
Michael Brown, Alan Bruner (AB) (Indi- 
ana), Fred Busroe (Kentucky), John Cas- 
sady (JCd), Robert Chapel (RCh) (Illi- 
nois), Jane Clark (JCI), Paul Clyne, Dona 
Coates, Bob Conlan, Raymond Cummins 
(RCu), David Dankert, Myrna Deaton 
(MDe), Tim Dever, James Dinsmore 
(JDi), Stephen Dinsmore, Michael Doyen 
(MDo), Jon Dunn (JDu), Jim Durbin 
(JDb), David Easterla, Chris Edwards, 
Josh Engle, Peter Ernzen, Brad Etter 
(BEt), Carolyn Fidds (CFI), Carolyn Fis- 
cher (DFs), Andy Fondrk, John Ford 
(JFo), James Fuller (JFu), Larry Gara, 
Michelle Georgi, Don Gorney, Ray Han- 
nikman (RHn), Jim Hengeveld (JHe), 
Jack Hilsabeck (JHi), Kanae Hirabayashi, 
Chris Hobbs, Dick & Jean Hoffman 
(D&JH), Michael Hogg (MHo), Mary 
Huber (MHu), Robert Hughes (RHu), 
Barry Hunt (BHt), James Huntington 
(JHu), Bill Hnser (BHr), Scott Jackson, 
Brad Jacobs, David Johnson, Peter Kasper, 
Dan Kassebaum (DKa), Ned Keller, Tom 
Kemp (TKp), Thomas H. Kent (TK) 
(Iowa), Matthew Kenne, Steve Kistler, 
Darwin Koenig (DKo), James Landing, 
Midge Lechner, Yvonne Lingo, Tom LeP- 
age, Kevin Lohraff, Dave Mandell, Walter 
Marcisz, Bernie Master (CMt), Cynthia & 
John McKee (C&JMc), Paul McKenzie 
(PMc), Jeff McCoy (JMc), Keith 
McMullen (KMc), Lee McNeely (LMc), 
Kevin Metcalf (KMt), Joe Milosevich, 
Mike Mlodinow, Roy Morris, John 
O'Brien, Doug Overacker, Babs & Loren 
Padelford (B &LP), Brainard Palmer-Ball 
(BPB), Larry Peavler, Ed Pierce, John 
Pogacnik (JPg), Joyce Porter (JPt), Mark 
Proescholdt, Frank Renfrow, Kevin Rich- 
mond, Richard Rickard, Mark Robbins, 

Larry Rosche (Ohio), Gerald Rosenband, 
William Rowe, John Ruthvcn, Ed 
Schlabach, Lee Schoenewe (LSc), Wes Ser- 
afin, Andy Sigler (ASi), Jim Sinclair, Mari- 
lyn & Pollard Staley (M&PS), Leonard 
Stanley (LSt), Alan Stokie (ASt), Mitchell 
Sturgeon, Sue Tackett, Ed TheIon, Dennis 
Thompson, Rob Thorn (RTh), Russ Titus 
(RTi), Mike Treffert, John Van Dyk (JVd), 
Joe Van Riet (JVr), Eric Walters, Bonny 
West (BWe), Bill Whan (BWh), John 
White, Helen Wuestenfeld and Jim 
Ziebol. Many other individuals who could 
not be personally acknowledged also sub- 
mitted notes to the various state reports. 

Kenneth J. Brock, Dept. of Geosdences, 
Indiana Universi{y Northwest, 3400 Broad- 
way, Gar 3 IN46408.. 

Central 
Southern 
Region 
GREG D. JACKSON 

The shop doors opened August l to a 
crowd of eager patrons. It wasn't a super- 
store; still, the selection was impressive. 
Shelves were bulging with waterfowl, 
inland shorebirds, and larids, with a glut 
of hummingbirds from which to choose. 
Other categories were more typical, 
though a moderate western theme was evi- 
dent. Many selections, especially passer- 
ines, were obtained late, with extended 
hours at this emporium. Hidden among 
the usual items were several stellar finds, 
with lots of smiles at the checkout 
counter. 

The weather picture this autumn was 
punctuated by two hurricanes. Erin 
arrived in early August and Opal in carly 
October. Though neither resulted in phe- 
nomenal bird records, powerful, rapidly 
moving Opal left a few interesting species 
in its wake in the Florida Panhandle and 

eastern Alabama. Birding in coastal Alaba- 
ma was productive for about two weeks 

after this tempest. Rainfall in much of the 
Region was normal, except where the hur- 
ricanes deluged local areas. August was 
broiling, September and October showed 
normal temperatures, and November was 
chillier than usual. Best frontal passages 
for birding were September 21-23 and 
October 14 (excellent) and 28. 

With sadness we note the passing of a 
man whose words graced these pages for 
many years. Alabama's dean of birding for 
decades, Dr. Thomas A. Imhof, departed 
in early July. His influence on Alabama 
and the Region was immeasurable; he will 
be missed by the multitudes he touched 
along the wa)c 

Acceptable documentation of rarities 
must be received for inclusion. This rule 

applies to everyone, regardless of experience. 

Abbreviations: b. (bandeaU; C.E (Cameron 
Parish, s.w. LA); I.C.E (Inland Coastal 
Plain Region, AL); M.L. (Millwood Lake, 
s.w. AR); N.N.W.R. (Noxubee N.W.R., e.c. 
MS); O.U. (Oakwood Unit, Overflow 
N.W.R., Desha Co., s.e. AR); p.a. (pending 
acceptance by the state bird records commit- 
tee); T.E.C. (The Earth Complex, a.k.a. 
Ensley Bottoms, Shelby Co., s.w. TN); * 
(specimen to Louisiana State University 
Museum of Natural Sdence, Baton Rouge). 

Loons to Ducks 

Over 50 Com. Loons Nov. 11 in Henry 
(AMB) set a new I.C.E maximum. Good 
numbers of Pied-billed Grebes appeared 
by early September. Locally early was a 
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Three Masked Boobies (of seven seen) far out 
in the Gulf of Mexico, about 60 miles beyond 
Southwest Pass, Louisiana, September 16, 
1995. Photograph/David P. Muth. 

Horned Grebe Oct. 5 in Oktibbeha, MS 
(TLS); a flock of 23 was unusual for n.w. 
Louisiana Nov. 13 (CEL, HJ). Red-necked 
Grebes are always great finds in our 
Region, and an individual Nov. 26 at 
Reelfoot L., Obion (JLD, SU) was espe- 
cially rare for w. Tennessee. Most notable 
of several Eared Grebe reports was a maxi- 
mum of eight birds beginning Oct. 18 in 
Okaloosa, FL (RAD, PCT, MS, DMW et 
al.). Though probably regular in the Gulf, 
20 Audubon's Shearwaters were exciting 
on a Sept. 16 trip 45-65 mi s. of South- 
west Pass, Plaquemines, LA (SWC, DLD, 
DPM, RDP, m.ob., p.a.). Additional finds 
on this productive pelagic venture includ- 
ed as many as 15 Wilson's Storm-Petrels 
(p.a.) and seven Masked Boobies (ph. 
DPM), expected but rarely reported 
species. Another Masked Booby was "dis- 
covered" on the television news Oct. 6 

after hurricane Opal grounded the bird in 
Okaloosa, FL (RAD, LRD). 

Excellent numbers of Am. White Peli- 
cans were observed in transit in the n.w. 

part of the Region; the highest count was 
of 1000 Oct. 25 in Lauderdale (JC), estab- 
lishing a new Tennessee maximum. Local 
arrival records for this bird were broken by 
singles Sept. 6-14 in Limestone, AL 
(SWM) and Sept. 12 in Dyer, TN 
(WGC). Continuing to increase in num- 
bers inland, >500 Double-crested Cor- 
morants set a new I.C.P. maximum in 

Henry beginning Nov. 11 (AMB). Only 
casual in s.e. Louisiana, a Neotropic Cor- 
morant was studied Aug. 20 in LajSurche 
(RDP, GG). A post-frontal movement of 
1060 Anhingas Sept. 23 at the hawk 

watch on the East Jetty, C.P. (JPK, 
M&SA), was an amazing sight. Over 160 
Snowy Egrets were outstanding at O.U., 
Sept. 4 (JRW). Though expected in small 
numbers near the Mississippi R. each fall, 
a Tricolored Heron at N.N.W.R., Nov. 11 

was both 'rare and very late (MW, MSt, 
TLS, m.ob.). Usually seen in smaller num- 
bers, 68 Black-crowned Night-Herons and 
113 imm. White Ibis were at O.U., Sept. 
4 (JRW). 

The White-faced Ibis Oct. 10-11 on 

Dauphin I., Mobile (GDJ, DGJ, m.ob., 
v.t., p.a.) represented the 9th for Alabama; 
another was rare in Hancock, MS Oct. 15 

(BMM). Three imm. Roseate Spoonbills 
were outstanding in s.e. Arkansas; one was 
at O.U., Aug. 19 (JRW, DRS, H&MP, 
CT, ph.), and singles appeared at separate 
sites in Chicot Aug. 26 and Sept. 28 
(DRS). Also rare was the spoonbill Sept. 
11 & 20 in Jackson, MS (BL, ph. DM, 
m.ob.). Wood Storks are difficult to find 
along the coast e. of Louisiana. One was 
noted from August-Sept. 9 in Jackson, MS 
(BL, DM, m.ob.); four storks Aug. 13 in 
Baldwin (J&Jp) were the first on the 

Immature Roseate Spoonbill iu Desha County, 
Arkansas, August 19, 1995. Photograph/Jeff 
R. Wilson. 

Alabama coast since 1972. The flock of 

101 birds, mostly immatures, was an 
encouraging sight Aug. 26 in Chicot, AR 
(DRS). A very late Wood Stork was spot- 
ted in C.P., Nov. 4 (JPK). There are few 
breeding records for Fulvous Whistling- 
Duck outside s. Louisiana; an amazing 36 
birds, including eight young, at O.U., 
Aug. 19 (JRW, DRS, H&MP) established 
the first nesting record for Arkansas. Two 
Fulvous were noteworthy as far east as 
Dauphin I., AL beginning Oct. 18 
(J&JP). Seven Black-bellied Whistling 
Ducks, rare away from s. Louisiana, were 
discovered Oct. 22 at M.L. (WMS, RT) 
It was a good season for Greater White- 
fronted Geese, with large numbers seen as 
early as October. In Iberville, s.e. LA, 635 
were counted Oct. 20 (JVR), and the 
same day 6000 were migrating east in C.P 
(JPK). A new Alabama maximum was set 
when a flock of 80 overflew Ft. Morgan, 
Baldwin, Oct. 25 (DC, MD, SW); anoth- 
er excellent count was of 31 White-front- 

eds at T.E.C., Nov. 26 (JRW). Though 
still rare, a few Ross' Geese now appear 
regularly throughout the Region. One was 
spotted Nov. 4 in Iberville, LA (JVR), two 
were at Wheeler N.W.R., Limestone, AL 

beginning Nov. 12 (SWM, m.ob., p.a.), 
and four Ross' were discovered Nov. 19 in 

Lauderdale, TN (JRW). Mottled Ducks 
are only casual in Florida's w. Panhandle, 
_<three were in Okaloosa Oct. 11-Nov. 7 
(RAD, PCT, DMW, m.ob.). 

A count of 266 Ring-necked Ducks 
Nov. 26 in Washington (MM, PR) set a 
new n.w. Arkansas maximum. Of several 

reports of summering and/or early-arriv- 
ing diving ducks in August, most unusual 
was a Greater Scaup Aug. 3 in Jackson, MS 
(TLS). The 26 Greaters Nov. 17 at 
Reelfoot L., Lake (MLG, VBR) represent- 
ed a good number for w. Tennessee. Black 
Scoters are hard to find inland; one was at 
M.L., Nov. 23 (CM) and six were 
observed Nov. 25 at Pickwick Dam, 
Hardin, TN (JRW). Unusual numbers of 
White-winged Scoter reports came from 
inland areas, with 8 sightings of 12 birds 
beginning Oct. 28. An estimate of 1000 
Ruddy Ducks Nov. 1 in Henry, TN 
(TJW) was noteworthy. 

Raptors to Shorebirds 
Alabama's 10th White-tailed Kite visited 

Ft. Morgan Oct. 22 (SW, JN, AK, p.a) 
Rare in fall in n.w. Arkansas, a Mississippi 
Kite was in Madison Aug. 26 (JP). Setting 
a new arrival date for w. Tennessee, a N 
Harrier appeared at White's L., Aug. 6 
(WGC). Three Swainson's Hawks were 
rare as far east as coastal Alabama; an adult 
was at Dauphin I., Oct. 13-15 (JRW, 

66 FIELD NOTES SPRING I996 



Five Fuivous Whistling-Ducks in flight in 
Desha County, Arkansas, August 19, 1995. 
Discovery of eight young here marked the first 
nesting record for the state. Photograph/Jeff 
R. Wilson. 

SWM, m.ob.), and immatures appeared at 
Ft. Morgan Oct. 21 & 24 (SW, DC eta.1.). 
Also noteworthy were an imm. Swainsons 
Nov. 11 in Iberville, LA (JVR) and an 
adult Nov. 15 in New Orleans (DPM), 
both making great "yard birds." I received 
6 reports of lone Rough-legged Hawks in 
Arkansas and Tennessee beginning Nov. 5, 
portending a good flight year for this 
erratic species. Golden Eagle is a treat in 
our Region; the sole report was of one in 
Putnam, TN Nov. 8 (BHS). Defining site 
faithfulness, the Prairie Falcon in 
Yalobusha, MS returned Nov. 12 (GCK) 
to the same tree as the last 4 winters! 

Though Yellow Rail now is an expected 
species in the s.c. Louisiana rice fields in 
late fall, finding 13 birds Nov. 4 near Vin- 
cent Ref. (SWC, DLD et al.) must have 
been "simply mah-velous." An impressive 
111 Corn. Moorhens were noted at O.U., 

Sept. 4 (JRW). The species is rare in much 
of the n. portion of the Region; single 
moorhens were observed Aug. 25-Sept. 19 
at T.E.C. (MLB, JRW), at another Shelby 
site Sept. 6-17 (CHB, MLG, VBR, 
MGW), and Oct. 1 at M.L. (CM). A new 
Louisiana maximum was provided by 450 
Sandhill Cranes Nov. 18 in Rapides (SWC, 
DLD et al.). Reports away from tradition- 
al sites included 25 cranes Nov. 20 in 

lY/bakley, TN (JC), and a lone bird Nov. 24 
in Lauderdale, AL (SWM). 

Seven Piping Plovers were unusual as 
early as July 19 at South Pass, Plaquemines, 
LA (BR). A new Alabama maximum was 

set by 24 Am. Oystercatchers near 
Dauphin I., Oct. 10 (GDJ). Black-necked 
Stilts continue to increase along the Missis- 
sippi R., affirmed by 315 at O.U., Sept. 4 
(JRW). Usually difficult to find inland, 
there were 14 reports of 87 non-coastal 
Am. Avocets Aug. 2-Oct. 28; particularly 
noteworthy were 52 at M.L., Oct. 2 (CM). 
The Whimbrel at T.E.C., Sept. 1-7 (JRW, 
M.C.T.O.S., ph.) was very unusual away 
from the coast. Hudsonian Godwit, an 

Atlantic migrant in the fall, is rare at this 
season. Single birds were studied Oct. 21 
near L. Arthur, ]e•rson Davis, LA (SWC, 
DLD, DFL et al.), and Nov. 8-9 at Mobile 
(PCT, MS, RB, PB, m.ob., p.a.), the latter 
providing Alabama's 4th autumn record. 
Though scattered coastal Marbled Godwits 
were not unexpected, one sighted Aug. 5 
& 13 at T.E.C. (JRW, MLG, ph.) was a 
rare find. Unusual inland, 13 Ruddy Turn- 
stones were noted in Lake, TN Aug. 5 
(JRW, m.ob.). Even harder to find away 
from the coast, a Red Knot appeared at 
T.E.C., Aug. 25 (JRW). 

Sanderlings are expected in small num- 
bers inland, but 27 at Sardis L., Laj•yette, 
MS Oct. 7 (WMD) were surprising; seven 
set an I.C.E maximum Sept. 15 in Barbour 
(AMB). The 3550 Least Sandpipers at 
T.E.C., Sept. 10 (M.C.T.O.S.) and 16 
Baird's Sandpipers in Lake Sept. 3 (WGC) 
provided new Tennessee high counts. 
Other significant shorebird tallies included 
1150 Pectoral Sandpipers Aug. 26 in Talla- 
hatchie, MS (GCK) and 117 Stilt Sand- 
pipers, a Tennessee maximum, at T.E.C., 
Sept. 27 (MLG). Very late was a Stilt 
Sandpiper Nov. 24 in Prairie, AR 
(K&LN). September 10 was a good day 
for observing Buff-breasted Sandpipers, 
with 15 in Tallahatchie, MS (GCK, SK) 

and 31 at T.E.C. (JRW). Over 600 Long- 
billed Dowitchers were noteworthy Sept. 4 
at O.U. (JRW); four birds lingering to 
Nov. 21 in Oktibbeha, MS (TLS) broke the 
previous local departure record. The Wil- 
son's Phalarope discovered Nov. 5 in 
Laf•urche, LA (RSB, GW) was very late. 
Red-necked Phalarope is rare-but-regular 
along the Mississippi R. in fall; one was at 
T.E.C., Sept. 3-10 (lB, VBR, MGW, ph. 
JRW). 

Ladds 

Single Parasitic Jaegers, rarely identified in 
our Region, appeared Oct. 14 at Dauphin 
I., AL (BCG, JRW, SWM et al.) and Oct. 
27 in C.P. (SWC, DLD, *). In the wake of 
hurricane Erin, 13 normally coastal 
Laughing Gulls were observed Aug. 4-12 
at 7 inland sites in Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee. Hurricane Opal produced 
more inland observations Oct. 5 in Alaba- 

ma, including four in Montgomery (LFG) 
and 15 in St. Clair/Talladega (GDJ, DGJ). 

SA The autumn status of 
J'• Franklin's Gull shows a 

marked gradient in our Region, 
changing from common in some w. 
areas to rare in the east. Widespread 

sightings of this petite gull were re- 

ported during the season. A new Al- 
abama coastal arrival date was set 

by an ihlm. Franklin's at Biakely I., 
MobBe, Sept. 2 (GDJ). There was a 
sharp peak in the west in tandem 
with a late October front; tallies were 
submitted of 1086 at M.L., Oct. 28 

(CM), 319 in C.P. the following day 
ISWC, DLD eta/.), and >500 in 
Caddo, LA Oct. 30 (CEL, H J). To the 
east, nine Franklin's Gulls were note- 
worthy Oct. 28 ii• Oktibbeha, MS 
[TLS), as were eight adults Nov. I in 
Henry, TN (TJW), and 23 immatures 
in Grenada, MS Nov. 4 [WMD). At the 
e. edge of the Region, five birds were 
noted Nov. 11 in Barbour and Henry 
(AMB), the first I.C.P. records. 

An ad. California Gull was at Rutherford 

Beach, C.E, Oct. 27 (SWC, DLD, *); 
when will the Louisiana monopoly on this 
vagrant be broken? (œarus envy strikes 
again.) Outstanding numbers of Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls continue to occur in 

Louisiana. In C.P., 15-20 were recorded 

this autumn beginning Aug. 27, with most 
at Rutherford Beach Oct. 27-29 (SWC, 
DLD, m.ob., five *, p.a.); another was in 
Laf•urche, LA Oct. 14 (PW, CS, p.a.). The 
only non-Louisiana report was Alabama's 
8th at Wilson Dam, Colbert/Lauderdale, 
from Nov. 24 (SWM, m.ob., p.a.). Great 
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Black-backed Gull appears more often in 
the e. portion of the Region; this season, 
though, the only reports were of first-year 
birds Sept. 16 in Plaquemines, LA (SWC, 
DPM et al., p.a.) and Nov. 26 in Orleans, 
LA (PW, ph., p.a.). Sabine's Gull is very 
rare in our area, though a few occur regu- 
larly in fall at M.L.; one-two were seen 
again at this location Sept. 16-Oct. 5 
(CM, K&LN). An amazing eight Sabine's 
Gulls provided Tennessee's 2nd record at 
Island No. 13, Lake, Sept. 18 (WGC, p.a.). 
Also surprising was an individual Oct. 4 on 
the shore of L. Pontchartrain, Orleans, LA 
(PHY, p.a.). 

After hurricane Opal razed e. Alabama, 
a very rare inland Royal Tern was at Logan 
Martin Dam, St. Clair/Talladega, Oct. 5 
(GDJ, DGJ). A minimum of 305 Com. 
Terns Sept. 25 at Ft. Morgan (GDJ, DGJ) 
represented a recent Alabama maximum. 
Local maxima were set by 160 Forster's 
Terns Sept. 22 in Yalobusha, MS (WMD), 
and 45 in Marshall, AL Oct. 6 (SWM). 
Bridled Terns are regular in the Gulf in the 
warmer months; _<60 birds 30-65 mi s. of 

Plaquemines, LA Sept. 16 (SWC, DLD, 
DPM, RDP, m.ob., p.a.) were exceptional, 
however. Six Sooty Terns, probably from a 
nearby breeding site, were seen Sept. 3 
from a boat in the Mississippi R., Plaque- 
mines, LA (DPM, RDP). Another five-six 
Sooties were located 45-65 mi s. of 

Plaquemines Sept. 16 (SWC, DLD, DPM, 
RDP, m.ob.). Much more unusual was an 
tndividual onshore and not associated with 

tropical activity at Ft. Morgan, AL July 31 
(OEF, CWM). Alabama's 5th Brown 
Noddy was a surprise 26 mi w.s.w. of Ft. 
Morgan Sept. 10 (CD, p.a.); there had 
been a weak low pressure area in the n.e. 
Gulf for the previous 4 days, but no sig- 
nificant storms. Definitely hurricane-relat- 
ed were Black Skimmers in the I.C.P., 
Oct. 5, with only 2 previous records; two 
birds were in Lee (AMB) and another was 
discovered in Montgomery (LFG). 

Doves to Thrushes 

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to pros- 
per, with expansions noted in several areas. 
Several tardy Com. Nighthawks were report- 
ed from Alabama to the end of the period. 

Though Buff-bellied Hummingbirds 
have been observed often in adjacent 
states, Alabama previously had only one 
sight record; the 2nd occurrence was doc- 
umented in Mobile Nov. 14-17 (RRS, 
MBS, b., ph., p.a.). Buff-bellieds also were 
in Harrison, MS Nov. 4 (BMM) and at 
Pensacola, FL Nov. 27-30 (B&DK, RAD, 
p.a.), the latter providing the 9th w. Pan- 
handle record. More frequent in 
Louisiana, there were 4 reports of five 

birds beginning Oct. 23. Of a few late 
Ruby-throateds, most unusual was an ad. 
male banded Nov. 30 in Pulaski, AR (PF). 

i• The age of "cyber-rarities" 
•'• is upon us. Though Rare Bird 

Alerts have been posted on computer 
bulletin boards for several years, re- 
alization of a first state record 

through the Internot may be un- 
precedented. Alabama's first Green 
Violet-ear appeared at s. Mobile 
feeder in late October and remained 

to Nov. 4 (RRS, MBS, DB etal., b., 
ph., p.a.). News of a possible "violent 
eared hummingbird" (!) was re- 

ceived on-line by Berger, energizing 
the banding team. Unfortunately, this 
dazzling vagrant, thought to be an 
ad. female, was seen by only a few 
birders a•ter banding Nov. 1. There 
are 4 previous Regional records of 

Green Violot-ear, all from Arkansas; 
the species has occurred twice as far 

e. as North Carolina, but most re- 
ports are from s. and c. Texas. Green 
Violet-ear generally is a highland bird 
in the tropics, usually noted in the 
United States in summer, so a late 
fall record on the n. Gulf Coast was 

unexpected. Though occurring s. to 
Argentina, the breeding locale clos- 
est to the United States is San Luis 

Potosi in n.e. Mexico. For many va- 
grants, the closest site is not neces- 

sarily the point of origin (e.g. Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher). However, the 
migratory nature of many n. Green 
Violet-ears, and the distribution of 
United States sightings, suggests n. 
Mexico as the likely source. Subspe- 
cific identification would be very 
helpful in this determination. A n.e. 
Mexican origin may apply to several 
other rare hummingbirds in our Re- 
gion, despite populations in the 
southwest. 

Three Anna's Hummingbirds graced our 
area this season. An ad. male appeared in 
Montgomery, AL Nov. 10-23 (LL, m.ob., 
p.a.), and an ad. female was in Starkville, 
Oktibbeha, MS beginning Nov. 27 (MC, 
TLS, m.ob., b. RRS, MBS, p.a.); both 
provided 2nd state records. An Anna's 
Nov. 25 and Dec. 2 in St. Charles, LA 

(RJS, NLN, SN, TW, GS, p.a.) was only 
slightly more expected. This was an excel- 
lent season for Calliope Hummingbird, 
very rare but reported with increasing reg- 
ularity. In Louisiana, one was in St. James 
Nov. 11 (TAS, RJS, NLN et al.), two 
established a presence in lberville begin- 
ning Nov. 23 (DLD, SWC, JVR, LCB, 

MDy, one ph.), and another appeared in 
St. Tammany Nov. 24 (b. NLN, DP, OC, 
CGB et al.) (all p.a.). Mississippi's 9th 
Calliope Hummingbird arrived Nov. 14 
at Diamondhead, Hancock (DH, b. RRS, 
MBS, p.a.). The 5th Allen's Humming- 
bird for Alabama was banded Oct. 31 in 

Montgomery (DB, RRS, ph., p.a.). 
A very early Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

was spotted Sept. 5 in Washington, MS 
(EA). Louisiana's 4th "Western" Flycatch- 
er, thought to be a Cordilleran, was an 
excellent find Oct. 28-29 at Garner 

Ridge, C.P. (PHY, DPM, m.ob., * SWC, 
DLD, p.a.). Seven Vermilion Flycatchers 
in Louisiana Oct. 7-Nov. 11 represented a 
good total for this uncommon migrant. A 
late Great Crested Flycatcher was found 
Oct. 23 at Grand Isle, Jefferson, LA 
(RDP). Ash-throated Flycatcher is rare in 
our Region. Five Louisiana birds were 
identified unequivocally by tail pattern or 
voice Sept. 24-Nov. 26 (3 *) in C.P. and 
Plaquemines. Less frequent to the east, an 
Ash-throated was banded at Ft. Morgan, 
AL Oct. 29 (DC, MD, SW et al., b., ph., 
p.a.); a calling bird was in Santa Rosa, FL 
Nov. 14-18 (CWM, PCT etal., ph. WJB, 
p.a.). Standing in the midst of a 30,000- 
strong N. Rough-winged Swallow passage 
seems hazardous, but was braved Oct. 15 

in C.E (JPK) following a strong front. A 
late Cliff Swallow Nov. 14-15 in Santa 

Rosa (PCT, m.ob.) was the first November 
record for the w. Panhandle. 

Moderate numbers of Red-breasted 

Nuthatches were noted throughout the 
Region commencing Sept. 16. Bewick's 
Wren is difficult to find in our area now; I 

received 6 reports of single birds Sept 
19-Nov. 25, all but one in the n. tier of 
the Region. Good numbers of Marsh 
Wrens were noted at Ft. Morgan, AL 
(DC); one feeding for an hour among gro- 
cery carts in a nearby Gulf Shores parking 
lot displayed remarkable adaptation to a 
changing world! Louisiana's 4th, and the 
Region's 8th, Northern Wheatear was a 
surprise in n. DeSoto Oct. 4-5 (H&PH, 
PD, MC, m.ob., ph. CEL, p.a.). A differ- 
ent individual delighted observers Oct 
11-14 in Calcasieu, LA (JFS, LD, BFS, 
m.ob., ph., p.a.). Nearly as rare was the 
Mountain Bluebird Oct. 9 in New 

Orleans (DPM, ph., p.a.), representing the 
first s.e. Louisiana sighting. 

Vireos to Finches 
Bell's Vireo is a rare transient in much of 

the Region, though it breeds in the n.w 
portion. The only reports were from Ft 
Morgan, AL; three were banded Sept. 10 
& 17 and Oct. 7 (DC, MD et al., ph.), 
and another was spotted Sept. 25 (GDJ) 
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(all p.a.). The Solitary Vireo Sept. 12, and 
a Philadelphia Vireo Sept. 14, in Shelby 
(DDP) set new arrival dates for w. Ten- 
nessee. Early as well was a Philadelphia 
Sept. 15 in Baton Rouge, LA (DFL, JB). 
At the opposite extreme was the Red-eyed 
Vireo in lY&shington Oct. 11 (MM), set- 
ting a late date for n.w. Arkansas; a Blue- 
winged Warbler in the same county Oct. 1 
was behind schedule (PR). Scarce in w. 
Arkansas in fall, single Golden-winged 
Warblers were observed in Washington 
Sept. 20 & 23-24 (PR, Jp, MM). I 
received 2 documented reports of rare 
Blue-winged x Golden-winged hybrids; a 
"Brewster's" was at Grand Isle, LA Sept. 2 
(CS, PW), and a very rare "Lawrence's" 
was discovered Oct. 1 in Tipton, TN 
(DDP). Excellent numbers of Orange- 
crowned Warblers were noted on the 

Alabama coast in October (DC, GDJ, 
m.ob.). Very late was a Nashville Warbler 
Nov. 17 in Okaloosa, FL (DMW). A late 
local departure record for Yellow Warbler 
was provided by an individual Oct. 17 in 
Starkville, MS (TLS). 

Cape May and Black-throated Blue 
warblers are Atlantic migrants, especially 
In the autumn; both, but particularly 
Cape May, are very rare in fall in the w. 
part of the Region. Two Cape Mays were 
noteworthy at Ft. Morgan, AL Oct. 
17-18 (DC et aL, both b.), but one at 
M.L., Oct. 20 (H&MP) was singularly 
unusual. Black-throated Blue Warblers 

appeared in coastal Alabama in good 
numbers this season; ten were banded 

Sept. 18-Oct. 30 at Ft. Morgan (DC et 
al.), and >four males were present at one 
site on Dauphin I., Oct. 21 (GDJ, DGJ, 
RSD, RAD, LRD, m.ob.). Far to the west, 
single Black-throated Blues were good 
finds in Sevier, AR Oct. 1 (DA), in 
Plaquemines, LA Oct. 8 (JTS, JSS, TAS), 
and in C.P., Nov. 4 (JPK). A Blackburnian 
Warbler in Washington Oct. 1 (PR, Jp) 
was unusual for n.w. Arkansas. 

Blackpoll Warbler is the scarcest of the 
fall Atlantic migrant warblers in the 
Region, and many older records are cloud- 
ed by identification questions; a lone bird 
was studied Oct. 9 at Ft. Morgan, AL 
(GDJ, RAD, DGJ). The Cerulean War- 
bler Oct. 11 in 7}•ton (DDP) set a new 
departure date for Tennessee; locally late 
was a N. Waterthrush Oct. 19 at 

N.N.W.R. (TLS). The 2nd I.C.P. record 
for Connecticut Warbler was established 

by one in Lee Oct. 7 (GH). Mourning 
Warbler can be difficult to find in the e. 

part of the Region; singles were at Ft. 
Morgan, AL Sept. 9 (DC, MD et al., b.), 
in Okaloosa, FL Sept. 16 (DMW), and at 
Gulf Breeze, Santa Rosa, FL Sept. 18 

(RAD, LRD, PWS, EC). The Mourning 
Warbler Oct. 28 in C.P. was unusually late 
(DFL, *), as was a Yellow-breasted Chat 
Oct. 1 in lY&shington, AR (Jp). 

A lingering Summer Tanager was in 
Iberville, LA Nov. 21-Dec. 1 (JVR, LCB). 
Western Tanager is rare-but-regular in the 
fall, mostly along the coast, with more 
records to the west. Single birds were at 
Grand Isle, LA Oct. 7 (BMM, CS), at 
Gulf Breeze, FL Oct. 22 (RSD, RAD, 
LRD), and in C.P., Oct. 28 (DLD, SWC, 
*). Tardy Blue Grosbeaks included the lat- 
est for Tennessee Oct. 29 in Shelby (SNM, 
GRP, MGW), and another near Baton 
Rouge, LA Nov. 29 (DFL, JK). A pair of 
Painted Buntings provided the first 
autumn I.C.P. record Aug. 11 in Houston 
(MLH); two female-type birds were unex- 
pected in Oktibbeha, MS Sept. 1 (TLS). 

At N.N.W.R., a very late Dickcissel was 
seen Oct. 28 (TLS, MHS). Clay-colored 
Sparrow moves in small numbers each fall, 
most often along the w. and s. boundaries 
of our area. Most notable of several reports 
were six birds Oct. 7 at Little Rock, AR 
(RHD, WMS, LY et al.), and three at Ft. 
Morgan, AL Oct. 9 (GDJ, DGJ, RAD). 
Louisiana's 4th Lark Bunting was a treat 
Sept. 17 in C.P. (DFL, JVR, JB, JR, JK, *, 
p.a.). Henslow's Sparrows set 2 state arrival 
dates; one was near Mobile, AL Oct. 14 
(D&LR, JRW, SWM), and another 
appeared in Tangipahoa, LA the next day 
(DFL, ph.). Up to four LeConte's Spar- 
rows were noteworthy in a Lauderdale, AL 
field beginning Nov. 21 (JTG, SWM, 
DJS, m.ob.). Locally early was a Fox Spar- 
row Oct. 20 in Lowndes, MS (TLS). 

Bobolinks are uncommon transients in 

the autumn; of multiple reports, most 
noteworthy were 13 at N.N.W.R., Sept. 4 
(TLS) and one in Shelby Oct. 29 (SNM, 
GRP), the latter providing a new w. Ten- 
nessee departure date. There were several 
sightings of Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 
including ad. males Sept. 15 in Venice, 
Plaquemines, LA (SWC, DLD) and Oct. 
14 near Mobile, AL (JRW, SWM). A rare 
Red Crossbill was reported Nov. 21 in 
Laj•yette, MS (GCK). The Am. Goldfinch 
in n. Walton, FL Sept. 16 (BJ) was locally 
early. A moderate influx of Evening Gros- 
beaks occurred in our n. areas; I received 

13 reports of 104 birds beginning Nov. 12. 
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