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GUY 14CCASKIE 

he winter was wetter than normal, par- ticularly so during February. In sharp 
contrast to last winter, almost no mountain 

species ventured into the lowlands, and 
those irruptive species such as the Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, Cassin's Finch, and Red 

Crossbill went virtually unreported away 
from areas of expected occurrence. An im- 
pressive number of gulls on the Salton Sea 
were probably attracted by the abundance 
of dead and dying fish. 

The highlight of the season was the dis- 
covery of a long-staying Couch's Kingbird 
in Orange County. A SlaW-backed Gull on 
the Salton Sea proved more elusive, but 
may establish the first record for the State. 
An Arctic Loon and Eurasian Dotterel just 
south of the border were both new for 

Mexico. 

Abbreviations: EC.R. (Furnace Creek Ranch, 
Death Valley National Monument, Inyo); 
N.E.S.S. (north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside 

Go.); S.E.S.S. (south end of the Salton Sea, Im- 
perial Co.). Since virtually all rarities in s. Cali- 
fornia are seen by many observers, only the ob- 
server(s) initially finding and identifying the bird 
are included. Documentation for species on the 
California Bird Records Committee (CBRC) re- 
view list is forwarded to the CBRC Secretary 
(Michael M. Rogers, RO. Box 340, Moffett Field, 
CA 94035-0340) and archived at the Western 
Foundation for Vertebrate Zoology in Camarillo. 

LOOl•i$ TO WATERFOWL 

An Arctic Loon, the first to be found in 

Mexico, videotaped at San Quintin, Baja 
California, Feb. 21 (SNGH, RAE, RAH) had 
undoubtedly passed along the coast of S. 
California on its way south last fall. The 
Red-necked Grebe found at Morro Bay 
Nov. 9 was still present Jan. 18 (TME); sin- 
gle birds were at Santa Barbara Jan. 3-13 
(PCC) and Marina del Rey, Los Angeles, Jan. 
10-Feb. 15 (KL); the one found at Bolsa 
Chica, Orange, Nov. 6 was still present Feb. 
5 (DRW); another was at Dana Pt., Orange, 

Feb. 15 onward (TR); and the one found 
inland near Victorville, San Bernardino, 

Nov. 16 was still present Jan. 4 (CMcG). 
This was far more than normally expected 
in S. California. 

A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, rare in S. 
California waters, was seen in the Santa 
Barbara Channel off Santa Barbara Mar. 1 

(AK). A near-ad. Masked Booby pho- 
tographed near San Miguel 1. Feb. 16 
(PMcN) is the 10th to be reported in Cali- 
fornia. A Blue-looted Booby at S.E.S.S. Feb. 
19-28 (IEP, DSP, DN, GE) may have been 
the same bird seen at Salton City Nov. 29. 
At least three Brown Boobies were found 

along the coast, with one at the entrance to 
Morro Bay Dec. 20-22 (ISR, KAH) and 
what may well have been the same bird at 
nearby San Simeon la.n. 19 (KH); an imma- 
ture around the entrance to Newport Bay, 
Orange, Dec. 7-Feb. 7 (LRH, JP) and what 
was probably the same bird off Newport 
Beach Jan. 17 (DSP); and an ad. male brew- 
sterii with Brown Pelicans on the cliffs in La 

Iolla, San Diego, Feb. 4 (PL), and what was 
most likely the same bird on the cliffs at 
nearby Pt. Loma Feb. 7 (RR). 

The imm. Tricolored Heron at Bolsa 

Chica since Sept. 20, and the other at Impe- 
rial Beach, San Diego, since Nov. 3, were 
both still present at the end of the period 
(IEP, GMcC), and an adult found inland at 
N.E.S.S. Jan. 31 was still present Mar. 7 
(MAP). The ad. Reddish Egret at Imperial 
Beach since Aug. 7 remained through Dec. 
20 (GMcC). A Wood Stork at the San Diego 
Wild Animal Park near Escondido Jan. 27 

(JB) is known to have been present at least 
10 years. 

A Tundra Swan near Lakeview, Riverside, 
Mar. 8 on (VH) was the southernmost of 
the very few reported in this Region this 
winter. The dark-morph Ross's Goose first 
seen at S.E.S.S. Nov. 17 was still present Feb. 
21 (MAP). A female Tufted Duck at Satico•4 
Ventura, Jan. 17-28 (ST) was believed to be 
the same individual present at this location 
during past winters, but a male in Bakers- 
field Jan. 23-Feb. 7 (JCW) and another 
male in San Diego Feb. 5-Mar. I (BRZ) 
were at locations where previously 
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unrecorded. A female Harlequin Duck, rare 
in S. California, was at San Simeon, San Luis 

Obispo, Jan. 25 (BAB); another was at 
Morro Bay Dec. 5-Jan. 18 (AC); one flew S 
past La Jolla Feb. 20 (GMcC); and a 4th was 
in Chula Vista, San Diego, Jan. 22-30 (RP). 
Oldsquaw appeared to be a little more nu- 
merous along the coast than usual, with at 
least 10 reported during the period, and 
Black Scoters were definitely more numer- 
ous than in recent years, with at least 35 re- 
ported, including five together as far south 
as Imperial Beach Dec. 20-Jan. 1 (GMcC). A 
Surf Scoter on Klondike L. near Big Pine, 
In)o, Feb. 24 (T&JH), another near Vic- 
torville Jan. 15-Feb. 1 (SJM), and a male in 
Borrego Springs, San Diego, Feb. 8-9 (PAG), 
along with three more on the Salton Sea 
during February (GMcC, CAM), were in- 
land. A White-winged Scoter on Tinemaha 
Res. near Big Pine Jan. 2 (MTH) was inland. 

RAPTORS TO SHOREBIRDS 

Bald Eagles were more numerous and 
widespread than normal, with individuals at 
such unexpected localities as the Sepulveda 
Basin near Encino, LosAngeleg Dec. I 1-Jan. 
16 (DS) and at least five more in coastal Or- 
angebetween Dec. 21 and Mar. 12 (DRW). 
The Zone-tailed Hawk spending its 5th 
winter in Goleta, Santa Barbara, was still 

present Mar. 14 (JEL); the adult spending its 
5th winter around Ojai, Ventura, was seen 
Dec. 3 (WW); another was at Rancho Mis- 
sion Viejo, Orange, Dec. 20 (PDeS); and the 
adult found near Escondido Sept. 28 was 
still present Dec. 26 (GMcC). A Swainsons 
Hawk near S.E.S.S. Feb. 7 (BRZ) was be- 
lieved to be wintering locally. Rough-legged 
Hawks were considered more numerous 

than usual in the Owens and Antelope Val- 
leys (T&JH, MSanM), with individuals 
pushing as far south as near S.E.S.S. Nov. 
22-Feb. 21 (EAC). 

Two Sandhill Cranes near Pt. Mugu 
N.A.S., Ventura, Nov. 27-Dec. 21 (ST) were 
on the immediate coast, where most un- 

usual. Up to nine Pacific Golden-Plovers 
near Pt. Mugu N.A.S. all winter (DDJ) and 
two-three in Seal Beach, Orange, during 
the same period (DRW) were at traditional 
wintering localities; one in Huntington 
Beach, Orange, Jan. 18 (BED) was believed 
to be wintering in that area, but one in Go- 
leta Dec. 12-31 (DAK) and two remaining 
near Imperial Beach to Dec. 16 (PM) ap- 
peared to be late fall stragglers. A flock of 
139 Mt. Plovers on the Carrizo Plain Jan. 24 
(TME) were the only ones reported away 
from the major wintering area in the 
Imperial Valley s. of the Salton Sea. A 

Eurasian Dotterel, the first to be found in 

Mexico and well photographed near La Mi- 
sion, Baja California, Jan. 30 onward 
(K&CR), is a species recorded five times in 
N. California, and yet to be found in S. Cal- 
ifornia. A Red Knot inland at S.E.S.S. Mar. 6 

(GMcC) was believed to have spent the 
winter locally. A male Ruff near Pt. Mugu 
N.A.S. Mar. 7 (ST, DDJ) had probably 
wintered locally. 

GULLS TO I•!URRELE'rS 

Single Laughing Gulls along the coast in 
San Luis Obispo Jan. 16 (JSR), Morro Bay 
Feb. 18-27 (SD), and Huntington Beach 
Nov. 16 onward (JEP), along with up to two 
in Carlsbad, San Diego, Jan. 16-Mar. 28 
(Toll) and another at San Nicolas I. Mar. 1 
(MAP), were unexpected since this species 
is most unusual anywhere in California 
away from the Salton Sea. A Franklins Gull 
in Goleta Jan. 16 (FE) was the only one re- 
ported this winter. The Black-headed Gull 
present for its 6th winter in Santa Barbara 
since Nov. 17 remained through Dec. 24 
(JEL). The Band-tailed (Belcher's) Gull 
found near Imperial Beach Aug. 3 remained 
through Jan. 2 (DGS). The ad. Lesser 
Black-backed Gull present at Dana Pt. for 
its 4th winter was still present Mar. 4 (JW). 
The only Glaucous Gull was a first-winter 
bird near Imperial Beach Mar. 13-15 
(PAG). Black-legged Kittiwakes remained 
virtually absent through January, but the 

A The influx of gulls to the Salton Sea this winter was without 

precedent. Given that there is over 100 mi 
of shoreline, accurate counts are difficult, 

but tens of thousands of Ring-billed and 
California gulls, 1000-2000 Herring 
Gulls, and 10-15 Yellow-footed Gulls are 

expected most winters. In addition, 
five-eight Thayer's, three-five Glaucous- 
winged and an occasional Mew Gull are 
also present. 

A conservative estimate of 10,000- 

15,000 Herring Gulls, along with about 30 
Thayer's, at least 15 Glaucous-winged, 
and single ad. Mew Gulls at S.E.S.S. Feb. 
14 (WCR) and at N.E.S.S. Feb. 16 (MAP), 
were present during January and Febru- 
ary. More unusual at this time of the year 
were single Laughing Gulls at N.E.S.S. 
Feb. 7 (GMcC), Finney L. near S.E.S.S. 
Feb. 14 (GMcC), and at Salton City, Irnpe- 
ria• Feb. 28-Mar. 1 (CHoo, RW, DSC). At 
least five sub-ad. W. Gulls between Jan. 28 
and Mar. 8 (CAM, GMcC, MAP), along 

presence of at least 15 at San Nicolas I. Feb. 
28 (MAP), along with two or three more 
along the coast in late February, suggested a 
small influx of these birds late in the winter. 

An Elegant Tern at Dana Pt. Dec. 14 
(MTH), two seen flying past Pt. Mugu Jan. 
I (ST) and another at Zuma Beach, Los 
Angeles, on the same day (DAP) were 
unusually late. 

A Marbled Murrelet found at Marina 

del Rey Nov. 16 was still present Mar. 1 
(KLG). Two Ancient Murrelets at the en- 
trance to Morro Bay Dec. 8 (BAB), another 
off Morro Bay Dec. 31 (GPS), and at least 
seven at San Nicolas I. Feb. 28 (MAP) were 
the only ones reported. 

DOVES TO SWALLOWS 

Eurasian Collared-Doves appear to be es- 
tablished and breeding in coastal San Luis 
Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura, but 
may have originated from released birds 
rather than reaching California from the ex- 
panding populations in the s.e. United 
States. Up to two White-winged Doves in 
Morro Bay all winter (KJZ), another in Go- 
leta Dec. 10-Jan. 3 (DC), and single birds in 
Huntington Beach Dec. I (SGM) and in 
nearby Costa Mesa Jan. 4 (JEP) were along 
the coast where rare, especially so at this 
time of year. Two Inca Doves at EC.R. 
Jan. 29 (T&JH) were at a location where 
this species now appears established and 
resident. 

A Lesser Nighthawk at Finney L. Jan. 

with an ad. wymani at Desert Shores, Im- 
perial, Mar. 8 (MAP), far exceeded the 
number recorded in any previous year, 
and a 2nd-winter Heermann's Gull at 

S.E.S.S. Jan. 18-24 (MAP), along with an 
adult there Jan. 24 onward (MAP), in- 
creases the number of winter records for 

the Salton Sea to five. Topping this were 
five Lesser Black-backed Gulls, a casual 
straggler to California, with an adult at 
S.E.S.S. Jan. 19 (GMcC), a first-winter 
bird at the same location Jan. 24-Mar. 8 
(MAP), an adult at N.E.S.S. Jan. 21-Mar. 
7 (DSP), another adult at another loca- 
tion at N.E.S,S. Feb, 14-Mar. 8 (MAP), 
and an adult in Salton City Mar. 1-7 
(KSG). However, the star of the show was 
a 4th-winter Slaty-backed Gull pho- 
tographed in Salton City Feb. 21-28 
(MTH, CAM, GMcC, MAP); a gull be- 
lieved to be this species was pho- 
tographed in Ventura Feb. 5, 1995 (Field 
Notes49:198-199), but is still pending en- 
dorsement by the C.B.R.C. 
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Emrasian Collared-Dove (with Mourning Doves) im Morro 
Bay, California, on December 4, 1997. This species appears 
to be established at a some localities along the coast 
of southern California, but the origin of these populations 
is unknown. Photograph/Barry R. Zimmer 

Couch's Kingbird in Fullerton, California, on January ! !, 
1998. A first record for the Pacific Coast, this bird was 
understandably first identified as a Tropical Kingbird. 
Although vocalizations are the best way to distinguish 
the two, notice this bird's very broad-based bill, 
seen to good advantage in this picture. For another 
photo, see the pages of Pictorial Highlights. 
Photograph/Larry Sansone 

24-Feb. 14 (TRC) is one of a few known to 
have spent the winter in S. California. 
Three Vaux's Swifts near Cambria Jan. 19 
(BAB) and one with White-throated Swifts 
over L. Hodges, San Diego, Dec. 14 (BKS) 
were undoubtedly wintering locally. A fe- 
male Broad-billed Hummingbird in Ran- 
cho Santa Fe, San Diego, Jan. 5-10 (MBS) 
was the only one found this winter. Totally 
unexpected was a male Broad-tailed Hum- 
mlnsbird in Santa Barbara Jan. 3 on 
(RAH), since this species is accidental along 
the coast and recorded only once before in 
California in winter. Six Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers were reported, with single birds 
along the coast at El Capitan State Beach 
near Goleta Nov. 26-Jan. 15 (JEL), in Gole- 
ta Mar. 1 (KB), at Saticoy Dec. 21-Feb. 15 
(ST), Orange Jan. 18-25 (DRW), in San 
Diego Mar. 3 (DA), and inland at California 
City, Kern, Jan. 10 (JCW). 

A "Traill's" FIycatcher in Irvine, Orange, 
Dec. 20-22 (CR, DRW, JEP) was only the 
2nd to be found in California at this time of 

year. Two Least Flycatchers were found this 
winter, with one near Lakeview, Riverside, 
Dec. 30-Mar. 1 (KFC) and the other near 
Imperial Beach Jan. 28 (TRC). A Ham- 
mond's Flycatcher, less likely in winter than 
the previous species, was in Westminster, 
Orang• all winter (TEW), and a 2nd was in 

nearby Huntington Beach Jan. 27-Mar. 17 
(KSG). A calling Dusky Flycatcher in New- 
port Beach Jan. 4 (DRW) was only the 2nd 
to be found in Orange in winter. A Gray 
Flycatcher in Newport Beach Dec. 30-Mar. 
21 (JEP) was the only one reported. Single 
"W. Flycatchers," unexpected in winter, 
were at separate localities in Long Beach, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27-Jan. 1 (JFin) and Feb. 4 
(TEW); near Chino, San Bernardino, Feb. 
27 (JEP); and five more were at various lo- 
calities in Orange during the period (DRW, 
IEP, KSG). The only E. Phoebes found were 
one in L. Forest, Orange, Dec. 21-Feb. 15 
(TEW) and another inland at S.E.S.S. Feb. 
15-Mar. 7 (DSP). A Vermilion Flycatcher in 
Santa Barbara lan. 31-Feb. 21 (MAH) was 
the northernmost of the 10 reported win- 
tering along the coast. Two Dusky-capped 
Flycatchers were found, with one in L. For- 
rest Dec. 21-Jan. 24 (TEW) and the other 
inland at Finney L. near S.E.S.S. Jan. 
12-Mar. 28 (BDW). An Ash-throated Fly- 
catcher in Long Beach Nov. 27-Jan. 10 
(TEW) and another in Huntington Beach 
Nov. 2-Feb. 28 (TEW) were along the coast 
where rare in winter. 

A vocal Couch's Kingbird well docu- 
mented in Fullerton, Orange, Dec. 31-Feb. 
21 (BED, JEP) was the first to be identified 
on the Pacific coast, and illustrates the fact 

that all "Tropical Kingbirds" should be 
identified by call before being identified to 
species. Six Tropical Kingbirds, identified 
by voice, were known to be present, with 
single birds in Goleta Oct. 22-Feb. 27 
(JEL), near Pt. Mugu N.A.S. Jan. 4 (ST), in 
Long Beach Nov. 30-Jan. 1 (KSG) and at 
another location in Long Beach Dec. 
15-Feb. 28 (KSG), and two together in Im- 
perial Beach Dec. 20-Jan 24 (CGE). Im- 
pressive numbers of Cassin's Kingbirds at 
communal roosts included 70-75 in Fuller- 

ton (BED), 35-40 at one location in Long 
Beach (KSG), and 30-35 at another loca- 
tion in Long Beach (KSG). The Thick- 
billed Kingbird present for its 6th winter in 
Pomona, Los Angeles, since Oct. 30 was still 
present Feb. 21 (RWR). At least one W. 
Kingbird with roosting Cassin's Kingbirds 
in Fullerton Jan. 5-11 (BED) was unexpect- 
ed, since less than half a dozen have been 
found in California in winter. A Scissor- 

tailed Flycatcher, a casual straggler to 
California, was in Murrieta, Riverside, 
Dec. 13-Jan. 3 (KFC). 

Although a few N. Rough-winged Swal- 
lows regularly winter around the Salton 
Sea, and an occasional individual is found 

along the coast at this same time, one near 
Bakersfield Dec. 21-Feb. 28 (JCW) was 
unexpected. A Bank Swallow at S.E.S.S. 
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southern pacific coast 
Dec 23 (GMcC) was one of very few to be 
found in California in winter. A Cliff Swal- 

low at S.E.S.S. Feb. 16 (CAM) was believed 
to have wintered locally, and another in 
Bishop, In?o, Feb. 22 (CHow) was remark- 
ably early for this far north, if a spring mi- 
grant Barn Swallows appeared more nu- 
merous and widespread, as indicated by at 
least 15 at S.E.S.S. Dec. 23 (GMcC), 42 at 
N E S S. Jan. 31 (MAP), 18 at Oso Flaco L., 
San Luis Obispo, Jan. 21 (BAB), and two as 
far north as Big Pine Jan. 14 (T&JH). 

CHICKADEES 

TO WOOD WARBLERS 

A Chestnut-backed Chickadee in Carpinte- 
na Nov. 29-Mar. 6 (JEL) was s. of this 
species' range. Up to two Winter Wrens in 
Capistrano Beach, Orange, Jan. 10-19 
(BED) were unusually far south. A Brown 
Thrasher, a casual straggler to California, 
was seen in Long Beach Feb. 22 (DR). Re- 
markable was the presence of at least 12 
Sprague's Pipits near S.E.S.S. Jan. 10-Mar. 
28 (EAC) since this species is considered a 
casual straggler to California, with five 
being the previous largest number at one 
location. An imm. N. Shrike in Big Pine 
Dec. 7-8 (T&JH) and an adult at nearby 
Tollhouse Springs Dec. 14 (T&JH) were the 
only two reported. 

A wintering Bell's Vireo remained near 
Corona, Riverside, Nov. 18-Mar. 12 (JEP). 
Five Cassin's Vireos and nine Plumbeous 

Vireos were reported in the coastal low- 
lands during the winter, but those in De- 
cember may have been late fall stragglers 
rather than wintering birds. A Warbling 
Vireo in Newport Beach Jan. 14 (JEP) was 
one of a very few ever to be found in Cali- 
fornia at this time of year. The Philadelphia 
Vireo present in Irvine since Oct. 24 was 
last seen Dec. 14 (ST). 

The only Tennessee Warbler reported 
was one near San Pedro, Los Angeles, Jan. 6 
(RB) Eight Nashville Warblers at various 
localities along the coast between San Luis 
Oblspo and San Diego was about average. 
Single Lucy's Warblers, rare in winter, were 
in Ventura Nov. 21-Feb. 22 (CHol) and 
Eagle Rock, Los Angeles, Dec. 20-Jan. 8 
(DSC) Yellow Warblers were decidedly 
scarcer than expected along the coast, and 
only two were found around S.E.S.S., where 
small numbers are normal in winter. Four 

Chestnut-sided Warblers were found, with 
single birds in San Luis Obispo Dec. 
23-Jan 18 (JSR), W. Los Angeles Jan. 16 
(TEW), Long Beach Dec. 30-Mar. 10 
(KSG), and in Huntington Beach Jan. 
12-Feb 7 (KSG) Single Hermit Warblers in 

Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, Jan. 21-Feb. 17 
(JMC); Long Beach Dec. 7 (MSanM); Santa 
Ana, Orange, Jan. 2-4 (GLT); Newport 
Beach Jan. 4-11 (BED); Lemon Heights, 
Orange, Jan. 24 (JEP); and in San Diego 
Dec. 19-Jan. 22 (PU) were a little more 
than expected. A female Black-throated 
Green Warbler near Oceanside, San Diego, 
Nov. 16-Mar. 1 (PAG) and a male in Na- 
tional City, San Diego, Nov. 4-Apr. 10 
(DWA) were the same birds at these 2 
locations all of last winter. 

The Pine Warbler found in Long Beach 
Nov. 25 was present all winter (KSG) and 
another was in Fullerton Dec. 1-Jan. 24 
(JEP); one or two are now present in S. Cal- 
ifornia most winters. A Prairie Warbler 

near Sweeny Pass in the s. part ofAnza Bor- 
rego S.P. Feb. 8 (JOZ) was undoubtedly 
wintering in that area. At least eight Palm 
Warblers along the coast was slightly less 
than we have become accustomed to at this 

time of the year. At least 15 Black-and- 
white Warblers were found along the coast 
for an average number for this time of year, 
but four Am. Redstarts in the same area 

were fewer than expected. The Worm-eat- 
ing Warbler found in Westminster Oct. 30 
was still present Feb. 28 (JEP). Wintering 
N. Waterthrushes included single birds 
along the coast in Irvine Dec. 31-Jan. 27 
(RAE) and near Imperial Beach Dec. 20 
(GMcC), and inland at S.E.S.S. Dec. 23 
(GMcC). A MacGillivray's Warbler, most 
unusual in winter, was in W. Los Angeles 
Jan. 21 (NL). An average number of Wil- 
son's Warblers were present along the coast, 
with most in San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Barbara, as usual. A Painted Redstart at E1 

Capitan State Beach Sept. 28-Jan. 24 (JEL) 
was the same bird present at this location 
during the past 2 winters, and another in 
San Diego Feb. 2 (Tall) was also most likely 
wintering locally. 

TANAGERS TO ORIOLES 

A female Hepatic Tanager at c. 4000 ft. in 
Trabuco Canyon, Orange, Dec. 27 (CR) was 
at an unexpected locality, and the only one 
reported. Twelve Summer Tanagers at vari- 
ous localities along the coast between Los 
Osos, San Luis Obispo, and San Diego was 
about as expected, but wintering W. Tan- 
agers in the same area appeared scarcer 
than normal. Four Rose-breasted Gros- 

beaks were reported, with three around 
Santa Barbara between Oct. 29 and Feb. 2 

(JEL, VM, SH) and the 4th in San Dimas, 
Los Angeles, Jan. 31-Mar. 3 (JG). A Black- 
headed Grosbeak, less likely in winter than 
the previous species, was in Goleta Dec 15 

(CR) and another was in Santa Barbara 

Jan. 3 (FS), but these were probably excep- 
tionally late fall migrants rather than win- 
tering birds. A Lazuli Bunting in Goleta Jan 
2 (RAH) was only the 3rd to be found in 
California in winter. A male Painted Bunt- 

ing frequenting a feeder in Eagle Rock most 
of the winter was probably an escapee. 

A Green-tailed Towhee in Seal Beach 

Feb. 5 (JEP) was the only one reported from 
along the coast. A Black-chinned Sparrow in 
a remote area of Anza Borrego S.P. Jan. 11 
(JD) was one of a very few to be found in 
California in winter. A Black-throated Spar- 
row at L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara, Nov. 
7-Apr. 3 (JEL) and another near Ojai Jan. 4 
(DP) were w. of the mountains, where un- 
usual any time of year. The only Lark 
Bunting was one near Big Pine Dec. 
16-Mar. 3 (T&JH). A Nelson's Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow on Morro Bay Dec. 2-Jan. 16 (CG) 
and up to two on Upper Newport Bay Nov. 
D-Jan. 25 (JEP) were at large salt-marshes 
where small numbers probably occur every 
winter. Thirteen Swamp Sparrows scattered 
throughout the Region were fewer than ex- 
pected. Twelve White-throated Sparrows at 
various localities in the Region was far less 
than normal, but seven Harris's Sparrows in 
the same area were about normal. A Mc- 

Cowifs Longspur and at least one Chestnut- 
collared Longspur near Norco, Riverside, 
Dec. 14-18 (DSC), up to two Chestnut-col- 
lared Longspurs near Big Pine Jan. 31-Feb. 
9 (T&JH), and a Lapland Longspur in Gole- 
ta Dec. 13-26 (MAH) were the only 
longspurs reported. 

A Rusty Blackbird in Bakersfield Jan. 
17-Feb. 7 (BM) was probably the same in- 
dividual seen in nearby Arvin Nov. 15. A 
Com. Grackle, a casual vagrant to Califor- 
nia, was in Bishop Dec. 14 (JFit), and an- 
other was photographed in Widomar, 
Riverside, Jan. 21-Feb. 15 (CH). A female 
Orchard Oriole spending its 3rd winter in 
Santa Barbara Nov. 16-Mar. 19 (JEL) was 
the only one known present. A Hooded 
Oriole, by far the rarest of the orioles found 
in California in winter, was in Long Beach 
Dec. 27 (TEW), another was in Costa Mesa 
Jan. 4 (JEP), and a 3rd was in Anaheim Feb. 

7 (DRW). Ten Baltimore Orioles along 
coastal areas was an average number for 
this time of year, but 35 Bullock's Oriole in 
the same area were fewer than expected. 
Small numbers of Scott's Orioles regularly 
spend the winter along the w. edge of the 
low deserts of San Diego and Riverside, 
but one near Santa Barbara Dec. 29-Jan. 2 
(SB) was the only one reported w. of the 
mountains 
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nesford, Robert W. Reiling, David Rice, 
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ly acknowledged submitted reports this 
season. 
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Museum, Balboa Park, RO. Box 1390, San 
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l Nifio-related dry conditions began in late fall, and worsened during winter 
throughout the state and particularly on 
Maui and Hawai'i Islands. February rainfall 
was less than 50% of normal at 63 of 73 sta- 

tions, with many reporting under 20%. 
Mountain areas were less affected, but nest- 

ing was impeded for lowland species that 
usually start breeding after the winter rains. 
Researchers and tourists now visiting Mid- 
way are continuing to find exciting birds 
wandering to this mid-Pacific outpost. 

Abbreviations: EES. (French Frigate Shoals); H. 
(Hawai'i Island); K. (Kaua ? Island); M. (Maul Is- 
land); O. (O•hu Island). 

GREBES THROUGH FALCONS 

A Pied-billed Grebe first seen Jan. 23 at 
Hanalei N.W.R., K., remained at least into 

March (CM). This straggler could well be 
from North America rather than from the 

tiny population on Hawai'i I. The first 

known record of a Pied-billed in Hawaii 

was at this same Hanalei site 2 decades ago. 
The female Short-tailed Albatross (Endan- 
gered, band #015) returned again this year 
to her same spot on Sand I., Midway, and 
sat on an egg without leaving for at least 60 
days into January. She had sat on an egg at 
this site early in 1994 and again in early 
1996, each time for 2 months before giving 
up. The eggs were all infertile. Hawaiian 
(Dark-rumped) Petrels (Endangered)were 
reported back at the summit of Haleakala 
Mt. Mar. 1. Two were seen after dark and a 

dozen others heard (DP). One Juan Fer- 
nandez Petrel (regular in the central Pacific, 
well offshore) was observed at sea 50 mi w. 
ofNihoa I. about Dec. 24 (TS). 

An ad. male Lesser Frigatebird was re- 
ported Dec. 17-18 at Tern I., EES. (TS), 
where one or two of this species have oc- 
curred regularly over the past 2 decades. 
More unusual was an observation of two ad. 

males Dec. 28 at Laysan I. (CD), where the 
species has been rarely if ever reported pre- 
viously. One Great Blue Heron, a straggler 
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