Rend L., IL Feb. 2 (RD). In addition, a ¢
Yellow-headed visited an Ottawa, IL feeder
Feb. 4 (fC&]JMc). The peak Rusty Black-
bird count was 50 seen Feb. 17 at Sangchris,
IL (DBo) and the maximum Brewer’s Black-
bird tally consisted of 29 at Taberville, MO
Mar. 5 (RF). About 75 Great-tailed Grackles
were seen in w. Missouri near Nevada Feb.
10 (MR).

All winter finches were exceedingly scarce
throughout the Region as illustrated by the
following peak counts: Purple Finch 20, Red
Crossbill 13, Com. Redpoll one, Pine Siskin
15, and Evening Grosbeak three.

Corrigendum

Three singing Grasshopper Sparrows re-
ported near Moniticello, KY Jun. 4, 1994
(AFN 48:950) were observed by Stephen
Stedman, not Herbert & Kathryn Clay.

Contributors cited (Subregional editors in
boldface): Steve Addinall, Tom Allison, Mart
Anderson, Louise Augustine, Susan Bagby,
Margaret Baker, Tim Barksdale, Dave Becher
(DBe), Mike Beck, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Lau-
rence Binford, Rich Biss, David Bohlen
(DBo), Gary Bowman, Ken Brock, Michael
Brown, Alan Bruner (AB) (Indiana),
William Buskirk, Fred Busroe (Kentucky),
Jim Campbell (JCb), John Cassady (JCd),
John Castrale (JCs), Robert Chapel (RCh),
Kathryn Clay, Bob Conlon, Robert Danley
(Tllinois), Myrna Deaton, David Dister, Jon
Dunn (JDu), Betty Dyer, David Easterla,
Vic Fazio, Todd Fink, Robert Fisher, Larry
Gara, Chuck Gardner, Michelle Georgi,
Kirby Gosley, Ray Hannikman (RHn), Rob
Harlan (RHa), Jim Haw (Haw), Susan
Hazelwood, Chris Hobbs (CHb), Dick &
Jean Hoffman (D&]JH), Craig Holt (CHx),
Scott Jackson, Brad Jacobs (Missouri),
David Johnson (DJh), Evelyn Johnson, Dave
Jones (DJs), Dan Kassebaum,Tom Kemp,
Larry Lade, Tom LePage, Chris Lundberg,
Walter Marcisz, Cindy & John McKee
(C&JMc), Paul McKenzie (PMc), Jeff
McCoy (JMc), Keith McMullen (KMc), Joe
Milosevich (JM), Jerry Olson, D. Overacker,
Bill Palmer, Kay Palmer, Ed Pierce, John
Pogacnik, Bill Reeves, Kevin Richmond,
Larry Rizzo (LRi), Mark Robbins, Larry
Rosche (LRo)(Chio), Ed Schlabach, Al
Seppi (ASe), Phoebe Snetsinger (PSn),
Leonard Stanley, John Stofan, Al Stokie
(ASU), Paul Sweet (PSw), Greg Swick, Sue
Tackett, Alan Welby, Bill Whan, Richard
Whitton, Dan Williams, James Wilson, and
Jim Ziebol.Many other individuals who
could not be personally acknowledged also
submitted notes to the various state reports.
—Kenneth ]. Brock, Dept. of Geosciences, In-
diana University Northwest, 3400 Broadway,
Gary, IN, 46408.

Central
Southern
Region

STEPHEN J. STEDMAN
Warm temperatures again prevailed through-
out the Region, and again produced a winter
with a wonderful array of unexpected sight-
ings. Unfortunately, this also meant that
many species that would normally be re-
ported in detail were encountered so often as
to necessitate severe truncation of data, if the
word limit of this report was to be met.
Many coastal species wintered inland in sub-
stantial numbers. Nowhere was this more
true than in Pointe Coupee, Louisiana, where
a drawdown of the impoundment behind
the Morganza Spillway resulted in some
spectacular counts of species that normally
do not winter away from the coast.

Many thanks again to all those noted
below for providing clear, often detailed,
records of their bird sightings.

Abbreviations: A.B.R.C. (Alzbama Bird Rec-
ords Committee); L.B.R.C. (Louisiana Bird
Records Committee); p.a. (pending action);
T.B.R.C. ( Tennessee Bird Records Committee).
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Adding to the growing tally of far inland
records, this Yellow-billed Loon was a first
for Tennessee at Dale Hollow Lake, Clay
County, in February 1995.
Photograph/Stephen R. Satterfield.

Loons to Herons

Rare inland, a Red-throated Loon tarried in
Marshall, AL Nov. 29-Dec. 27 (WS, ES,
SWM+, DJS); another lingered in Yalob-
usha, AR Jan. 24+ (GKf%, SK, ph. JRW,
m.ob.). Equally rare Pacific Loons were at
widely separated sites in Baldwin, AL Dec.
31 (RRRY) and Jan. 2 (CKY). Tennessec’s
first Yellow-billed Loon visited Clay Feb.
18-22 (S]ST, BHS, ph. SRSt, ReS, ph. LM
et al). Concentrations of Horned Grebes
continued to be reported from large im-
poundments in the far n. sectors of the Re-
gion, especially in Arkansas and Tennessee.
Eared Grebes in Okaloosa, FL Dec. 7
(DMW), in Mobile, AL Dec. 17 (JoP, JP¥),
and in Orleans, LA Dec. 26 (DPM, ]B) were
somewhar out of the ordinary; similarly un-
usual Red-necked and Western grebes lin-
gered in Yalobusha, MS Jan. 7+ (GKT, SK,
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m.ob.), while another of the latter species
was reported in Cameron, LA Dec. 17
(DLDt, SWCH).

Eight hundred Am. White Pelicans on
Arkabutla L. in Tate/DeSoto, MS Dec. 3
(WRP, WPP) constituted a large number
there, while >225 in Obion, TN Jan. 9+
(FJA, JRW, m.ob.) and >100 in Dyer, TN
Feb. 28 (WGC) were also noteworthy; how-
ever, 10,000 were counted at the Morganza
Spillway, Pointe Coupee, LA in late Decem-
ber (MAS er 4l.) and early January (SWC,
DLD), an “incredible inland winter concen-
tration” (SWC) that quickly declined to a
mere 600 by Jan. 22 (JPK). In Cameron, LA
110 Brown Pelicans, mostly immatures,
were noted Dec. 17 (SWC, DLD), indicat-
ing a robust increase where the species had
been rare. Somewhat inland and e. ofits nor-
mal range, an imm. Neotropic Cormorant
visited Pointe Coupee, LA Jan. 1 (SWC,
DLD). Tennessee’s first winter Anhinga re-
mained in Obion Dec. 2-8 (WGC).

Glossy Ibis continues to be present in
small numbers in s.w. Louisiana where its sta-
tus remains uncertain; sixteen in Acadia Dec.
21 (SWC, DLD) and one in Cameron Dec.
24 and Jan. 1 (JPK) may help resolve this dis-
tributional conundrum. Roseate Spoonbills
are unusual in s.e. Louisiana, so one in Zerre-
bonneJan. 9 (DLD) was noteworthy.

Very rare locally in winter, an Am. Bit-
tern was reported from Prairie, AR Dec. 30
(WMS, JLY). Up to 43 Cartle Egrets win-

tered in Oktibbeha, MS (MC), where the”

species had not been reported in winter for
over a decade. A Great “White” Heron Feb.
5+ in Colbert, AL (GD]Jt, DGJ, GNP,
m.ob.) was the first in that state’s Tennessee
Valley region, the 3rd ever inland, and
probably the first in Alabama since 1982.
Six Green Herons on the Gulf Shores CBC
Dec. 31 provided an Alabama winter maxi-

mum (fide GD]J).

Ducks to Raptors

Certainly unusual, a Black-bellied Whistl-
ing-Duck appeared in Lauderdale, TN Dec.
20 (JRW), while nine Tundra Swans stayed
there Dec. 18+ (JRW); in nearby Lake, TN
an imm. Tundra Swan stayed Dec. 3+
(WGC, JRW ph.), and seven others were in
Dyer, TN Feb. 27 (WGC). A Ross’ Goose in
Oktibbeha, MS Feb. 15 (TLS) represented
the 4th locally, while 15 Blue-winged Teal
there Dec. 17 (TLS) were the most ever lo-
cally in winter. A rare Cinnamon Teal in Cre-
ole, LA Dec. 12 was eclipsed by an even rarer
Blue-winged X Cinnamon hybrid in Orleans,
LA Jan. 28 and Feb. 6 (PW+T ph.). Alabama’s
4th Eur. Wigeon frequented Lauderdale Feb.
19-25 (SWMt et al; p.a. AB.R.C.).

Seven-hundred Canvasbacks was a large
number for White, AR Dec. 24 (KN, LN},
but >600 Redheads in Whize the same day
(KN, LN) and still present Feb. 13 (MP,
HP) represented the largest concentration
ever reported in Arkansas. Eight Black Scot-
ers in Gulf, FL Dec. 29 (S]S) represented
the largest flock reported during the season,
and two imm. White-winged Scoters in
Washington Dec. 9, 10 & 22 (MM, PR,
RD) provided the first record for n.w.
Arkansas.

Fourteen Ospreys on the Guif Shores
CBC Dec. 31 represented an Alabama win-
ter maximum and was only one shy of the
state maximum for any season (fide GD]).
Quite rare and spectacular, Harris’ Hawks
visited Vermilion, LA Dec. 23-Feb. 24
(SWCt, DLDt, PW1) and Lafayerze, LA
Jan. 2 (DLD*, SWCt); since there was evi-
dence of a northward dispersal of this speci-
ces during the previous fall (SWC, DLD),
they may well represent bona fide vagrants,
the first and 2nd state records, respectively, if
so (p.a. L.B.R.C.). Casual inland in winter,
an ad. Broad-winged Hawk was sighted Jan.
10 & 12 in Jefferson, AL (ECt, LCa); two ad.

At Reelfoot Lake, Lake County, Tennessee, this immature Tundra Swan remained throughout the
1994-1995 winter season. Photograph/Jeff R. Wilson.

and two imm. Broad-wingeds were noted
during the season in Plaguemines, LA (SWC,
DLD, RDPE, *L.S.U.M.N.S.).

An imm. light-morph Swainson’s Hawk
was sighted in Vermilion, LA Dec. 23 & 31
(DLD, ph. SWC, PW1), and another imma-
ture visited Cameron, LA Dec. 24 (SWC,
DLD, DA, GA). Golden Eagles in Ok-
tibbeha, MS Dec. 17-18 (MC, TLS, MaS)
and Jan. 26 (TLS) were considereed rare, as
were immatures in Pope, AR Jan. 15 (MM,
MB, m.ob.), in Hardeman, TN Dec. 28
(VBRY), and on the Bossier-Caddo-Bi-
enville, LA CBC Jan. 2 (PD1). Present for
the 4th consecurtive winter in Yalobusha, MS,
a Prairie Falcon stayed the season (GKT, SK,
m.ob.}; another was unusual in Y2/, AR Jan.
20 (MP, HP).

Solitary Sandpiper in Pike County, Missis-
sippi, January 15, 1995. The species is ex-
tremely rare in winter in most parts of North
America. Photograph/Terence Schiefer.

Moorhens to Terns

Another “amazing inland winter count”
(SWC) took place in Pointe Coupee, LA
Dec. 11 (JPK), this time involving 200

Com. Moorhens. About 80 Sandhill Cranes
stayed most of the season in n.e. Obion, TN
(RG, fide MGW), somewhat n.w. of their
usual wintering range. A further result of
the drawdown at the Morganza Spillway
was the establishment of first winter records
for Black-necked Stilt and Am. Avocet in
the Baton Rouge area, when 230 stilts and
<18 avocets stayed in Pointe Coupee from
late December—early February (SWC,
DWG, m.ob.). Rare locally in winter, a late
Am. Golden-Plover stopped in Shelby, TN
Dec. 4 (CHB, VBR). A flock of 25 Snowy
Plovers in Cameron, LA Feb. 25 (SWC,
DLD) was notable.

Rarely, if ever, reported during winter in
Mississippi, a Solitary Sandpiper was pho-
tographed in Pike]Jan. 15 (ph. TLSt, MaS,
JRe); another stayed Dec. 6-Jan. 21 in Ben-
ton, AR (MM, LN, KN, TB). The first win-
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ter record of Pectoral Sandpiper in Alabama’s

“Tennessee Valley region was established Jan.
29 when one appeared in Limestone(SWMt,
JRW et al.); another was noted on the Lake
Village, AR CBC Dec. 20 (DRS). Red
Phalaropes generally winter far offshore on
the Gulf of Mexico, so 125 seen from shore
during the Gulf Shores, AL CBC Dec. 31
(ALM+, CDCt, JB, JoP) was unexpected.

Nine conservatively counted Pomarine
Jaegers Dec. 17, in Cameron, LA (SWCT,
DLD, *L.S.U.M.N.S.) were very well stud-
ied; others were present in the same parish
the next day (MSw, JPK, PWt, CS). Well
described in Cameron, LA Dec. 17 was a
light-morph ad. or sub-ad. Parasitic Jaeger
(SWCt, DLDT), while singles were present
there the next day (MSw) and Dec. 21 (RB,
RBr), and still another was in Terrebonne,
LAJan. 9 (DLDY).

In Garland, AR a Laughing Gull was
somewhat out of place Dec. 9 (LA). Franklins
Gulls turned up Dec. 3 in Tate/DeSoto, MS
(WRP, WPP) and in fefferson, LA (PY), an
immature was in Cameron, LA Dec. 17
{SWC, DLD, *L.S.U.M.N.S.}, and yet an-
other enlivened New Year’s Day in Baldwin,
AL (GDJt, DGJ). Two Little Gulls, an adult
and immature, were noted in Panola, MS
Dec. 30 (GKt, SK, TLST, m.ob.); the imma-
ture stayed until Jan. 3 and the adult through
the period. An imm. Lesser Black-backed
Gull was well described in Hardin, TN Jan.
28 (JRW1), while others were present in 5
Louisiana parishes where the species is “in-
creasing” (SWC). Mississippi’s 2nd inland
Glaucous Gull stayed Jan. 15-16 in DeSoto
(JRW, GKt, SK), while Crittendon, AR
hosted another Jan. 29 & 31 (JFt, JRWT).
An ad. Great Black-backed Gull showed up
in Orleans, LA Dec. 4 (RDP), 17 (DPM), &
30 (PW). A Black-legged Kittiwake seen off-
shore Dec. 10 was Alabama’s 8th (CDof; p.a.
ABR.C).

A well studied Com. Tern complete with
carpal bar was noted on the Reserve, LA
CBC (BQ). Terrebonne, LA hosted a Bridled
Tern Jan. 9 (DLD1); the species has formerly
been absent from Louisiana in January.

Doves to Hummingbirds

The Regional Eur. Collared-Dove popula-
tion continues to increase and expand its
range. Every coastal CBC from St. Vincent
Is., FL to Gulf Shores, AL reported these
doves, including 150 at Pensacola, and they
are now clearly “expanding range” in
Louisiana (NN). Formerly collared-doveless,
Madison, AL hosted them at 4 sites Jan. 28
(RAD, SWM ez al), while a lone pioneer vis-
ited far n.e. Overton, TN Feb. 26 (§]St,
TMS). An unprecedented concentration of
123 White-winged Doves was noted in Jack-
som, MS Feb. 13 (CD, L]}, while 11 in Gulf,
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FL Dec. 29 (WB) constituted a large number
there. A first for winter in n.w. Louisiana was
an Inca Dove in Caddo Dec. 22 & 29 (PD).

Burrowing Owls, seldom reported in the
Region during winter, made a splash in
Lousisiana, where one was counted in
Cameron Dec. 17 (WV, TSG) and Feb. 12
(JPK, RRo) and another in LaSalle Dec. 17
(RBr), as well as in Mississippi, where one
stayed in Washington Feb. 7+ (EG, TTLS
ph., m.ob.}. Of six Com. Nighthawks pre-
sent in Davidson, TN Dec. 6 (RPF), one
stayed until at least Dec. 26 (PM). Seen en-
tering a chimney to roost, 35 Vaux's Swifts
in Franklin, TN Dec. 28 (fide $TL) must
certainly represent a Regional high count
(and then some) of a species that has win-
tered previously in Louisiana and somewhat
more regularly just to the e. of the Region in
Tallahassee, FL.

Hummingbirds once again put on a show
and, once again, deserve more discussion
than this report allows. A & Broad-billed
Hummingbird, Louisiana’s 5th, paid a visit
to Orleans, LA Jan. 5-Feb. 4 (GS, PWT, v.t.
CS). A Buff-bellied Hummingbird sans de-
tails was reported on the Choctawhatchee,
FL CBC Dec. 19 (DMW); the species was

also reported from at least 5 Louisiana

parishes. Alabama’s 2nd Magnificent Hum-
mingbird (p.a. A.B.R.C.), an ad. male, ap-
peared during fall 1994 (LC) in Monroe, re-
ceived a band Dec. 3 (RSt, MS), and stayed
to season’s end (m.ob.). A Ruby-throated
Hummingbird was banded (PF) Dec. 13 in
Pulaski, AR, where it remained until Dec.
29; another was banded there Jan. 9 (PF); at
least two were reported in Louisiana.
Miississippi and Tennessee hosted first-ever
Anna’s Hummingbirds: the former stayed
from mid-December until late January in
Hancock (LS, JT, RS, TLST, m.ob.); the latter
visited Davidson where it was banded Jan. 5
(RS, MS, m.ob.). A Calliope Hummingbird,
Alabama’s 3rd (p.a. A.B.R.C.), was briefly
noted in St. Clair (RSt, MS); another, and
first away from the coast in Mississippi, stayed
the season in Lowndes (CC, RS, TLSt, MS,
m.ob.); at least four were reported in
Louisiana. Also banded by the Sargents, Al-
abama’s first Broad-tailed Hummingbird
(p-a. A.B.R.C)—and only the 4th evere. of
the Mississippi (Alzbama Birdlife 41 [1995]:
1-6)—stayed in Calboun Dec. 8-25 (DG,
WS, RS, MS, GDJ+t, m.ob.); at least two
Broad-taileds were noted in Louisiana. A Ru-
fous Hummingbird wintered in Davidson,
TN (MS, fide TIW), and an imm. & Allen’s

VOLUME 49 NUMBER 2

FIELD NOTES

157



Hummingbird in Calhoun provided Al-
abama’s 4th record (p.a. A.B.R.C.), staying
from season’s beginning until Feb. 2 (RST,
MS). A Selasphorus sp. remained in Shelby,
TN Dec. 27-Feb. 18 (JR, fide VBR). Black-
chinned and Rufous hummingbirds are now
so abundant in Louisiana that counting
them is a nigh impossible task ar some sites
(NN); fewer reports are now being submit-
ted of these species even though more of
them are probably present than ever before.

Woodpeckers to Warblers

The Red-cockaded Woodpecker seen at an
interstate rest area in Clark, AR Feb. 21
(RHD) must have provided the observer
with an extra pick-me-up. Least Flycatchers
were noted in Cameron, LA Dec. 19 (MW,
IB) and Plaguemines, LA Jan. 21 (PW, CS),
Jan. 28 (SWC, DLD, *L.S.U.M.N.S.), and
Feb. 22 (DLD, SWC). Louisiana’s 2nd Pa-

An amazing winter treat was this Fork-tailed
Flycatcher near the Holla Bend National
Wildlife Refuge, Vell, Arkansas, January 17,
1995. Photograph/Steve Metz.

cific-Slope Flycatcher stayed briefly in Aca-
dia Dec. 21-23 (MJM, DP, SWC, DLD,
CS,*L.S.UM.N.S.).

About the 4th or 5th in Mississippi, a
Say’s Phoebe was briefly noted in Washington
Dec. 1 (DLit1); another in Lauderdale Feb.
14 (RPt, DP) represented one of very few
records for Tennessee (p.a. T.B.R.C.). Ver-
milion, Ash-throated, and Brown-crested
flycatchers were reported only from
Louisiana with 3 parishes reporting Vermil-
ion, at least 3 parishes Ash-throated (*L.S.-
U.M.N.S.}, and one parish hosting Brown-
crested (*L.S.U.M.N.S.). What it was doing
in N. America during its s. hemisphere
breeding season we may never know, but a
Fork-tailed Flycatcher flaunted its plumes
for many Jan. 1417 in Yell, AR (WMST,
ph. MP, ph. SM, m.ob.).

AN. Rough-winged Swallow sighted in
Lake Dec. 8 (WGC) established the first
winter record for Tennessee. Carolina
Chickadees are quite rare along the s.w. coast
of Louisiana, so one in Cameron Dec. 17
(JVR) and again Feb. 6 (SWC, DLD) and
Feb. 12 (JPK, RRo) represented only the 3rd
and 4th records ever there.

Red-breasted Nuthatches echoed last
year's invasion flight in many areas, with far
smaller numbers reported. Regionally scarce
and apparently getting scarcer, a Bewick’s
Wren was studied in Oktibbeha, MS Dec. 4
(TLS, MS); singles showed up in fberia, LA
Dec. 26 (M]M) and Avoyelles, LA Dec. 31
(RBr), and another was reported in Pope,
AR Jan. 15 (PR, RD). Vermilion, LA pro-
vided the only Bell’s Vireo record of the sea-
son when one was observed Feb. 25-Mar. 5
(v.t. PC, DP, SWC, *L.S.U.M.N.S.). First
ever in winter for Mississippi, a Blue-
winged Warbler delighted 2 observers in
Winston Feb. 25 (TLST, MS), a date that
probably precludes its having been an early
migrant. Alabama’s 2nd winter Nashville
and 4th winter Prairie warblers were in-
cluded among many rarities on the Dec. 31
CBC at Gulf Shores (GDJ*, BCG, SaLt);
another Nashville reported from Hardin
Dec. 30 (LN, MSof, fide D]S) represented
the first winter record for Tennessee (p.a.
T.B.R.C.). Many observers confirmed the
Cape May Warbler also noted in Hardin,
TN Feb. 4-5 (RDH).

Very rare in winter was a Magnolia War-
bler in Plaguemines, LA Jan. 29 (RBr ez al).
An “Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warble in
Pike, MS Jan. 15 (TLST, MS, JRe) was
deemed rare. Three Louisiana parishes
reported Black-throated Green Warblers.
Yet another Hardin gem was the Townsend’s
Warbler, Tennessee’s 2nd, found Dec. 30
(D]St; p.a. T.B.R.C.). The only Am. Red-
start report came from Lafourche, LA Dec.
18 (PC, GB). Very rare winter Worm-cating

Warblers were in West Baton Rouge and
Plaguemines, LA Dec. 20 (SWC, DLD,
*L.S.U.M.N.S.) and Jan. 2 (RDP), respec-
tively. Without doubt the warbler of the sea-
son was the Painted Redstart, Louisiana’s
2nd, in Cameron Dec. 17-Feb. 24 (RSB,
GW, JPKt, ph. PWt, m.ob.). Quite un-
expected locally in winter, a Yellow-breasted
Char was noted in Maury, TN Dec. 21
(AML, WNJ); more expected bur still
unusual was a single in Cameron, LA Dec.

17 (JVR).

Tanagers to Grosheaks

A first record for the Tennessee Valley of Al-
abama was provided by a Summer Tanager
in Lauderdale Dec. 22 (DCP, W]R?); a fe-
male remained in Shel/by, TN Feb. 14+ (CB,
Jfide LCC). Regaling several observers in
Plaguemines, LA Feb. 5 (JPK, RRo, GS) was
a W. Tanager. Blue Grosbeaks were noted in
4 Louisiana parishes, where they are still
considered rare; Indigo Buntings were in at
least 3 parishes; Painted Buntings in 4; and
Dickcissels in at least 2.

Two Rufous-crowned Sparrows were re-
ported from the traditional site on Mt. Nebo
in Yell, AR Dec. 22 (WMS, DL). Two Am.
Tree Sparrows were reported from Washing-
ton, AR Dec. 15 (PR}, while two others were
noted in Montgomery, TN Feb. 15 (TTW),
bur as usual the high count was detected in
Lake, TN where about 50 were noted Dec.
17+ (WCG, MAG). A well-described Clay-
colored Sparrow was encountered on the
Gulf Shores, AL CBC Dec. 31 (RS, MSt).
Four Henslow’s Sparrows in ClevelandJan. 7
(WMS, SL) and Feb. 26 (DH, DoH, MP,
HP), three in Bradley Jan. 28 (WMS, WH),
and three in Drew Feb. 18 (JH, DLH) were
deemed enough to warrant changing the
species’ status to that of winter resident in
Arkansas; whether this change in wintering
range continues during colder winters is, of
course, essential to establish.

Five Harris’ Sparrows in Washington, AR
(PR) represented a good number; the only
other reports were from East Baton Rouge,
LA Dec. 20 (GS) and Acadia, LA Dec. 21
(DP, MJM). A modestly small—by past
standards—concentration of >200 Lapland
Longspurs was in Limestone, AL Jan. 29
(SWM, m.ob.).

A W. Meadowlark turned up in LeFlore,
MS Feb. 19 (MS, TLS), six were in Shelby,
TN Dec. 13+ (JRW), and five were in Lake,
TN Feb. 26 (JRW). Perhaps only the 2nd
Tennessee N. “Bullock’s” Oriole remained in
Davidson Dec. 3+ (M]E, fide TTW, m.ob.).

Purple Finches were quite scarce during
the season in middle Tennessee, while Pine
Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks were nearly
absent there and very scarce elsewhere in the

Region.
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Hoff, De Lynn Holleman (DLH), John
Holleman, Debra G. Jackson, Greg D.
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—Stephen J. Stedman, Department of Eng-
lish, Box 5053, Tennessee Technological Uni-
versity, Cookeville, TN 38505.
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PETER TAYLOR

The unusually mild fall ended with snow
and low temperatures throughout the Re-
gion in early December. Conditions eased
up later in the month and January was gen-
erally mild, especially in southern Alberta.
The few cold snaps were short-lived; indeed,
one of the harshest occurred in late February
and early March. Bird-wise, there was a little
bit of everything that might be expected, but
few major highlights. The high diversity of
lingering waterbirds across the Region was
noteworthy.

Grebes to Raptors

More lingering grebes than usual were re-
ported: a Piedbilled at Pinawa, MB to Dec.
21 (PT, RZ); a Horned at Natalie L., MB
Dec. 3 (PT et al); a Red-necked at Waba-
mun L., AB Feb. 19 (DN); an Eared killed
by a Bald Eagle on the Lower Kananaskis R.,
AB Nov. 27 (NP); one W. Grebe at
McArthur Falls, MB Dec. 3 (PT et 4l.), and
four at Wabamun L., Feb. 19 (DN). Also
very late was an Am. White Pelican at

Regina Dec. 1 (RKr, PC), and a Double-
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crested Cormorant was still at Wabamun L.,
Feb. 19 (DN). Two out of five Great Blue
Herons—one at Moose Jaw, (SK, fide LKn)
and four in Alberta—were injured.

Twenty-eight species of waterfowl were re-
ported in the period, but only 12 after De-
cember. Migrant Tundra Swans reached
Taber, AB by Feb. 23, and 50 were there Feb.
28 (LB). Two Snow Geese overwintered near
Taber (LB) and a Ross” Goose was at Regina
Dec. 1 {RKr, PC). Five Alberta reports of
Green-winged Teal included seven at Cal-
gary Jan. 12 (WS, JR). The largest Mallard
concentrations in Saskatchewan totaled
15,000 near Moose Jaw and 5000 near Cabri
(WH). Four N. Pintails overwintered at
Medicine Hat, AB (BV, fide DB}, and there
were several scattered reports in Sask-
atchewan (fide RKr). Three Greater Scaup
were seen at L. Wabamun Feb. 19 (RD). The
imm. & Common Eider at Saskatoon re-
mained until Dec. 10 (FR, BL). Anad. &
White-winged Scoter lingered at Gardiner
Dam, SK Dec. 2-3 (RKr, MW, SSh). Red-
breasted Mergansers were noted in all 3
provinces: three at Lethbridge, AB Dec. 26
(fide PS), one at Gardiner Dam Dec. 1-3
(RKr, FR) and Dec. 19 (JP, PC), and one at
Silver Falls, MB Dec. 18 (PT). Lone Ruddy
Ducks were noted at St. Albert, AB Dec. 1
(DN), Gardiner Dam Dec. 2-3 (RKr, MW)
and Coronach, SK Dec. 19 (JP).

A Turkey Vulture was exceptionally late
at Edmonton Dec. 2 (JA). Sharp-shinned
Hawks remained in Alberta in unprece-
dented numbers: >nine birds were reported
in December, four in January, and one in
February (m.ob., fide PS). At least three
Cooper’s Hawks were also found in Alberta

Dec. 9-Feb. 19 (m.ob.), plus one at Mile-
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