=t ' - T - Rl s
{1 - b #opl T
5 a3
o
g
;
oG
. L e ¥ ”
. ; 2
- - ]
o
b .

Blrd

I:$5



Fall 1985, Vol. 39, No. 3

American Birds

A seasonal journal devoted to the birds of the Americas

Published by the National Audubon Society

Les Line

Senior Vice President, Publications

EDITORS

Susan Roney Drennan
Editor

Manuela Soares
Associate Editor

Kenn Kaufman

Editor, Regional Reports
Chandler S. Robbins
Technical Editor

J. P. Myers

Editor, Special Projects
Aldeen and Willet

T. Van Velzen

Editors, Breeding

Bird Censuses

Calvin L. Cink
Co-Editor,

Winter Bird-Population Studies
Roger L. Boyd
Co-Editor,

Winter Bird-Population Studies
Fredrick Baumgarten
Editorial Assistant;
Advertising; Subscriptions
Lisa Meyer

Assistant Editor

Nancy Johnson-Monroe
Business Manager

EDITORIAL ADVISORS

John W, Aldrich
Carl E. Bock

Mary H. Clench
Thomas R. Howell
Frances C. James
Robert J. Newman
Kenneth C. Parkes
Roger Tory Peterson
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr.
Alexander Sprunt, IV
Dale A. Zimmerman

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS

AMERICAN BIRDS welcomes the submission of articles and photo-
graphs for publication. Our major areas of interest are the changing
distribution, population, migration, rare occurrence, ecology, and be-
havior of the birds of North and South America, including Middle
America and the West Indies. We solicit articles on problems in field
identification, and contributions to our Site Guide series on birding
locales, and to our Centers of Learning series that profiles institutions
concerned with ornithology.

AUTHORS—AMERICAN BIRDS publishes papers of a technical
nature, but only when written in an easily readable style, without com-
plicated equations, long tables, or complex graphs. Lengthy papers
should be accompanied by an abstract of about 50 words. All submis-
sions will be carefully considered, but authors planning major submis-
sions should correspond with the editors first. Major articles should not
exceed 3000 words and six display items, but exceptions may be agreed
upon after consultation. All material submitted should be original and
not published previously. Manuscripts should follow accepted rules of
format and style, be typewritten, double-spaced, on one side of white
paper, with generous margins. Submissions should include suggestions
for subheads and full captions for all figures, tables, and photographs.
We require the original typescript, display items of publishable quality,
and at least two copies of everything submitted. All manuscripts will be
acknowledged and evaluated promptly, but authors are advised that a
backlog exists, and that this may entail a delay in publication after
acceptance. Manuscripts will be refereed before being accepted. Sub-
missions judged to be unsuitable for publication in AMERICAN BIRDS
will be returned. We also welcome letters to the editor of moderate
length.

For a Work in Progress section, we welcome notices of research
projects seeking field reports or other collaboration and requests for
assistance; we publish advance notices of important conventions, meet-
ings, symposia, seminars, and conferences.

ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS—AMERICAN BIRDS is now
able to publish more pages of illustrative material, both in color and in
black-and-white. We welcome submission of photographic essays or
series of topical interest, high-quality photographs of significance,
transparencies of paintings in color, as well as line or wash drawings that
can be used in an illustrative or decorative manner. Photographs should
be glossy black-and-white prints or transparencies, clearly marked with
the photographer’s name and address. We would like to hear from (with
a sample or two) artists who might be willing to illustrate articles for us.
As usual, documentary photographs will be used, space permitting, in
our Changing Seasons and Regional Reports sections.

AMERICAN BIRDS is published five times a year. Editorial and business offices are located at 950 Third Avenue, New York,
N.Y. 10022. Subscriptions, all in U.S.$: One year U.S.A. $25, Canada and Foreign $30, Libraries and Institutions, $32. Single
copies: Christmas Bird Count $15.00. Fall Migration (Spring issue), Winter Season (Summer issue), Spring Migration (Fall
issue), Summer Season (Winter issue) all $4.50 U.S.A. Checks and money orders in U.S. $ only should be made payable to
AMERICAN BIRDS. Second class postage paid at New York, N.Y. and additional Post Offices. Copyright © 1985 by the
National Audubon Society, Inc.

Postmaster: send address changes to AMERICAN BIRDS, 950 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. ISSN 004-7686.

The Table of Contents for this issue will be found on the back cover.



ACCOMMODATIONS

EASTERN L.I., NY, FLYWAY — Bed &
Breakfast, barrier beach home fronting
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telescope, $75-100 per day. (516) 727-
7345,

ANTIQUES
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medical, dental, brass microscopes,
nautical. Three illustrated catalogs
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50¢/word for 4 or more insertions. Send
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Sept. 1. Send to: AMERICAN BIRDS,
Market Place, 950 Third Ave., New
York, NY 10022. )

ART

BEAUTIFUL DRAWINGS of North
American birds on note cards. All differ-
ent. Free duck print with order.
$3.00/package pius .75 p&h. SUSAN
PUGSLEY, 1224-A Timber Hills, Mt.
Shasta, CA 96067.

BIRD FEEDERS

BACKYARD BIRDWATCHING SUP-
PLIES. Feeders, houses, books, spe-
cialty feeds and accessories. Please
write for free catalogue to THE BARN
OWL, Dept. AB, 2509 Lakeshore Dr.,
Fennville, M| 49408.

BOOKS

BOOKS on Birds and Natural History
subjects, new and out-of-print. Catalog
$1.50. PETERSEN BOOK CO., Box
966, Davenport, IA 52805.

BIRD BOOKS. Out-of-print (many vol-
umes-of Bent’s, “Life Histories of North
American Birds”) and rare. Free search
service. New, including latest foreign
field guides (many with 10% discount).
Catalogues, $2.00. PATRICIA LEDLIE-
BOOKSELLER, Box 46A, Buckfield,
ME 04220 (207) 336-2969.

BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS.
PO BOX 481, Vermillion, SD 57069.

BIRD BOOKS always in stock for quick
UPS. shipment. Send $3 for your fully-
lliustrated, annotated catalog of 300
(and growing) in-print titles, most at dis-
count prices. VISA and MasterCard ac-
cepted. AVICULTURAL BOOK COM-
PANY, 4704 Wetzel Ave., Cleveland,
OH 44109 (216) 661-5747.

BOOKS

NATURE BOOKS DISCOUNTED! For
price list send SASE. DOUG KIBBE,
Box 34, Maryland, NY 12116.

NATURAL HISTORY: including hun-
dreds of scarce and out-of-print bird
books, journals and pamphlets. Send
$2.00 for Spring catalog and addition to
mailing list. HWK BOOKS, 540 W. 114th
St., New York, NY 10025.
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OWL LOVERS: 1986 Photo Calendar,
NIGHTWATCHER, $10.00 ppd. “1 ¥
Owls” BUMPER STICKER $1.00 ppd.
Bimonthly newsletter for collectors,
Subscription $12.50, Sample $2.50.
OWL’'S NEST, Box 5491 (AB), Fresno,
CA 93755.
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LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, BUSHNELL,
SWIFT, NIKON, OPTOLYTH, CELES-
TRON optics and accessories. Send
stamp for discount list. Specify literature
desired. Large stock. Orders filled day
receive. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5-E,
Amsterdam, NY 12010.

B & L, QUESTAR, MEADE, LEITZ,
SWAROVSKI, ZEISS, etc. We field test
all optics available to us. Results are
yours for a call. Trade-ins, low prices,
full service. Ask for a consultant. ROB-
ERT MANNS & ASSOCIATES, 877
Glenbrook Dr., Atlanta, GA 30318 (404)
352-3679.

BINOCULARS: SWAROQVSKI, ZEISS,
B & L, BUSHNELL, Nikon, Fujinon. Free
Optics catalog. MACK OPTICAL & MA-
CHINE TOOL, Box 541-B, Scranton, PA
18501. (717) 961-2542.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align-
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colll-
mator. Free catalogue and our article
“Know Your Binoculars,” published In
Audubon. Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTI-
CAL CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610

RESORTS

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA'S TALA-
MANCA RAINFOREST (300 m) AND
HIGHLANDS (2500 m) with all the com-
forts of private homes. Each location in-
cludes vast stretches of virgin forest
Weekly rates: $450 double. Rainforest
Michael Snow, Apartado 73, Siquirres,
Costa Rica; Highlands: Steve Fried-
man, Apartado 655, Cartago, Costa
Rica.

SOFTWARE

XMAS BIRD COUNT COMPUTER
PROGRAM. Various PC versions. Data
files, graphs, statistics. Published n
A.B. Vol. 38, No. 4. Write DATABIRD,
252 Baldwin Rd., Carlisle, MA 01741

STAMPS

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post-
age stamps from many countries 60
diff. $1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE
FORD, P.0O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL
33737.

AUDUBON’S “BIRDS OF AMERICA,”
150th  Anniversary Commemorative
Stamp Issue. Great value. Ideal for
framing or collecting. Complete set of
300, cost price $350, negotiable
JOSEPH M. LIEF, 185 Prospect Ave ,
Hackensack, NJ 07601. Tel: (201) 343-
6446.

TAPES

CALLS OF THE COMMON LOON A
new cassette tape featuring recordings
and explanations of all the calls of these
remarkable birds. Side 2 is an unnarrat-
ed “concert” of calls echoing from north-
ern lakes. $6.00, Miller's Woods, Box
393, Steger, IL 60475-0393.
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TOURS

AUSTRALIA. Start your birding at Cas-
sowary House, in the rain forest, near
Cairns. Good accommodation and guid-
ing. Direct Qantas flights. JOHN
SQUIRE, Cassowary Tours, Box 252,
Kuranda 4872, Australia. Tel. 070-
937318.

FLORIDA BIRDING ADVENTURES
AND INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE EX-
CURSIONS. Guided by Audubon Sci-
entists and local birders. Come with us
for a trip to remember to Florida's Gulf
and Atlantic Coasts, Everglades, Dry
Tortugas, Belize, Easter Island, and
East Africa. Send for Free Brochure.
FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY, 1101
Audubon Way-AB, Maitland, FL 32751
— Phone (305) 647-2615.

TRINIDAD BIRDING BARGAIN — 1st
Saturday each month. 8-day tours, only
$545.00 plus airfare includes: 6 all-day
field trips, experienced guides. Stay at
clean, comfortable Mt. St. Benedict
guest house. All meals. Double rooms,
shared bath, staff gratuities, transfers.
Ask for brochure. WONDER BIRD
TOURS, 500 Fifth Avenue, Suite 233,
New York, NY 10036. (212) 840-5961.

Market Place

COMING TO ENGLAND? Make use of
our personalized escort service. Under
the wing of our expert guide, -William
Miller, you can expect to make the best
use of your stay, visiting not only good
birding spots, reserves, etc., but also
special events, theatres and so on. In
fact, any itinerary tailored to your indi-
vidual requirements. TRAVELLING ON
TO EUROPE OR FURTHER AFIELD?
Our Ornitholidays programme of birding
holidays (21st year) covers many areas
of Europe, Africa, South-East Asia and
Australasia. Write for details to:
ORNITHOLIDAYS, 1/3 Victoria Drive,
Bognor Regis, West Sussex, U.K. PO21
2PW. Tel: Bognor Regis (0243) 821230
Telex: 86736 Sotex G for Westrav.

NATURALIST’S DELIGHT! Experience
the birds of Baja California, Mexico’s
islands, deserts, shores, lagoons!
Personalized Wilderness Travel since
1966. Baja's Frontier Tours, 3693-J
Cactusview Drive, San Diego, Califor-
nia 92105.

TOURS

FLY SEAPLANE TODRY TORTUGAS-
Fly 70 miles into the Gulf of Mexico to
majestic Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortu-
gas — the most inaccessible National
Monument and largest masonry For-
tress in the western hemisphere. A phe-
nomenal display of bird life is available
during season, with as many as 150 va-
rieties spotted annually. These include
Tropic birds, Boobies, Frigate birds, and
the Sooty and Noddy Terns nesting by
the thousands on adjacent Bush Key.
ve-day/full-day camping; Write or call:
Key West Seaplane Service, Inc., 5603
Jr. College Road, Key West, FL 33040.
(305) 294-6978.

NEPAL, SRI LANKA BIADING EXPE-
DITIONS. High Himalayas to lowland
rain forests. Groups December-Janu-
ary. Economical expert-guided individ-
ual trips anytime. JOURNEYS, Box
7545-AB, Ann Arbor, MI 48107 (313}
665-4407.

SUMMER BIRDING, SPECTACULAR
scenery, desert to timberline. LEARN-
ING ADVENTURES, 1556AB Georgia,
Boulder City, NV 89005 (702) 293-
5758. ‘

SOME OF THE
GREATEST THINGS
IN AMERIGA
NEVER GHANGE.

Paying Over 9%.

U.S. Savings Bonds now
pay higher variable interest
rates—like money market
accounts. Plus, you get a
guaranteed return. For more
information, call toll-free

1-800-US-BONDS.

US. SAVINGS BONDS %=
Paying Better Than Ever ™~

Variable rates apply to Bonds purchased on
and nl ee 1171 -‘5 mih(”n\mrll\r years
Bonds purchased before 11/1/81 earn variabie
rates when held beyond 10/31/87, Bonds held
less than five years earn lower interest

A public service of this publication
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SHEARWATER JOURNEYS
Offering the finest seabirding trips
in North America

MONTEREY BAY, MON-
TEREY'SEAVALLEY,
ALBACORE GROUNDS-
OFFSHORE MON-
TEREY, STORM-
PETREL STUDY
TOURS & TWI-
LIGHT STORM-
PETREL TOURS.
Over 30 in-depth
pelagic, natural
history trips to
choose from.
Two to five
leaders will
accompany
each trip. $15-60,
depending on
the trip.

write for brochure:
SHEARWATER
JOURNEYS
PO. Box 1445 Dept. B
Soquel, CA 95073
(408) 688-1990
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.«..from the editor’'s desk

S THIS ISSUE GOES TO PRESS, WE ARE PLEASED TO
AannOuncé that you will have to read pretty fast to
keep up with us. The eighty-fifth Audubon Christmas Bird
Count 'issue—weighing in at nearly 2%~ pounds—will be
arrtving in your -mail boxes within the next two-three
weeks. This year’s issue tells the tale of avian early-winter
abundance in 1478 counts across North, Middle, and
northern South Anierica, including counts from Bermuda
and the West Indies. Once again the Herculean task has
been performed. So clean up your binoculars, make sure
they are aligned, dig out your wool, down, Polar Fleece,

Gore-Tex, cotton and denim clothes. Call your local com- |

piler and birding friends. Make all the last minute arrange-
ments. The eighty-sixth Christmas Bird Count season is
nearly upon us. By the time you reeeive this issue all count
compilers should have gotten their packets. If, by some
chance, you or yours did not receive a packet, call us at
212-546-9192 to check on it or order another. Remember
that 'the first day of the coming count period is December
18, 1985; and the last date on which a count can be held
1s January. 5, 1986. Get ready! Get set! Go for it!!!

This issuc was a special pleasure to prepare because we
were able to include the splendid Fuertes print with the
accompanying téxt by the foremost authority on Fuertes
in this country, Robert McCracken Peck. Bob cheerfully
included a synopsis of the life of the artist and we hope all
ot our subscribers enjoy it. This is the first time this paint-
ing has been reproduced in color at this size. The single
other reproduction was published by Les Line in his first
1ssue as Editor of AuDUBON in 1966. Let us know your reac-
tions If you are moved to learn more about Fuertes and
his art, we suggest that you get a copy of Peck’s definitive
book, A Celebration of Birds: The Life and Art of Louis
Agassiz Fuertes (New York: Walker and Co., 1982).

Our lead article, by Pepper Trail, on some of the breéd-
ing behaviors of the cock-of-the-rock, was enormous fun
producing and while reading it, try to keep in mind that
this spccies functions as an integral member of the tropical
community that it inhabits. It depends upon this commu-
nity for survival. However, all tropical habitats are continu-
ally under the stress and pressures of rapid human
population growth and absolutcly uncontrolled develop-
ment  Forests are cleared daily. Extensive grasslands are
continuously being plowed under and precious wetlands
arc being polluted and/or drained. Some cxperts predict
that by the year 1990, little will remain of the vast forests
in Middle America and the West Indies. Probably the best
hope of preserving the neotropical biota is through intcrna-
tional cooperation in policy formation, research, and man-
agement. For more information on this topic write to:
Conscrvation Reports, International Council for Bird Pres-
ervation—United States Section, Inc., ¢/o Dr. Warren B.
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King, Chairman, North Groton Road, Rumney, New
Hampshire 03266 or World Wildlife Fund—U.S., c/o Dr
Thomas E. Lovejoy, Vice President for Scieince, 1601 Con-
necticut Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20009.

On the topic of increased subscription rates. From the
loyal readership of American Birds, we have received
fewer than 20 letters of complaint since raising the rates
with the last issue. About that, all I can say is thank you
for understanding why it was necessary to do so and once
again please try to find imaginative ways to help us increase
our subscription base. Remember that Christmas is com-
ing. A year’s subscription to American Birds would make
a terrific gift. I'm giving several to birders who I know will
love AB and will look forward to every issue. How about
the birder/friend who always borrows your copy? Maybe
you should get that birder a subscription of his/her own

At the most recent American Ornithologists’ Union
meeting (October, 1985), held in Tempe, Arizona, there
were several awards of note that we'd like to mention here
Onc of the distinguished members of the American Birds
Editorial Advisory panel and current president of the
A.0O.U., Frances C. James, presented the Elliot Coues
Award for 1985 to oné of our long-time Editorial Advisors,
Thomas R. Howell. The award is given for general excel-
lence in ornithology and is usually given to a person who
has made an impact on ornithology throughout an entire
career. Congratulations, Tom, the Coues Award was cer-
tainly well-deserved in your case. The William Brewster
Memorial Award for 1985 was given to two superb orni-
thologists, good friends, and firm supporters of American
Birds, Glen E. Woolfenden and John W. Fitzpatrick. The
Brewster Award, more specific than the Coues Award, was
given this ycar for their landmark population biology
monograph, The Florida Scrub Jay, Demography of a
Cooperative-Breeding Bird, published by Princeton Uni-
versity Press. This full-length, meticulously written,
‘watershed” book is an indispensable source for anyone
interested in helper-at-the-nest behavior, kin selection, and
habitat restraints on avian populations and behaviors. Our
most sincerc congratulations to Glen and Fitz for a job
cxcellently done.

Finally, it is with great satisfaction that I welcome our
ncew Associate Editor, Manuela Soares, to the staff ot
American Birds. She comes to us with a solid and impres-
sive background in editorial and production aspects of
magazine publishing, a marvelous eye for detail, a really

. winning sense of humor, and a keen, inquisitive mind—

especially with respect to birds. We look forward to work-
ing with Manuela to maintain and improve our journal
With the small but vigorous and dedicated staff here,
American Birds can only flourish!!
Stay tuned!
—S.R.D.
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American Birds
is Serious
Birding Equipment

Published five times a year by the
National Audubon Society, American
Birds isn’t meant for your coffee table.
Sure, it has beautiful photos and il-
lustrations, but more important, it has
information. Information that can im-
prove your technical knowledge of
birds and birding, and make you better
prepared on your outings.

Here’s only a sample of what you can
expect:

¢ Articles on the subjects that in-
terest you: identification problems
... distribution and range changes
... behavior . . . feeding, nesting and
population ecology ... research
techniques ... reports of rare bird
sightings, and more.

® Quarterly reports on bird dis-
tribution in 26 reporting regions in
the U.S., Hawaii, Canada, the West
Indies and the Mexican border area.

¢ Christmas Bird Count, including
data from 1500 individual bird counts
conducted over the preceding
Christmas season.

¢ Site Guides—good birding spots
throughout North America.

o Centers of Learning-listings of
universities and field stations offer-
ing advanced training or participation
in professionally supervised re-
search projects.

...plus “The Blue List”-a region-by-
region focus on locally endangered or
threatened species; “The Market
Place”—classified ads for birders, usu-
ally from birders; and overviews of
birding tours.

But the best part is the price. You
get all this for only $25, as part of your
one-year subscription to American
Birds. When your first issue arrives
several weeks from now, you'll find
that American Birds is as basic to bird-
ing as a field guide, a notepad or a pair
of binoculars. It’s serious birding gear.
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