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Idaho- 
Western 
Montana 
Region 
DAN SVINGEN 

Skiers, homeowners, birders, and birds 

were all kept guessing in winter 
1995-1996. The season started unseason- 

ably mild, and many species lingered. The 
sudden arrival of heavy snow and very 
cold temperatures in early January caused 
an influx of semi-hardy species into urban 
areas. In late January, the return of above- 
normal temperatures then subjected north 
Idaho and west-central Montana to severe 

flooding. Particularly hard hit was low- 
lying riparian forest, which was completely 
demolished in some areas. The biological 
significance of this disturbance is height- 
ened by the fact that only small remnants 
had survived past development. Weather 
conditions changed again in mid-Febru- 
ary, when cold weather returned to the 
Region, causing another urban influx of 
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semi-hardy species ... followed shortly 
thereafter by another warming trend, and 
more flooding! 

Abbreviations: A.ER. (American Falls Res., 
by American Falls, ID). 

Loons to Ducks 

Two Pacific Loons lingered on A.F.R. until 
at least Dec. 3 (CT). Two record-late and 
locally-rare Red-necked Grebes were at 
A.F.R., Dec. 1 (JB, MS). A W.. Grebe at 
A. ER. provided the first overwintering 
record for latilong 27. 

Double-crested Cormorants are appar- 
ently expanding their regional wintering 
range, as well as their breeding range. The 
season, birds were reported near Lewiston, 
ID and on Idaho's Coeur d'Alene and 

Pend O'reille Lakes (m.ob.). 
The many lingering birds this season 

included Idaho's 2nd overwintering Great 
Egret Dec. 16 and Feb. 18 (CT), and 
Idaho's latest Cattle Egret Dec. 16. Both 
birds were initially found during the 
Hagerman CBC. 

A Snow Goose and Blue-winged Teal 
were on Thompson L., Kootenai, ID Dec. 
4 OWN), where seasonally rare. Eurasian 
Wigeon sightings in Idaho included two 
in Boise during January and February 
(MC, FK), three in Nampa Dec. 16 on 
the CBC, one near Marsing Dec. 23 (JG, 
DL), and two males and a female at Mars- 
ing Jan. 1 (JG, DL). 

Among the lingering migrants early in 
the season were three Redheads on the 

Salmon, ID CBC Dec. 17 (HR), extend- 
ing the previous local late record by almost 
3 months. Greater Scaup pairs were seen 
Jan. 9 in Cascade, ID (JG) and near 
Nampa, •D Feb. 17 (JG). A wounded 
female Surf Scoter was collected at A. ER. 

in mid-December (*Idaho State Universi- 
ty, Ornithology Museum). A male White- 
winged Scoter was on the Snake R. near 
Hagerman Feb. 4-18 (CT). A late Bar- 
row's Goldeneye was in Salmon Jan. 13 
(HR). Red-breasted Mergansers again 
wintered below A.ER.: Two were there 

Jan. 1 (CT). A female Red-breasted Mer- 
ganset was on Coeur d'Alene L., Jan. 18 
Os), where more expected. 

Hawks to Gulls 
A "Harlan's" Red-tailed Hawk wintered 

near Coeur d'Alene (C.A.S.). Many biolo- 
gists and falconers suspect that most Gyr- 
falcon which winter in the n. states suc- 

cumb to disease before returning north. At 
least one banded bird beat the odds, how- 

ever, by returning to Gannet, ID (LB) for 
a 2nd year. 

Two lingering Virginia Rails were still at 

Warm Springs Cr. 10 mi s.e. of Challis, 
ID until approximately Dec. 9 (HR). A 
Sandhill Crane near Bozeman, MT from 

Dec. 30 to at least Jan. 2 provided only 
the 3rd winter record for the state (•'MM). 

A single Western and two Least sand- 
pipers were at Dry Lakes W..M.A., Canyon, 
ID Feb. 17(JG), where the two species 
were also seen last winter. Dunlin are gen- 
erally rare and irregular anytime across the 
Region, and are even more unusual in 
winter. This season new records included a 

single at Stevensville, MT Dec. 9-27 
(G&PC, JH, MH), and <six at Mann L., 
Nez Perce, ID from last j•ll until mid-Feb- 
ruary (m.ob.). 

Bonaparte's Gulls continued at A.ER. 
past their normal departure date, with 29 
found on the CBC Dec. 17. An ad. Mew 

Gull was at the Polson, MT dump Feb. 16 
(DH). California Gulls took advantage of 
the availability of open water and mild 
temperatures and lingered in s.e. Idaho 
until eady January (CT), much later than 
in past years. A Thayer's Gull was with 60 
Hertings at the Fighting Cr. Landfill in late 
December (JH, MH). The Polson dump 
held a 2nd-year Glaucous-winged Gull Feb. 
16 (DH). Glaucous Gull sightings included 
one at A. ER., Jan 13 (JB, MS), <four in the 
Coeur d'Alene area Jan 13-Feb. I (SHS, 
G&PC, m.ob.), and one near Hagerman 
Feb. 10 (LB). The species is now almost 
annual at the Polson dump (DH). 

Owls to Jays 
One-two Barn Owls were found near Post 

Falls in mid-December (G&PC, SHS) 
and late January Os), though local resi- 
dents said the birds had been there for sev- 

eral years. Periodic reports of late fall or 
winter Flammulated Owls in w. Montana 

continue to puzzle researchers on when (or 
even if) the species migrates S, as is com- 
monly believed. The plot continued to 
thicken this season, when Flammulateds 

were reported in Missoula Dec. 14 (PW) 
and near Kalispell Jan. 30 ORb). 

A Missoula Great Horned Owl pair got 
a jump on spring by beginning incubation 
around Christmas, 2 months earlier than 
normal (SD, DH). The crash of mountain 
Microtus populations noted by n. Idaho 
researchers was likely the cause for the 
numerous N. Pygmy-Owl sightings in n. 
Idaho valleys this winter, as well as the 
appearance of N. Saw-whet Owls in prairie 
settings, including singles in Moscow Dec. 
15-Jan. 3 (DK, DNS, IS, *University of 
Idaho Museum), and near Whitebird, ID 
Dec. 31 (DNA, IS). A 19cally-rare Barred 
Owl was in Boise Dec. 3 (VA). 

A "Yellow-shafted" N. Flicker found on 

the Bozeman CBC Dec. 30 was very 

unusual, as the "Yellow-shafted" x "Red- 

shafted" hybrid seen nearby in mid-Janu- 
ary (JP). A Blue Jay, apparently present 
since November, lingered in Boise through 
January (AL, HL, m.ob.), while two win- 
tered in Bonnets Ferry (fide RDC). 

Wrens to Warblers 

The distribution of migrant vs. resident 
Canyon Wren in Idaho is very unclear, but 
at least one innovative individual beat the 

cold snap by hiding in a St. Maries barn 
Feb. 2 & 3 (JM), 100 mi from the nearest 
suitable habitat. Bewick's Wrens were at 

Coyote Grade, Nez Perce, ID Dec. 15-Jan 
1 (KD, GH, MH), on the Moscow CBC 
Dec. 16 (KD, DNS, IS), near Kamiah, ID 
Dec. 30 (DNS, IS), and near Lewiston, 
ID Feb. 17 (C.B.). A Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet on the Snake R. near Whitebird, 
ID Dec. 31 (DNS, IS) provided a winter 
latilong first. 

Six W. Bluebirds showed up at a 
Moscow-area residence Jan. 20-Feb. 2 
(DHD during the harsh weather period. A 
locally-late Mt. Bluebird was near Salmon 
Dec. 31 (TL). Varied Thrushes were 
among the semi-hardy species which 
appeared in towns and cities during this 
seasons cold snaps, including several birds 
in Missoula and Moscow, and dozens of 
birds in the Coeur d'Alene area (m.ob.). 

A rare N. Mockingbird wintered in the 
Pocatello, ID area, present from mid- 
December to at least early March (JPr, KS, 
CT). Mter being largely absent last winter, 
Bohemian Waxwings were found in high 
numbers throughout w. Montana and n. 
Idaho. Peak counts of >1000 birds were 

seen in several locations throughout this 
area (m.ob.), undoubtedly aided by the 
good Mountain Ash berry crop (PW, 
m.ob.). 

Idaho's first Yellow-throated Warbler 

spent mid-November-mid-January at 
George and Helen Oatman's feeder in 
Harrison (•-, ph.). 

Yellow-throated Warbier at Harrison, Idaho, in 
December 1995. A first for the state, it visited 
this feeder [zom mid-November 1995 into January 
1996. PhotograpWGeorge and Helen Oatman. 
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Sparrows to Redpolls 
Single Am. Tree Sparrows were seen by 
Whitebird, ID Dec. 31 (DNS, IS), and in 
Grangeville, ID Jan. 31 (DNS, IS). Idaho's 
11th Swamp Sparrow was at the Ted True- 
blood WM.A., Elmore, ID Dec. 28 (DT). 
Several of Idaho's records have come from 

there. Another Swamp Sparrow was at the 
Hagerman W.M.A., Gooding, ID Feb. 10 
(LB), where a bird was also seen last winter 
(LB). A single White-throated Sparrow was 
in Garden Valley, ID during February 
(R&SF). Snow Buntings were more com- 
mon than usual along w. Montana highways 
(PW), except in the Bozeman area (EL). 

One-two female Great-tailed Grackles 

were at Marsing, ID from Dec. 23-Feb. 
28 (JG, DL). Eight Great-taileds were 
near Pocatello Dec. 18-mid-January 
(CT). The Budey, ID birds were not seen 
after early December (fide CT). 

As first noted in last seasoh's report, 
White-winged Crossbills were abundant 
through the fall and winter in the Regions 
northern-most areas. Small flocks were 

also noted by Dixie, ID Dec. 24 (DNS, 
IS) and Grangeville Dec. 27 and Feb. 11 
(DNS, IS). 

The status of Black Rosy-Finch 
in Idaho is unclear. The species again win- 
tered in Ketchum, where <20% of the 200 
rosy-finches were Blacks. A lone Lapland 
Longspur was near Gannet, ID Feb. 2-5 
(LB)., filling one of the "holes" in the 
species Idaho range. 

Although regular in Montana, Com. 
Redpoll are irregular in Idaho. The species 
fnade a typical showing in w. Montana 
this winter, but was more widespread than 
usual in Idaho, including a single in 
Lewiston Dec. 9 (C.B.), 16 in Moscow 
Dec. 12-Jan 4 (KD, m.ob.), 20 near Chal- 
lis Feb. 4 (AD), and 60 in Deary Feb. 22 
(CV). At least one Hoary Redpoll associ- 
ated with the Moscow redpoll flock Dec. 
15-Jan. 1 (•KD, ph. •MD, •DNS, m. 
ob.), for Idaho's 4th documented sighting. 

Great-tailed Grackle is continuing to expand its 
small foothold in the imterior of the Northwest. 

This female was at Marsing, Idaho, through Feb- 
rua•j 1996. Photograph/John Gatchat. 

With greater coverage and more regular 
reporting, Hoary's will likely turn out to 
be much more regular in northern-most 
Idaho than is generally accepted. 

Addendum 

The newly established fall hawk watch on 
Boise's Lucky Peak continues to produce 
Broad-winged Hawks. Nine birds were 
seen there this fall, mostly in the last 2 
weeks of September (GK). One Broad- 
winged was banded. 
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Mountain 
West Region 
VAN A. TRUAN AND 

BRANDON K. PERCIVAL 

As a whole, this winter seemed mild 
throughout the Region into January. In 
mid-January and February, several 'Arctic 
Blasts" returned winter to the eastern por- 
tions of the region. It was 78 ø F. in 
Pueblo, Colorado, February 2; the next 
day it plummeted to a record-low -26 ø E 
These extreme temperature changes have 
to affect birds. Southern areas of the 

Region were extremely dry, such as the 
San Juan and Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
in Colorado, and northern areas seemed 
normal or above-average in precipitation. 
Many lakes in northern areas remained 
open into mid-December or later, which 
aided in increased reports of waterbirds, 
but kept Bald Eagles north. 

There were some exceptional birds 
recorded this season, including four Black 
Scoters, three Gyrfalcons, an Ancient 
Murrelet, a Black Phoebe, one each of Yel- 
low, Prairie and MacGillivray's warblers, 
and a LeConte's Sparrow in Colorado. In 
Nevada, there were two Mountain Plovers 
and an American Redstart; in Utah, a Yel- 
low-illed Loon, a Black Scorer, and a 

Savannah Sparrow; and in Wyoming, a 
Greater Yellowlegs. 

Abbreviations: State Wildlife Area 

(S. W.A.) • (written description on file with 
R.E.), and * (•oeciman submitted to Denver 
Musuem of Natural History). 

Loons to Herons 
With the mild weather reservoirs and lakes 

remained open into mid-December, thus 
reports of loons, grebes, Am. White Peli- 
can, Double-crested Cormorant, and 

herons were much higher than usual. 
There were two Red-throated Loons at 

Chatfield Res., Dec. I (•BKi•, DSm, GC) 
and one at Union Res., Dec. 8-12 (DAL). 
Up to nine Pacific Loons were observed at 
5 e. Colorado reservoirs in December, one 

at L. Powell, UT Jan. 19 (JS, CP), one at 
Pyramid L., NV Jan. 17 (DT), and one at 
L. Mead, UT Feb. 10 (J&MC). The only 
Yellow-billed Loon recorded was in Utah 

at L. Powell Feb. 16 (CP), providing 
Utah's 3rd state record. Reports of Corn. 
Loon were above-average. A Pied-billed 
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