
ports for years, which implied to me that 
the country probably lacked the infra- 
structure necessary to capture, transport, 
care for and export herons by the hun- 
dreds. India, which exported about 14.8 
million birds between 1970 and 1980, be- 

fore its traffic was largely halted, export- 
ed few herons and no reef-herons during 
that period (Inskipp, T. 1983. The Indian 
Bird Trade. WTMU Traffic Bull. 5:26- 
46). 

In short, while reef-herons may have 
been imported into Central Europe, the 
account published in American Birds 
37:1032 and cited by Roberson appears 
to fall within the class of unverified re- 

ports, not authenticated records. 

Sincerely, 
P. William Smith 

Manomet Bird Observatory 
P.O. Box 936 

Manomet, MA 02345 

I ANNOUNCEMENTS I 
NORTHEASTERN BIRD- 

BANDING ASSOCIATION 
RESEARCH GRANT 

The E. Alexander Bergstrom Memori- 
al Research Fund of the Northeastern 

Bird-Banding Association, Inc., pro- 
motes research on birds. Small grants, 
usually not exceeding $200, are available 
to cover expenses (but not salaries or 
overhead charges to institutions). Details 
and application forms may be obtained 
from Dr. Valerie M. Freer, Chairman, 
NEBBA Research Committee, Science 
Department. Sullivan County Communi- 
ty College, Loch Sheldrake, New York 
12759. Deadline for applications is Feb- 
mary 15, 1986. 

SIGURD T. OLSON COMMON 
LOON RESEARCH AWARD 

Wisconsin Project Loon Watch is ac- 
cepting applications for its first annual 
award for research on Common Loons in 

the Lake Superior-Lake Michigan region 
of the United States and Canada. To ap- 
ply for the $1000 award, a brief descrip- 
tion (maximum 10 pp.) of the proposed 
research program and curriculum vitae 
should be submitted by the principal in- 
vestigator to Dr. Paul I.V. Strong, Direc- 
tor, Wisconsin Project Loon Watch, Sig- 
urd Olson Environmental Institute, 
Northland College, Ashland, Wisconsin 
54806, no later than March 1, 1986. Pro- 
posals by students should be accompa- 
nied by two letters of recommendation. 
The award will be granted on the basis of 
the project's potential to better under- 
stand and manage Upper Great Lakes 
populations of Common Loons. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN ... 

A binocular makes a bright 
day brighter? 

Beware I. 

It may also make the 
grey day amberl. 

That's aberrant and can 

make a Grasshopper 
sparrow into a Baird'sl. 

ROBERT MANNS 
& ASSOCIATES 

877 GLENBROOK DRIVE 
ATLANTA. GA 30318 

(404) 352-3679 

Your call is deducted from 
your purchase 

SCOPES, TELL. LENSES, 
ACC ESSO R I ES 

MECO EXOTIC BIRDS G^IDRE! 

Palenque = Yucatan - Cozumel 
22 Nov.- 1 Dec. 1986 

0axaca - Chiapas 
7-21 Mar. 1986 

Mexico City area and Central Mexico 
1 or 2 day trips every weekend of the year 

Our tours are lead by Mexico's most experien- 
ced birders: H6ctor Ceballos, Steve Howell, 
Allan Philips, Richard Wilson 

San Bias - MazatP&n (Western M&xico) 
11-19 Jan. 1986; 25 Oct.- 2 Nov. 1986 

(with extension to aaia California Sur) 
19-23 Jan. 1986; 2-6 Nov. 1986 

Other tours can be organized to suit your life-list needs for groups of 5 or more! 
ECOTOURS Apdo. 84-004 10580 M6xico, D.F. (905) 568-8354 & 676-8734 

FIELD CHECKLISTS 

FOR MOST AREAS 

OF THE WORLO . . . 

We also stock foreign and domestic field guides 
and natural history publications of general interest. 

Write For Free Catalog 
We also act as booking agent for a few 
choice birding areas. Write for information 

RUSS'S 

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS, INC. HA 
POST OFFICE BOX 1089 

LAKE HELEN. FLORIDA 32744-1089 U S A. 

PHONE 904-228-3356 
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