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ß . . from the editor's desk 

obert Cushman Murphy became the first Curator of Oceanic Birds at the American Museum of Natural History in 1926. This was the first such position 
in any museum. In 1973, at the age of 86, the eminent ornithologist, naturalist, 
and conservationist died. On his tombstone is carved the image of an albatross 
in flight. While on the first of his many oceanic research voyages, in October 
1912, the boyish, 25-year old Murphy wrote: 

I now belong to a higher cult of mortals, for 1 have seen the albatross/I have 
been watching the wonderful gliding of the grandest of birds during much of the 
day. At six this morning. . . in the sunlight, flew the long-anticipated bird, 
even more majestic, more supreme in its element, than my imagination had 
pictured... and as it turned and turned, now flashing the bright under side, 
now showing the black featbering that extended J•om wrist to tip on the upper 
surface of the wings, the narrow planes seemed to be neither beating nor scarcely 
quivering. Lying on the invisible currents of the breeze, the bird appeared merely 
to follow its pinkish bill at random. 

This moving description is typical of Murphy; the romantic ocean wanderer 
whose life's course was set from the time of his first trip to Antarctica aboard a 
New Bedford whaling and sealing vessel--under sail. 

In 1936, Oceanic Birds of South America was published in two impressive 
volumes. Cast in elegant prose with stylistic and aesthetic grace, it contains more 
than 1200 pages of text, maps, charts, drawings, photographs, and a magnificent 
series of evocative paintings by Francis Lee Jaques. 

In this issue, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the publication of Oceanic 
Birds as well as the spirit of joyful commitment of its author. We hope you 
savor Naveen's and Pitelka's articles as much as we did. They place the inher- 
itance of Murphy and Rollo H. Beck into perspective. The photo essay by Bahrt 
and the Schreibers emphasizes only one area in which seabird research is being 
conducted today. The articles of Lee, and Watson, Lee, and Backas, and Haney 
point up several of the exciting facets and discoveries in a field that is enjoying 
dramatic expansion. And these simply mark the beginning of an issue that was 
a thoroughgoing pleasure to see through publication. 

The genius of Oceanic Birds of South America lies in its broad erudition and 
readability. Volume One is an extremely balanced discussion of the effects of 
ocean currents, land masses, hurricanes, climate, and meteorology on the biology 
and distribution of seabirds. Murphy here assesses the impact of these variables 
using a broad array of facts and countless scientific insights. He articulates the 
manner in which the areas overlap with one another in their assumptions, themes, 
and concerns and so clarifies the background on which they are ordered. He 
depicts nature's oceanic tableau with scholarship and meticulous detail. Volume 
Two realizes Murphy's conceptual unity, for it focusses on authomtative treat- 
ment of the species accounts. These contain all of the essential information as 
well as each species' natural history, both from the existing literature and from 
the author's personal field experience. He brings the birds to life by weaving 
throughout charming cameos expressive of his own encounters with these species 
while on expedition. 

Murphy took the vital initiative and brought his considerable talents to bear 
on what can only be described as an ambitious intellectual endeavor the mag- 
nitude of which was considerably larger than anyone could have guessed back 
in the mid-1930s. 

Oceanic Birds of South America is now out-of-print; but, it is still eagerly 
sought from book dealers, and, when a set does become available, it is usually 
paid for handsomely and quickly. It is certainly not only for the educated spe- 
cialist. It stands today as a work with great literary merit as well as the timeless 
classic on marine birds, their biology, and the factors controlling their distribution. 
It is a wonderful book written by an obviously wonderful man who had a smiling, 
responsive hammerlock on life. The enviable reputation of Murphy was well- 
earned and his legendary scholarship lives on in more than 500 scientific papers, 
nine published books, and copious popular articles published during the incred- 
ibly energetic years he spent at the American Museum. 

Robert Cushman Murphy began as a landlubber and ended a seadog, leaving 
for us a legacy as rich as the oceans it fathoms. 

Stay tuned!! 

S.R.D. 



NORTH AMERICAN 

LOON FUND 

Great gifts, records, and 
books for loon fanciers. 

Call or send for free catalog 
Main Street AB 

Meredith, N.H. 03253 
Tel. 603-279-6163 

Help us preserve this magnificent 
bird. Dealer inquiries invited. 

GREAT BRITAIN BIRDING 1987 

fifth season of tours led by 
'Steve Gantlett. 
Come and see the birds of Britain 
with one of Europe's leading birders. 

14 and 18 day small ireup tours with 
departures from Hay through August. 

Write to Steve for '•i.:• 
details at: 

28 01d •oman'e Lena 

Clay-next-the-one 
Holt, Herfolk 
NR2• 7TY, En$lend. . 

DUTCH 
BIRDING 

• Quarterly journal for every keen 
birder! 

[] Excellent papers on identification, 
distribution, movements and 
behaviour of Palearctic birds. 

[] Latest news on rare birds in the 

Netherlands and Belgium. 
[] In English or with English summaries. 
[] Well produced with numerous high 

quality photographs. 

For information write to: 

Peter de Knijff, Dutch Birding 
Association, Postbus 473, 2400 AL 
Alphen aan den Rijn, Netherlands. 

MEETINGS 

AAAS ANNUAL MEETING 

The American Association for the 
Advancement of Science will hold its 

annual meeting February 14-19, 1987, 
in Chicago. For further information, 
write to: James Phillips, COS Rep. to 
AAAS, Babson College, Wellesley, MA 
02157 (617-235-1200). 

AOU TO MEET IN 
SAN FRANCISCO 

The 105th Meeting of the American 
Ornithologists' Union will be held Au- 
gust 10-13, 1987, in San Francisco, 
California. Chairing the Committee on 
Arrangements are Luis F. Baptista and 
Robert I. Bowman. 

A VERY EXCITING TOUR TO INDIA AND SRI LANKA 

In March 1987 we will offer our 8th tour to the Indian 

Region, and we think the itinerary is the most: exciting 
ever. Ne will visit areas never before accessible to 

birding tours, including the Rann of Kutch and the 
Andsman Islands. He'Ll tttso visit such well known birding 
areas as Bharatpur, Sinharaja Forest and y ala National 
Park. He'Ll see mountains, tropical jungles, and deserts 
and find almost every bird family in Asia. Some of the 
birds you can expect to see are the rare and endangered 
Siberian Crane, Indian Bustard, Ceylon Junglefowl, and 
hundreds of other species. Nhile our emphasis is on birds, 
we won't neglect the opportunity to visit the Taj Mahal 
and other selected highlights of India's ancient culture. 

Ne also have tours to the South Pacific, New Zealand, 
Australia, New Guinea, the Antarctic, Japan, Arabia, the 
Philippines, Puerto Rico, the Lesser AntiDes and several 
U.S. destinations. Ne're offering discounts to encourage 
early registrations, so i• you're interested, don't delay. 
For additional information, please write to 

Bird Bonanzas, inc. 
POST OFFICE BOX 611563 

NORTH MIAMI. FLORIDA 33161 

WILSON SOCIETY TO MEET 

The Wilson Ornithological Society 
will meet May 27-31, 1987, in Utica, 
New York. 

OWL SYMPOSIUM 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, will host a 
symposium on the Biology and Con- 
servation of Northern Forest Owls of 

the World February 3-7, 1987. Anyone 
interested in participating should con- 
tact: Spencer G. Sealy, Dept. of Zool- 
ogy, Univ. of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba R3T 2N2. For a paper to be 
considered for publication, a brief de- 
scription should be sent in immediately. 
All papers must be submitted no later 
than January 15, 1987. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Members of the Northeastern Bird- 

Banding Association voted to change 
the name of their organization to The 
Association of Field Ornithologists. 
Members felt that the new name re- 

flected the broader scope of their jour- 
nal, The Journal of Field Ornithology. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

NATURE AND WILDLIFE OBSERVA- 

TION. Unlimited photographic opportu- 
mt•es. Excellent accommodations and 

meals in modern lodge on 3,000 private 
acres. Reasonable rates. Write for de- 
tafis: MINI TRACK CAMP; Route Two, 
Box 48; Tillar, Arkansas 71670. 

SHORECREST LODGE--GRAND 

MANAN. A charming country inn run by 
and for naturalists on an island blessed 

w•th an abundance of birds, whales and 
wfidflowers. Contact: SHORECREST, 
North Head, New Brunswick, EOG 2MO, 
Canada; (506) 662-3216. 

BIRD FEEDERS 

BACKYARD BIRDWATCHING SUP- 

PLIES. Feeders, houses, books, spe- 
cialty feeds and accessories. Please 
write for free catalogue to THE BARN 
OWL, Dept. AB, 2509 Lakeshore Dr., 
Fennville, MI 49408. 

AMERICA'S FINEST SQUIRREL/ 
STARLING-PROOF DIALABIRD FEED- 

ERS, HOMES. Free Catalog. KOPECKY, 
1220-S Ridge Road, Hypoluxo, FL 
33462. 

BOOKS 

BOOKS on Birds and Natural History 
subjects, new and out-of-print. Catalog 
$1.50. PETERSEN BOOK CO., Box 966, 
Davenport, IA 52805. 

BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our 
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS, PO 
Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069. 

NATURE BOOKS DISCOUNTED! For 

pnce list send SASE. DOUG KIBBE, Box 
34, Maryland, NY 12116. 

NATURAL HISTORY: including hun- 
dreds of scarce and out-of-print bird 
books, journals and pamphlets. Send 
$2.00 for Spring catalog and addition to 
mailing list. HWK BOOKS, 540 W. 114th 
St, New York, NY 10025. 

PEACOCK BOOKS, Box 2024, Littleton, 
MA 01460 sells out-of-print bird books, 
both popular and technical. Send $2.00 
for your first catalogue. 

Market Place 

Market Place Rates: $1.00/word for one 
insertion; 75C/word for 2-3 insertions; 
50C/word for 4 or more insertions. Send 
payment with copy. Copy deadlines: 
Winter issue: November 1; Spring issue: 
February 10; Summer issue: May 12; Fall 
issue: August 12; Christmas Bird Count 
issue: September 1. Send to: AMERI- 
CAN BIRDS, Market Place, 950 Third 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. 

PLEASE NOTE 

There will be a 15% ad rate increase as 

of January 1, 1987. This is the first in- 
crease in three years. Ads placed be- 
tween now and January 1st for next year 
will be honored at the current rate. 

BOOKS 

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS--The 

Old, and Rare, and New. Large selection 
(many 10% discount). Also Foreign field 
guides. $2.00 for quarterly catalogue. 
PATRICIA LEDLIE-- BOOKSELLER, 
Box 46A, Buckfield, ME 04220 (207) 
336-2969. 

"A CHECKLIST OF THE BIRDS of Cen- 

tral and Northern Quintana Roo, Mexico" 
(including Cozumel Island and Coba). 
Shows frequency and relative abun- 
dance for 368 species. $3.00 ea. or 
$2.50 for 10 or more. Write BARBARA 
MacKINNON DE MONTES, Apdo Postal 
#8, Cancun, QR, Mexico. 

BIRDING ON THE NAVAJO AND HOPI 

RESERVATIONS, locations, graphs, 
checklist, 132 pages. $7.95 plus $.75 
shipping. JACOBS PUBLISHING, Dept. 
NS, Sycamore, MO 65758. 

HOMES 

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE -- Yours to en- 

joy on 22-acre lakefront peninsula. Wa- 
terfowl, beaver, fox, deer and more. 
Wooded, with wildflower meadows, 
country home, barn, workshop. 3000-ft. 
frontage on thousand-acre lake, near St. 
Louis. Some owner financing. 618-664- 
4771. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OWLS. Bumper sticker $1.00. 1987 
Calendar $11.00. Windsock $28.00 
Collectors newsletter sample $250 
subscription $12.50. OWL'S NEST, 
Dept. AB, Box 5491, Fresno, CA 93755 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, BUSHNELL, STEI- 
NER, SWIFT, NIKON, OPTOLYTH, CE- 
LESTRON optics and accessories. Wnte 
for discount list. Specify literature de- 
sired. Large stock. Orders filled day re- 
ceived. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5-E, 
Amsterdam, NY 12010. 

B & L, QUESTAR, MEADE, LEITZ, 
SWAROVSKI, ZEISS, etc. We field test 
all optics available to us. Results are 
yours for a call. Trade-ins, low prices, 
full service. Ask for a consultant. ROB- 
ERT MANNS & ASSOCIATES, 877 
Glenbrook Dr., Atlanta, GA 30318 (404) 
352-3679. 

BINOCULARS: SWAROVSKI, ZEISS, B 
& L, BUSHNELL, Nikon, Fujinon. Free 
Optics catalog. MACK OPTICAL & MA- 
CHINE TOOL, Box 541-B, Scranton, PA 
18501. (717) 961-2542. 

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE 
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Ahgn- 
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colh- 
mator. Free catalogue and our article 
"Know Your Binoculars," published •n 
Audubon Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTICAL 
CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West 
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610 

STAMPS 

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post- 
age stamps from many countries. 60 d•ff 
$1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE FORD, 
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL 33737 

Released and available "J. J. AUDU- 
BON" LOOSELEAF PAGES AND 
STAMPS for Acuario Bird Album. AC- 
UARIO. Box 450056. Miami, Florida 
33245-0056. 
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TOURS TOURS TOURS 

FLY SEAPLANE TO DRY TORTUGAS- 

Fly 70 miles into the Gulf of Mexico to 
majestic Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tor- 
tugas -- the most inaccessible National 
Monument and largest masonry Fortress 
in the western hemisphere. A phenom- 
enal display of bird life is available during 
season, with as many as 150 var'•ties 
spotted annually. These include Tropic- 
birds, Boobies, Frigatebirds, and the 
Sooty and Noddy terns nesting by the 
thousands on adjacent Bush Key. 1/2- 
day/full-day camping; Write or call: Key 
West Seaplane Service, Inc., 5603 Jr. 
College Road, Key West, FL 33040. 
(305) 294-6978. 

BIRD TOURS AROUND BRITAIN- 

England, Scotland, Wales. Expert guid- 
ance, superb birdwatching and quality 
accommodation. Also available for tours 

to suit your individual requirements in 
France and Spain. Please enquire to: 
RICHARD CROSSLEY, Abbots Hood, 
Halberton, Tiverton, Devon, England. 
(0884) 820728. 

SPRING SPECTACULAR--Witness 

America's greatest birding events, spring 
migration at Point Pelee or Dauphin Is- 
land. For information on these and other 
tours write: PARULA TOURS, 1711 W. 
Oglethorpe Ave., Albany, GA 31707. 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO -- ASA 
WRIGHT NATURE CENTRE & LODGE 
Bearded Bellbirds, Scarlet Ibis, Oilbirds 
and hundreds more! The classic tropical 
birding experience. 7 to 13 day tours with 
expert guides, from $495. Individual and 
group rates also available. Special 
Christmas Bird Count Tour and Summer 

Seminar programs also offered, exclu- 
sively by CAMGO VENTURES, INC. 387 
Main Street, Armonk, NY 10504 Toll Free 
800-426-7781, in New York 800-327- 
2753 or (914) 273-6333. 

ALASKA WILD WINGS. Experience the 
west coasrs best spring migration bird- 
ing spot. 20 million waterfowl and shore- 
birds. Photograph 1000's of shorebirds 
and waterfowl, seabird and gull colonies, 
puffins, eagles, harbor seals and sea ot- 
ters. Feast on Alaska seafood at our 

coastal wilderness lodge. College credit 
available. $750-$1500/week/person 
starting late April. Belle and Pete Mick- 
elson, Goose Cove Lodge, Box 325B, 
Cordova, Alaska 99574. 

AUSTRALIA. Start your birding at Cas- 
sowary House, in the rain forest, near 
Cairns. Good accommodation and guid- 
ing. Direct Qantas flights. JOHN 
SQUIRE, Cassowary Tours, Box 252, 
Kuranda 4872, Australia. Tel. 6170- 
937318. 

WILDLIFE EXPEDITIONS -- Wildlife 

experiences you'll talk about for a life- 
time. Study the ecology of big game, ea- 
gles, falcons, songbirds, threatened and 
endangered species. All up close, where 
the prairies meet the Rocky Mountains. 
Learn while conducting important re- 
search contributing to our wildlife knowl- 
edge. Every expedition makes discov- 
eries and participants share the credit. 
Very small groups guided by a profes- 
sional Wildlife Biologist. GREAT PLAINS 
WILDLIFE RESEARCH, Box 297, Cas- 
per, WY 82602-0297, (307) 265-3731. 

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA. 850 species 
including: Quetzal, Black Guan, Fiery- 
billed Aracari, Scarlet Macaw, Coppery- 
headed Emerald, Yellow-billed Cotinga, 
Wrenthrush, Volcano Junco. Profes- 
sional birder guides. For tour information: 
T. J. Lewis, COSTA RICA EXPEDI- 
TIONS, P.O. Box 6941, San Jose, Costa 
Rica, Central America. Ph: 22-0333, 
Telex: 2917 CREAR. 

PUFFINS, RAZORBILLS, WARBLERS 
... Grand Manan Island, July '87. For 
information on this and other tours write: 

PARULA TOURS, 1711 W. Oglethorpe 
Ave., Albany, GA 31707. 

"The book is great .... Bird watching in New York 
State should reach a new high... This is the most 
detailed and sophisticated state directory yet pro- 
duced."Roger Tory Peterson 

WHERE TO FIND BIRDS 
IN NEW YORK STATE 

Tt• Top 500 5•:tes 

WHERE TO FIND BIRDS 

IN NEW YORK STATE: 

The Top 500 Sites 

Susan Roney Drennan 
Foreword by Roger Tory Peterson 

This is the first comprehensive birding site guide for all of New 
York, with information on and directions to more than 500 top 
birding sites. Each site has a seasonal rating, physiographic de- 
scription, and list of species likely to be found there. Other 
sections include sites and habitats for hawks, rare, pelagic, resi- 
dent, and migratory birds. Includes 106 detailed maps prepared 
especially for this book. Whether for use in the field or at home, 
Where to Find Bird3 in New York State will be invaluable for both 
the serious and amateur birder. 

672 pages, 106 maps, bibliography, index Cloth $38.00 
Paper $18.95 

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Dept. BA 1011 East Water Street 

Syracuse, NY 13210 
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CANADA GOOSE IN FLIGHT 
special introductory edition 

THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY ART FOR CONSERVATION SERIES 

art created to protect the natural world it reflects 

Bronze Canada Goose 

16" long, 10•12" high, 34" wing span; approximate weight, 22 lbs. 

Edition Price $2850 

From a Collector's Edition 
of 40 bronzes. 

Cast using the "lost wax" process. 

Final chasing and application 
of patina by the artist. 

Available by commission 
reservation only. 

Each casting is signed and 
numbered by the artist, bearing 
the mark of the National Audubon 

Society and the foundry. 

Accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity. 

beautiful, realistic portrayal of America's all-time favorite waterfowl" 

-- Editor, AUDUBON magazine 
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