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FAMILY PORTRAITS

Number Seven

LASHING THROUGH OUR FAMILIAR WOODLOT TREES

with a burst of color like a living flame, a tanager may seem out of

place. And it is: tanagers are birds of the tropics. The tanager group
reaches its zenith in South America, on the lower slopes of the
Andes, where ten species of brilliantly colored tanagers may feed in the same
fruiting tree at the same time. Only a few kinds of tanagers—all pictured on this
poster—come as far north as the United States, and they are mostly summer
birds here, retreating to the torrid zones for the winter. But while they are with

us, their colors and songs bring us a tantalizing taste of the tropics.

TANAGERS

1. Western Tanager 2.Hepatic Tanager
3.Stripe-headed Tanager 4.Summer Tanager
5.Scarlet Tanager

Painting by
JOHN DAWSON

A supplement to AMERICAN BIRDS, Summer 1991, Volume 45, Number 2



Eten the name of this famis comes from the tropics

“[The tanager] most takes
the eye of any bird...
It flies through the green foliage as
if it would ignite the leaves.”
Henry DaviD THOREAU

Tanager” 1« derved trom “rangara.” the name
u «d tor these birds by the
Tupt Indians of the

Amazon Basin.

Among the North

American tanagers,
the female usually lays

four eggs (pale blue or

The few kinds of tanagers that
green, with brown

come to North America find most

ir | : kings), and usuall
of their insect food by searching markings), and usually

does all the incubating
herself. Her soft colors—

methodically along branches and
foliage, as befits such stolid birds.

But they will also take to the air, greens and yellows—
flying out to nab passing insects make better camouflage
with surprising grace. They do not  than the flashy tones

hesitate to catch bees and wasps, of the male. After the

deftly avoiding getting stung in the g5 harch, however,
the male does his full

share of bringing food

process. Summer tanagers may de-
velop a taste for these insects and
leamn to raid the nests of paper

_ to the nestlings.
wasps, eating both the young wasp

grubs and the adults.
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BREEDING RANGE
ScaRLET TANAGER ]
SumMER TANAGER v
HepATiC TANAGER [ ]
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The male scarlet tanager is scarlet for only

half the year: for the winter, he molts

into a greenish plumage like that of the
female. On the other hand, the male
summer tanager (despite the name)
stays red both summer and
winter after he becomes

an adult.

The flashy male is unmistakable, but it is often
hard to see in the dense foliage of the treetops.

and tail. Female: yellow-green with
dark wings and tail. Male in winter
looks like female.

SPECIES SIZE/APPEARANCE HABITAT NEST VOICE FOOD
SCARLET TANAGER Length: 7" Tall deciduous or An untidy cup of grass, weeds, | Song, whistled phrases | Mostly insects, also small
Piranga olivacea Male: bright red with black wings mixed forest. and twigs, far out on a with a hoarse or burry | wild fruits.

quality. Callnote, kip-
brr or kip.

horizontal branch.

SUMMER TANAGER

Piranga rubra

A widespread bird, the summer tanager is most
common in the Deep South.

Length: 7.75"

Male: bright rose-red all over, with
whitish bill. Female: tawny-yellow
with whitish bill.

Oak and pine-oak
woodlands, riverside
cottonwood groves.

Mostly insects, including
wasps and bees. Also wild
fruits.

Song, lazy robin-like
whistles. Callnote, a
crackling pickituck.

A loose cup of grass and weed
stems, placed on a horizontal
branch.

HEPATIC TANAGER
Piranga flava

Length: 8"
Male: brick-red all over, with gray

Open woodlands of

pine and oak in

Mostly insects and wild
fruits, sometimes nectar

Song, robin-like
whistles. Callnote, a low

A shallow cup of grass and
weeds, placed in a fork of a

Male: yellow with black wings and

tail, pale wingbars; red face in
summer. Female: yellow with gray

Piranga ludoviciana of pine, spruce, and
fir, mixed with oak or

aspen; widespread in

The word “hepatic” can mean “liver-colored,” | face patch and dark bill. Female: mountainous horizontal branch. chuck. from flowers.
a reference to the brick-red shade of the male. | tawny-yellow with gray face patch country.
and dark bill.
WESTERN TANAGER Length: 7" Nests in open forest | A cup of grass, twigs, and pine | Rising and falling Mostly insects, including

many wasps. Sometimes
eats wild fruits or nectar.

phrases with a robin-like
quality make up the
song. Callnote is a rising

needles, placed on a horizontal
branch of a conifer.

Common in the West Indies, and sometimes
strays into southern Florida from the Bahamas.

with white stripes on face and wings.
Female: plain greenish gray with
white in wings.

pine forest.

wings, pale wingbars. migration. prri-ddi-ddit.
STRIPE-HEADED TANAGER Length: 6.75" Open woods, A loose cup of grass or plant The song is a thin, Mostly small wild fruits,
Spindalis zena Male: black, chestnut, and yellow, tropical scrub, and | fibers, placed in a bush or tree. | high-pitched series of also insects.

weak notes and twitters.
Callnote, seeep.
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FROM THE
PRESIDENT

AS WE GO TO PRESS WITH
our summer issue of
American Birds, the fate of

Arctic wildlife is being‘

hashed out on Capitol
Hill. George Bush has
vowed to veto any energy
legislation that doesn't in-
clude a provision to open
the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge to oil ex-
ploration. That habitar,
comprised of 1.5 million
acres along the Alaskan
coast, is critical to Arctic
wildlife. Among the 130
bird species making their
home in the refuge are
Golden Eagles, Snowy
and Short-eared owls,
Tundra Swans, and the
endangered Arctic race of
the Peregrine Falcon. The
area is also vital to migrat-
ing Snow Geese, a species
whose population is ex-
pected to decrease by 50
petcent if the Refuge is
opened to drilling.
According to the De-
partment of Interior’s best
estimate, there may be 3.5
billion barrels of oil in the
refuge. The most optimis-
tic estimates equal only 3
percent of current im-
ports. Given the fact that
that much oil could alone

be saved by increasing fuel
efficiency by a mere two
miles per gallon, drilling
in the Arctic coastal plains
is insupportable. We need
to make lawmakers look
at more cost-effective al-
ternatives, such as improv-
ing fuel efficiency and
developing renewable
sources of energy.

Oil advocates argue
that this 110-mile-long
coastal stretch is not
worth the environmental
uproar. But less than 4
percent of this country’s
original wilderness still
exists, and half of that
is in Alaska. The Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge
is the only remaining Alas-
kan coastline not open to
oil development. As bird-
ers, and as citizens, won't
you please help us block
this legislation before
North America’s last Arc-
tic wilderness frontier is
destroyed?
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How to identify UFO:s

From a distance, they’re gossamer apparitions
rising from the marsh.

Through Nikon binoculars, they're unmistakably
white ibises (Eudocimus albus). Adult, at that. Their
distinguishing characteristics vividly clear: The full
white body. Small black tips on the wings. The out-
stretched neck with long, slender, down-turned bill.

And reddish hue in face, bill, legs and feet.

Nikon's legendary multi-coated optics make
identifying such unidentified flying objects as easy as
it is soul-stirring. Because you’ll see the most subtle
field marks clearer, brighter and in more detail than
ever. Even to the point of identifying those black-billed
snowy egrets amidst the flock.

Check out the full line of Nikon birding optics, including our top-rated compacts;
8x30 E, the choice of BBC Wildlife Magazine; ED Fieldscope, highly recommended
by British Birds Magazine; and unique StayFocus Plus™ binoculars — all value priced
and covered by a limited 25-year warranty.

And have a close encounter of the Nikon kind. ©1991 Nikon Inc.

For a free catalog, call 1-800-BIRDING.

You'll never see things
quite the same again.
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Front cover: The Wood Duck
{Aix sponsa). “Yes, it's a
duck,” says artist Doug Pratt,
“hut it's not a flat-billed
quacker.” The Wood Duck has
spectacular colors, which
also what draws Dale Zimmer-
man to it. “The iridescent
blues, greens, and purples,” he
says, “‘are strengthened by vel-
vety dark areas outlined in
white, glossy wine-red breast
feathers, and a red bill tipped
black and outlined in yellow.”
The bird’s graceful proportions
are what attract arlist Diane
Pierce to it. “It has a small bill,
large eyes, and beautiful
crest,” she says. “The patiern
of the head is exquisite.” But
as Pratt points out, “it’s fancy
without being gaudy.” Photo-
graph/Stephen Kirkpatrick.
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KONSTANTIN

FROMTHE
EDITOR

NE OF THE TOUGHEST

things you can ask a

birder to do is to single

out the most beauti-
ful birds, among the 9000 known
species. The idea of “beauty” is one
that the philosophers and poets have
been wrestling with for centuries.
Webster’s defines it as “the quality or
aggregate of qualities in a person or
thing that gives plea-
sure to the senses or
pleasurably exalts the
mind or spirit.” The
definition’s looseness
points out just how
subjective the idea of
beauty really is. We
put ten extremely tal-
ented bird artists to
the test by asking them
to choose their favorite |
birds [“The World’s Most Beautiful
Birds,” p. 206]. The answers were
surprising in the extent to which they
revealed very personal things about
each artist’s aesthetic. Still, there are
some objective criteria the artists ap-
plied: A bird’s shape and size, its car-
riage, wing span, pattern, and
especially color, often figured promi-
nently in the responses.

Which brings me to the next
question. Beauty aside, why should
any bird even wear bright colors in
the first place? Drab colors and pro-
tective camouflage patterns are easy
to explain, as defense against pred-
ators, but what accounts for the
flamboyant shocking hues of a Re-
splendent Quetzal or a bird of par-
adise? The answer seems to be that
bright colors on a bird are meant to
be seen by others of its own kind.
Unlike mammals, of which many
species are color-blind, birds in gen-
eral have highly developed color
vision. They will see every detail of
color on neighbors, rivals, and po-
tential mates.

Some of the most elaborate color
combinations are found on male
birds in species that display to attract
females, as Paul R. Ehtlich explains

in his column “Birding for Fun: Sex-
ual Selection.” Males of humming-
birds and many ducks, for example,
take no part in incubating eggs or
caring for young; all their evolution-
ary energy has gone into developing
bright patterns, to attract momen-
tary mates. This trend reaches its ex-
treme in some of the tropical
American manakins and birds of
paradise, birds fes-
tooned with colors and
patterns and plumes
that almost seem out-
landish. It would be
unfair, however, to
blame the more garish
male plumages on the
tastes of female birds.
In the long evolution of
these patterns, there
may have been as much
pressure caused by the males’ need to
impress or intimidate each other.

In the end, the qualities of a bird
which most delight the senses are
often those which also delight the in-
tellect. Gorgeous colors, patterns,
shapes, and sizes are usually the prac-
tical result of a bird’s evolution, a tes-
timony to the fact that beauty,
whatever else it may be, is sometimes
a bird’s best weapon for survival.

—S.R. Drennan

ANSWERS TO THAT'S BIRD ENTERTRINMENT, VOLUME
45, NO. 1, SPRING 1991 AMERICAN BIRDS

Billy Martin

Dave Winfield

Bunting

Birdie

Mark “the bird” Fidrych

Runners on base, or bases loaded

Goose eggs

Toledo Mud Hens

. Sunflower seeds

10. Phil Regan

11. Clutch (hitter)

12. Ken Harrelson

13. Syd Finch

14. Robin Roberts

15. Parrot

16. Flycatcher, or ball hawk

17. The Robins

18. A dying quail

19. St. Louis Cardinals, Toronto Blue
Jays, Baltimore Orioles

20. Fritz Peterson
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Bausch & Lo lI;y separates

.

the Wandering from the Gray-tailed.

Serious birding tests one’s ability to determine
the subtle differences in bird features not readily
evident even at close range. Differentiating between
the Gray-tailed and the Wandering Tattler (pictured

here) requires the highest quality optics.

Because of their superior light transmission and
high resolution of image detail, Bausch & Lomb®
binoculars and spotting scopes have long been the
choice of ardent birders. Working with internation-
ally renowned naturalists, Bausch & Lomb provides

the advanced

the Custom®

optical design of

binocular series.
Endorsed by the

National Audubon Society, Custom offers models in
10x40, 8x36, and 7x26 configurations.

The most coveted birding binocular of all is the
world famous Bausch & Lomb® Elite? available in
8x42 and 10x42. The Elite sets the standard by
which all other binoculars are measured. It is built
to the most exacting tolerances with fully multi-
coated lenses, close-focusing ability to twelve feet,
field-proven construction, and long eye relief to
comfortably accommodate eyeglass wearers.

The maore you know about birds, the easier it is
to separate a Wandering from a Gray-tailed Tattler.

Similarly, the more you know about binoculars,
the more apparent Bausch & Lomb superiority will

i) BAUSCH
& LOMB

R A © 1991 Bausch & Lomb Incorporated 36 USC 380
S 1
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Marketplace Rates: Advertise your product or service
in our Marketplace. Rates are: $1.15/word for one
insertion; 90¢/word for 2 to 4 insertions; 60¢/word
for 5 insertions. Send payment with copy. Copy
deadlines are: Spring issue: March I; Summer issue:
May [; Fall issue: July 15; CBC issue: August |;
Winter issue: October 15. Send to: American Birds,
Marketplace, 950 Third Ave., New York, NY 10022.

ACCOMMODATIONS

BIRDING in Southeast Australia. Gipsy
Point Lodge is an tdeal place to begin
your Australian holiday. The diversity of
habitats offers excellent birding with
over 100 species likely to be seen during
a relaxing four-day stay. Contact Alan
Robertson, Gipsy Point Lodge, Gipsy
Point, Victoria 3891, Australia. Phone
(051) 58 8205.

COSTA Rica: Bed & Breakfast on the
Mountain 20 mi. from San Jose near
Braulio Carrillo. US Info (417) 637-
2066.

“BINOCULARS FOR BIRDERS”,
$12.95 plus $1.95 s&bh; or send SASE
for free information. Avian Press, PO.

Box 56068, Madison, WI 53705-9368.

REAL ESTATE

OWL Collectors, 1992 Nightwatch
Calendar $13. Send $1 for owl mer-
chandise and book catalog. Owl’s Nest,
Box 5491 AB, Fresno, CA 93755.

JOIN Project FeederWatch! Tell us what
birds come to your feeder, from Nov.—
Mar. We will send you instructions,
data forms, and two newsletters per
year. Send $12.00 to: Project Feeder-
Watch, Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, NY
14850.

SINGLES Network. Meet other single
birders in a North America-wide net-
work for naturalists, science profession-
als, and science buffs (all ages). For
information write: Science Connection
Inc., Box 188, Youngstown, NY 14174,
or Box 389, Port Dover, Ontario NOA
INO. Or phone (U.S. only): 1-800-
667-5179.

1

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

BINOCULAR cases custom-made.
Padded, Cordura outside, guaranteed
to fit. Holds snugly to your body.
Write Main Street Case Company, Box
81, Victor, ID 83455. Phone (208)
787-2909 .

AZ: Chirichua Mt. Secluded cabin for
rent. 5 mi from Portal, 6000 ft., borders
nat. forest, creek. Sleeps up to six. In-
cludes dishes, linens, washer/dryer. Lots
of wildlife coming to porch feeders.
Hummers; Lucifers and others. Great
photography potential. $1,000 per
month; winter $700. SASE for bro-
chure. Also in same area unfurnished
house for rent (min. one year) approx.
$350/ month. Send phone number for
details. Serious inquiries only. J. Bash,
Box 1686, Pinehurst, NC 28374.

TRAVEL

BIRDING and natural trips—Yosem-
ite, Death Valley, and the Grand Can-
yon. Cal Nature Tours, Inc. SVL 7310
Victorville, CA 92392. Phone (619)
241-2322.

BIRDING in Costa Rica. 850 species
including: Quetzal, Black Guan, Fiery-
billed Aracari, Scarlet Macaw, Coppery-
headed Emerald, Yellow-billed Cotinga,
Wrenthrush, Volcano Junco. Profes-
sional birder guides. For tour infor-
mation: T.J. Lewis, Costa Rica
Expeditions, P.O. Box 145450, Coral
Gables, FL 33114. Fax: (506) 57-1665.

AUS JENA binoculars (Germany). Ex-
perience the ultimate in brilliance and
clarity! Europe’s largest manufacturer of
premium quality binoculars. Consumer
and dealer inquiries invited. Europtik,
Ltd., Box 319-B, Dunmore, PA 18509.
Phone (717) 347-6049.

MICROSCOPES, quality instruments,
excellent values, not toys, complimen-
tary literature: MD Scientific, 4630 N.
Harlem Ave. Suite 209-D, Harwood
Heights, IL 60656.

Zeiss binoculars . ..
simply the best.

There are many binocular brands out there, but only one can be the

best. That one is Zeiss.

Reviews have called the Zeiss 10 x 40 “the binocular ol choice among
birding’s hard core™ and “an optical masterpiece.” One ol our Zeiss
customers told us, “I am seeing details which | did not know existed.”

Zeiss. The best you canfind. Period. Send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope (85¢ postage) for our free 36-page catalog and discount price
list AB covering Zeiss and the more than 100 binoculars and spotting
scopes we carry. It will be the best 85¢ you ever invesied in birding.

°
christophers, ltd. ‘e
[ ® (405) 364-Dg58
Toll-free order/question/price quote line: (800) 356-6603
Hours: 10-5:30 CST, Mon, thru Fri. Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Discover, Optima. 3% freight on credit card orders.

Our 12th year.

2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106
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SCANDINAVIA and Northern Eu-
rope. Great birding and more. Local
guides. Fantastic scenery. Call or write:
Cal Nature Tours, Inc. SVL 7310
Victorville, CA 92392. Phone (619)
241-2322.

AUSTRALIA—Tent, bird photograph,
hike best of eastern Australia, Cairns
and Barrier Reef to Tasmania, with
guides. Tropical, sub-tropical, temper-
ate rainforests, National Parks. 30 days.
11/29-12/18/91. Limit 10. COSTA
RICA—Discover birds, flowers, mam-
mals. Live comfortably on edges of best
virgin rainforest. Explore. 15 days. 1/4—
1/18/92. Optional 6-day extension.
Miller Wildlife Tours, RD1, Box 1152,
Maryland, NY 11216. Phone (607)
432-5767.

COSTA RICA Rainforest, 900m
guided tours with resident birder trans-
portation, S.J. to Ranch to S.]J. Deli-
cious meals, hot water showers, spacious
rooms, and horseback riding. All above
included from $390.00/week. Rancho
Naturalista, Apdo. 364-1002, San Jose,
Costa Rica. Phone 506/39-8036.
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We're switching gears and taking
our “That’s Bird Entertainment”
quiz on the road. Playing won’t help
your real-world driving or freeway-
cruise duty but you should be able
to steer through the quiz backroads
at modest speeds. Our fleet of
questions embodies smooth styling
and “Fahrvergnugen” influence.

So get behind the wheel, rev up your
motor, and take off with us.

1. What bright, high-spirited, two-seater
Ford auto of the mid-fifties was “America’s
Most Wanted Car?”

2. Name the British sports car manufac-
turer thar shares its name with humming-
birds of the temperate Andes.

3. Name the popular Japanese car named
after the haggard’s sire.

4. In 1932 when the Jaguar first appeared on
the market, people gulped when
they saw the price tag. What
did the initials SS stand for
in the emblem?

5. Baltimore baseball fans
were thrilled when Pontiac
introduced this namesake of
their fiery-colored mascor in 1967,

6. Like a shot across the sky, Mercury
introduced this astronomical compact in
1960 as successor to the obsolete Ford
Edsel.

7. If you made your escape in this
Bondian car, enemies would be purple
with rage.

8. Famous car designer John Fitch built a
sensationally beautiful prototype sports
car in 1966 in Iraly. Though never
produced, its mythical name was
resurrected by Pontiac for a production
car 15 years later.

9. Name the 1968 Plymouth two-door
coupe with a “beep-beep” horn as
Stﬂﬂdﬂfd ::quipml:nl.

10. Name the California replica manufac-
turer who built quick auromobiles
resembling the Model T and the Sturz
Bearcar in the lare fifties and early
sixties,

11. Whart new family sedan was
produced after Renault joined
forces with the American Mortors
Corporation?

12, With a song of exaltation,

Buick introduced this sports
coupe in 1961.

13. Ford's 1960 entrant into the
compact car race was three feet
shorter than full-sized models.

THAT'S
BIRD

&CAR

ENTERTAINMENT

14. These very American cars, designed
and built by famous American driver Dan
Gurney, were often in the winner’s circle at
both Formula 1 and Indy races.

15. In 1946, famous designer Talmadge
Judd named a small, light, two-seat
roadster after a small light bird bur found
no takers for its manufacture.

16. Named after both a butterfly and a
bird, Mercury introduced in 1975 this

I'L'gEI.] d(]WﬂSiZCd iuxur}' car.

17. By introducing this happy, profitable,
two-door, hardtop coupe in 1959 Stude-
baker catapulted itself to the forefront of
small car development for several years.

18. Now exrinct, the 1956 Studebaker line
of sport coupes and hardrops fearured a
square-shaped grille and flat-backed deck
lid. What family of proud predators was

chosen for the name?

19. In 1949, when Dodge introduced this
boxy model, convenience options included
electric clock, turn signa[\i. radio, heater,
and whire sidewall tires. It sipped more
fuel than its zippy little namesake.

20. Now, for a really hard question, answer
this baby: Name the mascort found on
Hispano-Suiza race cars.

If you think you answered less
than 10 correctly, you probably
did very well in driver’s educarion.
If you think you got 10 to 12
right, you can tell a Mustang from
a Camaro, and wish you didn’t
have to drive the family wagon. If
you think you answered 13 to 15
correctly, you've seen Vanishing
Point at least three times, and think
that “Audubon” sounds like
“autobahn.” If you have the driving
notion that you got 16 or more
correct, heel-and-toe comes as
naturally as raising binoculars,
30,000 miles a year in search of
birds doesn’t seem unreasonable,
and you're probably on a first-
name basis with most of the local
constabulary.

Write or mail your answers on a
piece of paper and mail before
September 16, 1991 to: American
Birds Quiz, 950 Third Avenue,
New York, New York 10022,

The twenty-five (or so) entrants
with the most correct answers will
win goodies. Check the next issue
of American Birds for another quiz,
and the answers to this one.

Until October, may the driving
force of birding be with you...

Try your hand at submitting a twenty-
question bird quiz. If we publish your
submission, youll win a prize!

Answers to last issue’s quiz can be found
on page 186,




Don’t Miss
the Little Things

Quality details in the design and con-
struction of Pentax binoculars translate
into quality viewing of details in the
field. This year new click-stop, positive-
lock adjustments join the famous
Pentax super multicoated optics to
deliver sharp, strain-free viewing
under all conditions.

When choosing your next binocu-
lars or viewing your next bird,
make sure you don't miss the

little things — pick a Pentax.

35 Inverness Drive East,
Englewood, CO 80112

Manufacturers of fine binoculars,
monoculars, cameras, lenses,
and video.
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.S:een through the brilliant eyes of Leica binoculars, an image tsasmaasmémrd 4 . '!
ltself. Birds you've seen a hundred times come alive as never before and rarely viewed (k%' Tl
Species are accurately distinguished. Field marks stand out, j%afheredg&s ;me 2 . T
sharply defined, colors are clean, true and dependable, especially at dawn or dusk. {
Leica binoculars are enticingly perfect to the smallest details. The new generation

Jull size “ULTRA” series is extremely close focused, waterproof and ingeniously
designed.” Leica compacts are powerful and versatile

[ I !I- LEiCca
complements to our larger models, with all the essential
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quality characteristics less the size and weight. Lifetime
warranty and exclusive 3 year “No-Fault” Passport
Protection Plan.

Distinguish the difference Leica binoculars make!

*Popular Science’s Grand Prize winner
“Best of What's New™ in science and technolopy

The freedom to see.

Far information or full color brochures, call (A00) 222 O118: in NI 200 767 7500,



