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During the summer of 1989 , while 
conducting seabird tours along the 
coast of Maine on board the 4z-foot 
Island Queen, we observed a number 
of Snowy Egrets (Egret- 
ta thula), on Marble- 

head Island, just south- 
east of Rockland, Maine, 

in Penobscot Bay. 
Marblehead Island 

is a small, rocky, tree- 
less island typical of 
many seabird nesting 
islands along this coast. 
It is less than one acre 

in size, and rises to a 

height of approximate- 
ly 4o feet. Great Black- 
backed Gulls (Larus 

marinus), Herring Gulls 
( L. argentatus), Double- 
crested Cormorants 

(Phalacrocorax auritus), 

Black Guillemots (Cep- 
phus grylle), and Com- 
mon Eiders (Somateria 
mollissima) all breed on 
the island. 

While drifting off the island on 
the morning of June 30, 1989, we ob- 
served an adult Snowy Egret fly into 
and land on the steep east side of the 

Adult Snowy Egrets and chick on Marblehead Island, Maine. The small colony appears 
to be unique. 

island. Upon closer observation, we 
saw a total of six adult egrets and two 
chicks in a small cave formed by a 
rockfall in a crevice. At least two nests 

could be deafly seen inside the 
crevice. We subsequently visited the 
island on I5 more days in July of that 
year, and observed egrets in the same 
spot each time. The highest number 
of adults seen was six, the highest 
number of chicks seen was eight. 

Snowy Egrets were observed nest- 
ing on the island in I99O and I991. As 
in 1989 , we estimated 3-5 nests on the 
island. We did not visit the site in 

199z. 

On June 18, I993, we again visited 
the island in the late afternoon and 

saw three adult egrets in the same 
place. Owing to poor light and a low 
tide, it was difficult to see into the 

crevice where nests had previously 
been seen, but we strongly suspect 
the birds were still breeding on the is- 
land, as there would be little other 

reason for their presence. 
This steep-sided island is more 

than one mile offshore, and offers no 

feeding habitat typically used by 
wading birds, such as mudflats or 

tidal pools. However, 
approximately three 
miles west of Marble- 

head Island is the 

mouth of the Weskeag 
River, an estuary with 
extensive tidal fiats. We 

believe this is the likeli- 

est feeding ground for 
this group of egrets. 

This species is known 
to be aggressive on the 
breeding territory (Han- 
cock and Kushlan I984). 
We observed evidence 

of this on one morning 
when an adult egret 
stole nesting material 
from under an incu- 

bating Great Black- 
backed Gull, an exploit 
few, if any, waterbirds 
along this coast would 
attempt. 
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Snowy Egrets are reported for only 
four other sites in Maine, all well to 

the southwest of Penobscot Bay. 
These are Appledore Island near the 
New Hampshire border, Wood and 
Stratton Islands in Saco Bay, and 
Mark lsland in western Casco Bay 
(Erwin and Korschgen t979; Osborn 
and Custer •978; Kress, pers. comm.; 
Tyler, pets. comm.). The largest of 
these colonies is Stratton Island, 

where the population has hovered 
around too nests for the past six 
years. 

Since their protection from plume 
hunting earlier in this century, 
Snowy Egrets have expanded their 
breeding range northward beyond 
the known pre-hunting limits. This 
handful of small colonies on the 

Maine coast currently comprise the 
northern edge of the species' breed- 
ing range. 

Two aspects of the small colony at 
Marblehead Island make it unique: It 
is the northernmost colony we know 
of, and it is the only site we are aware 
of where Snowy Egrets are nesting 
directly on the ground. Bent (•926) 
reported several colonies in Texas 
marshes where nests were built in the 

rushes only inches above the ground. 

Acknowledgments 
Thanks to John Drury for assistance with 
field observations, Steve Kress of National 
Audubon's Puffin Project for information on 
the Stratton Island colony, and Hank Tyler 
of the Maine Critical Areas Program for in- 
formation on the Wood Island colony. 

Literature Cited 

BENX, A. C. t9z6. Life Histories of North 
American Marsh Birds. Government 

Printing Office, Washington D.C. 

ERW•N, R. M. and C. E. KORSCV[CBN. 
•979- Coastal waterbird colonies: Maine to 
Virginia. •977. An atlas showing colony lo- 
cations and species composition. U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Biological Services 
Program, FWS/OBS - 79/o8. 

HANCOCK, J. andJ. KUSHLAN. •984- The 
Herons Handbook. Croom Helm Ltd., 
London. 

Adult Snowy Egret, with nest in background, on Marblehead Island off Maine coast. 

OSBORN, R. G. and T.W. CUSTER. •978. 
Herons and their allies: atlas of Atlantic 

Coast colonies, 1975 and t976. Biological 
Services Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, FWS/OBS-77/o8. 

--(Drennan) Research Associate, College of the 
Atlantic, Bar Harbor, Maine (present ad- 
dress) 17. O. Box z62, Hulls Cove, ME o4644. 

--(Bowman) Research Associate, College 
of the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, Maine (present 
address) 17. O. Box 78, Northeast Harbor, 
ME o466a. 

$229 sø 

"1 wish I'd had a pair of these 
when I first started 
birding... 

I •l SWIFT 8 x 42mm ULTRALITE 
"Top-rated" in the binocular review in Cornell University's 
Autumn 1992 Living Bird, which said, "the best binocular for 
the buck. Birds look sharp and crisp . . . Their 21-ounce 
weight and armored coating make them the most comfort- 
able Porro prism we examined. Amazingly, they were the 
only Porro prism binoculars to pass the fogging test. I wish I'd 
had a pair of these when I first started birding." A good 6.6 ø 
field (346' at 1000 yards), long 18ram eye relief ideal for 
eyeglass use; 14' close focus, a lifetime warranty - and our 
freight-paid price of $229.50 saves you over 42%! 

Call (405) 364-4898 for our free catalog 93AB - with 8 pages of information 
about how to pickthe dght birding optics- plus our discount pdce list showing your 
savings on the 150 spotting scope and binocular models we keep in stock from 
Swift, Zeiss, Bausch & Lomb, Leica, Nikon, Pentax, Fujinon, Celestron, Questar, 
Kowa, Optolyth, Swarovski, and more. 

christophers, ltd. 
2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106 Toll-free order/price quote line: (800) 356-6603 

Norman, OK 73069 Catalogs/Questions/Advice: (405) 364-4898 
Hours: 10-5:00 CST. Mort. Ihru Fri. Mastercard. Visa, Amex, Discover, Optima. Free freight if paid by check. 

Our 15th year of saving you money on quality optics. 
Member of the Bausch & Lomb Birding Councif. National Audubon Socmt¾, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. 

Nature Conservancy, American Birding Associalion. and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 

Volume47, Num•r3-3• 


