138 THE MEDIUM-SIZED TERNS
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Fig. 48. Underwing patterns, as seen on adult terns in sum-
mer. The most critical point to notice is the pattern of the
trailing edge of the primaries. Unlike many other field marks,
this trailing edge pattern on the underwing remains consis-
tent for all ages and all seasons and provides an excellent dis-
tinction: Common and Forster’s are similar, but the other
two are quite different.

The amount and pattern of translucence of the wings,
shown here as paler areas, can be a very good field mark when
the birds are overhead against a bright sky. In Arctic Terns
most of the flight feathers are translucent and glow bright
white when backlit, while in Common Terns the area that
admits light is limited to the inner primaries and outer sec-
ondaries. In Roseate Terns the whole trailing edge of the wing
is brightly translucent, while the rest of the area of the flight
feathers admits light in a diffuse way. Although the wings of
Forster's are quite pale, they show little translucence even
when they are brightly backlit.
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THE SCREECH-OWLS 157

WESTERN WHISKERED

Fig. 60. Western and Whiskered screech-owls; southern Ari-
zona forms are shown for both. Compare size of the feet,
darkness of the bill, and pattern of the underparts.

A character sometimes mentioned for separating Western
and Whiskered involves the pattern of the inner web of the
outermost primary, which is crossed by light bars in the
Western but unmarked in the Whiskered. Unfortunately, this
character is practically useless, even in the hand. The light
bars on the Western are variable in their intensity; besides,
many Whiskereds show at least a trace of light barring on
these feathers, sometimes quite a noticeable amount.

Quick Summary
Be sure to refer to the text for further explanations.

EASTERN SCREECH-OWL: Voice, descending whinny and
long, low trill; bill yellow-green; underparts with strong hor-
izontal bars and vertical stripes; back with fine horizontal
and vertical markings; red, brown, and gray morphs all pos-
sible in most areas.
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THE WATERTHRUSHES 241

in color, but the appearance of the rear part of the supercil-
ium can be a clue. In Northemns, this section varies from yel-
low to buff to white, and it tends to taper toward a narrow
point rearward. In Louisianas, not only is this section clear
white, it also tends to broaden toward the rear, which makes
it quite conspicuous.

Throat pattern and color: The throat is spotted in Northerns
and often immaculate in Louisianas. However, many Louis-
ianas show a few spots here; and some even have more throat
spotting than some sparsely marked Northerns. The ground
color of the throat is always bright white in Louisianas, and
varies from yellow to buff to white in Northerns.

Facial contrast: In the Louisiana, the combination of the
broad white end of the supercilium and the bright white
throat creates a first impression of a striking face pattern.
Northerns rarely approach this degree of facial contrast (Fig.
87).

W NORTHERN

Fig. 87. Face patterns of waterthrushes. Upper left, “typical”
Northern Waterthrush, easily identified by its small bill, no-
ticeable throat spotting, and strong yellow or buff cast to the
throat and supercilium. Upper right, a potentially confusing
Northern Waterthrush with a longer bill, reduced throat
spotting, and whitish throat and supercilium. Bottom, a typ-
ical Louisiana Waterthrush; notice the heavy bill and the
broad white rear section of the supercilium. Some individ-
uals have smaller bills and more extensive throat spotting
than the one shown. The flanks should always be checked for
the distinctive patch of cinnamon-buff in this species.
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HUMMINGBIRDS 167
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Fig. 64. Variation within Rufous Hummingbirds. The hordes
of “female-plumaged” hummingbirds seen in late summer
show a great amount of variation within species; much of
this is owing to age and sex differences. Here, for example,
are typical late-summer plumages of Rufous Humminghirds:
adult female, immature male, and immature female. Notice
the striking differences in throat pattern and in shape and
pattern of the tail feathers; shading of the underparts also
differs somewhat.

sex and age (Fig. 64]). Of the three categories considered
here — adult females, immature males, and immature fe-
males — the immature males have the narrowest tail feath-
ers and the greatest amount of rufous in the tail, while im-
mature females have the broadest tail feathers and smallest
amount of rufous. The central tail feathers of immature fe-
males often appear all-green in the field (because the limited
rufous at the base may be hidden by the uppertail coverts).
When hovering, Rufous/Allen’s moves its tail very little and
often holds the tail up almost horizontally; it shares this be-
havior with Broad-tailed and Calliope. A rusty wash on the
sides, flanks, and undertail coverts is variable in darkness
and extent but is usually more obvious and more contrasty
than in Broad-tailed or Calliope. The throat may be lightly
spotted with dusky (immature females), more heavily spot-
ted with bronze and a little red (immature males), or blotched
with red toward the center (adult females). The back and
rump have variable amounts of rufous edging on the feathers.
The call note of Rufous/Allen’s is a musical chip.
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THE ACCIPITERS &1

the typical Cooper’s. The streaks of the juvenile Goshawk are
heavy and sharply defined like those of the typical Cooper's;

they usually extend well down onto the belly and show up as
heavy spots on the flanks and thighs.

Undertail coverts: On all three species the undertail coverts
are basically white. On Sharp-shinneds they are always un-
marked; on Cooper’s they are usually unmarked but some-
times lightly streaked; and on Goshawk juveniles they al-
most always show heavy streaks or spots, at least near the
tips of the feathers.
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Fig. 25. Juvenile accipiters, to compare patterns of the under-
parts. The extreme pattern shown here for Sharp-shinned
(with broad reddish brown streaks and some crossbars on a
buffy white background) is diagnostic, but many Sharp-
shinneds have an intermediate pattern grading toward that
shown for Cooper’s (with more sharply defined streaks on a
whiter background). Notice that the streaking tends to end
higher on the underparts on Cooper’s than on the other two.
Heavy markings on the undertail coverts are diagnostic for
the Goshawk, but many Cooper’s are lightly streaked in this
area. Notice also the shape of the legs and feet: the tarsus
appears very long and thin in Sharp-shinned Hawks (of all
ages), proportionately shorter and thicker in the other two
species.
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