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It was an extremely quiet season in the 
Region, with very few rarities reported 
and--other than northern owls--very few 
irruptive species present. While the bird- 
ing was quiet, the weather was tumul- 
tuous. Throughout the northern portions 
of the Region, snow fell in records 
amounts. In Minnesota, 40 of 87 counties 
were declared disaster areas for snow 

removal. Temperatures were average to 
bdow average throughout the season, and 
there were several very large storm systems 
which lasted several days. In all, the 
weather was considered by most observers 
to be miserable. 

To avoid duplication, Christmas Bird 
Count data is omitted unless otherwise 
noted. 

Loons to Ibises 

Red-throated Loons seem to be becoming 
more regular in Michigan in early winter; 
this season _<five birds were seen from Dec. 

11-Jan. 8 off the St. Joseph R. mouth in 

Berrien (AB, KM, m.ob.). A Pacific Loon 
present at Muskegon S.P., Muskegon, from 
Dec. 13-14 provided Michigan a rare 
record away from Whitefish Pt., Chippewa 
(BBo, DM). In Wisconsin, an individual 
on Big Cedar L., •shington, Dec. I (BD) 
would provide a record-late date. A Pied- 
billed Grebe overwintered in Wisconsin at 

Fremont on the Wolf R. (DT, DN), while 
in Minnesota one wintered in Ottertail 

(DM, SM) and another was present to Jan. 
1 in •dd (JK, SK). Wisconsin had Red- 
necked Grebes to mid-December on Madi- 

son L. (PA et al.) and to Dec. 15 on L. 
Michigan at Virmond Park, Ozaukee 
(TW). Also on Madison L., WI, was a 
Western Grebe to mid-December (PA); in 
Michigan, where the species is much rarer, 
one was seen at St. Joseph, Berrien, Dec. 
17 and Jan. 4-5 (KM, AB, JG). Minnesota 
had overwintering Am. White Pelicans in 
Goodhue (HH, CS) and Dakota (DJe, 
m.ob.). An injured individual in Wiscon- 
sin was discovered on L. Delevan Dec. 21, 
captured, r•habilitated, and taken to Flori- 
da and released. Double-crested Cor- 
morants overwintered in their normal loca- 

tions in Monroe, MI, but, unlike previous 
years, did not remain through the period 
in Wisconsin. An imm. Black-crowned 

Night-Heron was found in Bay, MI Jan. 
20 (JS, GS). Unusual far north for Min- 
nesota was a Great Blue Heron, which suc- 

cessfully overwintered in Ramsey (KB). 

Waterfowl 

In Wisconsin, several flocks of 90 Tundra 

Swans were seen in Jeerson (KH) and 
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Madison (SR) until mid-December, with 
smaller numbers until late December- 

early January in Madison and Ozaukee. 
Minnesota had one overwintering in 
Wright (KB). Michigan had good Tundra 
Swan numbers that stayed through 
the period in Wayne and the Saginaw 
Bay area. Reports of Trumpeter Swan 
continue to increase in that state, as well. 

Also in Michigan, Greater White-fronted 
Geese were seen in •yne and Muskegon 
to Dec. 11 and in Monroe Feb. 28. Snow 

Geese overwintered at Menasha (DN) 
in Wisconsin and in Ramsey/Dakota (KB) 
in Minnesota. 

Wisconsin had a good variety ofoverwin- 
tering ducks, including Wood Duck, 
Green-winged Teal, N. Pintail, N. Shoveler, 
Gadwall, Am. Wigeon, Redhead, Ring- 
necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Hooded Mer- 
ganser, and Ruddy Duck. More noteworthy 
from that state were a 9 King Eider from 
Jan. 7-29, a wintering 9 Harlequin Duck 
on L. Michigan at Milwaukee (m.ob.), and 
a (3 Barrow's Goldeneye which remained 
in Virmond Park to mid-December. Scoters 
in Wisconsin included a Black Scoter at 

Milwaukee Dec. 21 (DG, BB), 25 Surf 
Scoters in Kenosha Dec. 11 (BB), and single 
Surf Scoters at Virmond Park, Ozaukee 
Dec. 15 (TW), Harrington Beach S.P., Jan. 
14 (DT), and Milwaukee Jan. 19 (JF). Sin- 
gle White-winged Scoters were reported in 
Manitowoc Dec. 4 (DT) and in Milwaukee 
between Jan. 7-Feb. 15. Waterfowl records 
deemed worthy of note in Minnesota in- 
duded an overwintering N. Pintail in 
Dakota (PJ), an overwintering Greater 
Scaup in Ramsey (KB), an imm. Harlequin 
Duck on the French R. in St. Louis from 

Dec. 19-21 (fideKE), a first county record 
of Oldsquaw with seven at Moorhead, Clay 
(RO), and an overwintering Barrows Gold- 
eneye in Scott(fideAH) at the same location 
as last year. Unusual in Michigan was a 
Brant at Pt. Mouillee, Monroe, from Dec. 
10-15 (TW etal.), a first year (3 King Eider 
which overwintered at Sault Ste. Marie, 
Chippewa (m.ob.), and Harlequin Ducks 
through December in Benzie (BA, KW) and 
in December at Copper Harbor, Keweenaw 
(SA). Less unusual in that state, but still 
noteworthy, were three Black Scoters and 
three SurfScoters at St. Joseph, Berrien, Jan. 
8 (AB) and a (3 Oldsquaw inland on the 
Grand R. in Ingham Feb. 3-8 (DW etal.). 

Raptors to Grouse 
The Black Vulture which was reported in 
Wisconsin in November reappeared in 
mid-December in Sheboygan in desperate 
shape; it was captured, but the attempt to 
rehabilitate the bird failed and it died Jan. 
1 (DD). Also in Wisconsin, a Turkey Vul- 
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ture was seen in Green Jan. 6 (EL). Min- 
nesota reported unusual numbers of 
Cooper's Hawks for the 2nd consecutive 
year. Golden Eagles in the Region includ- 
ed one in Allegan, MI Feb. 15 (MWa), two 
in Kittson Feb. 16 (PS), as well as overwin- 
tering birds in Houston and Winona in 
Minnesota, and seven in Monroe (DK) 
and three along the Jackson, lYOod, Juneau 
county lines in Wisconsin. Merlins includ- 
ed one in Marquette, MI Dec. 27. In Wis- 
consin, an injured bird was found in Mil- 
waukee Dec. 27 (SD), and there were sin- 

gles in Kewaunee Dec. 28 OH), and in 
Dane Jan. 4 (PA). In Michigan, Peregrine 
Falcons were reported in lY&yne Feb. 19 
and Monroe Feb. 20, while in Wisconsin 

birds were seen at Superior Dec. 31 (RJ) 
and returned to Green Bay Jan. 30, with 
another appearing in late February 
(m.ob.). A Gyrfalcon overwintered at its 
normal location at Sault Ste. Marie, MI, 

while others were seen in Houghton Dec. 
14 (JY), at the Muskegon Wastewater Sys- 
tem from Dec. 27-29 (JW, JH et al.), and 
at Marquette Jan. 5 (TN, FT). Minnesota 
had one Gyrfalcon in Polk Dec. 9 (SS). As 
usual, the only Prairie Falcon report in the 
Region came from Minnesota, with one in 
Moorhead, Clay, Jan. 19 (CF). Gray Par- 
tfidge reports were up in Minnesota, with 
sightings from 19 counties; even more 
unusual was the report by Millard of this 
species and Greater Prairie Chickens feed- 
ing in unharvested sunflower fields. 

Rails to Gulls 

Three Virginia Rails were present during 
most of December in the University of 
Wisconsin Aboretum, with the last being 
heard Jan. 5 (PA). Also in Wisconsin was a 
Sofa in Antigo March 1, thought to be an 
early migrant rather than an overwintering 
bird. In Michigan, a Purple Sandpiper was 
found at Muskegon Dec. 28 (GW, ES) and 
a Red Phalarope was present in Milwau- 
kee, WI Dec. 3-7 (m.ob.). Unusually far 
north in Minnesota were two Ring-billed 
Gulls along the L. Superior shoreline at 
Grand Mafias Jan. 8 (AH). A California 
Gull was observed in Wisconsin at 

Kewaunee Dec. 10 (DT). The typical 
number of Thayer's Gulls were seen 
throughout the Region, with Michigan 
reporting two in Berrien, Wisconsin having 
good numbers along the L. Michigan and 
L. Superior shorelines, and Minnesota 
reporting nine in Ramsey to Dec. 6 (KB) 
and five-six at Superior to Dec. 21. Iceland 
Gulls were similarly reported in Michigan, 
with individuals in Marquette Dec. 14 
(LT) and Bay Jan. 5 (DP, MW). Wisconsin 
had "a few intermittently seen" along the 
L. Michigan and L. Superior shorelines. 

This adult gull at the landfill at Superior, Wisconsin, December 7, 1996, was first identified 
as a possible Slaty-backed, but later consideration focused on the possibility of a hybrid. 
Photograph/Karl' Bardon. 

Minnesota reported first-winter kelands at 
Superior in December. Michigan had 5 
reports of Lesser Black-backed Gull in 
December in Genesee, Monroe, and l•(•yne, 
and one each in Monroe and lY&yne in Jan- 
uary. In Minnesota, an odd dark-backed 
gull found at the Superior landfill Dec. 7 
was tentatively identified as a Slaty-backed 
Gull, but further analysis of photos ruled 
this out. Observers now tend to believe k 

was a hybrid, possibly of Herring x Lesser 
Black-backed Gull. The slides have been 

sent out for expert opinion. Maximum 
numbers of Glaucous Gulls found in Wis- 
consin included 15 at Two Rivers-Mani- 

towoc and 15-35 at Superior. Good num- 
bers of Great Black-backed Gulls were 

found in that state, with reports from 
Superior, Kewaunee (max. six), Two- 
Rivers-Manitowoc (max. five-ten), She- 
boygan (max. six), and Milwaukee. 

Owls 

Snowy Owls made a major influx into the 
w. portions of the Region, with nearly 100 
reported in Minnesota, >75 in Wisconsin, 
and lesser numbers in Michigan. To 
emphasize the migration in Minnesota, 
when the spring 1997 and fall 1996 
records are added to the winter totals, the 

influx will be second only to the record 
migration in 1993-1994 of 351 birds. 
Northern Hawk Owls made a similar 
invasion in Minnesota with 80 individu- 

als, second only to 1991-1992, when 159 
were recorded. It was unusual was that 

many of these individuals came south into 
the Twin Cities area. Wisconsin tied their 

record of seven birds, including individu- 

als at Dorchester Dec. 1, w. of Park Falls 

Jan. 3, at Eagle River Jan. 21, at Spencer 
Feb. 2-12, near Antigo in mid-February, 
and in Superior and Nekoosa from Janu- 
ary-February. Michigan fared less well, 
with a maximum of four birds s. of Sault 

Ste. Marie in January (RB, JG, m.ob.). 
Great Gray Owls followed the trend, with 
record numbers of 73 in Wisconsin, > 120 

in Minnesota (less than last seasons 342), 
and approximately 14 in Michigan. Even 
more unusual was how far south this 

species reached. In Minnesota they were 
found to Faribault, Goodhue, Rice, and 
Winona, and in Wisconsin to Avon Bot- 

toms, Rock. In Michigan, birds were found 
s. to Isabella, where one was found dead 
Dec. 4 (LF). Unlike the previously men- 
tioned bird, most individuals seen were 
healthy, and the number of dead birds, 
beside roadkills, were much lower than in 

the previous invasions. Minnesota had 
only 2 reports of a Long-eared Owls, with 
singles in Dakota. Wisconsin had about 20 
birds from 4 locations, a bit more than 

normal, and Michigan only had a single 
report from Sarrett NC, Berrien. Short- 
eared Owls were also less numerous in the 
latter state, with only three in Hillsdale at 
the location that hosted 24 last winter 

(JR). Wisconsin, on the other hand, 
reported a good winter, with 45-50 indi- 
viduals in the s. portion of the state, while 
Minnesota had individuals in lackson Dec. 
7 Oqde AH) and in Wilkin Dec. 8 (DM, 
SM). Wisconsin completed their banner 
year of n. owls with a record 51 Boreal 
Owls. These, added to the 10-15 banded 
in the fall, will nearly double the previous 
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record of last winter. Unfortunately, many 
of the Wisconsin birds were found dead or 

dying, as was the case in Minnesota, where 
100 individuals were recovered. This, it 

seems, is the norm for this species in inva- 
stun years. In Minnesota, during the 
record invasion of 1995-1996, of the 212 

birds reported, 176 were found dead or 
dying. One wonders what the true abun- 
dance of this secretive, nocturnal species is 
as so many reports are of dead birds, per- 
haps the easiest way to find it. The two 
Boreal Owls reports in Michigan were of 
hve birds, one in Marquette Feb. 3-5 (LT) 
and another in McClain S.E, Houghton, in 
mid-January (SA). 

Hummingbirds to Warblers 
The Rufous/Allen's Hummingbird in 
Michigan at the feeder near Fowlerville was 
last seen Dec. 10 (RL, NL). Three-toed 
Woodpeckers were quite scarce in Minneso- 
ta this season, with reports only from the 
Spruce Rd. in Lake. Black-backeds were also 
scarce in that state, with reports in Lake and 
St. Louis, while in Michigan this species was 
seen s. of normal at a feeder in Lake (WL). 
An E. Phoebe remained to Dec. 9 in Madi- 

son, WI. (PA). Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were scarce in s. Wisconsin, in sharp con- 
trast to last year's numbers. A Carolina 
Wren in Marquette into December (TN) 
represented only the 2nd recent record of 
this species in the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. Late for Wisconsin was a Marsh 
Wren Dec. 22 in Fonddu Lac (SB, TS). The 
only Mr. Bluebirds in the Region came 
from Minnesota, where a male and female 
were reported in Scott Jan. 26-Feb. 15 (AH 
et al.), and a female provided a first county 
record near Rochester, Olmsteaa• Feb. 20 
(DA, BE). Very late was a Wood Thrush 
found feeding on buckthorn berries in Mil- 
waukee Dec. 1-21 (JS, KS, JF et aL), pro- 
v•ding a new late date for Wisconsin. 
Townsend Solitaire reports included one in 
Michigan at W.P.B.O., Jan. 4. In Minneso- 
ta, individuals were present from Jan 4 
through February in Weaver, Wabasha (CS, 
HT), and Roseau, Roseau, both providing 
first county records; >eight other individuals 
were found in the state, including four in 
Winona. Incredibly, the bird in Roseau was 
found in a flock of chickadees, jays, and 
nuthatches which were mobbing a dead 
Boreal Owl frozen on its perch in a dog- 
wood tree! There were 16 reports of Varied 
Thrushes in Minnesota, including first 
county records at Hayward, Freeborn, Dec. 
14-28 (ABa) and from November through 
Dec. 8 at Welch, Goodhue (AH, RJa). Wis- 
consin had a terrible winter for this species, 
with only 2 confirmed reports, one in Wau- 
paca Dec. 21-28 (JBu) and in Wausau Jan. 

1-9 (CB, JBe). Michigan was able to muster 
five during the period, one each in Alpena, 
Berrien, Lake, Manistee, and Van Buren. 

Gray Catbirds lingered in Michigan in 
Muskegon to Dec. 7, in Marquette Dec. 17 
(LT), and in Benzie Jan. 2 (KW et al.), while 
in Wisconsin one was present in Madison to 
Dec. 22 (PA). Reports of Brown Thrasher 
were more numerous than normal in Min- 

nesota, with the most northern bird surviv- 

ing to Feb. 2 in Kanabec (CM). Bohemian 
Waxwings were scarce throughout the 
Region, with only a few good size flocks 
reported, such as >200 in mid-January in 
Ashland, WI (DV), and 130 in mid-Febru- 
ary in Roseau, MN (PS). Northern Shrikes 
were also relatively scarce Regionwide. Truly 
remarkable was a Nashville Warbler which 

was late and north in Rogers City, Presque 
I/e, MI Dec. 16 (BG). 

Cardinal to Finches 

Northern Cardinals are living up to their 
name by wintering ever farther north in 
Michigan and Minnesota. In the latter birds 
overwintered in Kittson (KB, PS) and in 
Cook (OL, SL), while in the former birds 
wintered in the northernmost part of the 
state, the Keweenaw Pen. (SA). The exact 
status of the recently split Spotted Towhee is 
unclear. This season the only report was of 
an overwintering bird in Minnesota at 
Rochester, Olmsted. Observers in that state 

believe this species is a rare but regular mi- 
grant in s.w. Minnesota, and casual to rare 
elsewhere. In Michigan and Wisconsin it is 
likely even less frequent. A Savannah Spar- 
row was quite late in Ozaukee, WI Dec. 20 
(BB). North of normal in Minnesota was an 
Am. Tree Sparrow which overwintered in 
Duluth, St. Louis (fide KE). Unusual in 
Michigan were Chipping Sparrows from 
Dec. 18-22 at a feeder in Lenawee (DO) 
and Jan. 18-Feb. 25 in Berrien (DS). Also in 
that state, a White-crowned Sparrow win- 
tered n. of normal in Marquette. Harris' 
Sparrow reports included an immature 
which wintered at the University of Wis- 
consin Arboretum in Madison and individ- 

uals unusually far north in Minnesota in St. 
Louis Jan. 20- Feb. 1 (DK) and in Aitkin 
Dec. 14-Jan. 4 (WN), as well as scattered 
reports through the s. part of that state. 
Snow Buntings were considered to be "un- 
believably abundant" in Wisconsin, with 
flocks of 400-2500 sighted in many areas. 
Blackbird numbers were about average in 
Michigan, with most species seen scattered 
through the s. portions of the state, while in 
Wisconsin numbers have been depressed 
over the past several winters. A Baltimore 
Oriole lingered in the latter state too long in 
Eau Claire and was captured Dec. 24 for re- 
habilitation; it only lived a few days. Winter 

finches presented a mixed bag of abundance 
this season. Purple Finches were more com- 
mon than normal in Michigan and Min- 
nesota, and all 3 states had good numbers of 
White-winged Crossbills. But only Min- 
nesota had numbers of Red Crossbills. Red- 

polls were virtually absent from all 3 states, 
but siskins were found in good numbers, 
and Am. Goldfinch remain in unusually 
high numbers in n. Michigan. Pine Gros- 
beaks were very scarce throughout the Re- 
gion, while Evening Grosbeaks were found 
in average numbers. 

Observers: Brian Allen, Diane Anderson, 

Susan Andres, Philip Ashman, A1 Batt 
(ABa), Karl Bardon, Jeff Baughman, Janet 
Buetow (JBu), Adam Byrne, Rick Baetsen, 
Carolyn Berndt, James Berndt (JBe), Brain 
Boldt, Bill Bouton (BBo), Phil Chu, Scott 
Diehl, Dean Dolence, Bob Domagalski, 
Bob Eckblad, Kim Eckert, Lynbe Fauver, 
Cole Foster, Jim Frank, Jim Granlund, Bill 
Grigg, Dennis Gustarson), Karen Etter 
Hale, Jan Hansen, Anthony Hertzel, Jason 
Hoeksema, Robert Janssen (RJa), Paul 
Jantscher, Robbye Johnson, Dave Kriko- 
rian, John Kroll, Susan Kroll, Dennis 
Kuecherer, Wayne Lepley, Nancy, Richard 
Lee, Emily Link,Otis Luncke, Sandy 
Lunke, Doug McWhirter, Craig Menze, 
Kip Miller, Diane Millard, Steve Millard, 
Warren Nelson, Tom Noren, Don Nuss- 
baron, Robert O'Conner, Darrin O'Brien, 
Dave Peters, Jack Reinoehl, Sam Robbins, 
Dick Schinkle, Tom Schultz, Carol Schu- 
macher, Ellen Slater, Karen Smith, Jerry 
Smith, Grant Soehnel, Joe Soehnel, Shelly 
Steva, Peder Svingen (Minnesota) , Fred 
Taccolini, Louis Taccolini, Daryl Tessen 
(Wisconsin), Howard Towle, Dick Verch, 
Mindy Walker (MWa), Keith Westphal, 
George Wickstrom,, John Will (JWi), Tom 
Wood,, Myles Willard, Joe Youngman. 

--Jim Granlund, Resarch Asscociate, 
Kalamazoo Nature Center, 6253 N. 

hedge, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004 
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