackpoll Warbler at Bermuda Dec. 22 was
very late. Also late were a Summer Tanager
Dec. 18 at Devonshire Marsh and a Blue
Grosbeak Dec. 19 at Bermuda. A White-
winged Crossbill was present at Bermuda
until Dec. 22 and 10 Com. Redpolls were
counted Dec. 22 and one was last seen
Jan. 4.

Received too late to be included in the fall
report are some additions to the Bahamas
occurrences. Jon Dunn provided these
notes: an Am. Pipit seen and photographed
at Marsh Harbour dump, Great Abaco, Oct.
25 & 27; a Nashville Warbler Oct. 27, also
unusual in the Bahamas, following a report
of one at New Providence in October 1997.
Contributors (subregional editors in bold-
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face): Eric Amos, Jose Colon, Andrew
Dobson, Jon Dunn, Penni Hill, Jeremy
Madeiros, Carl Mowery, Bernardo Oatley,
Roger and Patricia Pocklington, Andre
Raine, Paul Reed, Luis Rivera-Herrera,
Rowan Roy, Kate Wallace, David and Helge
Wingate.
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BIRD
SLIDES

5,000 Species from All
Over the World

SUIDE SETS

Familiar Birds, Raptors,
Eastern Warblers, Owls
Endangered Species, Bird Be-
havior, Bird Families

of the World, Neotropical Mi-
grants & more

INDIVIDUAL SLIDES

Selected from over 65,000 images
and custom duplicated
to suit your needs

Request our free North American
catalog or send a list of species de-
sired, indicating age, sex, behavior,
or color morph. Catalog slides are
$3 each, custom slides $5 each.
Minimum $15 order. Allow 4 weeks
fFor delivery. (These slides are for
non-profit lectures only and may
not be duplicated. For publication
or other reproduction rights, please
call us.)

VIREO

Visual Resources for Ornithology

Academy of Natural Sciences
1900 Ben Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103
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Registration information:
www.imperialcounty.com/birdfest
P.O. Box 156, Imperial, CA 92251
(760) 344-FLY
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SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS
TO FIELD NOTES

The photographs that appear in the re-
gional reports in Field Notes add much
to the interest and information value of
this journal. Field Notes does not pay for
the use of photographs in the Reports,
but we do provide the opportunity to
share your photos with thousands of
other active birders.

In each issue, about 20 to 25 of the
photos submitted with the regional re-
ports are selected to be printed in color,
in the feature “Pictorial Highlights.”
Generally these are good photographs
showing birds of exceptional interest—
either very rare vagrants, or birds taking
part in unusual invasions or migrations.

The best way to submit photos to
Field Notes is to send them to the appro-
priate regional editor. To make things
easier for these individuals (and for us),
please label all photos clearly with the
species, place, date, and your name. In
particular, print your name legibly, as
you would want it to appear in the pho-
to credit. We also need to know the ad-
dress to which photographs should be
returned. All photos will be returned (to
the regional editors or to the photogra-
phers), but it may take several months
from the time they were submitted.

Either slides or prints can be repro-
duced in Field Notes, although given a
choice we prefer slides. Photographs of
either kind should be packaged so that
they will not be bent or crushed in the
mail. Prints should be labelled on the
back, but not with ballpoint pen, which
may damage the emulsion of the photo-
graph. If felt tip pens are used for la-
belling, the prints should be separated
with sheets of paper so that the ink from
the back of one will not rub off on the
face of another photo.

FIELD ROTES



