
To the Editor: 

William S. Clark's article concerning 
field identification of North American 

eagles, published in the September-Octo- 
ber 1983 issue of AMERICAN BIRDS, 
contained an inadequate use of available 
ornithological literature. His reference to 
my Guide to Eastern Hawk Watching 
(Penn State University Press, 1976) was 
inappropriate because that out-of-print 
book was an earlier and considerably less 
comprehensive and sophisticated version 
of the current edition, entitledA Guide to 
Hawk Watching in North America (Penn 
State University Press, 1979). By failing 
to refer to the current edition, Clark ig- 
nored a detailed presentation of eagle 
age-class field marks and supporting 
photographs used by the hawk-watching 
community. I shall not repeat here what 
is available in the Guide, but would cau- 

tion that at least one age class for both the 
Bald Eagle and Golden Eagle was miss- 
ing in Clark's article. Clark also ignored 
major articles by other authors despite 
their direct and important relationship to 
his topic. Years ago in Hawks Aloft, 
Maurice Broun discussed the relative 

sizes of the heads of Golden Eagles and 
Bald Eagles. Nevertheless, during my 30 
years of active hawk watching, I never 
found the comparative lengths of the 
heads or tails of the two eagle species to 
be the best or most important field marks 
for these eagles. It is much more impor- 
tant to consider a combination of field 

marks, especially patterns of plumage. 
Sincerely, 
Donald S. Heintzelman 

629 Green Street 

Allentown, PA 18102 

To the Editor: 

Regarding the above remarks by Don- 
ald Heintzelman, after many years of 
field and teaching experience with raptor 
identification, I will stand by what is pub- 
lished in the article and let the reader go 
out and verify the statements in it for 
himself. 

Sincerely, 
William S. Clark 

P.O. Box 1161 

Annandale, VA 22003 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CLAPP, R.B., R.C. BANKS, and D. 
MORGAN-JACOBS. 1983. "Marine 
Birds of the Southeastern United States 
and Gulf of Mexico. Part III: Charadri- 
iformes" is available from the Informa- 

tion Transfer Specialist, National Coastal 
Ecosystems Team, 1010 Gause Boule- 
vard, Slidell, LA 70458. A small number 
of copies of Parts I (Gaviiformes through 
Pelecaniformes) and II (Anseriformes) 
have been reprinted and also are avail- 
able. A list of other NCET publications 
can be obtained upon request. 

CAN YOU HEAR birds? An audiolo- 

gist has expressed an interest in develop- 
ing a small "black box" that would dra- 
matically improve the hearing ability of 

birders, if there is an expression of suffi- 
cient interest to warrant the effort. If you 
are interested please express this by letter 
or postal card to Charles T. Clark, Star 
Route #1, Box 442-D, Rockport, TX 
78382. Writing to Dr. Clark does not 
place the writer under any obligation 
whatsoever. 

"Perhaps the best pair of 
binoculars on the marketS' 

--Audubon Magaztne 

LEITZ TRINOVID © 
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mand •e absolute best. With 

•t" ' I Ill ¾•, ment, every detail, every 
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,, •-,, .•' • See for your•lf why Leitz 
• Trinovid's .m.O 

•:•'. /.',•-• rep•ion as •e world's 
L•,•g f nest and why th• are 
'• • guaranteed for a lifetime. 

FOR LITERATURE AND DISCOUNT LISTS ON A 
COMPLETE LINE OF SPORTING OPTICS, WRITE 

BIRDINC 0, ...................... , .......... A Division of S•orhng 0pBcs Inc 
P0 BoxSAB Amsle•dam NY 12010 

BIRD BONANZAS PLEDGES . 
WE PLEDGE TO KEEP THE COST OF OUR •,, •. ",,\.,:, 

TOURS AS LOW AS POSSIBLE. We'd like them to '" . ..,, 

be affordable not only to the wealthy, but to average ...;;•, - '(, •.•.• income birders, as well. Despite our low cost, we '. - 
intend to operate our tours in such.fashion as to find . ..... • _ 
as many birds as possible. -r_ .: .., 

WE PLEDGE TO USE THE BEST TOUR '•,•,. 

LEADERS AVAILABLE. We won't use "professional 
leaders" who take groups to a number of countries even '• ' 
on different continents. We'll use only birders with extensive 

experience in the country of the tour. WE PLEDGE TO KEEP OUR GROUPS SMALL SO EACH " 
PARTICIPANT CAN SEE AS MANY BIRDS AS POSSIBLE. Our ' 

average group has about-7 participants. With 14 people on a jungle 
trail, imagine how many birds the last person in line will miss. 
1984 1985 

May PAPUA NEW GUINEA January PANAMA 
June NEW GUINEA WHIRLWIND February COSTA RICA 
July ARIZONA March WEST AFRICA (Careercon) 

MEXICO (El Triunfo) 
August CALIFORNIA April GUATEMALA (Tikal) 
September INDONESIA (Sumatra, Java, YEMEN 

Borneo & Bali) June KENYA 
October MEXICO (Cozumel, Yucatan & July ARIZONA 

Palenque) CALIFORNIA 
November CHILE August MEXICO TEACHERS' SPECIAL 

NEW ZEALAND (Oaxaca & Chiapas) 
INDONESIA (Lesser $undas 

AUSTRALIA and Moluccas) 
MEXICO (Cateraaco, Oaxaca) Dates not PHILIPPINES 

December MEXICO (Tacana, Montebello finalized SEABIRDS (with Peter Harrison) 
& Sumidero) URUGUAY 

For details of tours to these areas and other destinations, write: 
P.O. Box 611563 

Bird Bonanza Inc. •o• Miami, Florida 33161 
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RARE BIRDS 
?.EWEST COAST 
by Don Roberson 
* Every rarity from California to 

Alaska... useful throughout North 
America 

* Identification summaries 
unmatched by any guide for 
Empidonax, shorebirds, pelagics, 
warblers, much more. 

* Color plates of all rarities not 
pictured in the field guides 

* "I've used it often for hot tips on 
identification." 

--Roger Tory Peterson 

$24.95 plus 1.50 shipping. Cal. res. add 1.50 tax. 

WOODCOCK PUBLICATIONS 
BOX 985, PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950 

THE HAWK MOUNTAIN SANCTU- 

ARY ASSOCIATION is accepting appli- 
cations for its eighth annual award for 
raptor research. To apply for the $500 
award, students should submit a descrip- 
tion of their research program, a curricu- 
lum vitae, and two letters of recommen- 

dation by 30 September 1984, to James J. 
Brett, Curator, Hawk Mountain Sanctu- 

ary, Rt. 2, Kempton, Pennsylvania 
19529. The Association's Board of Di- 
rectors will make a final decision late in 

! 984. Only students enrolled in a degree- 
granting institution are eligible. Both un- 
dergraduate and graduate students are in- 
vited to apply. The award will be granted 
on the basis of a project's potential to 
iTnprove understanding of raptor biology 
and its ultiTnate relevance to conservation 

of North American raptor populations. 

MEETINGS 

The Wilson Ornithological Society 
will hold its annual •neeting at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, Wilmington, 
NC, May 31-June 3, 1984. Contact 
James F. Parnell, Biology Department, 

A specially designed Cruise Expedition for 
birders and whale-watcMrs cruising from 

Dakar to St. John's: 
Path of the Great 

Seabird Migration. 
"See massive feeding flocks of storm-petrels and shearwaters; Northern Gannets 
plunge diving from great heights; Blue Whales, largest creatures ever to live on earth; 
pods of feeding Fin and Hmnpback Whales, scores of Dolphin..." RON NAVEEN 

Join Ron Naveen, leading ornithologist and noted authority on 
seabirds, on board the world famous 5-Star vessel, 

the M.S. LINDBLAD EXPLORER. 

Visit Senegal, Cape Verde, Azores and Newfoundland, 
AUGUST 4-19, 1984. 

Rates from $2500 per person, includes all shore excursions, 
lectures, films and seminars. 

[] Please send me more information on DAKAR TO ST. JOHN'S: 
PATH OF THE GREAT SEABIRD MIGRATION. 

NAME 

CITY STATE ZIP__ 

Return to: Salen Lindblad Cruising Inc. Or call us toll-free at 
133 East 55th Street 1-800-223-5688 
New York, NY 10022 In New York 212-751-2300 

University of North Carolina, Wilming- 
ton, NC 28401. Mary H. Clench will pre- 
side over the scientific papers sessions. 
Her address is 2239 N.W. 21st Avenue, 
Gainesville, FL 32605. 

The Cooper Ornithological Society 
will hold its annual meeting at Humboldt 
State University, Arcata, California, 
June 19-22, 1984. Barry R. Noon, De- 
partment of Wildlife Management, Hum- 
boldt State University, Arcata, CA 
95521, is the local committee chairman. 
C. J. Ralph will preside over the scienti- 
fic papers sessions. His address is Red- 
wood Sciences Laboratory, U.S. Forest 
Service, 1700 Bayview Drive, Arcata, 
CA 95521. 

The American Ornithologists' Union 
will hold its annual meeting at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 
August 5-10, 1984. Marion Jenkinson 
Mengel is the local cmnmittee chairper- 
son. Gary D. Schnell and Douglas W. 
Mock will co-chair the scientific papers 
sessions. Their address is Depamnent of 
Zoology, University of Oklahoma, Nor- 
•nan, OK 73019. 

The South Central Region of the Hawk 
Migration Association of North America 
will sponsor a 4-day confErence on birds 
of prey March 29-April !, 1984, at the 
Airport Hilton in McAllen, Texas. The 
conference will include a papers session, 
panel discussions on problems of hawk 
identification, a birds-in-art display and 
hawk watching on the Rio Grande. Those 
wishing to present papers or get •nore 
infbrmation on the meeting should con- 
tact Mrs. Gladys Donohue, P.O. Drawer 
400, Penitas, TX 78576. Mrs. Donohue 

can be reached by telephone at 512-581- 
6545. 

The Colonial Waterbird Group will 
hold its ! 984 annual meeting October 4- 
7, 1984, at the Sheraton Inn and Con- 
ference Center, Ithaca, NY. Donald A. 
McCrimmon, Cooperative Research 
Program, Laboratory of Ornithology, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14850, is 
the Local Committee Chairperson and 
William E. Southern, Department of 
Biological Science, Northern Illinois 
University, De Kalb, IL 60115 is Chair- 
person for the scientific papers session. 
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