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America and the West Indies. We solicit articles on problems in field 
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concerned with ornithology. 

AUTHORS--AMERICAN BIRDS publishes papers of a technical 
nature, but only when written in an easily readable style, without com- 
plicated equations, long tables, or complex graphs. Lengthy papers 
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paper, with generous margins. Submissions should include suggestions 
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We require the original typescript, display items of publishable quality, 
and at least two copies of everything submitted. All manuscripts will be 
acknowledged and evaluated promptly, but authors are advised that a 
backlog exists, and that this may entail a delay in publication after 
acceptance. Manuscripts will be refereed before being accepted. Sub- 
missions judged to be unsuitable for publication in AMERICAN BIRDS 
will be returned. We also welcome letters to the editor of moderate 
length. 
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transparencies of paintings in color, as well as line or wash drawings that 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

EASTERN L.I., NY, FLYWAY-- Bed & 
Breakfast, barrier beach home fronting 
bay marshland & ocean, private bath, 
telescope, $75-100 per day. (516) 727- 
7345. 

ART 

BEAUTIFUL DRAWINGS of North 
American birds on note cards. All differ- 
ent Free duck print with order. 
$3 00/package plus .75 p&h. SUSAN 
PUGSLEY, 1224-A Timber Hills, Mt. 
Shasta, CA 96067. 

ORIGINAL AUDUBON ELEPHANT- 
FOLIO PRINTS: Black-bellied, Golden 
Plover. Info: Shaughnessy, 1025 Scott, 
M•dland, MI 48640. 

BIRD FEEDERS 

BACKYARD BIRDWATCHING SUP- 
PLIES. Feeders, houses, books, spe- 
cialty feeds and accessories. Please 
write for free catalogue to THE BARN 
OWL, Dept. AB, 2509 Lakeshore Dr., 
Fennville, MI 49408. 

AMERICA'S FINEST SQUIRREL/ 
STARLING-PROOF DIALABIRD FEED- 
ERS, HOMES. Free Catalog. KO- 
PECKY, 1220-S Ridge Road, Hypo- 
luxo, FL 33462. 

BOOKS 

BIRDS FOR REAL is a 100 page review 
of the revised edition, Robbins et aL 
BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA field 

guide. It will inform and may surprise 
you $7. postpaid from Rich Stallcup, 
Box 36, Inverness, California 94937. 

NEW! Authoritative guide to winter bird 
feeding. First in series by former director 
NJ Audubon. Send $2.65. THE WOOD 
ESTATE, Dept. AB-W, Box 588, Linden, 
NJ 07036. 

BOOKS on Birds and Natural History 
subjects, new and out-of-print. Catalog 
$1 50. PETERSEN BOOK CO., Box 
966, Davenport, IA 52805. 

BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our 
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS, 
PO Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069. 

Market Place 

Market Place Rates: $1.00/word for one 
insertion; 75C/word for 2-3 insertions; 
50C/word for 4 or more insertions. Send 
payment with copy. Copy deadlines: 
Winter 1985 -- Dec. 10; Spring 1986 -- 
February 20; Summer -- May 20; Au- 
tumn -- Sept. 1; Christmas Bird Count 
-- Sept. 15; Winter -- November 15. 
Send to: AMERICAN BIRDS, Market 
Place, 950 Third Ave., New York, NY 
10022. 

BOOKS 

NATURE BOOKS DISCOUNTED! For 

price list send SASE. DOUG KIBBE, 
Box 34, Maryland, NY 12116. 

NATURAL HISTORY: including hun- 
dreds of scarce and out-of-print bird 
books, journals and pamphlets. Send 
$2.00 for Spring catalog and addition to 
mailing list. HWK BOOKS, 540 W. 114th 
St., New York, NY 10025. 

PEACOCK BOOKS, Box 2024, Little- 
ton, MA 01460 sells out-of-print bird 
books, both popular and technical. 
Send $2.00 for your first catalogue. 

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS -- The 
Old, and Rare, and New. Large selec- 
tion (many 10% discount). Also Foreign 
field guides. $2.00 for quarterly cata- 
logue. PATRICIA LEDLIE -- BOOK- 
SELLER, Box 46A, Buckfield, ME 
04220 (207) 336-2969. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OWL LOVERS: 1986 Photo Calendar, 
NIGHTWATCHER, $10.00 ppd. "1 !• 
Owls" BUMPER STICKER $1.00 ppd. 
Bimonthly newsletter for collectors, 
Subscription $12.50, Sample $2.50. 
OWL'S NEST, Box 5491 (AB), Fresno, 
CA 93755. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

BINOCULARS: SWAROVSKI, ZEISS, 
B & L, BUSHNELL, Nikon, Fujinon. Free 
Optics catalog. MACK OPTICAL & MA- 
CHINE TOOL, Box 541-B, Scranton, PA 
18501. (717) 961-2542. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE 

Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align- 
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colh- 
mator. Free catalogue and our article 
"Know Your Binoculars," published •n 
Audubon Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTI- 
CAL CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West 
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610 

B & L, QUESTAR, MEADE, LEITZ, 
SWAROVSKI, ZEISS, etc. We field test 
all optics available to us. Results are 
yours for a call. Trade-ins, low prices, 
full. service. Ask for a consultant. ROB- 
ERT MANNS & ASSOCIATES, 877 
Glenbrook Dr., Atlanta, GA 30318 (404) 
352-3679. 

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, BUSHNELL, 
SWIFT, NIKON, OPTOLY'rH, CELES- 
TRON, STEINER optics and accesso- 
ries. Send stamp for discount list. Spe- 
cify literature desired. Large stock 
Orders filled day received. Postpaid 
BIRDING, Box 5-E, Amsterdam, NY 
12010. 

RESORTS 

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA'S TALA- 

MANCA RAINFOREST (300 m) AND 
HIGHLANDS (2500 m) with all the com- 
forts of private homes. Each location •n- 
cludes vast stretches of virgin forest 
Weekly rates: $450 double. Rainforest 
Michael Snow, Apartado 73, Siquirres, 
Costa Rica; Highlands: Steve Fried- 
man, Apartado 655, Cartago, Costa 
Rica. 

SOFTWARE 

XMAS BIRD COUNT COMPUTER 
PROGRAM. Various PC versions. Data 
files, graphs, statistics. Published •n 
A.B. Vol. 38, No. 4. Write DATABIRD, 
252 Baldwin Rd., Carlisle, MA 01741 

STAMPS 

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post- 
age stamps from many countries. 60 d•ff 
$1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE FORD, 
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL 33737 
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TAPES 

CALLS OF THE COMMON LOON. A 

new cassette tape featuring recordings 
and explanations of all the calls of these 
remarkable birds. Side 2 is an unnarrat- 

ed "concert" of calls echoing from north- 
ern lakes. $6.00, Miller's Woods, Box 
393, Steger, IL 60475-0393. 

TOURS 

AUSTRALIA. Start your birding at Cas- 
sowary House, in the rain forest, near 
Cairns. Good accommodation and guid- 
ing. Direct Qantas flights. JOHN 
SQUIRE, Cassowary Tours, Box 252, 
Kuranda 4872, Australia. Tel. 070- 
937318. 

TROPICAL BIRDING EXPEDITIONS 

-- Belize, Tikal, Rainforests, jungles, 
mangroves, coral islands. Netting, 
banding with professional ornithologist. 
Over 250 species expected! Low costs! 
For species lists, dates: International 
Zoological Expeditions, Sherborn, MA 
01770. (617) 655-1461. 

Market Place 

TOURS 

FLY SEAPLANE TO DRY TORTUGAS- 

Fly 70 miles into the Gulf of Mexico to 
majestic Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortu- 
gas- the most inaccessible National 
Monument and largest masonry For- 
tress in the western hemisphere. A phe- 
nomenal display of bird life is available 
during season, with as many as 150 va- 
rieties spotted annually. These include 
Tropic birds, Boobies, Frigate birds, and 
the Sooty and Noddy Terns nesting by 
the thousands on adjacent Bush Key. 
1/2-day/full-day camping; Write or call: 
Key West Seaplane Service, Inc., 5603 
Jr. College Road, Key West, FL 33040. 
(305) 294-6978. 

NATURALIST'S DELIGHT! Experience 
the birds of Baja California, Mexico's 
islands, deserts, shores, lagoons! 
Personalized Wilderness Travel since 

1966. Baja's Frontier Tours, 3683-J2 
Cactusview Drive, San Diego, Califor- 
nia 92105. 

TOURS 

ALASKA WILD WINGS. Experience the 
west coast's best spring migration b•rd- 
ing spot. 20 million waterfowl and shore- 
birds. Photograph 1000's of shoreb•rds 
and waterfowl, seabird and gull colo- 
nies, puffins, eagles, harbor seals and 
sea otters. Feast on Alaska seafood at 
our coastal wilderness lodge. College 
credit available. $750-$1500/week/per- 
son starting late April. Belle and Pete 
Mickelson, Goose Cove Lodge, Box 
325B, Cordova, Alaska 99574. 

WORKSHOPS 

..•oSUmmer '86 
MAINE 
rkshops ' Bird Song Recording 

1 ß Advanced Field Identification 
1 ß Bird & Nature Photography 
/o Seabirds 
l' Shorebirds 

For details, contact 
Institute for Field Ornithology 
University of Maine at Machias 

9 O'Brien Ave, M• 
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American Birds 
is Serious 

Birding Equipment 
Published five times a year by the ß 

National Audubon Society, American 
B•rds isn't meant for your coffee table. 
Sure, it has beautiful photos and il- 
lustrations, but more important, it has 
information. Information that can ira- ß 
prove your technical knowledge of 
b•rds and birding, and make you better 
prepared on your outings. 

Here's only a sample of what you can 
expect: 

ß Articles on the subjects that in- 
terest you: identification problems 
ß . distribution and range changes ß 

ß behavior... feeding, nesting and 
population ecology ... research 
techniques ... reports of rare bird 
sightings, and more. 

Quarterly reports on bird dis- 
tribution in 26 reporting regions in 
the U.S., Hawaii, Canada, the West 
Indies and the Mexican border area. 

Christmas Bird Count, including 
data from 1500 individual bird counts 

conducted over the preceding 
Christmas season. 

ß Site Guides-good birding spots 
throughout North America. 

Centers of Learning-listings of 
universities and field stations offer- 

ing advanced training or participation 
in professionally supervised re- 
search projects. 

... plus "The Blue List"-a region-by- 
region focus on locally endangered or 
threatened species; "The Market 
Place"-classified ads for birders, usu- 
ally from birders; and overviews of 
birding tours. 

But the best part is the price. You 
get all this for only $25, as part of your 
one-year subscription to American 
Birds. When your first issue arrives 
several weeks from now, you'll find 
thatAmerican Birds is as basic to bird- 
ing as a field guide, a notepad or a pair 
of binoculars. It's serious birding gear. 

American Birds 

950 Third Avenue New York, NY 10022 
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, ase enter my subscription -' 
; to American Birds as follows: ase send gift subscriptions to: 
[ [ 
[ m 

[ [ 

, : 

[ 

' Your ' [ [ 
[ [ 

I name for gift card: 
m Make checks payable to: m m 

' American Birds ' : 
m 950 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10022 m 
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ß.. from the editor's desk 

his is the final issue of Volume 39 of AMERICAN BIRDS. We hope that you enjoy it and remember to renew your 
subscription promptly and to promote us to your friends. The 
more subscribers the better for all of us. 

With this issue we'd like to introduce our new Christmas Bird 

Count Editor, Tony Leukering. He has been on staff now for 
nearly one month and is busily tending to the myriad details 
required before actually getting the counts typeset, proofread, 
and ultimately published. He is a person deeply committed to the 
concept of Christmas Bird Counts, and appreciates the mother- 
lode of data they embody. On a perfectly practical level, he 
brings upwards of 10 + years ofhardcore field birding to the job, 
and has been on approximately 25 different Christmas Bird 
Counts in those years. Tony's enthusiasm and energies were 
never more in evidence than this year, when he participated in 
six different CBCs in the Midwest and on the East Coast, thereby 
rapidly expanding his on-the-job training. In addition to his 
birding skills, he brings a strong background in computers, as 
well as in English and writing, most of which he gained while a 
student at Michigan State University in East Lansing, Michigan. 
He looks forward to working with CBC participants, compilers, 
CBC regional editors, and of course, the rest of the staff at 
AMERICAN BIRDS, to bring you, the reader, a continually 
better Christmas Bird Count issue that is on time. Our projected 
date of publication for the 1985-1986 CBC is the last week in 
October, 1986. Toward this end we will all be working to help 

him reach this goal. Welcome to the staff, Tony. 
In Volume 40, AMERICAN BIRDS looks forward to bring- 

ing you many more stimulating articles in the areas of identifica- 
tion, distribution, migration, rare occurrence, ecology, and the 
behavior of birds in the Americas. 

We will, of course, be publishing the Changing Seasons and 
Regional Reports as ever, and beginning with Volume 40, we 
will be adopting a system of archiving photographs of distribu- 
tional records with scientific merit; those establishing new and 
significant facts about distributional limits or providing essential 
documentation for the occurrence of rarities. These photographs 
will be deposited in the VIREO collection at the Philadelphia 
Academy of Natural Sciences. Each accession into the reposi- 
tory will carry a VIREO accession number in the caption accom- 
panying the photo when published in the regional report, thereby 
making access to those data relatively easy. This participation 
will be AMERICAN BIRDS' effort in the joint project to estab- 
lish a centralized repository of photographs of distributional 
records for the New World. 

The staff of AMERICAN BIRDS thanks the many readers 
who sent holiday greetings and best wishes for a successful new 
year. In turn, we here wish to each of you a very fulfilling New 
Year along with the promise to bring you a more exciting and 
readable volume than ever in 1986, and on time! 

Stay tuned! 
S.R.D. 

THE 1ST ANNUAL AMERICAN BIRDS BIRDATHON CHALLENGE 

Yes, I'd like to sponsor the American Birds team! 
Please accept my pledge of $__ for each species. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP. 

Send no money, invoices will be sent out immediately 
following the Birdathon, along with an account of the 
trip. 

Yes, I'd like to sponsor the American Birds team! 
Please accept my pledge of $__ for each species. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP. 

Send no money, invoices will be sent out immediately 
following the Birdathon, along with an account of the 
trip. 

....................................................... J I.. ..................................................... J 

Send coupon with your pledge to: 

AMERICAN BIRDS BIRDATHON 
950 Third Avenue 

New York, New York 10022 
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SPONSORS 
For the First Annual 

AMERICAN BIRDS CHALLENGE 
In the Audubon Leadership Birdathon 

The American Birds birding team includes (from 
left to right), Sandy Sprunt, Vice President and Di- 
rector of the National Audubon Society's Science 
and Sanctuaries Division and member of the Editori- 

al Advisory Board of American Birds; Joseph Siph- 
ron, member of the Board of Directors of the Nation- 
al Audubon Society and an avid birder who has 
traveled throughout several continents looking for 
birds; Susan Drennan and Kenn Kaufman, Editor and 
Regional Reports Editor, respectively, of American 
Birds. Each of them devotes quite a bit of time to 
pursuing birds. 

On April 29, 1986, these four birders will be cover- 
ing all of the hot-spots in southern Florida in hopes 
of running up a big species list for their one-day 
birdathon. With diligent work, a carefully planned 
strategy, and a large helping of luck they should 
work up a team list of anywhere from 135 to 150 
species. They will be covering south Florida, south 
of the Tamiami Trail, including Everglades National 

Park, Florida Bay, and the upper Keys. Part of the 
Birdathon will be covered by boat. 

The American Birds team is looking for sponsors, 
each of whom will be willing to pledge a certain 
amount of money for each species the team sees or 
hears. Then it is the team's responsibility to find as 
many as possible on April 29. 

The purpose of this Birdathon is to raise funds to 
defray some of the costs of producing American 
Birds. Right now the magazine is operating at a size- 
able deficit and every penny earned in the Birdathon 
will be of direct benefit. 

If you feel that you can sponsor the team, please 
complete one of the coupons on the facing page and 
submit it to American Birds as soon as possible. 
Each person who makes a pledge will receive a run- 
ning account of the trip, together with the species 
total that will determine the amount of his contribu- 

tion. Every contribution is tax deductible. 

We need your help!! Please support this Birdathon with your generous pledge. 
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