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ACCOMMODATIONS 

EASTERN L.I., NY, FLYWAY-- Bed & 
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BOOKS 
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$1.50. PETERSEN BOOK CO., Box 
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BIRD BOOKS. Out-.of-print (many vol- 
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BIRD BOOKS. Send $2.00 to be on our 
catalog mailing list. BUTEO BOOKS. 
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BIRD BOOKS always in stock for quick 
UPS. shipment. Send $3 for your fully- 
dlustrated, annotated catalog of 300 
(and growing) in-print titles, most at dis- 
count prices. VISA and MasterCard ac- 
cepted. AVlCULTURAL BOOK COM- 
PANY, 4704 Wetzel Ave., Cleveland, 
OH 44109 (216) 661-5747. 
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Market Place Rates: $1.00/word for one 
insertion; 75C/word for 2-3 insertions; 
50C/word for 4 or more insertions. Send 
payment with copy. Copy deadlines: 
Winter 1985- Dec. 10; Spring 1986- 
April 1; Summer -- July 1; Autumn -- 
Sept. 1. Send to: AMERICAN BIRDS, 
Market Place, 950 Third Ave., New 
York, NY 10022. 

BOOKS 

NATURE BOOKS DISCOUNTED! For 
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Box 34, Maryland, NY 12116. 
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St., New York, NY 10025: 
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NIGHTWATCHER, $10.00 ppd. "1 ¾ 
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Subscription $12.50, Sample $2.50. 
OWL'S NEST, Box 5491 (AB), Fresno, 
CA 93755. 
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CHINE TOOL, Box 541-B, Scranton, PA 
18501. (717) 961-2542. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE 

Repairing binoculars since 1923. Ahgn- 
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colh- 
mator. Free catalogue and our article 
"Know Your Binoculars," published •n 
Audubon Magazine. MIRAKEL OPTI- 
CAL CO., INC., 331 Mansion St., West 
Coxsackie, NY 12192 (518) 731-2610 

RESORTS 

BIRDING IN COSTA RICA'S TALA- 
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Costa Rica; Highlands: Steve Fned- 
man, Apartado 655, Cartago, Costa 
Rica. 

SOFTWARE 

XMAS BIRD COUNT COMPUTER 
PROGRAM. Various PC versions. Data 

files, graphs, statistics. Published •n 
A.B. Vol. 38, No. 4. Write DATABIRD, 
252 Baldwin Rd., Carlisle, MA 01741 

STAMPS 

BIRDS, FLOWERS, ANIMALS on post- 
age stamps from many countries 60 
diff. $1.00. All three $2.65. GEORGE 
FORD, P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, FL 
33737. 

AUDUBON'S "BIRDS OF AMERICA," 
150th Anniversary Commemorative 
Stamp Issue. Great value. Ideal for 
framing or collecting. Complete set of 
300, cost price $350, negotmble 
JOSEPH M. LIEF, 185 Prospect Ave, 
Hackensack, NJ 07601. Tel: (201) 343- 
6446. 
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CALLS OF THE COMMON LOON A 
new cassette tape featuring recordings 
and explanations of all the calls of these 
remarkable birds. Side 2 is an unnarrat- 

ed "concert" of calls echoing from north- 
ern lakes. $6.00, Miller's Woods, Box 
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TOURS 

AUSTRALIA. Start your birding at Cas- 
sowary House, in the rain forest, near 
Cairns. Good accommodation and guid- 
ing. Direct Qantas flights. JOHN 
SQUIRE, Cassowary Tours, Box 252, 
Kuranda 4872, Australia. Tel. 070- 
937318. 

FLORIDA BIRDING ADVENTURES 
AND INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE EX- 

CURSIONS. Guided by Audubon Sci- 
entists and local birders. Come with us 

for a trip to remember to Florida's Gulf 
and Atlantic Coasts, Everglades, Dry 
Tortugas, Belize, Easter Island, and 
East Africa. Send for Free Brochure. 
FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY, 1101 
Audubon Way-AB, Maitland, FL 32751 
-- Phone (305) 647-2615. 

TRINIDAD BIRDING BARGAIN -- 1st 

Saturday each month. 8-day tours, only 
$545.00 plus airfare includes: 6 all-day 
field trips, experienced guides. Stay at 
clean, comfortable Mr. St. Benedict 
guest house. All meals. Double rooms, 
shared bath, staff gratuities, transfers. 
Ask for brochure WONDER BIRD 
TOURS, 500 Fifth Avenue, Suite 233, 
New York, NY 10036. (212) 840-5961. 

Market Place 

COMING TO ENGLAND? Make use of 
our personalized escort service. Under 
the wing of our expert guide, William 
Miller, you can expect to make the best 
use of your stay, visiting not only good 
birding spots, reserves, etc., but also 
special events, theatres and so on. In 
fact, any itinerary tailored to your indi- 
vidual requirements. TRAVELLING ON 
TO EUROPE OR FURTHER AFIELD? 
Our Ornitholidays programme of birding 
holidays (21 st year) covers many areas 
of Europe, Africa, South-East Asia and 
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Bognor Regis, West Sussex, U.K. PO21 
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NATURALIST'S DELIGHT! Experience 
the birds of Baja California, Mexico's 
islands, deserts, shores, lagoons! 
Personalized Wilderness Travel since 
1966. Baja's Frontier Tours, 3693-J 
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nia 92105. 
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FLY SEAPLANE TO DRY TORTUGAS- 

Fly 70 miles into the Gulf of Mexico to 
majestic Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortu- 
gas -- the most inaccessible National 
Monument and largest masonry For- 
tress in the western hemisphere. A phe- 
nomenal display of bird life is available 
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Tropic birds, Boobies, Frigate birds, and 
the Sooty and Noddy Terns nesting by 
the thousands on adjacent Bush Key. 
1/2-day/full-day camping; Write or call: 
Key West Seaplane Service, Inc., 5603 
Jr. College Road, Key West, FL 33040. 
(305) 294-6978. 

NEPAL, SRI LANKA BIRDING EXPE- 
DITIONS. High Himalayas to lowland 
rain forests. Groups December-Janu- 
ary. Economical expert-guided individ- 
ual trips anytime. JOURNEYS, Box 
7545-AB, Ann Arbor, MI 48107 (313) 
665-4407. 

SUMMER BIRDING, SPECTACULAR 
scenery, desert to timberline. LEARN- 
ING ADVENTURES, 1556AB Georgia, 
Boulder City, NV 89005 (702) 293- 
5758. 
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pay higher variable interest 
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guaranteed return. For more 
in/orrnation, call toll-/ree 
1-800-US-BONDS. 

ttS• SAVINGS BONDS•--• 
Paying Better Than Ever ' 
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rates when held beyond 10/31/87. Bonds held 
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A puhhc servtce of this pubhcadon. 
Illustratton/Judy Brown 

SHEARWATER JOURNEYS 
Offering the finest seabirding trips 

in North America 

MONTEREY BAY. MON- 
TEREY 'SEAVALLEY, 

ALBACORE GROUNDS- 
OFFSHORE MON- 

TEREY, STORM- 
PETREL STUDY 
TOURS & TWI- 
LIGHT STORM- 

PETREL TOURS. 

Over 30 in-depth 
pelagic, natural 
history trips to 

choose from. 
' Two to five 

leaders will 

accompany 

each trip $15-60, 
depending on 

the trip. 

write .for brochure: 
SHEARWATER 

JOURNEYS 

P.O. Box 1445 Dept. B 
Soquel, CA 95073 

(408) 688-1990 
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...from the editor's desk 

S THiS ISSUE GOES TO PRESS, WE ARE PLEASED TO 
announce that you will have to read pretty fast to 

keep up with us. The eighty-fifth Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count issue--weighing in at nearly 2V2 pounds--will be 
arriving in your-mail boxes within the next two-three 
weeks. This yeaifs issue tells the tale of avian early-winter 
abundance in 1478 counts across North, Middle, and 
northern South America, including counts from Bermuda 
and the West lndies. Once again the Herculean task has 
been performed. So clean up your binoculars, make sure 
they are aligned• dig out your wool, down, Polar Fleece, 
Gore-Tex, cotton and denim clothes. Call your local com- 
plier and birding friends. Make all the last minute arrange- 
ments. The eighty-sixth Christmas Bird Count season is 
nearly upon us. By the time you receive this issue all count 
compilers should have gotten their packets. lf, by some 
chance, you or yours did not receive a packet, call us at 
212-546-9192 to check on it or order another. Remember 

that •the first day of the coming count period is December 
18, 1985, and the last date on which a count can be held 
•s January 5, 1986. Get ready! Get set! Go for it!!! 

This issue was a special pleasure to prepare because we 
were able to include the splendid Fuertes print with the 
accompanying text by the foremost authority on Fuertes 
in this country, Robert McCracken Peck. Bob cheerfully 
included a synopsis of the life of the artist and we hope all 
o1 our subscribers enjoy it. This is the first time this paint- 
ing has been reproduced in color at this size. The single 
other reproduction was published by Les Line in his first 
issue as Editor of ̂ Ur•UBON in 1966. Let us know your teac- 
nons If you are moved to learn more about Fuertes and 
his art, we suggest that you get a copy of Peck's definitive 
book, A Celebration of Birds: The Lij'b and Art oj" Louis 
Agass'iz Fuertes (New York: Walker and Co., 1982). 

Our lead article, by Pepper Trail, on some of the breed- 
ing behaviors of the cock-of-the-rock, was enormous fun 
producing and while reading it, try to keep in mind that 
this species functions as an integral member of the tropical 
community that it inhabits. It depends upon this commu- 
nity lot surviwd. However, all tropical habitats are continu- 
ally under the stress and pressures of rapid human 
population growth and absolutely uncontrolled develop- 
ment Forests are cleared daily. Extensive grasslands are 
continuously being plowed under and precious wetlands 
are being polluted and/or drained. Some experts predict 
that by the year 1990, little will remain of the w•st forests 
in Middle America and the West Indies. Probably the best 
hope of preser•ving the. neotropical biota is through interna- 
tional cooperation in policy formation, research, and man- 
agement. For more information on this topic write to: 
Conserw•tion Reports, International Council for Bird Pres- 
ervation-United States Section, Inc., c/o Dr. Warren B. 

King, Chairman, North Groton Road, Rumney, New 
Hampshire 03266 or World Wildlife Fund--U.S., c/o Dr 
Thomas E. Lovejoy, Vice President for Science, 1601 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20009. 

On the topic of increased subscription rates. From the 
loyal readership of American Birds, we have received 
fewer than 20 letters of complaint since raising the rates 
with the last issue. About that, all I can say is thank you 
for understanding why it was necessary to do so and once 
again please try to find imaginative ways to help us increase 
our subscription base. Remember that Christmas is com- 
ing. A year's subscription to American Birds would make 
a terrific gift. I'm giving several to birders who I know will 
love AB and will look forward to every issue. How about 
the birder/friend who always borrows your copy? Maybe 
you should get that birder a subscription of his/her own 

At the most recent American Ornithologists' Union 
meeting (October, 1985), held in T•mpe, Arizona, there 
were several awards of note that we'd like to mention here 

One of the distinguished members of the American Birds' 
Editorial Advisory panel and current president of the 
A.O.U., Frances C.' James, presented the Elliot Coues 
Award for 1985 to one of our long-time Editorial Advisors, 
Thomas R. Howell. The award is given for general excel- 
lence in ornithology and is usually given to a person who 
has made an impact on ornithology throughout an entire 
career. Congratulations, Tom, the Coues 'Award was cer- 
tainly well-deserved in your case. The William Brewster 
Memorial Award for 1985 was given to two superb orm- 
thologists, good friends, and firm supporters of American 
Birds, Glen E. Woolfenden and John W. Fitzpatrick. The 
Brewster Award, more specific than the Coues Award, was 
given this year for their landmark population biology 
monograph, The Florida Scrub Jay, Demography of a 
Cooperative-Breeding Bird, published by Princeton Uni- 
versity Press. This full-length, meticulously written, 
'watershed' book is an indispensable source for anyone 
interested in helper-at-the-nest behavior, kin selection, and 
habitat restraints on avian populations and behaviors. Our 
most sincere congratulations to Glen and Fitz for a job 
excellently done. 

Finally, it is with great satisfaction that I welcome our 
new Associate Editor, Manuela Soares, to the staff ot 
American Birds'. She comes to us with a solid and impres- 
sive background in editorial and production aspects of 
magazine publishing, a marvelous eye for detail, a really 
winning sense of humor, and a keen, inquisitive mind-- 
especially with respect to birds. We look forward to work- 
ing with Manuela to maintain and improve our journal 
With the sinall but vigorous and dedicated staff here, 
American Birds can only flourish!! 

Stay tuned! 
--.S.R.D. 
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in professionally supervised re- 
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... plus "The Blue List"-a region-by- 
region focus on locally endangered or 
threatened species; "The Market 
Place"-classified ads for birders, usu- 
ally from birders; and overviews of 
birding tours. 

But the best part is the price. You 
get all this for only $25, as part of your 
one-year subscription to American 
Birds. When your first issue arrives 
several weeks from now, you'll find 
thatAmerican Birds is as basic to bird- 

ing as a field guide, a notepad or a pair 
of binoculars. It's serious birding gear. 
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