
storm Alberto on nesters concerned the 

Swainsons Warbler. Hodges mentioned that 
after the storm waters receded, he could find 

none in their usual haunts. How many other 
species were effected? 

Inland Painted Bunting records included 
four males and one female at the Savannah R. 

Site, SC during the summer (BDu) and a 
male in the Fitzgerald, GA area June 2 (MO, 
MHp). Dickcissels were found in all 3 states 
this year. In North Carolina<two pairs were 
nearWaco, Gaston through the summer (ST). 
In South Carolina one pair took up residence 
near Gowansville, Greenville, (ST) and four 
immatures were located at a Laurens site July 
22 (PW), suggesting local origin. Two pairs 
nested near Athens, GA (JS, BD, PR etal.) 
and three were found near Albany, GA June 
10 (PR). A fly-over Dickcissel at Falls L., NC 
July 22 (RD) was almost certainly a non- 
breeding wanderer. The discovery of an ad. 
Lark Sparrow at Beaufort, NC July 21 (HH) 
indicated an absurdly early migrant. Another 
Lark Sparrow was found near Pelion, S C June 
2 (SP) and possibly could have been a late 
spring migrant. Defying explanation was the 
ad. White-throated Sparrow in Dawsonville, 
GA July 3 (FM,fideTM). Bobolinks made 
news in North Carolina when 3 pairs nested 
successfully in a field near Calvert, 3ansylva- 
nia during June and July (fide NS). There are 
reports of birds in the mountains and 
foothills in many seasons, but this is only the 
2nd or 3rd documented nesting record for 
the state. The last Evening Grosbeak report 
consisted of a late bird at a feeder in More- 

head City, NC on June 1 (fideJF). 

Corrigenda 
The winter report of N. Waterthrush from 
Liberty, TatmalL GA should have read: near 
Sunbury, Liberty, GA. 
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Extremely dry spring conditions were fol- 
lowed by summer rains throughout the Re- 
gion, with many observers reporting near- 
daily thunderstorms throughout June and 
July. A "normal" rainy season was a welcome 
change after five years of unusually dry sum- 
mers. Tropical storm Alberto crossed Florida 
just west of Tallahassee in early July, causing 
some local flooding there but missing the 
peninsula entirely. Lingering effects of hurri- 
cane Andrewwere noted by Ted Below, who 
found shorebird arrival south of Marco Is- 

land on schedule but numbers down by two- 
thirds. Excellent shorebird numbers were re- 

ported, though, at two Pinelias barrier 
islands and also in the Lanark Reef-Carra- 
belle Beach area of Franklin. 

Abbreviations: A.B.S. (ArchboldBiological 
Sta.), A.P.A.ER. (Avon Park Air Force 
Range), D.W.P. (Disney Wilderness Preserve), 
E.N.P. (Everglades National Park), K.S.C. 
(Kennedy Space Center), P.P.M. (Polk Phos- 
phateMines), S.R.A. (State Recreation Area). 

Loons to Cormorants 

Two Com. Loons made summer appear- 
ances, at a Gainesville retention pond June 
11-18 (RN) and at Cedar Key July 24 (DH). 
An Audubon's Shearwater was seen 5 mi w. of 

Tarpon Springs July 31 (DG). At Passage Key 
July 13, an imm. Brown Booby allowed close 
study (AS, BD. Summering Am. White Peli- 
cans included nine in Rookery Bay June 10 
(JM) and 16 at P.P.M., July 16 (PF). The an- 
nual G.EC. Brown Pelican nesting survey tal- 
lied just over 10,000 pairs statewide, the 
highest since 1989 (SN). One new colony 
was discovered at Lanark Reef, Franklin, with 
75-85 nests July 13 (GS, JG). Four Brown 
Pelicans strayed inland into HighSntis, one at 
L. Istokpoga June 4 (MM) and three over 
Highway Park June 5 (KT, MG). A count of 
1900 Double-crested Cormorants at P.P.M., 

July 16 was impressive (PF), while 559 at the 
Wakulla Springs colony was a local high 
(DB). Four late July cormorant nests were the 
first at Rookery Bay since the 1930s (TB). 

Herons to Flamingos 
With Everglades water levels nearly as high as 
last year, wading birds nesting in the Water 

Conservation Areas had an indifferent year 
Late nesting by Litde Blue Herons (1800 
pairs), Cattle Egrets (1400), and White Ibis 
(2000) boosted total numbers to 9500 pairs, 
but nesting success was relatively poor. Tins 
is an improvement over 1993, when just 
6500 pairs of waders were found (and no 
ibis), but far below 1992 when 20,000 pairs 
nested, including 10,000 pairs of White Ibis 
(PFr, RSa). Perhaps due to drier spring con- 
ditions in 1994, wading birds at Alalla Bank 
(Hillsborough Bay) declined to about 7000 
pairs from last years 8800 (RP, AS). In con- 
trast, conditions at K.S.C. were wetter than 

normal throughout spring and summer, but 
wader numbers dropped there too•by 40% 
to 1700 nests (RES). 

Reddish Egret broods were found at 2 
new Pinellas localities, Alligator Lake and 
Coffeepot Bayou (RP, AS). Five white- 
morph Reddish Egrets were present at Shell 
Key, Pass-a-Grille, July 4 (PB, LH, JH). Just 
one Reddish was reported from the Big 
Bend area, a dark-morph immature at St 
Mark's Light July 29 (NW). Despite the dry 
spring, White Ibis nesting in Tampa Bay de- 
clined just 15% from 1993 numbers, with 
6740 pairs at 4 sites. Nesting success, how- 
ever, appeared much lower in casual but re- 
peated observations (RP, AS). At K.S.C, 
862 White Ibis nests were found, a drop of 
50% (RES). An ad. Scarlet Ibis was seen 
again at Lakes Park, Lee July 2 (NP). Roseate 
Spoonbill nests in Tampa Bay totaled 108 
(RP, AS), while 10 were found at K.S.C 
(RES). Immature spoonbills made notable 
inland stops at Sheppard Rd., Highlands 
June 19 and July 5 (MMi, BP, SH), and at 
P.P.M., July 16 (PF). Wood Storks began 
nesting at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary in 
mid-March, their latest start ever at this site 

Nest counts peaked at 511 April 18 and re- 
mained fairly stable until June. Thereafter 
rising water levels were associated with a 
high rate of nest failures, and few if any 
chicks fledged (TB). Statewide, 3588 nests 
in 26 colonies were tallied, below last year's 
4262 (JRo). Fourteen Greater Flamingos, 
including some immatures, were seen at 
Snake Bight, E.N.P., June 5 (TBr). 

Ducks to Hawks 

Two Black•bellied Whistling-Ducks were 
seen at Myakka River S.P., June 4-5, for a 
rare record there (CA, GWi), and five were 
at Clear Spring Mine near Bartow June 5, 
providing the 2nd record there (CG, PT). At 
P.P.M., 326 Mottled Ducks July 16 marked 
a new local high (PF). Making a rare sum- 
mer appearance at a Leon sewage treatment 
plant June 23 was a <3 Redhead (GM). Two 
SurfScoters were logged: a male at Capriva 
I., June 20 (VM, WW) and one at Carra- 
belle Beach July 4 (GS). 
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Ospreys are increasing at L. Talquin, with 
32 nests recorded, compared to 28 in 1993 
and 21 in 1991 (GS, DB). An Am. Swallow- 
tailed Kite nested again on Plantation Key, 
fledging one young in mid-June (WH). 
Eight more were seen over Paynes Prairie 
July 14 with 34 Mississippi Kites (RR). 
Although no nesting activity was seen, a 
White-tailed Kite was found foraging a mile 
e. of the 1993 nesting site in Davie (JB). An- 
other 29 Mississippi Kites were reported 
from Tallahassee July 4 (DE, LM, GM). Two 
June reports of Cooper's Hawks near Tampa 
(RS&LS, RP) were welcome hints that this 
species may now be nesting in the area. Rare 
in Pasco, a dark-morph Short-tailed Hawk 
was seen in Aripeka July 7 (PY). Other 
Short-taileds reported included a light- 
morph adult over Johnson Ranch July 16 
(AF, m.ob.) and a dark-morph juvenile s. of 
Lake Placid July 21 (BP, AF), both in High- 
lands, plus a dark-morph bird July 17 at 
D.W.P., Polk (PF). 

Limpkin to Jaegers 
Injured Limpkins found in Marathon in 
mid- and late July (plus a third bird in late 
May) again raised the possibility of move- 
ment between Cuba and Florida (WH). 
Snowy Plover numbers were down at Hon- 
eymoon Island S.R.A., with the season's 
high of nine recorded July 3 (DG). Fourteen 
Snowies were counted July 22 at Shell Key, 
where they failed to nest despite efforts to 
protect them (PB). Three pairs of Snowies 
with young were observed at the n. end of 

ßTallahassee 
Jack- 

FLORIDA 

Longboat Key (AL, B&MS). At Honey- 
moon I., July 3, 131 Wilson's and 118 Semi- 
palmated plovers were high counts of a local 
breeder and an early migrant, respectively 
(DG). A Piping Plover in breeding plumage 
was on schedule at Adam's Beach, •y/orJuly 
18 (JHi, HA, BM), while another was seen 
July 31 at Phipps Preserve (GS). 

A pair of Black-necked Stilts in Leon 
June 23-30 marked the first county record 
for that month (GM), and perhaps had 
been displaced by rising water levels that 
interrupted nesting at St. Marks N.W.R. 
(JR). The Am. Avocet at Shell Key all 
spring remained through July I (PB), while 
12 in breeding plumage were at the Four 
Corners mine, Polk July 16 (PF). Wet con- 
ditions in Leon attracted several shorebirds 

rarely seen in June: Greater Yellowlegs June 
8, Lesser Yellowlegs June 1, 28 & 30, and 
Solitary Sandpiper June 30 (GM). Another 
early Solitary Sandpiper was recorded July 
23 at the Buck Island Ranch, Highlands 
July 23 (MMi). 

Season-high counts of Willets were post- 
ed at Honeymoon I., July 17, with 71 
(DG), and Shell Key July 22, with 365 
(PB). AWillet at L. Lochloosa, AlachuaJuly 
11 provided a rare inland record (RR). A 
Spotted Sandpiper still in breeding plumage 
was found at EP.M., where they are uncom- 
mon in summer, July 16 (PF). The eadiest 
"returning" Whimbrcl was found July 4 at 
Carrabelle Beach (GS), while "early" Mar- 
bled Godwits included one at Carrabelle 

Beach (GS), 14 at Shell Key (PB), and 40 at 
Alafia (RP)--all July 4. Fifty 
Red Knots, including two- 
three in breeding plumage, 
were seen on a spoil island off 
Suwannee June 22 (JK), 
while summer high counts at 
Shell Key and Honeymoon 
I., respectively, were 200 July 
4 (PB) and 225 July 17 
(DG). Single Sanderlings 
were sighted at Bald Pt. and 
Yent Bayou, Franklin July 13 
(GS). Sanderlings have de- 
clined sharply in the past 2 
decades in North America, 

and migrant/wintering num- 
bers should be monitored 

more closely here. Among 
several summer reports of W. 
Sandpipers, the following 
stood out: 329 at Honey- 
moon I., July 3 (DG), and 
two in breeding plumage at 
P.P.M., July 16 (PF). Two 
White-rumped Sandpipers at 
Honeymoon I., June 5 were a 

v good find (KN, BPa), as was a 
Pectoral Sandpiper at Ft. De- 

Soto July 29 (RS). A remarkable Purple 
Sandpiper turned up on Virginia Key June 
22 or 23 (MW, LO). An imm. Parasitic Jaeg- 
er was seen harassing the nesting skimmers of 
Three Rooker Bar, Pinelias June 15 (AS, BL). 

Gulls to Skimmer 

Laughing Gulls totaled some 17,000 breed- 
ing pairs at 6 Tampa Bay-Pinellas Beach sites 
(RP,, AS, PB). Another 200 pairs were found 
in Gasparilla Sound June 12 (RP,, AS). At La- 
nark Reef, 400-600 birds were reported July 
13 (GS, JG)•but were they nesting? Eighty 
pairs of Caspian Terns at Alafia Bank May 
21 matched last years total (RP). Counts of 
Royal Terns totaled just over 2300 nesting 
pairs at 4 Gulf coast sites (RP, AS, GS, JG). 
About 1500 Royals on Crane I., in Mos- 
quito Lagoon, in mid-June were probably 
nesting, and may be the "missing" Banana 
River population (SN, SS). Sandwich Terns 
increased sharply over last year to a modern 
high of 270 pairs at 2 Tampa Bay sites, and 
an adult with a chick at Three Rooker Bar 

marked a new site (RD, AS, BL). 
Least Tern nesting was poor at St. Marks 

N.XV.R., where avian predators took many 
of the chicks (JR), and at 4 colonies in n.e. 
FL. At Ft. Matanzas, formerly the largest 
of the 4, numbers may be dwindling be- 
cause of habitat management favoring the 
pallid beach mouse (PP). The large total of 
480 Leasts, including young July 22 at 
Shell Key where just 30 pairs had nested, 
was thought to include many birds from 
area rooftop colonies (PB). Juveniles were 
numerous in Keys post-breeding aggrega- 
tions as well, suggesting successful nesting 
there (XVH). Four Leasts were at L. 
Lochloosa July 5, for a rare Alachua occur- 
rence (RR). Nearly 1200 pairs of Black 
Skimmers nested at 7 sites in the Tampa 
Bay region, with an astounding 531 at 
Three Rooker Bar alone (AS, RP). At Shell 
Key, a July 19 count of 515 Black Skim- 
mers, including 130 juveniles, indicated 
excellent nesting success there (PB). 

Doves to Mockingbirds 
A Eur. Collared-Dove was found at St. 

Mark's Lighthouse July 29 (JC), while an- 
other was at Loughman, Polk, July 30, a new 
locality (TP). A pair of White-winged Doves 
seemed to establish residency in Palm River 
June 6-20, but then vanished (RP); there are 
no known nesting populations anywhere 
nearby (fide BP). A nestling White-winged 
brought to a local wildlife rehabilitator (date 
unknown) furnished the first Upper Keys 
nesting record for the species (WH). An- 
other White-winged was spotted at Alligator 
Pt., Franklin July 19-21 (JD). 

Parakeets at Miami Springs June 2 in- 
cluded four Maroon-bellied, one Green, and 
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one Scarlet-fronted (TBr). All have been re- 
ported previously from Dade, but they serve 
as a reminder that monitoring of exotic 
species is necessary. Mangrove Cuckoos 
were found and nesting suspected at Little 
Cockroach Bay June 6 (RP); Weedon I., July 
10 (LH, JH); and Honeymoon I. through- 
out the period (DG). A Schalow's Turaco 
(Turaco schalowt) has been present in Planta- 
tion, Browardsince August 1992; it was ap- 
parently liberated by hurricane Andrew. 
This is the first report of the species in 
Florida (GR; fide BP). Four Short-eared 
Owls of an Antillean race were found in the 

Dry Tortugas June 8 (BR). Defying explana- 
tion was the pair of Wreathed Hornbills 
(Aceros undulatus) discovered on Manasota 
Key, Sarasota, in early May, and remaining 
for 2 weeks. The birds fed on berries of a 

large Cuban laurel and roosted every 
evening in a Casuarina (J. Kixmiller; ph. T. 
Sabatelli). This is the first record of the 
species in Florida (fideBP). 

A Belted Kingfisher at Rookery Bay June 
14 was the first sighting ever for the month 
there (BA), and the earliest of the season. 
Four Hairy Woodpecker broods fledged at 
A.B.S. between April 27-June 12 (BP), 
good, if local, news for this vanishing species. 
Eight pairs of Gray Kingbirds were found 
June 11 at Honeymoon I., down from the 
usual 12-14 (DG). A Gray Catbird in song 
at Alachua June 27 was near the s. edge of 
breeding range (MM, JHi, RR). The Ba- 
hama Mockingbird present in Key West 
since June 1991 was last seen July 10. This 
was a particularly interesting year, since for 
the first time the bird was clearly paired and 
participating in the feeding of a brood. It was 
seen July 3 feeding a large fledgling that ap- 
peared to be a hybrid. Further observation of 
the female parent suggested that she was, too! 
Other mockingbirds in Key West exhibit un- 
usual tail and wing plumage patterns, sug- 
gesting that this or other immigrant Bahama 
Mockers have been contributing to the local 
gene pool for some time (JO). 

Vireos to Whydahs 
Two Black-whiskered Vireos singing at 
Honeymoon Island S.R.A. may have repre- 
sented the entire Tampa Bay area popula- 
tion (DG). More heartening was the June 4 
count of 24 on Sugarloaf Key (TBr). A 
breeding-plumaged c• Chestnut-sided 
Warbler present in a Gainesville yard June 
20 and July 2 & 24 (CR, IF) furnished the 
first July report of the species for the state 
(fide BP). Seventeen singing c• Prairie War- 
blers at Honeymoon I., June 18 was the sea- 
sods high, and an excellent count (DG). 
One-two singing Swainsods Warblers were 
found July 18 at Steinhatchee Springs 
W.M.A., in the same area where they had 

been found last year; _<five had also been 
seen in May. Breeding is likely (BM, HA, 
JHi, JK). Among migrants, a lingering 
Am. Redstart was found in St. Petersburg 
June 1 (RS, LS), while early fall arrivals in- 
cluded a Prairie at A.P.A. ER., July 6 (JA), a 
redstart near Dunnellon July 17 (RS, LS), 
a Worm-eating at Wakulla Beach July 31 
(NW), and an Ovenbird at Saddle Cr. Park 
July 31 (PF). 

A Blue Grosbeak singing at D.W.P., July 
17 was at the s. edge of the breeding range 
(PF), while a well-studied White-throated 
Sparrow at Tamarac June 6 was a rare find in- 
deed (JB). Single Shiny Cowbirds were 
found in Tallahassee June 7 (DE, LM), 
Cedar Key July 8 (DH), and at Alligator Pt. 
throughout the period (JD). None were re- 
ported from the Keys (WH). Six Brown- 
headed Cowbirds, including three juveniles, 
were seen at A.B.S., July 3 (GW), and a flock 
of 1000 was found at Four Corners Mine 

July 16 (PF). Male House Finches were ob- 
served singing at 4 locations in Gainesville, 
but nesting has not been confirmed (BM). 
"Yearlings" were reported from Lake City, 
though, raising the possibility there (fide 
JK). The state's second Pin-tailed Whydah 
(•dua macroura) was found at Ormond 
Beach June 6-7 (SR, CL, GK et al.). 
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For the first summer in several, the entire 

province experienced what would be de- 
scribed as seasonable temperatures, if some- 
what warmer than normal in June. The 
fluctuations from normal occurred with pre- 
cipitation, and these were local in nature 
Consequently, weather likely did not ad- 
versely affect breeding success. 

Indeed, several reporters suggested that a 
lack of early fall migrants may have been a 
result of excellent conditions holding birds 
in the north. However, preliminary reports 
from monitoring studies in the north sug- 
gested a general lac k ofpasserines, reflecting 
a generally poor spring passage. Reasons for 
this are unclear but may be related to last 
winter's sustained drought in the Caribbean 
and abnormally cold May temperatures in 
the northeast. 

Rarities during the period included at 
least two Brown Pelicans, circulating widely 
through the province, a Crested Caracara, 
and a Cassin's Finch. These and all other rar- 

ities mentioned in this report are subject to 
the approval of the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee. 

Abbreviations: Pelee (Pt. Pelee Nat• Park and 
vicinity); P.E.Pt. (Prince Edward Pt.), 
L.P.B.O. (Long Pt. Bird Observatory), 
O.B.R.C. (Ontario Bird Recorch Committee), 
Algonquin, Presqu'ile, and Rondeau are 
Provincial Parks. 

Loons to Herons 
Immature Com. Loons often summer on 

the Great Lakes, but Red-throateds much 
more rarely; so two alternate-plumaged 
adults of the latter species, one along the L 
Ontario shore offWhitby June 1-July 9 
(m.ob.) and another off St. Catharines July 
27 (MEH), were noteworthy. Red-necked 
Grebes on L. Ontario numbered 20 off 

Burlington July 6 (RD) and 32 offMissis- 
sauga July 12 (DP). The first nest at Burling- 
ton since the 1940s was found July 25 (RD) 
Single Am. White Pelicans at Hillman 
Marsh, Essex June 2-3 (IH, m,ob.) and Echo 
Bay Algoma June 15 (CS) added to an in- 
creasing number of sightings away from tra- 
ditional breeding areas. Two birds were at 
Timmins most ofJune (RM). 
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